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Deputy Director for Operations
SUBJECT Report
1. Enclosed is al ‘report. for _conwvenience

of reference by NFIB agencies, the codeword

has been assigned to the product of certain extremely sensi-
tive agent sources of CIA's Directorate of Operations. The
word is classified | and is to be

used Only among persons authorized to read and handle this
material.

2. This report must be handled in accordance with
established security procedures. It may not be reproduced
for any purpose. Requests for extra copies of this report
or for utilization of any part of this report in any other
form should be addressed to the originating office.

John N. McMahon

TS 788138

Copy #




- . .

“TOP-SECRET (When Filled In)

Distribution: ,
The Director of Central Intelligencé

The Director, Defense Intelligence Agency

The Assistant to the Chief of Staff for Intelligence
Department of the Army

The Assistant Chief of Staff, Intelligence
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Director, National Security Agency
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Director of the National Foreign Assessment Center
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Intelligence Information Special Report

Poland/ Warsaw Pact

DATE 20 October 1978
1974

SUBJECT

Exercise "LATO-74"--a Nuclear War Scenario

Aﬁgéumentary
SUMMARY :

This report is a translation of a Polish document
entitled "%ritigue of Exercise LATO-74" and classified
SECRET. The report includes critiques by General JARUZELSKI,
Minister of Defense, and Major General SIWICKI, Chief of the
General Staff of the Polish Armed Forces. The purpose of
the exercise was to test commands and staffs of the army,
front, and defense ministry level on mobilization and
operational deployment of front forces under conditions of
conventional and nuclear war, with focus on offensive
operations in Central Europe. Two situation maps are of
particular interest; map 1 depicts more than 100 nuclear
weapons strikes. For comparison with a conventional war
scenario, refer to ﬁ Special note is made
of the release and ignition of liquid fuels in the Main v
River to serve as a barrier for 5-6 hours duration.

END OF SUMMARY
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Ministry of National Defense

The General Staff

SECRET"

Critique of Exercise
"Lato-74"

Warsaw -
Julyv1974
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The Political-Military Scenario,
Intentions of the Opposing Sides, and
Conduct of Exercise "Lato-74" Critique

By Major General Florian SIWICKI,

Deputy Minister of National Defense,
Chief of the General Staff of the Polish Armed Forces
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Within the framework of the training program of the
Ministry of National Defense of the Polish Peoples Republic
and the Staff of the Combined Armed Forces, an interallied ,
exercise, under the direction of the Minister of National
Defense, was conducted from 10 to 24 June 1974. The exercise,
under the cryptonym "Lato-74", was a one-sided, bilevel
front (front-army) command post exercise uysij field communi-
cations means, and its theme was: "Organi§§%§35~§ﬁa—ﬁﬁﬁaﬁft
of Offensive Operations of a Front".

The principal objective of the exercise was to improve
preparedness of the participating co ' .
qQperational groups of the central institutions of the Ministry
of National Defense for efficient mobilization and operational
deployment of front forces, and control over them during
combat operations conducted under complex conditions of
conventional and nuclear war. '

In addition, the exercise included testing and verification
of some of the solutions integrated into practical application,
and deeper analysis of a number of objectives or theories
pertaining to:

- operations of peacetime commands and institutions of

the armed forces in a situation of increasing threat of war;

- ne i i i the fie system

of a front and army;

- method for planning operations on a new axis while
controlling forces in the process of their mobilization
expansion;
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- employment of an air army in air operations in the
Western Theater of Military Operations;

- use of many captured operational documents written in

foreign languages, and control of forceg under conditions of

rad10electron1c ammln a d

T mmunic

- replacement of human losses and material-technical,
medical, and transportation support of combat operations of
a front based on the home front system.

In compliance with the decision of the Minister of
National Defense a rather wide scope of studies, encompassing
_selected topics from the Ministry's program devoted to
‘improvement of the development of the armed forces, was also
carried out during the exercise. In order to accomplish
this task, groups of officer specialists, including military
scientists, were assigned to undertake research work in this
field. The studies encompassed mostly problems related to
structures of command elements, particularly on the front
level, and of some of their support units, from the p01nt of
view of searching for the best possible solutions ensuring
uninterrupted transition of wartime strength, and analysis
of factors for increasing their mobility and survivability.

