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Armed Forces

A. Defense establishment (S)

The regular armed forees of Thailand have a
personnel strength of ahout 206,000, The army. with
132,100 pessonnel, dominates the armed forces and
constilutes the country’s chief deterrent to foreign
attack. It also plays the preeminent wole in cambating
Communist-directed insurgencies. The navy has a
streagth of 27.300, including a 9,000-man marine
corps, and a ship inventory of sbout 161 ships and
craft. The air force has 46,600 personner and 349
aireraft. almost all of U.S, munofactuse. These are the
only indigenous SEATO armed forces on the
Southeust Asian mainland. The regnlae armed Forees
are augmented by the Border Patrol Police (BPP). the
Police Aerial Reinforcement Units (PARU), Spretal
Action Forees (SAF), and the Marine Police Foree
{puramilitany components of the Thai National
Police), as well us a part-time Volunteer Defense Corps
supervised by the Ministry of Intertor. ln wartime or
other national emergeney. control of the police
arganization {excluding the Metropulitan Police)
would he transferred from the Ministn of Interior to
the Ministry of Pefense.

Among the regular armed forces, the navy is the
least significant even thowgh the marine COFps
compaonent is considered to be reasonably well truined
andd el This lack of consequence dates from an
unsuceessint bid for politieal power by the navy in
1951. Following the suppression of the sebellion, the
navy was lurgely neutrlized as an effective combat
force. Nevertheless, it has continued to reeeive defonse
budgetl allocations since reasons of pational prestipe
require thit Thalland have o navy. As a result,
valuable resources have been expended (o keep barely
sea-worthy vessesls aflout and 1o buy new ones which
gratify the Thai national ego but are of questionable
wlility.

The air force, which joined the army in suppressi ng
the navy rebels in 1951, has not been as inhibited in its
development as has the navy. While some senior
officers have been politically active, the bulk of the
officer corps has remained rekatively unpoliticized.
The air foree relies almost exclusively on U.S. materiel,

training methods, and operational concepts Tt i
probably the best trained and led of the three major
services,

The army is by far the nost important branch of the
armed forees. Between the 1952 revolution., which
overthrew the absolute monaschy, and Oclober 1873,
the urmy had been Thailand's preeminent pulitical
ongaizalion. During most of this perdod, military
officers had occupied the position of prime minister
Until late 1973, wrny officens held mam ke cabinet
posts. They were ubiquitous on the boards of large
commercial corporations and headed the majority of
the numerous state-contyoiled corporations, which are
engaged in industries as varied as transportation and
sugar refining. The area of responsibility assigned to
the urmy officer corps extended far beyond national
defense, and far many of its members. military duties
were completely overshadowed by other interests.

The military is presently maintaining a very low
profile politically as a result of the stucent rots in late
1973 and the asequent foreed wsignations of Field
Marshal Tharom, who was Supreme Commander of
the Armed [-orces, Prime Mini ter, Defense Minister,
and Foreign Miuster, and Field Marshal Praphat.
who was Deputy Supreme Commander, Deputy Prime:
Minister, Minister of Interior, and Director of the
National Poliee. They are now in exile. The Army
Commander in Chief, General Krit Sivara has given
his unqualified support to the newly installed civilian
carelaker government headed by Sanya Thammasak.
If the civilians are able to administer the country
competently, future military coups may be avoided
and Thai officess may form a political party to seek
power within the parameters of the constitution.

Primary deliciencies ibat seriously limit the armed
forces’ capubilities in both conventional warfare and
counterinsurgeney operations are the following: the
absence of strong Misister of Defense guidance (o and
pressute on the individual services to pedonn assigned
tasks: lack of a sound logistical base; insufficient
forward deployment of tactical forces: marginal
cquipment maintenance, minimal air defense
capability; an inadequate mobilization base;
inadequate financial suppon, and insufficient
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pesonuel stength u combi amd comba? support
wiits: The capabibues of the pagunilitan forces 1o
perorm the comlerinsurgenoy mission are restrictd
by e generudly low quareds of leadenbip, .nadequate
size of components. and ill-defined  delineation of
respon biling which resulis in poor coordination and
eveessive duplication

Thaitwad's national defenne paliey las been
directed tovvard militany cooperation with ity allios
noth as an active participant in SEATO anJdin seeking
firmer deiense commitments from the United States.
This policy stems from the awaseeness of Thai militan
leaders that without substantiag fareign assistance and
sourees of supply, the country would be ineapable of
supporting a amexbern military foree

1. Military history

The fint steps o modemize the Thai militan
establishment were taken o the mid-19h contun
under Western influcoce. Fullsseals maderni zetion on
Western fines. however, did not occur until the vatset
of the 201k contuny it is a souree of pride to the Thai
that e changes were effected by their own officen
with little assistance from foreige advisers. (U OU)

Clone contaet with Western forees was fint mude in
Vaurope by the small Thai expeditionary foree in
Waorld War I Duriig: World War 11, an extersive anti-
Japanese undergromnd foree was raised in Thailand
with the help of British- and American-trained "~ Free
Thai™ agents, and at the close of the war detachments
af Allied troops, principalls British. Austealion. and
ludian, were briefls in the countny te participate in
victory  ceremonies. A Thai infamin batiadion,
supplemented by tolon naval and air elerments, was
among the first contingents to join the U.N farces
which undertook 1o repel the Communist invasion of
South Korew: in 1950, (U OU)

Stnee 1950 LS. influence has been predominaat in
the Thai mititany. At the end of World War 11, the
Thai armid forces were equipped with miscellaneous
materiel acquired over the previous two decades from
Japan. the United States. and various European
conniries.  Staekpile depletion,  obsolesvence of
equipment, and worldwide rapid technical advances
made a1 comprehensive maodernization program o
matter of high priority for the armed forees. 1t was
recognized that this wounld require much outside aid.
and in 1930 the eountey emtewd ivto o militan
assistance agreenend withs the United States wader
which o madernization program involving udvice,
materie] support, and treining was begon. Until June
1967 the program was fur dod under the US Militan
Assistanee Program (MAP). From July 1967 until June
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1972, U s militass assistance to Thaikad was Binded
brom U Depasinent of Defense service budgets
Mililan Asistance Service Fund) I July 1972 the
Us rosamed suppord of Thailind  upder MAP
funding The United Stades Das supplied most of the
vyuiptient fue all components of the armed forces as
well as instenction in its eperation, maintenance. and
tactical cmplovment. A sizuble aumber of officen
{rom all grades and seeviee baenches havy bad militas
training an the United States The impact of this
assaciation with the U5 military has profoundhy
influenced the forin and orientdion of the militan
establishiment Thai tacticul and strategic concepts
have been further conditioned by association with the
armed forces of the ather SEATO coantries (C

As the intensily of the counderinsurgencs effort in
the Republic of Vietam mwreased. U8 Arnn and
Navs enginers and logistical sapport foress and U S
Air Faree units mos e into Thailand (the st in great
strength—most U S Laind-based wir operations agains
the North Vietwamese were fown ot of Tha
airficlds), and small British, Australian, and New
Zealand engineer and logisticat suppart contingents
were cmplosed i varions lagisticad projects, ineluding
airflield  construction  Thesw measure. materislly
strengthened the detemsive capabilities of the anmed
torces and seinforced Thailand as 2 ke part of the
anti-Conumunist secunty ssstem in Southeast Asin ()

Feeling tucreasingds threatened by Communist wan
of national liberation i Southeast Asio. Vhailand sent
a solunteer regiment in 1967 to join the non-
Communist forees fighting in the Republic of Vietnam
and later expanded the foree to a volunteer division
During 1972 the b1 Thai units were withdrawn from
South Vietnam. sud Thai presence was ended in
Januan 1973, (%)

