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RONN, Dee. 30—For
vears the world has looked
fur Martin Bormann, Hit-
ler's deputy and the chiel of
the Nazl Party. .

Nnw a Cesman, Erich Karl
Wriedwald, an S8 corporal in
Berlin in the last days of the
war. is prepared to say
publicly that he knows the
truth about him. .

Is Wiedwald telling the
truth? Tire obvious motives
for lying can be ruled out:
He has nat mentioned pay-
mens, and i he is a mad
exhibitionist  he  has  dis-
semiled to the point of de-
claring that he did not cave
wherer or not his name
was used.

e might be. working {or
the Wesl German
ment, trying lo embarrass
the Brazilians into handing

22

‘Bmman"l over. But the way
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rever. e ahe

deadly
south the Paracuayan guisle
Is so treacherous that ot s
all but Impassahle, ’
The roads to the west—.
from Asuncien in Paraguay,

the

or down the Brwilian bhor.
der from DBella Vista—r.ass
through territory  comoed
by.  hostile  militia  (again,
mostly  bribed) and  cven
more hostile  Grrman  sel-
tiers,

To the north lics lhc only
infernational airpor{, at

Carbo Grande.  But  the
wolon, s trucks take three
davs to reach base  with

supplies rom there,
Wiewald cemphasized sev-
eral'times that his geograph;,
was ten years out of date.
He left Kolonie Waldner 535
in December, 1958. He last
saw Bormann briefly in

Montevideo in March. 1963,
and Bormann's licutenant,
Rolf Schwent, in Tlolland

this summer.

Yet Bormann is nol a man
to move unless foreed by
some crisis. When Wicdwald
joined him at the end of
1947, Bormann was living 1
“the Switzerland of Arven-
ting,” on a HMdGacre caltie-
and-shecp ranch .60 miles
south of San (Carlos de Bari-
loche, alimost 'in the Andes.
The area is one of the bus-
fest tourist spots of Argen.
tina. But Bormann did not
move on vntil his political
protecter, the dictator Juan:

Peron, was overthrown at
the end of 1955
Borman stazed  for two

vears with an eud ecolleague,

Gen, Richard Gluecks, wha
had  been responsible  for
the  concentration  eamps

and the property taken from
the Jows passed in them
Gluer ks was then — and,
Wicdwald thinky is now —
on a ranch on Lake Ranco
in Chile, not far from the
town of Ranco itsell.

Koleaie  Walner
altogether more secure than

Man Sa ys‘

“hardware

335 i< .

Lake Ranco.o s layout as
haxiecatly - the  bavrack
square, eight huats Tacing a -

central courtyard shout (50

vareds peross. Bormann's
houve,
strueted hungolow, is at the
fap left of the square from
Cothe entranes. Itis, not sug
prisinuty, the nearest
o THe eolony TS ONCRpe 1t
Tooo Dieyy Cubs
Bormann’s vast wealih en
sures e b the coinny's pen
and sty Dreedon

Frovirsr

foeelian

o toig,

the oniy solidly eone

v:n:m Press International

MARTIN BORMANN
..« dying in stronghold?

Hitler's private wealth (all
nf which Bormann cxpropri-
ated), »lus another $31.2 mil-
lion in SS funds. Wicdwald
ciaims to know of three
other wanted war criminals
in South Amecerica. There is
Gluecks in Chile. Auschwitz
rhysician Josel Mengele, he
mainlains iy an army docter
with the rank of major oper-
ating in the garrison of “An-
tonio Lopez™ in the military
zone in northeast Paraguay.
Goestapo chief Heinrich Mul-
ler and an lalian girl run a
and  provisions
store in the suburb of Na.
tal, in northeast Brazil,
Here: is Wiedwald's ver-
sion of Bormann's escape:
On May 2.3, 1945, as the
Allied armies ground down
the last pockels of Nazi re-
sistanee in Berlin, 19-year-
owd Frich Karl Wiedwald. -
a rorparal ‘n the Frundsheri
Division of the $S- cound
himsell in a Russian eme~
seney field hospital at Koe-

CTHE WASHINGTUN POSY

Spnelis Do

LTS
R .

AT

on the

sontiiern od o of Berlin,

He know he could find
sanctuary in the home of an
‘unele at Dahlem, a suburb
to the west of Berlin, But in
planni»z his trip ‘with an-
other - oo the “"walking
wounded.” he was overheard
by five men on the hespital
_verandah.

They wore assorted uni-
forms. One, disguised in the
uniform of the Berlin anti-

ouswusierbarsen,

aireraft troops, was Bor-
mann. Another, b n 8§
camouflage smock, was
Sehwent.

Schwent did the talking,
and he persuaded Wiedwald
that the journey round Ber-
lin to Dahlem would be less
hazardous for a group. On
May 4, the group arrived at
the ivy-covered semidetached
house at 9 Fontanestrasse,
Dahiem,

After the Russians stopped
them on the way to an es-
tate in South Mecklenburg,
Bormann and Schwent de-
cided to bead north, to the
last bhastinn of resistance
heing organized by Admiral
Docenitz. 'Thcy took the dar-
ing course of simply watking
down Lthe Autohahin to the
west—right through the Brit-
ish lines.