An experimental exercise integrating reconnaissance and
radioelectroni¢c warfare systems was conducted in order to
verify theoretical principles pertaining to integration of
reconnaissance units with radioelectronic warfare, improvement
of information dissemination and analysis, and most importantly--
33gglg;g;igg_gg_gggigigg_mgking_pxncesses pertaining to the
conduct of radioelectronic attacks. Studies in the field of
information science were also initiated and, of course, the
traditional personnel problems.
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Based on conclusions drawn from previous higher level
exercises and from experiences of the military districts and
branches of the armed forces, modified organizational-
methodical guidelines were accepted for exercise "Lato-74".
The substance of these guidelines was expressed in broader
deployment of simulated groups which represented a kind of a
final control €lement of the participating staffs, and even \ o
though they were at the disposal of the exercise directing e
staff they simulated enemy operations on orders from the
participating commanders who were the point of departure for’
working out subsequent situations for the opposing sides.
This method permitted more realism in the exercise, and at
the same time compelled the staffs to generate missions for
the subordinate tactical large units. We substantially

-reduced-the number of umpires in the participating commands,
and we assigned a group of umpires-specialists to observe
the work of individual headquarters in subsequent episodes
of the exercise. Work of the umpires organized in this
manner allowed comparison of evaluations, 1mprovement of
their objectivity, and preoccupied the participating teams
to a much lesser degree. Some of the umpires were assigned
research tasks, and to a certain degree they combined their
activities with the work of the research teams.

In order to decelve the reconnaissance organs of the
NATO armed forces, our exercise was camouflaged by undertakings
designated by the cryptonym "QMEGA-74'.

Exercise participants included:

- assigned central institutions of the Ministry of
National Defense playing the role of command and staff of

the 3d Western Front (command post, forward command post,
quartermaster command post--at full strength);
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- operational groups of the Secretariat of the National
Defense Committee, the Ministry of National Defense and

other ministries working at points of contact with the armed
forces;

- assigned teams of commands and staffs of military _
districts playing the role of commands and staffs of combined
arms armies: The Pomeranian Military District--the 11th
Army; the Silesian Military District--the 12th Army; and the
Warsaw Military ?istrict--the 13th Army (reduced to_60
percent strength); ' .

- command and staff of the Air Force playing the role
of command and staff of the l4th Air Army;

' - assigned tggms'from the Northern Group of Soviet
Forces playing the role of the 41st Army and the 46th Fighter

.Bomber Aviation Division; »

- wartime staff of the Silesian Military District;

- command and staff of the 3d National Air Defense

Corps; _
g8

forces and means of the experimental army regiment
and of two divisional reconnaissance and radioelectronic
warfare battalions.

A total of 20,000 persons participated in the exercise.
The exercise directing staff apparatus, including umpires
and simulating groups, numbered 456 persons. A total of
3,666 vehicles of various types, 102 aircraft and helicopters,
and radios, radig relay stations, radars, and communications
ans were used. , ‘
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A field communications system was organized for the
exerci irectin icipating staffs, in which
17 operational level and 5 tactical level communlcatlons

centers and 14 official Soviet hl%h frequency communications ¢
centers were deployed. A total o 0 kilometers of radio

trunk lines and 980 kilometers of cable lines were established.

The relevant operations of the front were played out on
the Dresden-Frankfurt operational axis iIn difficult, wooded-
mountainous and urban terrain. However, the participating
commands, staffs and units, actually deployed and conducted

e ———— n
operations in the central and western part of Poland, in an
area of approximately 130,000 square kilometers.