2. Command structure

Under the interim constitution adopted in 1972, the
King is Commander in Chicl of the Armed Forces
tFigure 13 he is, however a constitutional figurchead
whose militany  duties are primarils  ceremonial
Although he is w Mrong and unifving national svinbol
actual control is vested in tne Prime Minister through
the Minister of Defense. Sinee the vuster of Thanom
and Praphut, there has been much diseussion about
abolishing the Supreme Command  Presently  the
Supreme Command » functioning as a enordination
agenes between the services and the Ministry of
Defense. A new Supreme Commander has not been
appointed. ((2)

The Council of Ministees (cabinet), with the
National Sccurits Council functioning as paramnunt

.
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FIGURE 1. National defense organization (S)

conn ~lor is respomnible Tor mmintaining national
seenrt and for all matten concering national
defense The National Securits Couneil consists of the
Primne Minisler oy chairman,  the Depaiy - Prime
Minister as deputs chairman, the Seeretan General of
the National Secusity: Council, the Ministens of
Delense. Finance, Forvign Affain, Interior, and
Communivations, wnd the Supreme Commander of
the Armed Forees, a position which lias Teen vaeend
sinee late 1973 (U O

The Ministry of Defense i direct]s rsponsible for
the maintenanee and deploy ment of adequatte anmed
forces 10 provide for the national defense. T is advised
by o 2%-member Defense Council heoded by the
Minister of Defense and inchudes the Under Seeretun
of Defease and his deputy : the Supreme Commander
and hiv theee deputies; the Chiel of Staff of the
Supreme Commuand  Hewdguarters and his theee
deputies: the commanders in chief. deputy
commanders in chief, and chief of qaff for all three
military services: and theee additional officens of
general mnk who have perviowshy held high militan
povitions or who have  otherwise  distinguished
themselves, The Defense Couneil advises the Minister
of Defense on general militane policies, budgetary
matters,  mobilization, eonscription, and speciul
natttens preseated by the Ministrs of Defense. (C)

o

SN

The Mivistin of Defense includes the Ofice ol the
Under Secretans. which i comypned of administratpy e
and indastrial departments. and o Suprerne
Cearnmand with ot staff functions  The indistral
clement opesates some of the Faclories which airppla
the armed forces The Supreme Command Hewdynar-
ters of 1he Suprerae Commander of the Armed Forges
was o eslablished a0 NMarch 1960 to evercioe
imenmediate control waer the three anned serices
The Supreme Command provides w joint stalf
including several dircclorles  In actial priaclice
however. the Ministy of Detease and the Supreme
Command Headguarten, located in Bangkok, exercise
little direet sntherits over the componem sen ices
This s sesult of the absence of an arganiztlion|
equivalent of the U S Joint Cliefs of Sl and. antil
October 1973, the holding of several ke palitical-
militars punitions concureenthy by a number of wenior
officern Naiters of  high nnportance e usaally
refeered direetls to The Prine Minister. who normaltly
comsults with the Ministry of Defense and servie -
cotmmanders before isuing ordes. a combenome
procedure which frequaently resnlts in COmMpProntise
subitions or delays, ()

Although the theee services theoreticalhy are cqyual,
the army is the dominant component. Sewor arma
afficees ocenpy the key positions in the armed forces
steneture amd in mam governmend posts. The
precminent position of the army s based on its
palitical power Gequired through o succession of
mititary coupstand on the strong assumption that the
main efford in defense will Toens on the Thai ground
forces. Even under the current eivilian government,
Army Commander in Chief Genesal Krit, o veritabie
military strongman, has been appointed o an ex-
afficio position. Director of Peave-Keeping., which
allows him to altend cabinel meetings. T ha officials
regard the e and air defense of Thailand as turgel
the rerpomibility of the United States and ather
SEATO allies. The Supreme Command Headqguar-
ten Forward was establivhed in April 1961 o serve as
the nucleus staff of the Thai SEATO Foree
Headguarten, Becanse SEATO Plan Five has never
been inplemented, the Forward Headguarlen s
primarily responsible for action oo urgent matier of
an opertional natare. Mis vested with the authority
for the coordination between allicd farces in Thuiland
andt loea] government agencies, specifically in matten
of resowree allocation and opertiona) support. The
Forward  Headguaders also  peepares contingency
pls and studies and  recommends policy  for
operations focased on Cambodia and Laos, (83
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B. Joint activities
1. Military wmanpower (8)

As of January 1974, Thailund had 9.507.000 males
in the ages 13-19. Estimates of available males by 3-
vear age groups and the maximum number fit {or
wslitary seevice are as follows

Torar Maxainssung
NUMBER NUMBER FIT FOR
Ace OF MALES MILITARY SENVICE
15-19 2,070,000 1,379,000
20-24 1,860,000 1,179,000
25-29 1,444,000 904,000
30-34 1,328,000 817,000
35-39 1,277,000 743,000
10-44 1,027,000 555,000
4549 . R01,000 383,000
Tatal, 1549 9,807,000 5,870,000

W s estimated that the average number of males
seaching military sge (18) annually in the period
1974-78 will be ahout 12:0.(HX).

Most military  personnel are obtained  twough
conseription. The large number of physically fit men
permits the selecting of those most fit o filling the
couseription quotas. Each year about 30000 men are
chasen by lottery and are inducted in two contingents
(May and November). Under the 1934 deaft law, all
Thai males mast register at age (8 ot 21 they are
liable for 2 years of compulsory military service,
Because of inadequate funds the tenm of serviee has
Leen shortened by 6 to 10 months a number of times,
but present requirements are that inductees serve a 2-
year term. A sl number of women volunteen are
accepted and serve in such fields as administration
and nunsing.

Generally the prestige of the military service stands
at a high level, Predominantly of rural background,
the sverage Thai enlisted man has litde or no formal
and no experience with modern mechanical
equipment. He has, however, an interest in learning
and generally hay aplitudes which, il properly
devetoped. produce a good fighting man. He is
patriotic, with a deep sense of loyalty to his King and
respevt for his superiors; is responsive to discipline; and
is innred to physical hardship. However, the ealisted
men are often nat properly utilized. and unjustifiably
large numbers are assigned lo guard details and as
ordedies at various headquartess.

Mozale und discipline throughout the armed forces
are generally goad. despite fow-pay scales for officers
and enlisted men. In general, however, enlisted men
consider military pay. benclits, und nllowances better

cducai
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than (hose € civilians with a siailar degree of training

and expenence. The individial soldier is well fed.
wean i smarl uniform, and enjoys liberd!- pass and
fudough priviteges. His individual care is as good or
better than that reecived by civilians, Dissatisfaction
among junior officers with housing, pay. or the rte of
promotions normally is heeded by politically conscious
of ficers dissension junior
offivers. despite their Jack of organization as o pressure
group, has generted coup rumors in the past.

The custom of prometing afficers on the basis of
political relizbiiity  rather than on the  basis of
professional competence, has had an unfavorable
effoet on the quality of leadership. The caliber of field-
grade officers is relatively high. however, and
compamy -geade  officen are generally  competent.
Armed forees officers of all ranks whe have attended
U 8. and other Westeri serviee sehools tend to be more
alert. aggressive, and knowledgeable about modern
warfare than are their contempararies who lave
remained in Thaitand  The effectiveness of officers
and noncommissioned officens is improving steadiby .
however, sewior officen frequently lack initiative.
wipervisory ability. and the capacity oy sustained
effort under difficult conditions. There hus been a
wraduat improvenent in keadenship within cach of the
military services as @ tesult of the retiterment of the
senior officers amd their replacement by more
competent subordinates

The armed forees maintain no organized reserve
units. T the army. however. pemsonnel who bave
completed their termy of military service comprise a
barge seserve force whicl is subject 1o mobilization.
Upon release from active duty, NCO's and couscripts
are carried for o maximum of 28 years in various
categories and classes of yeserve status. The first
categon comsists of conseripted personuel who have
completed their terms of regular compulsory service o
those registered personnet who have completed their
military training  course.  First-categony personnel,
totaling ubout 500,000. are further subdivided into
three classes. The fiest class are those who have beenin

7 veurs: they comprise the

sehior l)(‘l.‘{lll,\(‘ among

the reserves foe less than 7
army’s “ready” reserve. The second elass are those
who have been in the reserves from 8 to 17 years. The
third class are those who have bren in the reserves
from 18 to 23 years. The second category consists of
personnel whe are registered but who do not enter the
service until the age of 30. These are considered as
“second-class” reservists, and on reaching the age of
10 they become “third-clas.” Upon separation, ariy
officers are assigned (e the reserve until the following
ages are teached: company-grade, 45 years; field-
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30 veans; colonels and generals 35 vears. Al
qualifiell pesonnel not on active duty are setained in
reserve status until at least the age of 45 AH navy
personnel who have served on active duty amd have
heen separited in good standing are subject to recull
until the age of 60. All physically qualificd male air
r"rcf' I)('n(l"ll('l \\'h{) ilil\'(‘ I)l'('" [{'ll‘u,\l’(l il{ll‘r “‘l"\‘ill},‘,
on aclive duty ure retained in reserve status until the
age of 60, Howeverthese reserves have only ven
limiied relresher teaining, their military  useflulness
alter they liwve been out of tie service for mare than o
few years must be regarded s doubtful.

