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MEMORANDUM FOR: The Dlrector. of f"c‘e'ntFa_jr"lﬁ:en'lsen'c'e

SUBJECT : guJJIAﬂx_IﬂQyﬁﬂI_1u§§31: Comblned Arms Anny
Reconnalssance Durlng Commltment from
the March .

1. The enclosed Intelllgence tnformatlon Speclal Report Is
part of a serles now In preparatlon based on ‘the SECRET USSR
Ministry of Defense publication Collection of Articles of the
Journal "Military Thought'". This artlcle discusses the principal
measures to be taken to ensure the timely deployment of
reconnalssance forces of - a Soviet comblned arms ‘army.during Its
comml{tment to battle from the march.  The author distinguishes:
between reconnalssance under these clrcumstanceq and
reconnalssance from a _concentratlion or waltlng area, He then
outlines the steps to be . taken to. co!lect the necessary
Information, emphaslzing. the use of alr elements both to collect
the information and to deliver It to lntelllzence consumers,
Exercises of the Carpathian: Mllltary Nistrict serve as the basis
for the article, Thls artlcle appeared In lssue No. 1 (89) for
1970.

2. Because the source of thls report ls extremely
sensitive, this document should be handled on a strlct need-
to-know basls wlthln reclplent agencl 'y

David H, Blee

Actlns Deputy Director forJODeratlons
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Distribution:

The Director of Centfh'l Intelllgence
The Joint Chiefs of Staff ﬁuf.‘-

The Director, Defense Intelligence Azancy

The Assistant to the: Chlef of" Staff for lntelllxence'

Department of the Army.

The Assistant Chief of Staff,«lhieiﬁlgéhée,
U. S. Alr Force " : S o

Director, Natlonal Securlty Agency'
Deputy Director. of Central Intel]lgence |

Deputy to the Dlrector of Central Intelllgence
for Nationa) Intelllgence Officers B

Deputy Direcfor for ln;e1ligence'

Deputy Director for'sciencé and Techﬁ@toky
Director of Stfategic Ré§e$f¢h f.-

Director of Weapohs.fhte11jggnce‘_ 
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-.TON{CRET . - 3

vInt.el,ligent;eInfomyatiéh-Speqial Report

COUNTRY USSR
DATE OF ... 7 'DAE7 February 1974
INFO., Early 1970 TLE T - S '
SUBJECT _
MLLITARY IHQQGHI’$U§§32' 'Reconhaissence'inza Combined Arms
Army During Its Commitment into an Fngagement. .
from the March. (Based on Training Exercises) .

SOURCE Documentary

The following report ls a translation ‘from Russian of an
article which appeared in Issue No:'1 (89) for 1970 of the SECRET

USSR Minlstry of Defense publlcatlon ollection of Articles of the
Journal "Military Thought". The: author of thls artlicle Is Colonel

L. Shapovalov. This artlcle dIscusses the princlpal measures to be
taken to ensure the timely deployment of reconnalissance forces of a
Soviet combined arms army during lts commi tment. to battle from the
march, The author dlstlngulshes between reconnaissance under these
circumstances and reconnalssance from a concentratlon or waiting
area. He then outlines. the steps to be taken to collect the
necessary information, emphaslzing. the use of air elements both to
collect the iInformation and .to dellver it to intelligence consumers.
Exerclises of the Carpathlan Milltary hlstrlct serve as the basis for
the article.~ , SRR S End of Summary

I . l no lnformatlon in. avallable reference materlals which

can be firmly associated with the author Military Thought has been
published by the USSR Ministry of Defense Iin three versions in the
past -- TOP SECRET, SECRET, ‘and .RESTRICTED.  -There Is no information
as to whether or not the TOP SECRET version contlnues to be
published. The SECRET version is published three times annually and
is distributed down to the level of division commander. :
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(Based on training exerclses) s

. by.
Co!onel L. Shapovalov

Recently, durlng tralnlng exerclses and war games, our:
headquarters and troops have acquired some experlence in
organizing and conducting. reconnalssance during the
commitment of a combined-arms army Into an engagement from a

