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United States Departurent of ustice
Federal Burenu of fivestigution
May &, 1955

Re: MARIJAN JOHN MARKUL

323h Oriffin Avenue, Los Angeles, California, furnished infor-
mation whigh concerns the question of the identity of Marshal/
JOSIP BROZ/LITO of Yugoslavia. Mr. MARKUL stated that in his
opinion the man reprasenting himself today as Marshal TITO is
“a not the real JOSIP BROZ TITO but he 1is & Russian agent who

. adopted the identity of JOSIP BROZ TITO in 1937, at which tims.
the real TITO dissppesred in Russia.

The following background information concerning
MARIJAN JOHN MARKUL is set out; He was born at Liwvno,
Yugoslavis Movember 27, 1909. He was naturalized t¢s 8 U. 3.
oitizen Naroh 1%, 1984, He merved in the U. 8. Army from
Ootober 9, 1942 to Noveamber 30, 194N, when he was honorsbly
disoharged as a corporal, Army Serial No, 26609131. He
emigrated to\the United States in May, 1936. His wife is
INORID XLING L, who is employed as a laboratory teshni-
alan at the Angeles County Hospital. She 1s z native borm
. American eitizen. At the present time MARIJAN JOHN MARKUL
) owns and operates the Larchmont Coffee Snop, 236 North
Larchmont Boulevard, Los Angeles. '

~ MARIJAN JOHN MARKUL furnished the following informa-
tion conserning TITO and concerning his trip to Yugoslavia,
~ It ia not known how much credence oan be placed on ths sllegs-
tions made by MARKUL. He advised he is a 300lallst and that
he desires to furnish information which might be of importance
to the security of the United States. : .

: NAREUL visited Yugoslavia in 1953, at whioh time he
talked with PITO0 on two different ocoasiong. During the first
vipit with Marshal TITO, MARKUL had an sudience with him for
about an hour. During this time he noticed that TITO had five

. fingers on each hand, wheress he stated that the real TITO had
two fingers missing, the middle and forefinger of the left hand.
He noted that the TITO he met in 1953 seemed to be very well
eduoated and was an acaomplished pianist, whersas he sald the
resl TITO was not well edusated and to his knowledge oould not
play the piano. Morsover, subjeot stated that tne real TITO,
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E ‘l ' On April 20, 1955 MARIJAN JOHN MARKUL, homs address
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known to him as JOSIP BROZ, was about 5'l1l" in heignt and the

man that he mot {n 1953 as TITO was only 5'E". Furthermore,
MARKUL noted that the man he met in 1953 as 7170 had a slight
Russian sccent and 3poke in a rather soft voice, whereas the

TITO he kmew spoke in 3 more brusque and sharp voice. MARKUL
adviaed that the real TITO was not haealthy and had tubsroulosis
and that he disappsared in 1937 when hs was in Russis. He advised
that he had seen and talked with the resl TITO in 1928 in .
Yugoslavia, and that he agsin saw him about 1936 in paris, Prance.
He bellisved that he saw him in Jenuary or Rebrusry of 1935 or
1932 in Paris on the street and was positive that this was the

real TIT0. :

After this 1953 viait to TITO which took place in
L Belgrade, Yugoslavia, he visited a married sister in Ragrebd,
el Yugoslavia, ANNA\MARKUL, who was married to Dr.'BORIS!GORIC.
S NARKUL's sister ANNA i3 a dootor and her husband {s also a
o : dogtor. His sister ANNA asked him about his interview with
- Marshal TITO and then asked him if he thought it was the real
TIT0, and he anawered "no.” His sister then said that she and
ner husband as well as some other Yugoslavs do not believe that
the man representing himself as Marshal TI1T0 is ths real TITO,
They told him that after 1937 they heard TITO talk on the radio
and noted a change in his ascoent, and that it appeared to them
that the man now repreagrting himself ss TITO has a Russian
acosnt. MARKUL further\said that nis father, age 89, 1s atill
living; his name is IVANIMARKUL and that he knew the real TITO
inasmich as he had worked in the same town in yugoslavia, and
that 4in tha father's opinion the man representing himsalf now -
e a8 TITO im not the ssme TITO who was Smaretury of the Commsunist
A Party in Yugoslavia previocus to 1937. ' :
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MARKUL whils in Zagereb was invited to attend a
‘reception for TITO and ha did so. This . was his sesond meeting
in 1953 with Marshal TITO, Thers wers about 80 psople present
at the reception in Zagreb. During the seoond meeting he and
his wife, INGRID MARKUL, were trsated coldly by Marshal TITO
and he, in fact, hardly spoke to either of them., After. this
\“x;cooption he then talked for thres houra with ALEKSANDAR
ANKOVIC, who MARKUL said is head of the Seocurity Syatem for
!ugonlavia and who, in the opinion of MARKUL, is the most
important man in Yugoslavia, not sxoepting TITC. MARKUL
advined that he also talked with RANKOVIC for three or four
hours after his first visit with the man rxrnunung bimself
8s Marshal TITO. During both these talks with RANKOVIC,
MARKUL reported that he told RANKOVIC that in his opinion
Marshal TIT0, who is now the leader in Yugoslavia, is not the
real TI10 and that he knew he was not because the real TITO had
two fingers missing on his left hand. (n both ogcasions '
ALEKSANDAR RANKOVIC told MARKUL that he should not concern
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oo himsell with such things but should enloy his vimit to Yugoslavia.
: Then RANKOVIC chasnged the subject and did not let MARKUL talk
" i about TITO. .
)
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MARKUL went on to say that he knew RANKOVIC very well
ingomuch as he had been in prison uitn him in Yugoslavia in :
. 1927. MARKUL advised that he and AANKOVIC were both arrested
cal in connection with trade union aglitatlion and that he amd
Lok RANKOVIC spent suven days in cne room in a jail in Yugoslavia
s shortly after being arrested, and thai he became well acquainted
N with RANKOVIC. He said RAMXKOVIC used to be a tsilor but that
Jd he is now 2 very shrewd individual and in his opinion RANKOYVIC
o 2 sctually has ths most ler of ‘anyone in Yugoslavia. RANKOVIC
L did not ask him, he said\, about Amsrica or Asericans, but he
A did ask him about AMDREW YARTUKOVIC who is now residing in Los