2, Strength trends (S)

Army and air foree strengths have increased
substantially during the past decade, while navy
strength has risen only stightly,

The decision of the Ministry of Defeuse in Januury
1966 to require that all conseripts inducted -sfter May
1966 serve the full 2-vear tour lits resulted in bringing
army strength up to 132,100 Large-scale mobilizntion
{or a pratracted period would impose a heavy buasden
that would strain national  manpower

TOSOULCES.
However, these resourees are mase than :ldl‘l]ll:lll‘ to
supporl present manning levels.

A major problem for all three services, and
especially  the navy, has been the retention of
technically  gualified pemonnel. The navy bhas a
penalty system which peemits o man o buy his way
nut of obligated service incurred after speeial truining,.
This amouats to USS$24 per month of obligated service
for naval . cademy graduates. Commerical firms also
need techuically qualificd personnel and ase willing to
pay a man's penalty in order to acquire his services.

Assigned  strength of the air foree hws been
inereasing, steadily, chicfly beeause of 2 frecze on
resignations and retirements. Efforts te increase the
enrollment at the Airmen's Technical Training School
and the Squadion Officers” School will continue, as
will the freeze on resignations aud retireanents. in hope
of increasing air foree manning levels,

Figure 2 gives the armed forees strengths foz the last
decade.

3. Training (S)

The conventional and special warfare tactics
emploved by tue Thai armed forees are based on U.S.
doctrine. All Thai service schools pattern their courses
after those of the Uniled States. The program of
instruction and the problems presented for student
solution frequently are direet translations of those
obtained by o U.S.-trined instructor. Over 9,000 Thai
armed forces personnel have been trained in U.S.

FIGURE 2. Armed forces personnel strengths {S)

AR FOrAL

YEAR AENMY NAVY Folwk {RoUNDyL)
14962 70,000 21,630 16,700 E17.000
1063, . 82,000 21,6830 16,921 121,000
1964, . .. . 82,000 21,400 17,900 121,000
1085, . . 83,000 21,600 18,600 124,000
(11111 DN N§, GO0 22,300 [0, 200 130,000
1087, . 19,000 21,8000 21,400 142, K00
1085 . .. 100,000 20,800 24,10 144,200
LRU113! DEN 101}, 680 21,000 28,370 151,000
1970. .. ..... 117,000 22,500 29,400 L74,000
7L, .o 5, (00 22,500 33,500 181,000
1972 ... . ,000 22,500 33,500 181,004
1973, ... .. 132,100 27,300 46,600 206, 01

*[ncludes 6,300 marines.

militurs sehools and installations, and manmy of these
men have subsequently served as commandants and
instructors of Thai trining institutions. o addition to
this and to the instruction reeeived from the JUSMAG
misston  or U8, Mubile “Fraining Teaens, Thai
pensonne] have worked with specially deployed LS.
units in joint field exercises in Thailand. [owever, the
pensistenee of a tendency on the part of Thad officers to
keep contiol highly cemtralized and their reluctance to
delegate  authority  through nor sl command
channelds have lirgely offset the gain hat this tuining
shauld have afforded.

The Diceclorate of Fducetion and Research of the
Sapreme Command Headgquarters operates the Armed
Forees Academies Preparatory School in Bangkok.
Graduates of ils 2-vear course are assigned to the army.,
navy, or air foree academies aceording to personnel
requirements of each service. The course of instruction
at cach of the service academies is 3 years. Upon
graduation. a cadet receives o hachelor of science
degree and is commissioned. Specialized courses for
officers up to nwjor and eqguivalent are conducted by
the braneh and technieal schools of each service.

The Armed Forees Stafl College, al Bangnek. is
maintained by the Supreme Commund Headquarters.
The college trains senior armed forees officers in juint
aud combined operations and the planning of such
operations. The National Defense College. alsa at
Bangkok und under the Supreme Command
Headquarters, provides advanced study for high-
ranbing military and civilian personnel in military,
cconomic, and political aspects of the national
defense. Noncommissioned officers may qualily for
the Australian- and SEATO-supported  Mililary
Technical Training School eperated by the Supreme
Command Headnuarters.
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Jaint Iraining exercises involving anuy, navy, and
air foree contingenls hine been condueled at 1he
initiative of the United States and SEATO  Siner
1962, the armed {orees have demonstruted  greater
effectiveness and coordination in SEATO-sponsored
maneuvers and combined U S Thai counterinsargen-
ey Field trining exercises i vuluerable border ireas.
Jeiat army, air foree, and  police antidissident
operations reflect comiderably improved intenenice
and interageney  conperation. Sinee 1971, the Tha
armed serviees have conducted annual joint field
training exercises (JFTXY which bave actuallhy heen
major counterinsurgency  operations. The largest of
these, Operations Phu Kwang, was condicted i carly
1972 JFTX 16 and JFTN 17, conducted in 1972 and
1973, respectively. sliowed improvemnents in logisties
wnd fire support over previons operations. These
oprrations have given the armed forees valueable
eyperienee and training in conducting maultibattalion
operations.

4. Military budget

The Thai military  budget i prepared in the
Ministry of Defense. based on estimates of
expeaditures submitted by the seeviee chiefs, and
approved by the National Assembly. Because of the
November 1971 coup and the suspension of the
parliamentany systen. the 1973 bacdget was approved
In deeree. (L/OU)

During recent years the military budget bas rauked
second among magor eategories of expenditures in the
ventratl government budget: it averged over 17.5% of
central government expenditeres and about 3.5% of
GNP. Detuils as to the allocatton of funds Lo the armed
forces on cither a service or fnnctional basis are not
available. Military budgets for fiseal vears 1970
through 1973, in millions of U.S, dollars {the Thai
fiscui year ends 30 September of the year designated)
are ay follows:

FY 1970 FY 1871 FY 1972 FY 1973

Military budget 223.3 2837 253.3 2767
Percent of central gove

ermment hudget 170 17.7 182 182
Percent of GNP 34 35 5 36

5. Econemic support and logistics

Thatlkwd has o limited industrial capability to
produce materiel for its armed forees. Agriculture is
the most important seclor in the ccorwmy with rice
and rubber the leading commadities produced and
exported.  Local manufacturing is dominated by
traditional agricnltura) processing industries—milling

of rice, sugar. and flour Othier impodant incestries
include refining of imported crade nil, asemb'ing of
molor vehicles frome imported components, wnd the
manufactering of coment (U QU

Domestic production in direct support of te anned
forees is limited to smadl anns ammunition,
partermaster-bype supplics  (uniforms,  boots. and
tents), andd sl patrol and torpedo boats, all other
militars materiel must be imported. There are plans
for tocal production of the West Gerem a-designed
3.56-nmm 1IK-33 rifle by late 1973, The Cnited States
has been the principal supplier of weapons and
equipment. but Belginm, West Germany, the United
Kingdom, and Japan have oceasionaldy Turnished
wome cquipment. Between 1931 and 1672, Thailund
received USS1.1 billion in militars assistanee from the
United States, most of it as grant aid ($)

6. Uniforms and insignia (U/OU)

Uniforms of the armed forees are nucke from goead-
quality material and are well tailored. Three 1ypes of
uniforms are authorized: service, dress, andd field For
most acvasioms officen wnd enlisted men wear the
service uniform, Tan or alive-drab cotlon and olive.
drab wools are used for both service and  field
uniforms, and  dark-bloe  material for the  dress
uniform. Navy aniforms are made from cotton or
woolen cloth in white, tan, or doack blue A tan
uniform which may he wom during duty  hours
consists either of a Jong deeved apen-collar shirt with
shoulderboaeds and Joug trousers or shorts or of a
blouse with shouldechoards (similar o that wormn by
U8 Navy officers), shirt with tie, and long trousen
Air Toeee seevice and deess uniforms are made from a
grav-blue cotton or worsted cloth.