.concentration area or from a walting area. In addltlion, the

military press is gliving considerable prominence to a
discussion of this problem. However, during actual -
operational trainlng a more complex sltuation frequently
arises in which the army is committed Into an engagement
directly from the march without’ preliminary disposition of
the troops in a waltling area or in a flnal concentration
area. When thls happens there is- no ‘time to systematically
organize the attack from the march, s!nce,»as has been borne
out In training exercises, the army may receive the ,
directive for commlitment into the engagement when It Is
located in the dally rest area or when it Is on the march at
a distance of 150 to 200 kilometers or more from the enemy.
Consequently, the army will only have 16 to 25 hours between
the time the dlrectlve ls recelved and the beglnnlng of the
attack, . . o

The organization of reconnaissance In- support of the
army differs fundamentally, depending on whether the army is
committed from the march, from a. walting. area, or from a
concentration area. The fg]lgwlgg features are.
characteristic of the commitment of an army into an -
engagement from the march: .Informationh onp the enemy is
Inadequate and often col comgle;ely lacking; the reconnalssance

units and subunits are at . a great distance from the line of
commitment; and the amount of time avallable for the

organization of reconnaissance is ]Im[;gg

-~
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The commond-sféffge*éroloesfaﬁd war'gémes that were
held in 1968 and 1969 in the Carpathlan Military District
demonstrated that the primary prerequisites for carrylng out

reconnalssance tasks when an army Is being committed into an

engagement from the march are timely. and careful planning;
the establishment of procedures for handling informatlon
about the enemy that has been received In the headquarters
of the forward operating formations (large units); the swift
deployment and maximal explo!tatlon of avallable
reconnalssance forces and means; .the wide exploltatlon of
data obtained by reconnalissance aviation; and the firm and
consistent control of reconnalssance forces and means.

Ih.e_n.l.amuns_qf__mmma.b.smm beglns lmmedlatelv after
receipt of the directive and :is based on the orders of the

commander. 5zngxlgngg_ggingg;in_ngjnInp exerclues has

that the amount of tin "ended n_planning can be
s assigned to-a

specially deslgnated offlcer who makes use of previously

processed information when preparlng calculatlons; and who,
when engaged in plannlng, makes use of the information from
-the reconnalissance plan in support of the regrouping in
preparation for the commitment into the: engagement from the
march. This information ‘may include the locations of
reconnalssance units and subunits on the march; the
procedure for completion of the march by radio and
radiotechnical units ‘and the probable lines of their
deployment; ‘the composition of the specla) purpose
reconnalssance grouus and“the proposed proceduro for using
then; etc,” " _

Since the amount of tlme aval]able Is extreme1y
limited, it is advisable: that the plan be worked out
graphically on a map, which will also reflect the baslic
problems involved in the employment .of the radio and
radiotechnical reconnalssance units .and of the separate
special purpose company. ‘At the same time, explanatory
note's to the~ map-plan are Drepared These notes contain
that Information which cannot be presented graphically, as,
for example: the procedure for. relnforclng reconnalssance
units; certain coordination problems, an estimate of the
forces and means to be used for each misslion. (objective) and

day of the operation; the deadllnes for subm!ttlng
lnformatlon, and. other data.”_.,
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When work Is organized in this manner, the amount of
time required to work out the plan Is considerably. reduced., ?
Thus, during the. PEREVAL tralnlng exercise In ttay 1969, a ‘.
plan was worked out .in 6. hours. In the headquarters of one of
the armies; and in a command staff exerclise In August 1969,

a plan was worked out :in 4 hours. Moreover, this proposed
method of drawing up the plan enables the other officers in
the department to simultaneously work out the combat orders
(which should be as brief as possible).  Tralning exercise
experience has demonstrated that their preparation is
speeded up if previously developed standard forms and

graphic documents are used

In this sltuatlon, the de1lvery of combat orders to
executors deserves careful consideration, It has been
demonstrated during training exercises that this problem Is
most_expeditiously solved by having the officers of the
reconnaissance. department_of the army drive to the
headauarters. of the reconnaissance units with the _orders In
map _form

. When it Is necessary to transmit the orders via
communcatlons means, considerable time is saved If facsimlle
equipment and M-125M encoding machines are used. tnfortu-
nately, the reconnaissance department and the reconnalssance
unlts of the army do not have facsimile equlpment or the
organic personnel to operate ‘the machlnes.v

‘ ‘is: obtained frnm the forward
operatlng large unlts by sendlng an operatlons group to
their headquarters, However, thils task can be successfully
carried out only. if: the ‘operatlons group has been formed in
advance and is equipped with. transportatlon and communica-
tion means. Training exercises have conflrmed that this
operations group at army headquarters should be composed of
six to eight persons (two or three persons each from the
operations and intelligence. departments and one person each
from the communlcatlons department and the rocket troops and
artillery staff). .

