
RYBAT 

FOR DIRECTOR BUSH FROM HELMS 

1. Noked Tuesday morning i n  AP s t o r y  by David Mar t in  t h a t  you 

a r e  scheduled t o  m e e t  today wi th  Senator  Huddleston " t o  d i s c u s s  t.,e 

Committee's r e q u e s t  f o r  t h e  names of j o u r n a l i s t s  and news organi -  
\ I  

z a t i o n s  who have been on t h e  C I A  p a y r o l l .  

''a t o p  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c i a l  i n s i s t e d t h a t  Bush would n o t  RPT n o t  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t h e  s t o r y  s a y s  1 

t u r n  over  t h e  names t o  t h e  Committee under 

2 .  Del ighted  t o  w h a t  h t h i s  w i l l  be you 

are avoid'ing t h a t  s l i p p e r y  s l o p e  on which your predecessor  seemed 

t o  en joy  s k i i n g  so much. Every s e n s i b l e  alumnus would back you t o  

t h e  h i l t  on t h i s  s t and .  committees have no RPT 
r i g h t  t o  agen t  names. Reve i p e c u l i a r  

c l  extremely 1 

as o t  have t o  be f a m i l i a r  

what i s  go$ng on a t  t h e  Agency t o  be a b l e  t o  d i v i n e  t h a t .  

no 

t o  

l a r m f  u l  I 

w i t h  

3 .  A t  t h e * r i s k  of sounding g r a t u i t o u s ,  which I have no i n t e n t i o n  of  

be ing ,  I become i n c r e a s i n g l y  bemused by t h e  double  s t anda rd  p r a c t i c e d  

by t h e  Congress and t h e  p r e s s  on t h i s  i s s u e  of t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  

of  sou rces  used by i n v e s t i g a t i v e  r e p o r t e r s  and o t h e r  media news 

collectors. 

about  any th ing  under t h e  sun excep t  RPT excep t  t h e  sou rce  who leaked  

The p r e s s  contends t h a t  " t h e  p u b l i c  has a r i g h t  t o  know" 

t h e  informat ion  t o  t h e  j o u r n a l i s t .  If " t h e  p u b l i c  has  a r i g h t  t o  
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I e ?  ;;- 
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/ '  

c '  

know$'' not have "a right to know" 

about where the information originated? If you are offered a glass 

of water, you not only have a right to know that it is water but 

you s-hould also have a right bo know that it came from a poisoned 

well. The.Church Committee has not called one single newspaperman 

to attempt to ascertain where various leaks originated. All this * Committee has done is say "there have been no leaks from our 
EI 

/Comhittee". Nonsense. But what is more, in the long investigation 
/' 

which Church has undertaken, his Committee and its staff have made 

ces of patently phony allega- 

ons. Huddleston has struck 
_. 

me as a fairly sensible fellow. P 

this red herring: make-weight arg debating point. 

(Hope you do not mind mixed metaphors.) 

4 .  Referring to preceding paragraph, you will have undoubtedly h 

ike to chew on 

h 
I 

noticed that the Columbia Broadcasting System is prepared to back 

Daniel Schorr in protecting the confidentiality of the source from 

whom he acquired the House Intelligence Report. 

I have never heard it alleged that there is any constitutional 

I am no lawyer, but 

protection for the identify of news sources. 

about confidentiality is entirely a piece of media sophistry. 

But so far they have.been pretty successful in making it stick. 

The aseestbonc;.:;ac 

5 .  Good luck and warm regards. 