Army and air foree serviee milorms consist of a
single-breasted cout with four gold buttons, matching
tronsers, service or garrison cap, and black shoes. With
this vuiform, anmy personnel wear an olive-green shirt
and tie: and air foree, « white shirt and black tie. {n
addition to the single-breasted coat, air foree
pesonnel are authorized o short medinm-blue-colored
service jacket which is also worn with a shirt aud tie.
Service cap bunds of army personnel aire distinetive in
volor, accorcling to the grade: magenta for general
officers; blue for other officers; and green for enlisted
men. Cap bands for all air foree personnel are medium
blue.

The teaditiona] navy-blue serviee uniform worn by
naval officers and chicf petty officers includes a
double-breasted coat. matching trousers, and serviee
cap with white cap cover. Petty officers and seamen
wear a whike 2-piece sailor-type uniform and o flat hat
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with black band beacing the vame of the ship on
whieh the individoal is serving, or his duty
ssigninent,

White or durk-blue dress uniforms, authorized for
wear by all service pensonnel, includoe u single-breasted
coat with standing collar.

Field uniforms worn by Thai armed forees personnel
are generally similar to those worn by the U.S. forces.

The army officers’ service uniform has metallic
grade insignia on shoulderboards which are the same
color as the uniform: the dress uniform has pink and
wold-colored shoulderboards far general officers und
searlet and gold-colared for field- and company-grade
officers. With the »avy blue service uniform, all uaval
officers wear gold-colored stripes on the sleeves of the
coat to denate grade: an ~ther uniforms, flag officen
weur gold-colored shoulderboards with silver metallic
grade devices; and senior and junior oflicers, gold-
colored stripes on black shoulderboards. On service
and dress uniforms, general afficers of the air force
wear silver metallic devices on gold-colored
shouiderbourds; shoulderboards of other offlicers are
blue with gold-colored cloth stripes. Senior NCO's of
the army and air forces wear metallic grade insiznia on
shoulderboards; ather enlisted men wear cloth insiznia
on the sleeve between the: elbow and the shoulder.
Chicf petty officer grades in the navy are denoted by
cluth ehevrons on shoulderboards: petty officers nud
seamen wear embroidered cloth insignia on the sleeve
between the elbow and the shoulder. When wearing
dut or field uniferms, officess and NCO's of the navy
atd air foree display gold-colored metallic insignis of
rank on the left collur tab of the shist,

Army officers wear metallic gold-eolored branch
insignio on the right collar tab of the field uniform
shirt and oii the right lapel of the service uniform coat.
Metallic gold-colored unit devices are warn on the left
collar tab of the shirt and the et lapel of the service
uniform coat. Naval officers” branch or specialty is
indicated by various colored cloth stripes interspersed
hetween insignia of geade stripes. Specialist ratings are
indicated by pold-colored metallic devices worn on
shoulderboards of chicf petty officess and seamen. Air
force officers wear gold-colored metallic unit devices
on both lapels of the service uniforia coat. Aviation
budges are displayed above the upper left pocket of
the uniform by authorized perssonnel.

The ranks of brigadier general (army), commodore
(wavy), and air commodore (air foree’ were phased out
in 1961, They have been replaced by special colonel.
captain, ae-l group captain in their respective services.
in the army the special colonel wears the colonel's
rank insignia and general ofticers” collar insignia. The

‘o e gladegt
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navy and air force made no distinction in insignia
between the new ranks wnd the regular captain-
group coplain ranks. Winler service uniforms and
insignia for officen are shown in Figure 3; for
NCO and enlisted peponnel in Figure 4

C. Army

The Royal Thai Army is the dominant military
service of the armed forces of Thailand. 1t has
gradually impreved and continues to improve its
combat readiness and can cope with military
sitaations ranging from localized insurgency ta some
overt aggression.  With Ubd. assistance a poorly
cquipped urmed foree has been transformed sinee
1950 into an army of growing professiona! competence
and using modern weapons and equipment. In the
past tie army was oriented almost exclusively (oward
a conventional ground deflense mission. but events in
Laos and South Vietnam “ave aleted Thai leaders 1o
the need to strengthen counterinsurgeney capabilities
against the cstublished pattern of Communist
attuck—subversion, insurgency. and  guerrilla
apertions. The army’s increused involvement in
counterinsurgency and civic action work, ils operation
of several Special Operalions Ceaters at sensitive
bosder locations since 1963, und the commitment of
military units to countersubvenion and antiguerrilla
aperations in (he north and northeast beginning in late
1965 represent o significant departure from a
longstanding government policy which assigned to the
police paramount responsibility for border security
und countersubversion, (S}

Certain inlierent deficiencies in the military
establishment tend (o restrict gains that could be made
through the increased supply of materiel and trained
pesonnel. Thaitand's military prepareduiess against
cither widespread insurgeney or direct attack is
seriously impeded by a lack of adequate command
supervision at all levels and by insafficient combined
arins and field training of units above battalion level.
Other chronic weaknesses impaiting army effective-
ness are the preoccupation of senior officers with
politics and their personal economic interests. a luck of
an clfective logistics sysiem, undermanned combat
and combat support units, and a poorly coordinated
combat intelligence system. The negligible local
production of war maleriel and the resultant
dependence upon foreign sources for weapons and
equipment abso limit the defensive capability. (S}

On the positive side, Thai military leaders have
cooperated closely with the United States and SEATO
in implementing programs designed to increase unit

1
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and p(‘r\(mm-l strengths, 1o (lr'\(*lup the .lrm_\"a ]u;:i\lil‘\
support capabilitios. and ta provide special forees-1y e
training to the wrmy and supporting paramilitiry
camponents of 1he national palice and the Volunteer
Detense Corps The field cypedence of the Thai troops
in Vietnury bas added o combat-trined  element
esperiencetl in butlle and in working with allied
military forees under jeimt compand. (&

The army, assisted by other milituny and
paramilitary Torees, isv potentially capable of
suppressing incipient insurgeney, The conduet of
counterinsurgeney  operations and  civie action has
improved somewhat in orecent veans. Inocady 1973
there were 17500 troops comuitted to covaterinsur-
wenes, intersal security. and development programs
All three army areas and the 5th Militan Cirele
tpeniosular Fhailand) are engaged in counterinsur-
geney action. The army could probably sithstand
attack by the forees of Malayvsin, Laos, Cambaodia, or
Burma, acting independentls. Also. when propersy
directed, troops would probably fight well againd an
sttack. by North Vietnam and or Ching but a major
invasion by either of these comtries could net be
contained without immedh, e Toreign assistance in
teoops and matesiel. (5)

1. Orgarization (S)

The Commuander in Chief of the Aray is assisted by
a Depaty Commandee in Chiel. two  Assistant
Commanden in Chief, and a Chiel of Stafl. wle +is not
analogous 1o the U.S. Army Chief of Stalf bat acts in
an advisory  capacity  with  responsibility  for
supervision of plans and programs for the army. The
Chicl of Stafl is assisted by o deputy and three
assistant chiefs of staff for pcr\mmul. operations, and
logistics. An Army Council, composed of ranking staff
awistants amd key  tactieal officers  under  the
chairmanship of the Commander in Chiel of the
Anny. is the principal advisory body on reajor poliZies
of the army.