The--Political-Military Scenario

It was assumed that the process of a deteriorating
international situation began in the first months of 1974.
The contributing factors were disagreements mounting among
the capitalist countries, creating an atmosphere of prolifer-
ation of conflicts in the South American, Asian and European
countries. In the Near East, Israel provokes a series of
military incidents. Then, jointly with the United States,
organizes military operatioms intending to occupy oil-
P n Gulf. Balancing on the brink
of war, the United States resumes_armed - intervention-on_ the
‘Indochinese Peninsula. The Governments of the principal
capitalist countries are limiting democratic freedoms and
are demanding that the socialist countries cease supporting
forces fighting for social freedom and independence from
imperialism. This tense situation is intensified by the
irresponsible policies of Chinese leadership circles which,
on a broader scale than heretofore, provoke armed incidents.
on the borders with the USSR and Mongolia. In the German
Federal Republic the right wing of the CDU-CSU parties,
which come to power, hardens the policies toward the socialist
countries, and the revisionist and revanchist circles initiate
diversionary-sabotage operations on the borders with the
German Democratic Republic and the Socialist Republlc of
Czechoslovakia.
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Faced with the fiasco of political pressure, the NATO
countries resolve to achieve their goal by a military decision.
On 4 June 1974 they secretly initiate a changeover of their
armed forces from a peacetime to wartime footing. Under the
pretext of exercise "B;gfL;ﬁg;li," they airlift strategic
reserves from the United States and Great Britain to the
German Federal Republic. Incidents in space and in the.
Atlantic Ocean, provoked by the United States against the
USSR, follow. Countries of the Warsaw Pact propose negotiations
in order to settle the growing issues. At the same time,
they are strengthening their defenses in proportion to the
growing threat. Within the framework of these developments,
since 10 June, higher states of combat readiness are gradually
implemented in the armed forces of the PPR, and under the

Xpretext—of exercise '"Tarcza-74" ['"Shield-74'"] the disposition
of the operational forces is improved. '

- Plans of the Opposing Sides

Forces of the "West" intend to break away the German
Democratic Republic from the community of socialist countries
and--under favorable conditions--also other central European
socialist countries. With this goal in mind, they plan to
initiate offensive operations at 0500 hours on 19 June,

> without employi cle ons, making their main attacks
onl S as follows: ' :

Northern Army qugp:

- Lueneburg, north of Berlin, south of Szczecin.

Central Army Group:

- Bamberg, north of Karl Marx Stadt, Spremberg;

- Amberg, north of Pilsen, north of Prague, Zgorzelec.
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Simultaneously, they plan an operational-air drop on
the line of 0Odra-Nysa Rivers, in order to isolate the first
strategic echelon of the "East" forces from the flow of.
fresh forces, and as much as possible, to contain the first
phase of operations within the territory of the German
Democratic Republic and partly Czechoslovakia. Within the
framework of joint land-air operations of the NATO forces,
they intend to defeat the "East'" forces on the territory of
the German Democratic Republic, and reach the western border
of Poland in 6- 8 days.

In the event of an unfavorable turn of military operations,
they plan to use nuclear weapons.

: The "East" forces are determined to repulse every

strike of the '"West" forces, then change over to the offensive,
making their main effort in the Western Theater of Military
Operations on axes as -follows:

l1st Western Front:

- Goslar, Cologne, Brussels;

2d Western Front:

- Plzen, Straubing, south of Munich;

3d Western Front formed from the Armed Forces of the
Polish Peoples Republic:

- Perleberg, Verden, Lingen, The Hague.
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Using forces of these three fronts, they plan to defeat
the forces of the Northern Army Group, the Central Army
Group, and the 2d and 4th Allied Tactical Air Forces [NATO]
operating jointly with them, and on the 6th or 7th day of
operations, occupy the line Kolding-Ebsjerg-Ems River-
Dortmund-west of Bonn-Koblenz-Frankfurt.

Then, by committing additional forces to battle, defeat
enemy operational-strategic reserves, eliminate Denmark,
Netherlands, and Belgium from. the war, and on the 12th to
1l4th day of operations, reach the North Sea coastline and
western and southern borders of the German Federal Republic.