Wiedwald learned later
from Schwent that Doenitz's
resistance had dird bhefore
the party ever reached him.
Bormann joined the S§
tscape route. the QOdessa
Line.

COther  investizators, not-
bly the Israclis, have pieced
weether his travels throuch
Austria. over the Brenner
mss inio Italy, to a monas-
try in Rome, on a fishing
mat from Genoa to Spain,
axd finally, in the n.iddie of

147, to South America.
Wiedwald savs he Xknows

mthing of this journey.
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BONN, Dee. 30—For 22
sears the world has looked
for Martin Bormann, Hit
ler's depuly and the chief of

the Nazi Party,

Naw-a Geeman, Erch Karl
Wiedwald, an 88 corporal in
Berlin in the last davs of the
war, is  prepared 1o say

publicly that he knows the

truth about him,

Is  Wiedwald 1telling the
truth? Tize obvions motives
for lyving can be ruled out:
He has uat mentioned pay-
ment, and i he is a mad

.exhibitionist  he  hos  dis-

sembled to the poiat of de.
claring that he did not care
whe! rer or nol his name
was used. ) :

e might he working for
the West German govern-
ment, trying to embarrass

the Brazilians into handing
Bormann over. But the way
(AN . .
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sotuth the Paracuayan pusdie
is so freachervus that a1t s
all but impassable, ]
" The roads to the wesf—.
from Asuncien in Paraguay,
or down the Bewvillan bhor-
der from Bella " Vista—ass
through fterrvitory comoned
by hostile militia  (again,
mostly  bribedd and  even
more hostile German - set-
tlers, :

To the north lies the only
international aivrport, at
Canwo  Grande. But  the
colon, 's trucks take three
days to reach  base with
supplies from there,

Wiewald emphasized sev:

- eral times that his geograph;,
was ten years out of date.
He left Kolonie Waldner 335
in December, 1958, He last

"saw Bormann  briefly in
Montevideo in March, 1965,
and Bormann’s lieutenant,
Rolf Schwent, in Holland
this summer. - ’

Yel Bormann is-not a man
to move unless forced hy
some cerisis. When Wiedwald
juined him at the end of
1947, Bormann was living in

“the Switzertand of Argen.
na” on a 3600acre callie-
and-sheep ranch 60 miles
south of San (“arlos de Bari-
loche, almost in the Andes.

The area is one of the hus- -

iest tourist spots of Argen.
tina, But Bormann did not
move oa vntil his political
protecter. the dictator Juan
Peron, was overthrown at
the cnd of 1953,

Borman stazed for two
vears with an et colleague,
Gen, Richard Gluecks, who
had  bheen responsible  for
the  conceniration  eamps
and the property taken from
the Joews gassed in them.
Gluerks was then — and,
Wicdwald thinks is now .~
on a ranch on Lake Ranen
in Chile, not far from the
town of Raneo itsell.

Koleaie Walner 535 s
altnvether more secure thin
Lake Ranco. "Us dayout is
hasically - the barvrack
square, eight huts facing a
central eourtyard about 50
yartds across.
houee, the only solidly eon-
strueted bungalow, is at the
far left of the square from
the entrance, It is, not ~ur

Bormunn's’

-

prisingly, the nearest hogse

tn the colony's escape roate
- Two Pirse Cubs,

Bormann's vast wealth en
sures hoth the cotouy’s pro.
teetion and  its [recdom
rom toil,

Senwent appioently onee
eamated o Wiedwald thae

Ormant’s meome wias an -

must $36.000 a maeaih, From
the  coxss an e camgp,
Wirdwaid 1hinks Bormann’s
ceapital e Frome 885 s
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... dying In stronghald?

Hitler's private wcalfh tall

of which Bormann expropri-
ated), nlus another $31.2 mil-
lion in SS funds. Wiedwald
ciaims -to know of three

Jother wanted war eriminals

in South America. There is
Glueeks in Chile, \uschwilz
rhysician Josel Mengele, he
tdintains is an army docter
with the rank of major oper
ating in the garrison of “An-
tonio Lopez™ in the military
zone in northeast Paraguay.
Gestapo chief Heinrich Mul-
ler and an Italian girl run a
hardware and provisions
store. in the suburb of Na-
tal. in northeast Brazil.
Here is Wicdwald's ver-
sion of Bormann's escape:
On May 23, 1945, as the
Allied armics ground down
the last pockets of Nazi re-
sistance in Berlin, 19-year-
old Erich Karl Wiedwald. .-
a corporal ‘n the Frundsheri
Division of the S8~ round
himself in a Russian eme—
veney field hospital at Koe-