The Army Generd Nezdquarters in Bangkok
comprises severa] staff sections: a general staff, special
staff, technical staff, and training staff. The generad
stalf consists of a seeretariat, & comptroller, and four
dircctorales—Personnel {G-1).  hutelligence  (G-2).
Oprrations (G-3), Logisties (G-4). The general staff
organization and funetions closely parallel those ol the
U.S. Army. The special staff is concerned mainly with
administrative and fiscal matters and the diseipline
aod welfare of troops, It is organized into five
departments headed by the Adjutant General, the
Provost Marshal General, the Iispeetor General, and
the Chiefs of Finanee and Special Services, The
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technical salf is responsible for the custornan amn

techpical senvice requisements It consists of eight
deparhinents: Ordinanee, Fugineer. Sitnal. Quarter-
mastes. Transporlalion,  Medicu),  Veterinaes and
Remaunt, and Post Enginecers. T e training staff s
voneerned with the educational andk training activities
of the army and army reserves. T has By e components
the Territorial Defense Departinent. the Ann Field
Forces, the Army War College, the Compnand and
Ceneeal Stadl College, and the Chulachomklao Rosval
Militars Acadern . Training instalbations are located
primarily in the Bangkok area

For administrative and tactical purposes, Thailund
is divided inle four major territorial commands, and
these are direetls respomsit de 1o the Commandes in
Chief of the Army Theee are designated anns arca
commands. containing one infantn divisioa each, and
the fourid i 1 smadler independent command. ksown
as o militany cirede” containmye u regimental combat
teatn. Subordinate to the three anoy areas ane other
militane circhs s well as military districts which
function as administrative subcommands. A unit
consisting of Lhree tnfuntn regiments but teaditionadly
designated the cavaley iviston and an antigireralt
artiflers dhivision stationed in Bungkok are disceths
under the Commander in Chief of the Army . as are the
special forees group and the airbome battalion. The
tersitorial commanden have comnand, wmobilization,
and sosponsibilitien similar to these  of
continetal army commanden in the Cnited States
The onganization emploved by the area cotnmand
headquarters s aot suitable for o fickd army
eadquarlers beeause of the lack of wificicnt special
and administrative  staff  personncl for  tactical.
togistical, and administrative planning under wartime
condilions. Fo provide direction and coordination

seenrity

contens for counterinsurgency  operations,  Forwaed
Armi Headguarten have heen established in north,
centrul. and northeast Thailand.

‘I'he chain of command proceeds from combat foree
units upwards through division headqquarters to the
arnny area comuand headguarters 1o the Commander
in Chief of the Army. The three inlantry divisions
have o muarginal combat capability and function
principully as an administrtive headauarters. The
lack of an effective tactical force structure stems from
Thailand’s limited expericnee in modern warfare and
political considerations involved in providing
sufficient command positions for the relutively large
number of high-ranking officers. Subordinate to cach
infuntry division are fram two to four regimental
headquarters. The infantry regiments  become
regimental combat teams when augmented by a field
artillery battalion, a tank company. and an engineer
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company.  From the standpoint of training and
operational readiness. the basic tetical formation i
the infantey battalion. The units of the combat arms
are organized along the lines of the trinngular
organization of the U.S. Ariny during World War 11,
but tables of omaniztion and equipment are adapled
Lo Thai requirements,

2. Strength, composition, and disposition’ (8)

The army has an anthorized personnel strength of
150900 troops. but combat and support arms are
under strengih. Actual strength is 132,100, consisling
of 11,600 officers, 31,600 NCO's. aidd 68.900 other
enlisted men. These totals include penannel of the
small Women's Arny Corps, most of whose moubers
perform administrative and clerical duties i the
Adjutant General's Dep wtment. Under MAP. the
United States has agreed to support certain Th troop
levels when wnits micet cerlain stipulations: in mid-
1972 there were H3.069 MAP-supported troops (at
that time authorized MAP suppart strength  was
145,611).

The army is equipped primarily with Korean war-
vintage LS. weapons and equipment supplemented
by madern types. The principal field artillery weupons
are of U.S, origin and include 73-nun pack howitzen,
LO3-mm howitsers, and a limited number of 155-mm
howitzers, Majir .ariairerft artillery weapons include
LS. #-erany ar eraft gons and quad 30 caliber
machine s the anny additionally has 4.2-inch
mortars, and the tmeked vohicle flect has been
updated with M-10A3 tanks and M-113 personne’
casrices. The small anns inventory  has  heen
mademized with the introduction of M6 rifles,
M-T9 grenade latmchens, and M-60 machinoguns.

Alarmed by what it pereeived 10 be a monnting
Comntunist threat. the Thai Government approved in
Jaowaey 1966 o Ministey of Defense request that
military conseripts serve a Il 2-year term rather than
become fudoughed out at from 14 o 18 months, «
customary practice followed for “budgetary reusons.”
This strength augmentation also allowed the army lo
obtain increased military aid from the United States,
as ity manned al 80% of their authorized strength
are qualified for 100% of authorized equipment.

The principal elements are five infantiy divisions,
an ineffectual antiaiveraft artillery division (brigade).
two independent regimental combal eams. theee

specin] forces groups, an aitbome battalion, und a 155

For current detild informution, see the Miltary Intellfigence
Sunmmary, published qnarterly, wnd dic Ondes of Battle Surimary,
Forcign Graund Forces, published  annualty by the Defense
IntelBgence Agency

mm field adtiflers battalion. There is also an aviation
depatment. One ol the five infantn divivores and an
independent regimental combat b wese activated
in 1971 and equipped primaril from resourees of the
former Thai Volunsteer Foree in the Republic of
Vietoam. However, Dhoth the division and the
regiment are currenthy undenteength and in an
organizational and  trining status. One infanin
division, another traditionally designited the vavaln
division, and the antiaireralt division are stationed in
Bangkok: a third infantey division i in the north, and
afourth in the northeast. The independeat regimental
combist deam is stationed in southern Thailand.

The heaviest concentration of troaps—roughly 10%
of total army strength and including major infaniry,
cavalry, and artillery units—is in the Bangkok area. A
secondary area of concentrtion is i northeast
Thailand, epposite the most likely invasion routes into
Thailand fr m Luos. The southern and aorhwe tern
border azeas wre ouly lightly defended.

The overconcenteation of men and units in the
Bangaok arex and the paucity of wnits in the field
severely hampers the army’s readiness o 1ocet the
threat of invasion or of subservsion and insurgeney in
the hinterlinds. Deployment of military units to
outlying regions to defend the border is difficult
because af the inadequacy of the mil and rond
aetwark and aifbft capability. Additionadly. such
deployment nonnally entails o serious hudgetz
strain because of the Thai custom of paying per diem
1o troops operaling away from their paremt garrsons.

3. Training (C)

Individual basic trining of conseripts and recruits is
arried out in buttadion training companies. “The
JUSMAG-instigaed effort to set up a central training
installation resulted in the estublishinent in 1939 of
the Reeruit Training Center al Pran Buri. Efficiently
administered and well equipped, this center was
similar 10 2 U.S, Army replacement training cenier.
However, trinees from the Fist Ay Area only were
assignedd to the center, and therefore the spacious
installation never operated at full capacity. The
Recruit Tratting Center was closed down in 1966, o
vicam of Thai penistence in adhering 1o the
traditional practice of training und assigning
conseripls to unils in home arcas throughout their
tours of duty.