®

X L

The exercise was divided into four stages:

In the first (initial) stage which began at 0800 hours
on 10 June and continued for 7 days, we assumed that despite
declarations of peace, the NATO countries were secretly
building up their war potential.

As'a result of secret mobilization measures, and initiation
under the pretext of exercise "Big Lift-74" of an air bridge
and amphibious 1ift of forces and equipment, the strength of
the NATO armed forces in the Western Theater of Military
Operations increased by an additional 10 divisions, compared
with their peacetime strength. '
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During the exercise, consistent with developments of
the political-military situation, permanent, intensified
alert duty of operational groups was successively implemented
at the basic commands of the armed forces, which performed
an ongoing analysis and evaluation of the threat, and fulfilled

essential tasks increasing national defense capability. At
0100 hours on 12 June, the front and army forward command
post system was deployed.

At _0800 a state of jncreased combat

+ readiness was declared, and army and front commanders were
ordered to open their operational plans for further familiar-
ization and updating. Faced with intensified airlifts of
United States strategic reserves to the German Federal

~Republic; and their concentration in Bavaria and in the
Nurnberg area, the Supreme Commander of the Combined Armed
Forces, in an operational directive, ordered the commander
of the 3d Western Front to prepare an operational plan for a
new, Dresden-Frankfurt operational axis, under the cryptonym
"Sudety', allowing however for an option of alternate action —
based on plan "Pomorze'" or '"Sudety'". At the same time an
operational order was issued to the air force commander,
-defining participation of the 1l4th Air Army in coalition air
operations in the Western Theater of Military Operations.
Anticipating the capability of the "West" forces to initiate
military operations, the General Staff under the cover of —
exercise "Tarcza" b_gan to improve the disposition of part
L’f&g_%g_fgz&eug\&wwmstem areas of
Poland, us ensuring the capability to change over to

) ve operations on the northern-coastal or Dresden-
Frankfurt axis. . :

Ve
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Simultaneously, the Planning Commission of the Council
of Ministers and the civilian ministrjes began to render

services 1n support of the armed forces within the framework
of the estimated annual plan-71. ' '

On 17 June we initiated the second phase of the exercise,
assuming that: NATO forces, while employing a full arsenal
of strategic deception means designed to weaken the alertness
and to exhaust the defensive system of the Warsaw Pact
countries, in fact began fulfillment of final preparations
for aggression. The NATO armed forces, while continuing the
lift of troops and equipment from the United States and
Great Britain--and conducting mobilization--increased their
buildup in the Western Theater of Military Operations to 37

-~ divisions, 362 ground transporters for nuclear weapons, and

approximately 3,000 aircraft. In addition, under the pretext
of exercise "Summertex'", they initiated operational deployment
of ground forces along the eastern border of the German

Federal Republic, attaining full readiness for initiating
military actions at dawn on 19 June.

The Warsaw Pact forces, in possession of information on
preparations for an attack by NATO forces, increase combat
readiness of their armed forces and prepare to repulse
aggression, consistent with the actual threat.

Within the framework of these undertakings, on 17 June,
the front and army command system was deployed. By deciding

to deploy command posts sooner than in the past, we intend
for this system to attain early full combat readiness of the
forces for the control of which the system was designated.

The exercise fully verified the validity of the above guidelines,

initiated during decision-making games of the command cadre
of the armed forces.
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On 18 June, as a result of an increaged threat of war, o

a state of at readin in all the
armed forces. Until that time, within the framework of

v§é§ret mobiliZation, tactical large units and most of the

PoYt units of the First operational echelon were
deployed, and alert echelons were called up for the remainder,
thus augmenting their authorized strength. The armed forces
attained overall 80 percent of their wartime strength. This
undertaking allowed full deployment of front forces, except
reserve divisions and replacement elements, prior to the
outbreak of hostilities.

At the same time mobilization was ordered, the General 1//
Staff directed further improvement of operational disposition

-of forces, while the commands and staffs of the front, the

11th, 12th, and 13th armies, and also the 14th AIr Army were
preparing operational plan '"Sudety'", and . the 14th Air Army

in addition was preparing a plan for its forces to participate

in the first air operation in the Western Theater of Military
Operations.

