R il i

or Release: 2019/05/07 C03191553

- TOP SECKREl

NN

Y

O
—
—~

22 June 1959

SC No. 03287/59
CONTINUED CONTROL Copy No. C

CENTRAL
INTELLIGENCE

~e\LIGE ——

e e DO R
< Gt @
& &
& 5}

AR

NAaalalllllnminmnnnn

/ g/b)(3)
4 é
é THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS CODE WORD MATERIAL é
/ /
/ /
/ /
7 /
é TO ET 7
/S namoved for Relsase 2010108107 GO31015582/ /0 /S

@



Approved for Release: 2019/05/07 C03191553
[ RV o whnei

The Daily Brief of the CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE BULLETIN is
produced by the Director of Central Intelligence in consultation
with representatives of departments and agencies of the United
States Intelligence Board. Back-up material is produced by CIA
with as much consultation with other departments and agencies as
is practicable. When, because of the time factor, consultation with
the department or agency of primary concern is not practicable,
the brief will be produced by CIA and marked with an asterisk.
Intelligence in this publication is based on all sources, including
COMINT.

Interpretations of intelligence information in this publication rep-
resent immediate and preliminary views which are subject to modi-
fication in the light of further information and more complete
analysis.

Certain intelligence items in this publication may be designated
specifically for no further dissemination. Other intelligence items
may be disseminated further, but only on a need-to-know basis.

WARNING

This document contains classified information affecting the national
security of the United States within the meaning of the espionage
laws, US Code Title 18, Sections 793, 794, and 798. The law prohibits
its transmission or the revelation of its contents in any manner to
an unauthorized person, as well as its use in any manner prejudicial
to the safety or interest of the United States or for the benefit of any
foreign government to the detriment of the United States.

THIS DOCUMENT MUST BE KEPT IN COMMUNICATIONS
INTELLIGENCE CHANNELS AT ALL TIMES

It is to be seen only by US personnel especially indoctrinated
and authorized to receive COMMUNICATIONS INTELLIGENCE
information; its security must be maintained in accordance with
COMMUNICATIONS INTELLIGENCE REGULATIONS.

No action is to be taken on any COMMUNICATIONS INTELLI-
GENCE which may be contained herein, regardless of the advantages
to be gained, unless such action is first approved by the Director
of Central Intelligence.
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(@ Cuba--Drastic purge of air force of-
ficers follows army command shake-
up. Opposition to regime apparantly
increasing. NR Record
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II1. THE WEST

Cuba: The drastic purge of air force officers carried out
during the past week apparently was instigated by Raul Castro,
the extremist young armed forces chief and brother of the prime
minister. The affected officers, including most of Cuba's rated
pilots, were known to be seriously concerned over Communist
penetration of the armed forces. The purge follows an impor-
tant shake-up in army commands and reports of the discharge
of army officers in various parts of the country. Meanwhile,
rising opposition to the regime among other groups resulted dur-
ing the week in the first wave of antigovernment terrorism since (b)(3

the fall of Batista.| =~ (Page 5)
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I111. THE WEST

Cuban Air Force Purge Coincides With Rising Opposition
To Regime

Major Raul Castro, brother of the prime minister and chief
of the Cuban armed forces, was responsible for the drastic air
force purge which resulted in the dismissal of most of the force's
rated pilots, |

| The purge, which became public knowledge on (b)(3)

18 June, also resulted in the replacement of Major Pedro Diaz
Lanz as air force chief.

Diaz Lanz, who was prominent among those officers seriously
preoccupied with Communist penetration of the armed forces, is
believed to have been particularly worried about the Communist
influence in the recently established schools that have been giving
six-week coursesinpolitical indoctrination to many Cuban military
personnel. Diaz Lanz' half brother approached the US Embassy on
1 June for an opinion as to whether anti-Communist Cuban officers
should go into exile or remain to resist Raul Castro's policies fa-
voring the Communists.

The air force purge follows an important shake-up in army
commands and reports of the discharge of army officers in sev-
eral parts of the country. These moves reflect the regime's ef-
forts to remove potential dissidents from the military.

Rising opposition to the regime among other groups led dur-
ing the week to the first significant wave of antigovernment ter-
rorism since the fall of Batista last January and to increasing
evidence of government fear of an imminent counterrevolutionary
effort.

The American army attaché in Cuba believes Raul Castro's
frequent trips to eastern Cuba during the week may be related to
fear of an attack from the Dominican Republic in retaliation for
probable Cuban support of the 14 June rebel landings in that coun-
try. A knowledgeable Cuban exile in the Dominican Republic told
an American Embassy officer in that country on 18 June that an
armed Cuban exile force there was nearly ready to attack Cuba,
but that he believes the attempt will probably fail. ‘ (b)(3)
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