Unit training up to and including battalion level is
generally satisfactory, but field training above
battalion level is seldom conducted. the result of both
budgetiry considerations and the lack of interest in
such Uraining on the part of senior amy officers,
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Combined aems training i« being activel, mtegrated
into all trainiog and testing

Graduates of the 3-vear coune at the Chalye
humklao Roval Military Academs wt Bangkok. the
majar souree o) army officers, are commissioned and
asstgzned ax officers of the various anm beanches. The
branches and technical schools provide specialized
truining counes for officen up through major. The
Army Commund  aned CGeneral  Staff Caollege
Bangkok, modeled closely after i U8 Army
counterpart, psovides divisional and regimental level
stafl imstruction o ficld-grade officers. “The army
aperates a War College on the US, madel to provide
advanced mifitary education for colonels and above.
The Noncommissioned  Officer Candidate School
provides {- 1o 3vear counes for NCO candidates
drawn from secondary school. NCO's also receive
spectalized taining at vasious branch schinols during
their militasny service.

Althasgh the 4y has no reserve units or active
reserve force program per se. it has sinee 1963 called
up asmally several thousand eeservists in the arey
comanands for absut 135 to 30 davs refresher training
with regutur combatl wnits. The teservist rolls are
maintained at the vatious anmy weea conmands and
recadl v elfected  locally through  the provineial
governor's office, These mobilization tests generally
have been successtul Other reserve training consists of
voluntary ROTC-type instruction in high schools and
colleges

Since the inception of MAP and the JUSMAG
mission in Thailand. U.S. training peronnel have
heen segularly assigned as adviser to troops teaining in
the field. The training scope has been broudened wnd
the quality of instruction greathy improved througl
the use of U.S. graphic aids and translated U5, A
training manuals. The taining of several thowsand
army officess and enlisted men ig service traiuing
schools in the Uniled Stales and the U Pacific
Command arens and the subsequent assighmeat of
many of these men to Thui military training has
Paded to upgrade trmining. Au active on-the-job
training progrnn hus proven o be very effective,
particutarly in the field of maintenance.

Despile progress in individual weapous quifica-
ion and in counterinsurgency training,  desired
standards have not been achieved in the fields of
psychological warfare training, combat intelligence,
field commumications, combined arms training, night
training, and eviluation and atilization of jungle and
mountainous terrain.

4. Logistics {S)

Thai classification of MAP supplies and equipment
15 similar to that of the US. Army: the Thai Army

CIA-RDP01-00707R000200090024-0

vonverted to the U'S. Federal Stock Svstem in 1960

Apprasinmately 90% of the wemey's materiel needs
must be met through imports, Weapons and
cquipment are predominanthy of U.S arigin and
supplied through the MAP Maintensnce s still only
marginalhy acceptable by U'S stundards hut suffices
or tontine aperational purposes, it continaes  to
improve

The technical serviev chicls are direetly charged
with procwrement of equipment for the services. The
chiefs submil their requests to the Direetor of Logistics
(G-d) for sereening and fusther staff work In the
Finance Department, which, in ture  forw ards its
recomanendations to the Comunder 10 Chicl of the
Ay, who resenves the right to take final action. The
army  ogistical sastem s hampered by compley
requisition procedures and a complicated checking
process to prevent losses that resull in a system that s
not gesponsive o combat  units requests even in
peacetime. The lack of supply management is the
forcmost weakuess of Thai logistical aperations

The estimated busic materiel load of units would
enable them 1o operate for appraximately 510 10 days
under swstained combat congitions. Resupply from
depot complexes in Thailsnd would extend this periad
to w maximum of 30 days. The Hlow of supplies would
emanate  principally  from  Baogkok where the
Oranance,  Quartermasier, Signal.  Transportation,
and Medical Depots are Jocated: the Engineer Depot
iy at Rat Rari, and the Vderinan and Remount Degxnt
is at Kanenanuburi. Major deficiencies in the ssiem
which limit logistic support uwits ase an antiquated
petroleum  distribution systent concentrtion of
logistics type amits and supply starage depots in the
Bangkok arca: and fuilure to posttion classes of ssipply
wt forward locations. The Arny Support Command
(ASCOM) project has been activated in Nakhon
Rutchasima (Koratt to support 2d Arony lor supph
and maintenanee activities, Planning continues for
activation of ASCOM in Phitsanulok to support 3d
Array angd o smailer ASCOM at o fater date to support
the 5th Military Cisele in the south.

5. Army aviation (S)

Army aviation assets are subordinate to the Royal
Thai Army Aviation Department. The army has a
total of 235 rotary and fixed wing aireraft (119
helicopters). Army aviation units include theee rotary
winv cornpanies, one light aviation company, (wo
otary wing maintenance companies and a light
aviation company  The army aviation school recently
graduated its first class of aircraft mechanics,

The addition of 80 UI1-1H Troquois helicopters to
the army inventory has given an additional capability
to counterinsurgency operations
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D. Navy with the delivers of 10 river patrol ceaft in Augnst
: 1972, Crew training was completed in October. and a

The N d Thai Navy (RTN) is respomible for  total of 25 cralt use operating, with the Mcekong, River
defense of the seanard approaches to Thailand and  Operations Unit (MROU). These craft now present u

support of marine or other seentity forces conducting— navy presence and coverage along the entire span of
amphibious operations. Other misstons are to o sist the the Mekong river from west of Nong Khai to south of
army and police in maintaining witesnal security. to Mukdahan, a distance of about 300 miles. Operation
conduct barder security patrolling along the Mekong — reports rellect a monthly avernge of 264 hoats searched
river, and conducl counterinsurgency aperations. In and 610 swpeets itermgated. The MBOU, a newlhy
wartime the mission would be carried oul in d‘“iﬂ"‘_““‘l squadron of lh(‘. mavy, s 'undvr _lh(-
conjunction with SEATO forces. (€) operalional cortrol of the Communist Suppression

Operations Command. s primury  mission s to
prevent and suppress Communist infiltration as well as
other activities which affeet the nationad interest atoug

! ! . ) ore the Mekong river. The MBOU also conduets civie
battalion. Antisnbmarine warfure (ASW) capabilities.  etion and psvehological operations, guards Jies of

although limited by equipment maintenanee and lack communication and navigation and provides suppon
ol experience in conducting ASW exercises, have  for other Marine Police with 80 patrol hoats and 30

The mavy by capuble of conducling limited but
continuouns sea surveiliance patrols of selected arcas of
the Gulf of Thailand and can sealift one reinforeed

improved with the modernization of ASW ships.  smaller eraft. Operations are hindered by poor

SN Minesweeping  capabilities are modest and not  conmmications and intelligence. (8)
=2 . sulficient to conduct required operations in the Gulf of The navy is gradually improving training and
. Thailand shouid external agression occur. Only two  maintenance procedures. The receipt of new ships, the
“ minclivers are operational and are effective only for  modemization of existing  equipment, and  the
':' laving defensive minefielIs. The naval air arm has a inervased capability for equipment utilization have
modest surveillvnce/antisubmarine capability. The increased the navy's effectiveness. The minewarfare

Royal Thai Murine Corps (RTMC) is capuble of  capabilities of the navy ave limited by lack of modern
conducting small-seale (approximately | attalion-size)  ships and poor materie) readiness. The minesweepers
landings against light resistance; however, it lacks are not modern, but when their equipment is
adequate artillery support for sustained combat. One  functioning they are capable of condueting elfective
of the main weaknesses affecting operation of the  mine countesmeasure operations.  Additional mine
navy's logistic system is the varied osigin of ships and  countermeasure  vessels are required in order o
equipmant. Another is dependence on forcign sources  muintain safe anchorages, liarbor entrances, and

