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OF THE UNITED STATES, WITHIN THEMEANING OF TITLE 18, SECTIONS 792
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UB nationa;l,

"I thought you would be interssted in the attached articles taken from this \
morning's Manils Bulletin /25 Sep 53: article 'Alsop's Report' headlined \
'Columnist Seys Magraysay rican Choice in Election' by Joseph Als

Page 1, and editorial ‘Intervention Again'; editorial pus_e] » Things like

this cause a lot of difficulty for Americans in the Philippines for

Elpidio Quirino never falls to maks a big issue over Americans interfering

in Philipp politics, He is & very ruthless individual end could
prdb:gi{ be termed & modern Al Mapone. His two months sojowrn in Johns Hopkin's
certainly did not improve eithcl Lis disposition or his physical condition

to any marked degree. Nothing is allowed to stand in hie way with knifings

and shootings being the order of the day throughout the Philippines,

Recently, sn Americen Consul and his wife, sttached to the UB Eubassy were
pretty roughly handled by a couple of motoreycle policemen right in the

heart of Munila and there is almoet a continuous broadside being fired at
Ambaseador Spruance from Malscanan or the Presidential Palace. Fortunately, .
Axbassedor by.usnce has seen it to ignore most of the criticism but at !
tiwes must retaliste for the protection of the Ausricans here in the
Philippines. Ian essure you there is no love lost between them but I don't
see how 1t could be any different under the cireumstances /!
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"Remon Megsaysay is certainly looked wp to by the Filipino people over

and sbove everyone else but I don't think the consqlidation of the
Neclonalistas and the Democratic parties has helped his cause to any

great extent. A lot of confusion has resulted and while it is gradually
being ironed out, has presented somewhat of a divided front in supporting
him, However, Magsaysey continues tc cempaign from city to city and

barrio to barrio and is gaining a tremendous following. He is a fine man
and conducting a very intelligent and gentlemanly campaigh by ignoring the
cheap cleims and contentions of Quirino and the Liberal Party. The general
feeling seems to persist that Magsaysay will win the dection on November 10th

- but that Quirino will be the next President. Ballot boxes have a habit of very

nmysteriously disappearing or being stuffed by the party in power and in
addition; flying squadrons or armed thugs are quite successful in keeping
opposition votes away from the polls by threats and outright violence, I
would like very much to make a movie of some of these politicel gatherings
for they usually slways end up in & big fight but I just don't have the
nerve., Everyone seems to be packing & gun or a knife, known here in the
Philippines as & balisong, and don't hesitate to use them.”

“"The political cauldron will probably continue to boil with even greater fury

a8 we spproach election day with the result thet there will be a general

exodus of foreigners from Menila and the other cities Just prior to and Pollow-
ing ‘the election. I feel that it is jJust as deadly to be caught in the
drossfire as would be the case if the gun were simed at you and will Join

the rest of the foreign population and leave Manils from approxivately
Noveuber 6th to November llith or 15th, I have never been onme to run avay

from trowble but for safety's saks, belleve it the batter part of valor in
this politically crazed city. We must begin to think about making reserva-
tions, for every sultable plsces outside the firing zons will no doubt be

orowded with forsigners. Since Mageaysay's reslgnation as Sscretary of
Defenss, meny changes have been made in the Army and the ‘Philippine Constabulary.
Many of the high ranking officers have been replaced by questionable characters
who were lesders during the bloody elsctions of 1949, Everyone feels that
these moves ars indications of what can be expected in this ysar's election
and vhile every precaution is being taken by the opposition, still very

little can be done to cverruls the edicte of Prasident Quirino. I sure hope
that everyons is wrong in their deductions but I don't think it would be

very sound Judgment to stay around Manils to Pind out."

Z.Imil“bl@\ are photogrephic sopies of: (b)(3)

e) "Alscp's Report", headlined "Columnist Says Nugsaysay American Choice
. in Election", by Joseph Alsop, Page 1, Manila Bulletin, 25 Sep 53.

D) Editor{.aﬂ, “intervintion Again", editorial page, Menile Bulletin,
. 25 8ep 53,7 :
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ALSOP'S REPORT

Manile Bulletin, Fri. , Sept 25, 1953

e R —an . ey

COLUMNIST SAYS MAGSAYSAY
AMERICAN CHOICE IN ELECTION

The following article. first of !

wo on the Philippines, will ap-

pear shorlly in more than a hundred U.8. newspapers of large
cirenlation. It was wirelessed from Hongkong to New York and
airmailed exclusively to the Bulletin, which carries the column

regularly on the editorial page.