The primary task of the operating group conslsts of
making a detalled study of . the situatlon at the headquarters
of the formation (large unlt).  The officers of the group,
which is usually headed by. the deputy chlef of army
intelligence, study. the information. on enemy forces located
in the zone of the commitment of. the army Into the .
engagement, transmit. information on the locatlon of the
enemy ‘and the nature of his activities, and, as the
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reconnalssance unlts and subunlts approach the commltment
line, they supervise the. deployment of their forces and’
means and organize coordination with intelligence elements
of the forward operating large units. |f one of the larre
units Is assigned to the army, the ‘exact posltlon of its
reconnaissance organs |s determtned and new ones are sent
out to support the’ commltment of the army Into the
engagement. ‘ o ;

In our opinion, the he]lcopter ls the best means of
transportation and communicatlions for this group. This has
been conflirmed by tralning: exercise experience and by the :
following calculations. GAZ- ~69 ‘trucks accompanied by one 3
R-118 radio set mounted on 'a Z1L=157 truck take 4 to 5 hours ¥
to cover 150 to 200 kllometers, but it takes an Ml-h ;
helicopter 1 to 2 hours. It takes more. than 4 hours to
. transmit 300 groups in the telegraph mode over an P=118
radlo set (if time spent. on .encoding and decoding Is
included). And mistakes may be made: during the encoding,
transmission and reception. It takes no more than-an hour
to deliver information in wrltten or graphlc form by
helicopter.

However, desplte all that has- been said an operatlons
group cannot resolve all tntelllgence tasks. Therefore, the
Intelligence department must. take measures to deploy the
organic reconnaissance forces and means of the army and

of the first echelon as quickly as ‘possible; and
this depends not only.on when they. are assigned their tasks
but, primarily, on thelr place ln the march formatlon of the
army troops. o . ‘

Trainlng: exerclse experlence has conflrmed that It Is
advisable to have radlo and radiotechnical battalions in
front of the main forces, at a distance of at least a
one-day march. Their march plan should provide that, when

] ' d e area,. th use
not one, but two or three army routes; that they employ
‘approach march formatlion and be ready to deploy and to
conduct reconnalssance at previously assigne d llnes. To
ensure stable control, the headquarters of the battalions
should be posltloned along one route at Intervals of 5
kilometers from one another. If the march is organized in
this manner, by the time the army receives Its directive the
radio and radiotechnical battaltlons may be 30 to 50
kilometers from the 1ine of commi tment of the. army . lnto the
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engagement and will be ln a positlon to deploy ln the
assigned areas wtthln 3 to 4 hours after recelvlng thelr
tasks. : :

The practice of havlng tasks asslgned to the battallons
by the senlor officer iIn charge of radlo and radiotechnlical
reconnalssance is of proven value. He goes to thelr
headquarters with written combat orders or with an order In
map form, and he personally supervises the: lmplementatlon of
the orders and arranges coordination between the battalions.
The preliminary task, together with an approximate’ estlmate
of the forces and means-avallable for conducting ..
reconnalssance should be given: the radio battalion while it
Is sti1l on the march; and the task should be refined whille
the battalion Is in the penultlmate or last daily rest area,

During the command- staff trainlng exerclse In Narch
1969 this method of asslgning tasks made it possihle for the
speclal purpose radio battalion to deploy within 8 hours
after the army headquarters recelved the. directlve for
commitment into the engagement. By that time the battalion
was located 45 k!]ometers from the commntment llne.

' is planned and oryanlzed
Immediately after the orders for reconnaissance are -
recelved. It takes to 8 hours to prepare a special
purpose reconnalssance group (RGSN) for actlons ‘in the enemy
rear., During this time the group is given its combat task,
and its personnel study the area of’ forthcomlng activitles
and prepare their clotthg, equlpment, landing means, etc.
It is possible to land special purpose reconnaissance groups
in the enemy rear within 10 .to:12: hours after.the receipt of
the dlrective,_includlng the -time. .spent in assigning the
compapy lts tasks, in getting the requisition.for alrcraft
through front headquarters, in preparing the ‘alrcraft
(helicopter) crews, and ‘in .taking other measures. -The
- groups wlll be able to send thelr initlal reports within 4
to 6 hours after belng landed (dropped) in the enemy rear,