= of supply for petroleum produets, ammunition, and  transit of channel waters in the Guif of Thailund. The
; spare parts. The RTMC has a shortage of trained  navy's overall capability will continue to be hampered
b personnel because of poor management procedures by the practice of maintaining old and incffective

and a lack of adequate personnel and funds. The  ships for prestige and budgetary reasons, lack of true

country’s merchant madne and the fishing fleet  professionalism in its officer corps because of outside
% trawlers could be of limited assistunce to the RTN  Lusiness interests, shortage of technically lrainad
9 during wartime. (S} personnel, and heavy dependence on foreign supply.
Q‘ The navy could lift a reinforced battalion and land ~ (8)

it aguinst light resistance. The navy has a substuntial The BTN maintains close ties with the U.S. and
number of landing ceaft, but as there is no h-avy-lift  participates in exercises with U.S. Navy ships and with
apability to tamsport these landing eruft toan arca of  other SEATQ navies as circumstances permit. bt
operations, the marine corps’ lunding vehicles tank  receives U.S. military aid under the Military

i
S

R
el

W

: ? (LVT) are the only Thai elements that can be made  Assistance Program (MAP), which includes ship and
i available for a ship-to-shore operation. Amphibious  cralt  procurement; logistics support, personnel
§ shipping could maintain 1,200 troops at sea forupto 3 training, and the construction of port facilities. The

L days, Amphibious and service ships canalso be used to Royal Thai Navy is in theory cocqual with the Royal
& transport and logistically support Thai or allied forces  Thai Army and the Royal Thai Air Force. In practice,
fg within the Guif of Thailand area in the event road and ~ however, the army is the dominant service. Some

>

rail bridges are sabotaged. Underwater demolition  senior nuval persoinel are involved in Thai pelities,
personnel are capable of currying on coustal and  bat the navy itself has not been a major political force

= . ras . . X i

g underwater reconnaissance, demolition operatiohs,  since 1951. The headquarters and main naval base are
£ and support of amphibious operations. The R¥N’s  in the Bangkok suburb of Thom Buri. An operaling
G E counterinsurgency fole was significastly expanded  base is located al Saltabip, on the Golf of Siam. (S)
3
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L. Organization (8)

Administuativels . the Roval Thai Nass comes undor
the Supreme Conumand Headguarten of the Minisiry
af Defense. The senior aaval officer, the Commander
in Chiel. Roval Thai Nanv, exercises alnunt complete
hight.  centralized naval
establishnent He is asisted aad advised by a Deputy
Comntander in Chicl, an Awistant Commander in
Chicl, the Chief of Naval General Staff. an Assistant
Chiel of SLff for Operations. an Assstant Chief of
Saff for Logistics. and a Cowselor.

The navy ongmizition consists of five clements
subordinate to the Commander in Chicf: the Genersl
Staff Group. which is composed of both operational
and administrative bureaus,  the Special Serviee
Group. which such  departments as
byvdrographic, naval seience. und  welfure, the
Logistics Serviee Group. which comprises the
departments of orduanee, supply. medieal, accounts,
and the wwal dockvard: the Education Group, which
includes all naval training establishinents: and the
Nuval Operations Group, which consists of the Roval
Fleet, Royal Marines, Naval Air Wing, and the
Bangkok and Ban Sattabip Naval Districts. On the
secommendations of the JUSMAG, the Roval Fleet in
1952 was organized on a task unit basis into the Patrol,
Mine Warfare, Amphibious /Service. Antisubmarine
Warfare, and Air Squadrons: 1n 1973 the MROU was
added.  Operational control i exercised by the
Commander in Chief, Royal Fleet, with headquasters
in Thon Buri and in Sattahip. He is assisted by a
Deputy Commander in Chiel, s Chief of Staff, and an
Engincer in Chief,

.mthuri!) over the

inclitdes

2. Strength, compasition, and disposition® (S)

Personned strength of the navy is about 27,300, of
which ahout 9500 are marines. OF the total strength,
some 3,200 are officers and 21,100 are enlisted men.
Approsimately two-thirds of all paval penonnet are
stationed in the Bangkok naval complex, and most
marincs are stalioned at Sattahip and Chanthaburi,

The naval inventory totals 161 ships and craft. OF
these, approximately 14% are not considered
operational. and ouly 61% can be considered as
combat ready. The most significart units are 2
destroyer escort (DE), 4 patrol cscorts (PF), 7 lasge
submarine chasers (PC), 28 molor gunbuoats (PGM), ¢
caastal minesweepers (MSC), 4 tank landing shins
(LST), 3 medium landing ships (LSM). 2 infantry

For detailed information, see the Naval Forces Intelligence

Steedles and the Military Intelligence Summary, both published by
the Delense Incelligence Ageney.
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landing ships Lirge (8100, and 1 ampbibious tire
support ship (LFSY There are also 1 coustal escurl
(LCEL T small submarine clusen (PCSY 6 dver gun-
bouts (PRY. 33 siverine patrol craft, [4 minewarfare
craft. 27 amphibiows warfure ships and craft. and 16
amxilian serviee erafi,

Mark | Yarrow class guided missile [rigate. the
FUPMS PEF-T. Makuot Rajakumasm (Crown Crince? was
formally commissioned and accepted in May 1973 by
BTN representatives. RUN penoanel hat . been in the
United Kingdom since November 1972 1 ainiog on
various systens, and the ship is enroute to Thailand
and expected to arrive in March 1974 1 is equipped
with the Seacal missile swatem (surface to air system
with surface to surface capabilits in visual range) This
in the anhy guided missile ship in the RUN and was
probably acquired mor: for prestige than any ather
reason. The frigate has multipurpose  eapahilitics,
ineluding point defense, and is expeeted (o be used as
flagship for the ASW squadrons. RTN capahility to
maintain the missile swstem is questionable 1n 1973,
the RTN also uccepted delivens of 4 US-buill patro)
esenrt

Mast of the ships were built during the 193343
period and are standard U8, and British Waorld War 11
designs. The Heet also inchides pre-Wosld War 1 ships
built in Italy, Japan. and the United Kingdom
Postwar construction  consists of cight  subaurine
clisens buill in the Uniited States in 1943-35 (one has
been serapped). three wirves ships built i Waest
Gernmany, and a motor gunboat built in Thailand in
196S.

Naval Headqusrters and the main naval base,
including the Royal Thai Naval Dockvard, are in tle
Bangkok suburb of Than Buri. and o number of naval
facilities are scattered along the banks of the Mae
Nam Chao Phraya south of the capital. As the river
could be readily blocked, all of these locations are
highly vulnemble from a naval point of view. A ver
important operating base is at Sattahip, about 50
miiles soutli-southeast of Bangkok on the Gull of
Thuiland. Built at U.S. urging and with U.5. advice
and assistance, it serves as an ausiliury fleet
headquarters. Fresh-water supply has been u problem
at the base, but the situation hes been improved., und
12 ships are homeported at Suttahip. There is o naval
operating base and auxiliary air station at Songkbda,
on the southern shore of the Gulf of ‘Thailand. Fhere
are also plasis 1o construct a nuval base at Phuket, on
the Malacea (west) coanst.

Most ships and craft operate out of the Bangkok
Naval Station, Active ships are ussigned berthing
{small piers, buoys, or anchorage) in the Mae Nam

- Dt T
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Chao Phraya at Bangkok, off the Ordnance Station at
Ban Bang Na south of Bungkok and on the Mae Nam
Chao Phraya. or off the aaval base at Sattahip.

3. Training (C)

Training i the responsibility of the Education
Group. and most naval schools ace in the capital aren
Most officers are teained for 2 years at the Armed
Forees Academies Prepetatory Schoal, followed by 3
vears of the Royal Naval Academy at Samaut Prakan.
The Naval War College, the highest naval educational
institution, has the responsibility for the advanced
training of officers. Located wt Thon Bur. it conducts
general, advanced, and senior-level sehools thal train
the navy's deck, engineering, and staff corps officer,
Officens commiissioned directly from univenities and
those commissioned from the ranks normally serve
only in staff and technical branches of the navy, and
their w: vid schoaling is usually limited 1o attending
the Senior Officers’ College.