o 3 Angsles and whom the Yugoslav Qovernment is attempting to

S extradite as an alleged wer criminal. RANKOVIC told him he
. could not underatand why the American governmant psrmitted &
) man 1ike ARTUKOVIC to stay in the United States, and MARKUL

sald he told RANKOVIC that in the United 3tates everyone 1s
antitled to a fair trial, which is not the case in Yugoslavia,

MARKUL advised that in hia opinian the Yugoslav
Government 18 secretly cooperating with the Scviet Union amd
that within four or five months this fact will be evident to
everyons. He further stated thst in hia opinion the man
representing himself as Marashal TITO is actually a Russion
agent and ls subservient to the USSR. NARKUL advised that he,
himself, speaks Rusaisn and thst he llved in Russia for three
years from 1930 to 1933, and he noticed wany people in restaur-
ants in Yugoslavia and in other public places who he believed
were Russian agents in plain wvlothes. He further stated that
it was clesarly evident to him and to many other Yugoslavs that
if the soviet Union had wanted to dispose of the head of the
Yugoslay Qovernment, it could have dones s0 very easlily at any
time. MARKUL advised that in 1930 he himself went to Rusoia
thinking that the social conditions were good there, but that
: he was arrestsd there for not fulfilling his work quots and
! he apent most of his time thera in Rusaian prisons. In 1933

he escaged [rom Russis by way of sn&;a.

© MARKUL seid that {3") 21VKO\FOPALOVICH, who lives at
the following address, could verify his statements; I. Av. du Xy,
gorps Hyeres-var, Prance., MARKUL said that Dr. TOPALOVICH knew :
the real TITO well hecause Dr. TOPALOVICH was on the Yugoslav T
ARy staff many years ago and had conferences with him. Dr. '
TOPALOVICH, according to KARKUL, sald that he believed the

MAn who 1s representing himself au Marshal TITC 1a very likely
a Rugsian general whoss real name is General! NIKOLAI \LEBEDEV
#L.I. Dr. TOPALOVICH rsported to JARKUL he had mat ‘this
ussian genaral on & number of occasions prior to 1937 and that
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s{‘ g,‘i he imew this man was a trained communist. NARKUL further
i stated Dr. TOPALOVICH had besn sentenced Ly the Yugoslav
;Jq ;S}’ . governmant to over twenty yeara imprisonment and that he
Fadl ‘ aumot Teturn to Yugosiayia without being arrested and Jjalled.
i} related that Dr. TOPALOVICH speaks Russian and in his
“r 'j‘- Pr. TOPALOVICH is 2 man of intelligencs and

. good
PR | oter. In this re he said that he had Weard that Dr.
‘p:;i.. - JOPAIOVICH has spoken connection with the Volce of america
Sl in Peris, Franse. MARKUL advised that the ﬂﬂ?l
Pian s whe 18 now head of the government in Yugoslavia is egred
TS shd hated by mire than eighty per scent of the Yugoslav people.
: Acserding to SARKUL moqhvu is in s very bad condition
econcmionlly. He ate the reason why the Yugoslsy. Qovernment
318 has & difference with the soviet Union 1is 8o that
t will get ald from Amerisz and that actuslly there i3 no reasl
splis de Yugoslavis and the Boviet tmion,

RARQUL advised that he had the officisl:
13 of Warahal TIYO by VLADINIR and bhed noted
tha are disorepancies it conoerning the
personal history of ({"TITO" published by Simen and
Schuster, New York, 1953). ' )

| Wiwild |, pONHUEATIAL L A T

(3

i v
IS L T B e e LA T TE CTETRTeRTesPR 97 PR SUICE SR S P REAL S L
TR+ S e A MRS UL L ot
AT <‘~,' .'J'.." ’.'i'c‘.."n:..:;"'.'.. e e EA R R S vl "‘l._‘»_". ., N
' [AVRE ,.,h e, s . R g Ve s PI T ety

1 b " " ’ "

S BRI iie

. Lo )]

': )

o

'
.. e
IR

] . o
iy Ay, Ll \
.),}5),;,?.: S