i.e., a total of 3 to- 5 hours. before the beg!nninr of  the
attack. o _
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Tralning exerclse. experlence has conflrmed that the
time regulred to prepare a special_ gurgose reconnalssance
group can € reduce cons era Y preparat ons are egun
the moment the inlitlal data on the enemy are received, w while
the group is still on the march. It is advisable to have
preliminary preparations carried out at the penultimate and
last dally rest areas under the supervislon of the senior
officer in charge of ‘speclal work. :'Because ‘this method. was
used during the PEREVAL trainlng exerclse, ‘the special"
purpose reconnalssance groups were .ready. for. ]andlng wlthln

7 hours after the receipt by army headquarters of the
directive for the commitment into ‘the engagement..

The amount of. ;lme negess ry for the organlzatlon of
special reconnaissance cgn be reducgd f the army has

ic means for alrb d 1n our, opinion, it Is
therefore advisable that the comblned ~arms army Iinclude a

minimum of one squadron of AN zﬁgircraft and one squadron of’w

Mi-4 hellcopters.

~ To a considerable exteht)=xhs;;lmglx_ﬂgalgxmgnﬁ_gi_shs
f “and’ - of the flirst-echelon

divislions Is a prerequisite to the successful fulfilment of
reconnaissance tasks. In‘anticipation of the possible
commitment of the army into the engagement from the march,
It is advisable, during the regrouping, . to have separate
reconnalssance battalions of the divislons 80 to 100 ;
kilometers in advance of the main forces. Their primary
function In this case Is to. supply the dlvlslon commander
with timely Information on route conditlons during the
march. When army headquarters receives the directive for
the commitment into the engagement, the reconnalssance
battallions, located 80 to 100 kllometers from the commi tment
line, deploy and begin- carrylng out thelr reconnalssancce :
tasks within 7 to 10 hours, !.e., 8 to 12 hours before the
attack. Tralning exerclse experience .demonstrates that
combat tasks can be delivered to the divisions within 5 to 7
hours after the army. headquarters has received. the directive
(during the PEREVAL tralnlng exercise thls was accomplished
In 6 hours, and during the training exerclse in August 1969
1t took 5 hours). We belleve that it . is possible. for combat
orders pertaining to reconnalssance to .be worked out. for the
first-echelon dlvisions as" soon as .the plan has been adopted
Indlcating from what 1lines and with what prlnclpal tasks
they will be committed into the engagement.,.lf previously
prepared standard: forms -are used,’ combat orders can be
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worked out in 30 to 55 m!nutes and dellvered to the
divisions within 1 5 to 2 hours after the army recelves the
directlve. . . .

Tralnlng exerclse experlence conflrms that
reconnaissance battalions can begin advancing to the -
assigned areas within'l to 1,5 hours after the division
headquarters receives the combat orders pertaining to
reconnalssance. In thls ¢case It Is advisable that the
refueling of equipment be conducted when the division -
arrives at the line of its commitment into the engagement
and be completed while the subunits of the battalion are
being assligned their combat tasks: this makes It possible to
deploy the radlo and’ radlotechnlcal ‘réconnaissance. company
and the observation posts. 10 to lh hours before the attack

Reconnalssance ln*depth groups (GGR) wlll be ready to
operate in the enemy rear within 3 to & hours after the
division headquarters recelves the combat orders pertaining
to reconnalssance, When the reconnaissance in depth groups
are dropped by he!lcopter they can. begin to. carry out their
tasks within 5 to 7 hours and begln to supply Initlal
informatlon about the enemy 6 to 10 hours prior to.the
attack. It is not worthwhile to dispatch them by. motor
vehicle,. as tralning exercise experience confirms, since
much time Is lost in moving out to the asslyned areas.

