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EYES ONLY T E H W  I 
TO: DR. KENRY A .  KISSINGER,  WASHINGTON 

FROM: A m .  RICHARD HELMS, TEHRAN 

. SUEUECT: KOSYGIN ARMS OFFER TO SHAH 

1. DURING CONVERSATION WITH SHAH AFTER PRESENTATION 

CRE!DENTIALS ON 5 A P R I L ,  HE ASKED THAT I PASS FOLLOWING TO 

PRESIDENT ONLY AND NOT TO STATE DEPARTMENT. FOREIGN MINISTER 

KHALATBARI, ONLY OTHER PERSON PRESENT, WAS ALSO HEARING T H I S  

INFORMATION FOR F I R S T  TIM33. 

2. DURING VISIT TO IRAN I N  MID-MARCH, KOSYGIN OFFERED 

SHAH QUOTE @G-25 ' S  AND T-65 ' S  UNQUOTE. WHEN MY EYEBROWS 

WENT U P  A T  NOMENCLATURE, SHAH S A I D  QUOTE WHEN HE GOT VO 

REACTION FROM ME, HE BEGAN TO TALK ABOUT M I G - 2 3 ' s  AND T-621s 

ALTHOUGH THE TANK HE WAS DESCRIBING HAD 120 MM. GUNS AND I 

BELIEVE T-62 HAS ONLY 115 MM ONES. I N  ANY EVENT I BELIEVE 

HE USED THE HIGH NUMBERS AT THE OUTSET TO EXCITE ME, WHICH 

OBVIOUSLY FAILED.  MY READING OF THE S I G N I F I C A N C E  OF THE 

OFFER IS THAT I F  HE COULD SELL M I G - 2 3 ' s  TO IRAN, THEN HE 

WOULD HAVE NO D I F F I C U L T Y  I N  INTRODUCING THEM INTO THE ARAB 

STATES OF THE REGION. I CAN ONLY ASSUME THAT T H I S  IS  WHAT 
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SOVIETS WANT TO DO. I F 

DUCTION OF OTHER THAN U.S. PLANES INTO MY AIR FORCE WOULD 

. .  
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I . .  I THE TANKS DON'T MEAN MUCH ONE WAY OR THE OTHER UNQUOTE. 
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