Mr. Alsop was a recent vigitor

to Manila where he saw nnd interviewed leaders of both the
Liberal party, including President Quirino, and the Nacionalis-

{a-Democratic coalition. The

tomorrow.

second article will appear

By JOSEPH ALSOP

Rudyard Kipling dismissed the
littie Englanders of his day with
the line, “They nothing know of
tngland who only England know.”
It. a quite different way, Am-
erica’'s involvement in the world
is relentlessly
producing a com- 3§
parable situa-
tion. For who’
at home under-:
stands, for ex-j
ample, that Am-}
erica mnow has:
a candidate in
a critical elec-§
tion in a major
Far Eastern na-
tion?

Certainly this
& o r r e spondent
had no such
ided until he reached the amia-
ble. steaming hot, charmingly gim-

'crnck, irrepressibly  vital Phil-

ippine capital. But here in Ma-
nilg it is clear at once thet Ra-
mon Magsaysay is the American
choice Aagainst the incumbent
President klpidio Quirino,  The
evidence speaks for itself with
a loud voice.

Ir: considering thig remarkable
fact. one can at lcast begin by
saying that we need not be
ashamed of our own side. Since
the end of the war, the omni-
present blackmail of the com-

.{ munist threat has extorted Am-

erican sgympathy, or money, or
mititaty aid, or in some cases al
three, for some highly unappetiz-
ing politicians and political re-
gtmes. But this is not true here.
The ailing, crafty and insatia-
ble Quirino came into office in
an wlection celebrated for its
fravdulence, With all his shrewd
charm, he still represents al-
(Continuad on page 2J i
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R "'»M“:{ " Mugsaysay cleansed his minis-
AW.)P trv and the Philipping army of

, ; - gruft and politics. He breathed
_‘Cm“"w froma page ' 1 g whelly new spirit into the
most every backward ieredency Ny gampaign against the Huks, By
Philippine and Asiatic  polities. untiring effort he destroved or
He is surrounded by m chaue) jocalized these communist guer-
whose rapacity has startled ven) gpilige and to checkmate commu-
tolerant Manila If he ie 2160t i ajes he began to offer his hew
e at all, he will win by the most Liyisior to hisg people ’
yuthless use of his control nf thej; In all this affort. Mausavsay
army and government me}c.{!!n‘fl‘b¢ % worked intimately with the Am-
for these are his only visibie 3up-{4 prican embassy and military ad-
part in an aroused nation . " yigory -group.  The relation was
Magsaysay, in contrast, crudel.v{ s hoppy that Quirino has even
gtznds for the future that Asia, rharge “that Magsaysay's Amer-
may reasonably hope tor, veti 4rgr Maison oflicer acted as
miay so easily be cheated ot by ‘Magsavsay's  public  relations
the powerful collaboration of cor-, man' Al that ended of course
rupt ruling clements and the! when Magsaysay left the Cabinet
always active communists . to run for the presidency against
The new man i not all that' his former chief. Our wholly ad-
the older man is. The finesse, | mirahle ambassador here, Admi-
the disillusioned knowledge of the “; r»! Raymond Spruance, has main-
wotla, the surface polish that are! tained an attitude of the strict-
s immediately siriking in Qui-i cat correctness in the present
rinn are not present in Magsay- reapipaign.
say. You think when you meet! | Mone the less, President Qui-
Migsaysay, “He has worked | Mo has twice burst out that the
with his bands and he fought in) embassy was intervening in the
the woods,” and you would still strupgle.  Although these un-
suspect these things if you id founded charges have had to be
not niready know them to be withdrawn, @Quirind’'a Supporters,
true And vou also think, sure-, ke Speaker Eugenio Perez, have
ly this man is a bit uncomplicat- continued to repast the actusd.
ed. even maybe a bit naif for one  tlon The resl attitude of the
whe must thread the labyrinths  American governmant iz discern
of Asiatic politics, and this is Jthe behind the correct facade ir
prohably true too, and may on® such . very simple fact 2s the
duy prove a drawback. Wre of = *E h’“j’ A
Yet this dark, vigorous, burn- ! of any Ewsenhower ac

i i T Srvinsuray R R
ing man is explosively courageous, jgepr foue L g T A

‘angrily homest, and above all “ppandin one aibwt 000 OTIME
|possessed of a vision of the fU- bz pecens.  mec satibe am
ture that has made him a 1ero  ,.jeq Nt '

fer v o dEer fagnt
L eec, Theres
Amoriean

'of his people. Today the Phil- PR
ippines 5 a poor land in which . Aapss v

a very fow enjoy great wealth. rongidnie i o Frorgone elew
Yet this iz also a land of M- {ion whe  oasll =0 o et nex
mense, untapped riches, with a [r vemner.  im wr e dentes il
frentier in Mindanao, in Mindoro, | mhe faer i+ orial for o ‘."‘an.pm—.
in Palawan, that holds almost |quee ihe riogt tar repeming el
the promise of thc American !iaeys ypon the furcre in Asia.

frontier.  The vision that Mag-. e e e |

‘saysay offers is a vision of na-
ticnal self-development, of hard-
working progress and betier hle
for the people.