As a result of the dynamic work method at front headquarters,

all subordinate commands began parallel work on the new
operational plan already by the end of the same day on which
they received new missions. '

The staff of the 41st Army assigned to the Northern
Group of Soviet Forces, operating as a component of the 1lst
Western Front, while planning on offensive-defensive operation,
also organized cover for the border of the German Democratic
Republic in its zomne of operations.
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Radioelectronic warfare units, working within the
framework of an experimentally formed system, actually
deployed a shortwave radio reconnaissance system along the
northwestern border of Poland and designated jamming means
for alert duty, assigning them the mission to provide
radioelectronic cover for forces of the 11th Army.

When the course of events, precipitated by actions of
NATO forces, created an irreversible situation and it became
necessary to strengthen the left flank of the Polish forces
in the Western Theater of Military Operations, the General
Staff of the Polish Armed Forces, acting in compliance with
the decision of the Supreme Commander of the Combined Armed
Forces, sent a message at 0400 hours on 19 June to the front
commander putting into effect plan "Sudety".

On 19 June at 0500 hours we began the 4-day, third stage
of the exercise, the theme of which was conduct of operations
under conditions of conventional warfare.

We based the first phase of this stagg-~commitment of

: the front to battle--on the assumed situation that: at 0500

hours on 19 June, following mass strikes of the air forces,

| the forces of the Northern and Central Army Groups, using

conventional weapons, changed over to offensive operations
on axes according to plan. At 1100 hours on the same day,
following an air preparation lasting approximately 3 hours,
the 18th Airborne Corps, composed of an equivalent of three
divisions, landed on the line of the Odra-Nysa Rivers,
captured most of the bridges and crossings and split the :
operational grouping of the 3d Western Front. In addition,
the 101st Air Cavalry Division captured the areas: Torgau,
Riesa and Meissen, forming a second line which delayed the
forces that were regrouping. The course of the border
battle on the flanks of the theater, initially favorable to
the enemy, allowed him to carry the operations deep into the
territories of the German Democratic Republic and Czechoslovakia
on the axes: Bremen-Perleberg, and Nurnberg-Prague,
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However, on the strategic central axis, the forces of
the Northern Army Group and the Central Army Group lost the

border battle on their internal flanks and were forced to
conduct delaying actions. o

From the time of outbreak of hostilities, forces of the
1st Western Front and the 2d Western Front were repulsing
mass enemy strikes from the air and land. The air force,

executing air operations anticipated in plans for the Western
Theater of Military Operations, inflicted heavy losses on
the enemy.....[Part of Text Missing]

The second phase of this stage encompassed deployment
for offensive operations deep in the enemy defense, repulse
of enemy_counterattacks, and commitment to battle of the
:second echelon of the front. We assumed that NATO forces
(Northern Army Group and Central Army Group) in the Central
European Theater of Military Operations on the dawn of the

\fourth day of war, after committing to battle strategic-

operational reserves, and still adhering to the use of
conventional weapons, were making efforts to reach the
planned objective of the campaign by coordinating operations
with the air landing on the Oder River which was continuously
reinforced and strongly supported by air. The strategic-
operational reserves committed on the northern coastal axis
consisted of the 2d Army Corps (Great Britain) and the 1st
Army Corps (Netherlands), totaling six divisions, and on the
Dresden-Frankfurt operational axis--the 3d Army Corps, the
so-called supercorps (US), with a strength of five divisions.
After about 24 hours of fighting--after the momentum of the
NATO forces attack significantly slowed down as a result of
determined operations of the forces of the lst Western Front
and the 3d Western Front, and when commitment to battle of
the closest of the approaching strategic reserves, consisting
of four Soviet armies, clearly changed the ratio of forces

to the disadvantage of the "Western" forces--the enemy
decided to employ nuclear weapons. In this Manner, at 0400
hours on 23 June, we progressed to the fourth stage of the
exercise, the substance of which was nuclear war.
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The Warsaw Pact forces, on_the basis of unmistakable

indi ] ossession that the enemy was. pre grin
to use wea ruction ve
nuclear strike, thereby preventing the enemy from fully

achieving desired objectives.