We have brlefly examined the’ principal measures to be
taken to ensure the timely deployment of the organic
reconnaissance forces and means of the army when it Is to be
committed into an engagement from the march,  However, even
if these measures are fully implemented and max imum use fs
made of the resources of the organlc forces and means, this
will not always be sufflicient: to assure the acqulsltlon of
essentlal informatlon on the enemy.-

Ag;ijj,;:@@nnﬁlﬁ;gﬂgg plays a paramount role in solving
this problem--it Is the fastest and most effective method of
obtaining iInformation on the enemy. As a rule, it is
organlzed and conducted in accordance with the plan of the
front headquarters. However, when an army Is committed Into
an engagement from the march, -a number of reconnaissance
tasks may crop up which cannot ‘always be accomplished in
time If carried out by the front: headquarters at. the request
of the army. We therefore believe It advisable that the
army be allotted a certaln number of reconnaissance aircraft
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for is - i Urp: Then It would be posslble to
organize the acquisition: of information on the enemy on the
axis chosen by .the commander for the maln strlke, to conduct
aerial photography In support of the planning of .preparatory
fire, to obtain essential information . on the terrain, ‘and to
locate the areas where enemy means. of nuclear attack and
enemy reserves are located ‘

As a rule, the troops of the flrst echelon of the army
wi11 move out to the llne of commitment into the engagement
at nighttime, taking advantage of darkness to ensure that
the attack Is a surprise. According to tralning exercise
experience, In this case the army may- have 4 to 8 hours of
daylight before the troops begin their advance to the ‘
commitment 1lne and 1.5 to 2.5 hours before the attack.

" During these perlods aerial reconnaissance in support of the
army s absolutely necessary. Aerlal reconnalssance permlts
the determination of the locatlon of 'the baslc components of
the enemy combat troop dispositions before our large units
begin their advance to the line of attack, and it provides
information that enables. the: special purpose reconnaissance
groups and the reconnalssance In-depth groups to be more
effectively employed. . .in the 1.5 to 2 ‘hours before -the

.attack, aerial reconnalssance forces can pinpoint. the
locatlion of both small and moblile targets, making it
possible to draw up the flinal plan concerning the dellvery
of nuclear and chemlical’ strikes and’ the use of artlllery and
other means of destructlon. L :

' inclpal a rl ‘ NG : ' d
particularly during the final reconnalssance of the enemy,
Is_to search out targets and make a visual determlnatlion of -
‘thelr coordlnates and the nature of thelr actlvitles.
Information on targets that have been spotted is immediately
transmitted from the aircraft to ground posts. In our
district these posts have been set up and are operated by
trained enlisted men and non-commissioned officers (headed
by an officer); and all these personnel .have regularly’
undergone specia) tralnlng for a period of several years,
The value of this training has been demonstrated during the
DNEPR and other training exercises. However, It has been
our experience that when Information is transmitted
simultaneously from two, three or more alrcraft, Its
reception by existing ground posts Is ‘incomplete. (they miss
30 to 60 percent of the reports transmitted).
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it Is extremely 'lmportant that t:he posts qulckly
decipher the message received from reconnalssance alrcraft,
determine the nature of the tarsets, and enter thelr.
locations on a map. The use of - offlcers who do not have the
necessary skills for -thls work Is unjustifiable. To
Illustrate, of 40 messages transmitted durlng a tralnlng
exercise, 30 were recelved by the telegraphists of the posts
of one of the armies and 28 were deciphered by the officers
of the lnte!llgence department and the headquarters of the
rocket troops and artillery. Because of. the lack of
necessary tralning In determining the nature of targets and
In evaluating them, flagrant Inaccuracies were committed In
posting them on the map In short time limits. (the final
reconnalssance was completed in 50 minutes): U4 out of 12
important targets were omltted, and In three instances the
coordinates were inaccurately posted, exceeding the amount
of permissible error by a factor of 4 to 5

Tralning exerclse experlence demonstrates ‘that in order
to have this work done, It Is. advisable -that army »
headquarters have a permanent group composed of threé or:
four offlicers from the intelligence department and the
rocket troops and artillery staff. These officers should
undergo training on a regular basls. (2 to 3 hours once or
twice @ month) on receiving and. processlng aerlal B
reconnalssance informatlon.

organic posts for the reception of informatlon from
.reconnalssance alrcraft be set up at the headquarters of the

army and of large units and units. It Is desirable that the

post of the intelligence department of the army be mounted
on a special motor vehicle and that it be equipped not with
R-313 receivers, which have low sensltlvity, but with one:
R-250 recelver and two crystal R-870 recelvers.-

These are some of our concluslons and proposals’
relating to the organization and conduct of reconnalssance
by a combined-army when it ls being committed Into an
engagement from the march., They are based on experience
gained in recent tralnlng exercises,
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