- Bormann

soutiiern ed ¢ of Borlin,

He know he could find
sanctuary in the home of an’
uncle at Dahlem, a suburb
tp the west of Berlin, But in
plannirz his trip with an-
other o. the *“walking
wounded” he was overheard
by five men on the hospital
verandah,

They wore assorted uni.
forms. One, disguised in the
uniform of the Berlin anti-

aireraft troops, was DBor.
mann. Another, In arn 8S
ceamouflage smock, was
Schwent.,

Schwent did the talking,
anel he persuaded Wiedwald
that the journey round Ber-
lin to Dahlem would be less
hazardous for a aroup. On
May 4, the group arrived at
the ivy-covered semidetached
house at 9 Fontanestrasse,
Dahlom,

Alter the Russians stopped
them on the way to an es-
{ate in South Mecklenburg,
Bormann and’ Schwent de-
cided to head north, to the
last hastion of resistance
being organized by Admiral
Doemitz. They took the dar-
ing course of simply walking
down the Autobahn to the
west—right through the Brit-

_ish lines,

Wiedwald learned later
from Schwent that Doenitz's
resistance had died before
the party ever reached him,
joined - the &S
tscape route, the Odessa
uine. .

Other investizators, not.
bly the Israclis, have pieced
mgether his travels throuch
Austria. over the Brenner
pss into Haly, 0 a monas.
try in Rome, on a fishing
Wal from Genoa to Spain,
axd linally, in the r.iddle of
147, to  South America.
Wiedwald says he knows
nrthing of this journey.




Wicdwald alsa says he did
not recognize Bormann, e
learned wha he was in 19486,
after accidentally meeting
Schwent again and deciding
to zccompany him to South
America, “more -out of a
sense of adventure than any-
thing.” .

According to Wicdwald,
Bormann is unrccognizable
from his photographs, and
" he-is dying. . .

He is unrccognizable: be-
cause of a botched job of
plastic surgery in Bucnos
Aires soon after he landed.
According to Wiedwald, it
left Bormann’s lace pufly,
blotchy and partly deformed.
* To hide these scars, Bor-
manun is never sech withoutl
a wide-brimmed hat and
heavy dark glasses. Thesoe,
plus” his habitual: dress of
white shirt,  wide breeches
and high riding boots; give
him the air of a typical pros-
perous landowner. -

The only peculiarity, ac-
cording to Wiedwald, is that
Bormann'’s riding boots arc
brown. The SS traditionally

_spurned brown boots as sym- |

bels of “the decadent upper
classes.”

The apparent explanation
may also indicate one factor
in Bormann's immunity trom
arrest. Paratuayan President
Alfredo Stroessner favors
hrown bhoots, an1 Bormann
admires Stroessier extrava.
vantly. .

Stroessnes seems to  re-
turn the tompliment. Ac-
cording ' Wiecdwald, a
framed pibotograph of
Stroessner.:nsceribed “To my

friend.” haspride of place in

Rormann'sbedroom, along
withy portrats of H.er and
_ Gochbels, .

Ironically  Bormann  bhe.
lieves It wis his first hero,

fn mremak e e b e

- killing  him.

Hitler, who caused the stom
ach _ecancer  thal now
Bormann has
always been a heavy smoker.
But Hitler, the ascetie vege-
tarian, hatcd. tobaces. Bor-
mann, in_ desperation, was
driven to furtive drags in
the lavatory of Hitler's
bunker. The nicotine of his
strong, filterless cigarettcs,
combined with an "anxiety
neurosis.,” he thinks, gave
him cancer.’ ' o

But Bormann is apparent-
ly resigned. to death, le
smokes and drinks excessive-,
lv (he prefers Vat §9 Scofch,
also- Stroessner’'s favorite).
He does not seem worricd
hy the slim possibility that
he may bhe captured. al
though the rest of the ¢olony
is trigger-happy.

Bormann still drcams of
recognition, In his pep taiks
to the colony-—like Hitler's

is

‘wartime speeches, but now

“always sounding the same.”
according to Wicedwald—he
used to talk of getling a
square deal for the Nazis
from the International Court

ot

©erazy.

" ment”

The Hague, or
the United Natons.

The. colony’s [feast days
arc almost
Rormaiii's men cele.

brate Hitler's birthday

(April 20), his srizure of |
-power (Jan. 30), the aboriive

1923 coup (Nov. 9), and Bor-

mann's birthday (June 17), .
and sing the Horst Wessel
Nazi bal- !

song and other
lads.

their only “‘entertain-
is L.k, and thelr
tople the dear dead

ley,

only
days. )

It. Is a dying community.
In the last two years, women
scem to have bheen allev-ed

i
perhaps

theatrically |

Apart from a bmﬂing al- i

in for the first time, Provi- - -
nu:;l_\' Bormann had refused

them as a ‘security risk"”
and angrily dismissed " as

“irreverent to Hitler’s mem.

ory” a proposal for a Nordic
stud farm.

- But the outpost exists for
only one man. Even if chil- .
dren are born, it is hard to -
believe that Kolonie Walg-

ner SSS will long outlive its
founder.