: As a tresult of the use of nuclear weapons by both
sides, the following strikes were delivered:

- by enemy forces: 196 strikes of 8.1 MT yield, including
116 strikes against forces of the 3d Western Front, and 80
strikes, including 29 surface strikes, against Poland,
causing wide zones of contamination on the lines of the
Odra-Nysa Rivers and Vistula River.

- by missiles and aviation of the 3d Western Front:
113 nuclear strikes of 8.5 MI yield, primarily against the
means transporting nuclear weapons, the command system,
antiaircraft defense, and the ''supercorps".

The characteristic feature of this stage of operations
were the large losses in life and equipment which, unfortunately,
were too optimistically estimated by the exercise participants.
Some tactical large units and units lost all combat effectiveness.
The 13th Army, which had attained operational readiness at
2300 hours on 22 June, suffered heavy losses as a result of
remaining in the assembly area where it was surprised by the
first nuclear strike which considerably reduced its capability
to carry out its task, particularly in view of the fact that
the line of departure required a forced crossing of the
defended Main River immediately upon commitment of the first
echelon divisions. :
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The exercise ended at 1800 hours on 23 June upon the
announcement of decisions made.
—7
In the immediate future, the General Staff will perform ;
a detailed analysis of the wealth of material prepared by !
the umpires, research teams, and respondents, and will use
the conclusions drawn in the course of official activities.
. o~
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Critique of Exercise '"Lato-74"

By General Wojciech JARUZELSKI,
Member of the Political Bureau
of the Central Committee of the
Polish United Workers Party, and
‘the Minister of National Defense
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Comrades:

Exercise "Lato-74" was the focal training event of our
armed forces during the current year. It added to our
theoretical knowledge and practical competence, enriched.our
experience, and brought out a number of conclusions bearing
on the doctrinal-training and structural organizational
development of staffs and forces. This exercise, encompassing
at the same time training objectives of the Combined Armed
Forces plan, was yet another proof of allied unity and close
collaboration. o ' '

A noteworthy highlight of the exercise was the yisit,
on_21 June, of Comrade Edward GIEREK, the first Secretary of
the Central Committee of the Polish United Workers. Party,
and the congratulations and best wishes he extended to all
the participants of the exercise. Thus, once more, keen
interest and sincere concern of the party leaders, always
held for the Armed' Forces, was underlined, compelling us and
calling upon us to attain even greater accomplishments.

- Thirty years ago, on 23-24 June 1944, one of the greatest
battles of World War II was fought on the 500-kilometer long
front from Vitebsk to Mozyr. The Soviet Army, concentrating
its main effort on the central strategic axis, went on the
offensive. By defeating Hitler's army group '"Center'", it
cleared the avenues of approach to Poland and to liberation
of our country. The Polish Army, formed on Soviet soil with
brotherly assistance of the Soviets, also marched to its
homeland, side by side with its Soviet ally and comrade-in-
arms. :
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On the same day, 23 June 1944, the Association of
Polish Patriots, together with the Polish Army, on the basis
of a resolution adopted by its Main Directorate, was subordinated
to the National People's Council--the first people's democratic
government, still operating, from the underground. At about
the same time, in the Janowski Forest and Skolska Wilderness,
units of the People's Army together with groups of Soviet
partisans fought hard battles with the invader.

I am recalling these events because of their historical
importance to our nation. They occurred on the very threshold
of the birth of People's Poland. There is symbolism in
them, and a lesson as well--we must preserve this symbolism,
strengthen it and pass it on to future generations.  We must

relate—to this symbolism each day of well performed soldierly
service.