I:ut this does not answer the
question of how the United States
czme to have this candidate in
tke eclection of another nation
all the way across the broad Pa-
cifie. The answer is at once sim-
ple and complex.

Magsaysay comes of relatively
humble people. He ran a bus line
before the war, In wartime, he
was the guerrilla leader of his
province. When peace came.
General MacArthur named hint
provincial governor. He ran for
congress and was elected. In the
poriod  when  the communist |
Jukbalahaps were still operating
in the suburbs of Maunila  his
bravery, energy and determined
anti-communism attracted atten-,
tion 1In that disordered time the
Philippine government was Hiving
by Americah ajd. American in-
fluence was an important factor
in reaking bdlagsavsay minister of |
defense.
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INTERVENTION AGAIN
The explosive topic of American
intervention in the Philippine

| elections has come up once more

iIn » slightly new way, via tha,
opposition to President Qutrimo’s
administration. Senator Laurel,

. talking msore or less informally, |

 peatedly

asked the American community

and American officialdom both
hera and abroad to “do some-:
thing” about the preservation of !
democracy in the Philippines. It|
might be coumsidered an open in-|
vitation to imtervene. '

The United States does indoed
have an ablding imterest in the
preservation of democracy ia this
rountry, both lts government and
its people. Every officlal action
and every. casual expression has
shown that to be true, ever since
independence was granted and
right up to the present moment—
increasingly so In fact, in recent;
months, We don’t helieve Dr.
Iaurel or anyone else has reagom .
to doubt that, :

Sg it becomes necessary to de-
termine, so far as it can be done,‘

" just how far the United States or

any of its citizens or fnstitutions

" should go in trying to further the

preservation of demaocratie instl-
tutions at a time when political
rivalry causes every action and
cvory word Lo be suspect of par-;

. tisanship.

i

What the United States and its:
citizens cannot do s weil detined
by law, and has been called ro-
to attention by the
American embagsy. It is not per-
missible to contribute money to-,
wards the election or the defeat |
of any candidate, nor to actively |
joln an elaction campaign, or to
attempt to vote. It ts againsi
hoth American law and Philippine |
taw to do so, and the Philippine '

and
;

BRI

Chae

What the Tnited Sintes '«:\Fiurn_v
toretgn  nation counld e
and  with  proprieiy  to
“yreserve demaerney’ in the Phil-
ippines Las not been defined, awd
is @ confroversial stihjeet ladesd,
that br  faurel had
been wore &parific about what he

ather

I.‘a'{x”.\

woash

meant by ib. We doyn’t Think he
maennt the Upited Startes should
make a direer  attempt to M-

coters, I he did we ean-
with him. That wenld:
a tneit viobtion of Sf)"l‘l‘f‘iﬂflt)"
wouid nur  mutual

Hoenee

rnot agres

e

Cenenties o efanes to mock anew &t

;:-n‘nn
ENIHE T

nrehibhition

indeprndenee. L.
An officipl or unotfieial p\prvs-"
af nrefevence for one eandi-’

a1 annther, ov one political
rephime 0% against another ahouwld
not be a vislabon of gither sover-
ecignly or decorum.  In fact auy
against i, seif-impos-
othorwise  wollld seem to

the privilego  of  free

Any reperting of opinton

or othel na-|

od
viodale

[ith

spPeci

anong  AMericnas

fFisuals, such as tor fnetanen Mr.|

Cduneph
" rront

Pelepn

T terest

Visop's article on today's
g within the brst
traditions of & free press sp long
it evaluation based o

[ LET 40N

ns in an

Cimpartial investigation.

And withont fear or hesitalion

Cit weetts o ons that the Ameriean
Dgoaverminent aakl B people should
S take u

artive interest
of free nnd
without vintence
eoercion,  Suarh in-
tern exhibited freely,
aud will eontinte,

[ (S

militantiy
prosertafion
chections,
scibirernst

ire thee

st
has
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