The years, which passed since that time, constitute in
their essence a period of revolutionary transformations--and
therefore--foundations of the present. As soldiers, we
recall that those were also difficult years of continuous,
unyielding confrontation with imperialism, demanding constant,
intensive defensive effort. There were times when pressure
and tension grew to an extremely dangerous level. However,
in each instance imperialism had to back down, retreat,
restrain itself, which was always the result of the defensive
strength of socialism. To the sum total of this strength,
the Polish People's Army has always made, and continues to
make an active and earnest, loyal and proportional contribution.
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If currently a new leaf is being turned--the period of
detente--then it is a dialectic consequence of all those
confrontations, it is a historical result of effective
opposition to imperialism carried out on various levels:
ideological and political-diplomatic, economic and scientific-
technical--and in the final analysis the military defense.
level. As a result of these processes, particularly during
recent years, conditions favorable to improving international
relations and factors limiting the adventurism of imperialism
continued to develop. However, comrades, I ask you to note,
that not only imperialism's actual intent at a given moment
is important, but also what imperialism is potentially’
capable of undertaking, what originates from its nature, and
what is its main objective.

These considerations once more confirm the need to
continue strengthening the combined defensive potential of
socialism--the Warsaw Pact. It is this strength, and primarily,
the might of the Soviet Army and Navy, which lays real
foundations for mounting a peace offensive. It is the
Soviet Union that plays the leading role in this peace
offensive. Therefore, from here stems the feeling of reliance
and confidence which this tested ally inspires in us, who at
Yalta and Potsdam also insisted on recognition of our rights,
later cleared a way for us on the question of border recognition,
and finally now, at conferences at Geneva and Vienna, takes
a common stand on the interests of Poland and all countries
of the socialist community.
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Exercise "Lato-74" was but another practical example of
active participation of our armed forces in the military
organization of the Warsaw Pact, in particular, of brotherhood-
in-arms and collaboration with the Soviet Army. In this
spirit, I cordially welcome General Afanasyev F. SHCHEGLOV,
representative of the Supreme Commander of the Combined
Armed Forces and his colléagues, and express sincere appreciation
of their presence and friendly, helpful attitude toward our
exercise. I also sincerely welcome Lt. General Ivan A.
GERASIMOV, Commander of the Northern Group of Soviet Forces,
and Brig. General Vasiliy A. DANILOV, member of the Military
Council, and the entire team of Soviet comrades who came
superbly prepared, and I thank them for the assistance in

conducting the exercise and for their active participation
in it -

®
* *

The scenario for exercise "Lato-74" related to the
realities of the actual international situation, particularly
in the strategic-military aspect. In this situation, we
assumed the possibility of aggression as a result of a shift
in the policy of imperialism. Features of this shift were
presented today in detail by the Chief of Staff of the
Polish Armed Forces. I would like to refer briefly to some
of the ideas and aspects of this broad problem.

TS 788138
Copy #

TOP SECRET




“TOP'SEGRET (When Filled In)

-26-

. Let us view the international situation as a relation
between detente and chances for peace on one hand, and
tension and threat of war on the other hand. This, of
course, is a reflection of the relation between socialism
and imperialism. However, the fact of the matter is that
this relation develops in many different aspects and areas
of confrontation, and at this time, has developed successfull
and to an advanced stage. Therefore, even if the global
relation of forces were shifting in favor of socialism, its
components in individual aspects and areas could, during the
same time, be forming somewhat differently, some favorably, '
and some even unfavorably. Briefly speaking, socialist !
positions are not equally strong everywhere. .And herein
lies one of many reasons why simultaneously with the process

of detente, various explosive situations can develop.

Therefore, clearing the road to permanent peace requires
creating such realities in which positions once attained by
socialism are permanently secured and, which at the same
time, would constitute for the opposing side a final, established
condition difficult to reverse. In this sense, it is extremely
important to shape actively man's psychic domain, his views
and awareness oriented toward condemnation of militarism, -
demanding peace, and the public call for detente. This kind
of attitude is spreading in the West. Such an attitude is
holding back reactionary-military circles from winning
public opinion and stimulating various anti-communist neuroses.
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