Courses al advanced schools ringe from 6 months to
2 vears. There are two courses for afficers at the
licutenant junior grade level, a 1-year general line and
o 2-year engineering course al the Naval Postgraduate
Schoal. For the licutenant commander level there is a
I-vear advanced engincering coune and also o 1-year
Naval Staff College coure. Sis-month courses are
of’ered at the Senior Officers” College for senior
cemmanders of the stafl corps, and the Naval War
College. at the caplain and rear achimiral level, In the
Senior Officers” and  Stalf Colleges, civilian gurst
lecturers froin various government  agencies and
universities are wtilized in their areas of specivlization,
as are officers of other Thai military services, and on
oceasion, foreign military  officers. In addition to
atlending naval schools, navy officers also attend the
Armed Forees Slaff College and National Defense
College. A 3-week trining course at the " Psychologi-
ol Warfare College™ in Thon Buri is conducted by the
Operations Depastment of the General Staff Group,
mostly for jonior navy and marine officers; sume
graduates are assigned to civic aclion type
developmental units operating in  insurgency-
threatened arcas of Thailund.

Enlisted naval aad marine personnet receive basic
training ot the Recruit Training Center at Klet Kauco,
part of the Ban Sattahip Naval District. Conscripts do
not genenally receive advanced training, but nuvy
volunteers go on to a 2-year course at the Naval Rating
Schoat, also at Klet Kueo. Both commands are under

The Reeruit Truiuing Senter is organized alang the
fines of the U.S. Navs Reervit Training Center, San
Diego, Catifornia. Trairitlig is 7 weeks for the regular
recruits and 11 weeks for Naval Teaining School
candiclates and  eecruits with less than o d-year
education. This is a typical basic course of
indoctrination, infantey drifl, scamanship. damage
control, ordnance and gunnery, physical education,
naval customs and  regulations, wnd, for those
requiring them, classes in elementary reading, writing,
arithmetic, geogriphy, and history.

Approximately 1,200 reeraits are assigned annually
1o the Roval Marine Corps for duty. The conseript
tern is for 2 yean. The Naval Rating School trains
career-designated volunteers in all the general service
ratings escept medical and dental. All students nrust
be secondary sehool graduates. Upon graduation from
the school, the trainee is rated o petty officer second
cluss nd sent to the Aeet ar the shore establishment for
duty. The enlistiment period is 3 vears.

The Fleet Training Command under the Command-
er in Chicf. Royal Thai Fleet, at Sattabip provides
courses in such subjects as guunesy, fire and damage
control, combat intelligence center (CLC) aperations,
torpedoes, ASW. minewarfare, administration,
navigation, engincering, and underwater demolition,
A underway  tmining program  has also been
developed at the Fleet Training Command.

U.S. Navy and Marine Corps schools have
contributed substuntially to improving the profes-
siomal gualifications of Thai naval and  marine
personnel. Since 1962 approximately 500 Thai oaval
and marine officers have received U.S.-sponsored
training. Officers have also been trained in the United
Kingdom and the Scandinavian codintries.

Marines who enlist for the 3-vear pedod (s oppuosed
to 2-year conseripts) atlend the Naval Rating School
for 1 vear and then for the second year transfer to the
Marine Corps Education Center (MCEC}) al Sattuhip.
This center wlong with its officer and NCO schools also
provides marine recruit training and special
amphibious warfare and ranger training, with
emphasis on counterinsurgency operations. Amphibi-
ous trining is conducted in the vicinity of Sattahip,
which has training aseas for exercises of all types and
scales, Training excrcises have been conducted with
U.S. Marines in amphibious and jungle operations. In
general, Thai marine training can be deseribed as
rugged, reafistic, and effective.

4. Logistics (C)

S

L™, the Education Group. The Recruit Triining Center is Thailand's naval ship construction capability is
5 gg‘ MAP-supported, limited to the construction of small naval ships al the
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Roval Thai Naval Dockyard and the Bangkok Dock
Co. Ud. located in Bangkok Construction  has
included putrol boats, smadl terpedo boats, and small
anxiliars eraft. However. components used in ship
comtruction must be impuded. The fint two motor
patrol gunboats are cuseently under construction at
the Roval Thai Naval Dockyard. The majority of the
ships forming the Tha naval feet have been acquired
abrond. mainly from the United States under the
Militiry Assistance Prograrm

Routine tepaies ace made 10 ships up to destrover
size at the Naval Dockvard in Banghok. Extensive
repain are usually perdformed o Tong Kong or
Singapore. Minor repain and madntenance are carried
ont at the Roval Thai Naval Base at Sattahip

The logistics system. although adequate o support
the navy in its preseat configuration, suffers because of
the varied type of ships, craflt, and cquipment in the
inventon; naintenance difficultics. stemming from
the udvanced age of many vesseh; and dependenee
upon foreign sources for basic supplies, including
petsolewm products, smmunition, and spare parts.

5. Marine corps (S)

The Royal Thai Marine Corpy (RTMC) & a
separale operating foree under the direct conteol of the
Comaeander in Chief, Roval Thai Navy. Its missions
include being prepured to conduct amphibiows
operations, providing security at naval establishments,
specinl  operations, and supporting  army ground
operations.  Connterinsurgency trining and  civie
action projects have received an inereased amount of
attention. The RTMC has received 2,300 M-16 rifles
to replace older M-1 Garand rifles. Artillery support
consist of 73mm recoilless rifles, 60, 81, and 4.2
mortars, 40mim AAA gens, T3mm pack howitzers, and
six recently delivered 103uim howitzers. Three LVT-
7°s have been received to replace the old LVT-4's. The
age of the LYT-4's and inadequate artillery support
would hamper sustained operations.

The primary combat force of the murine corps is the
regimental combal team (RCT), which the Thais call
a brigade consisting of four infantry battalions and an
artillery battalion. The balance of the corps consists of
three light infantry battalions, a seevice battalion, a
militarsy police battalion, und a headquarters. The
present combat potential of the RCT is such that it is
rated as one of the country’s most combat ready forces
for any mission. The matine corps is vapable of
making an ampliibious landing in battalion Tanding
team (BLT) strength utilizing mvy ships, if the sortie
is of short duration. For an extended sortie, un
additional attack transport (APA) would be reguired
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to lift the landing team. N i estimated that the corps
plunning capabilitn and state of training is sueh that
an RCT lunding could be effected. provided adequate
sealift was made available and U.S. Marine Corps
adviserns were permitted to assist. The marine comy
wreatest liability s a ack of enough traioed techuical
personnel Lo maintain equipent propeely | training
prageam o correct this i in effect  Marine Corps
officers wear vavy uniforms with backiog under their
stripes and use navy rank desigoations

Autharized penonnel strength is HE31T. howeser.
actud strength is 9,300, inclading officers and culisted
men Corps Headquarten and the tst and 3d infantr
Battadions are at Sattahip, which is the mazin marioe
base. Abo at Sattahip are the dth Light Iafantry
Battakion. the Adiflers Gattalion. and the Seniee
Bottalion The 2d lofantny Battalion i munning
defensive positions alonyg, the Thailand-Cambodis
border in Chanthaburi Provinee. The 7th infantr
Battalion is »t Rayong The 5th Light Infuate
Battalion i at Ban Bung Na. and the 6th Light
Infuntry Battalion and the Militany Pollee Battulion
are at Thon Eur. A marine battalion participated ina
maujor counicfnsurgenes operation in December 1972
and Janua vy 1973 1t was deplned to northem
“Phailand and conducted a successful operation.

6. Naval air arm (8)

The Naval Air Arm bas o modest reconnubsance
and surveillunce capability. It has a total of 22 fixed
wing, utility aireraft. The airarm is organized as an air
wing of three squadrons and awigned to U-Tapan
airhuse

E. Air force

The Roval Thai Air Force (RTAF) is one of the nore
significant air forces on the Southeast Asian mainkand.
Lts mission is to provide tactical air support for the
naval and ground forces; acrial support for
counterinsurgency units, including aidifting men und
cquipment; and air defense of the country. The air
force has no stralegic air capability. it is capable of
careving on tactical air operations, including armed
reconnaissance wnd close air support as well as joint
ground and amphibious operations. Increased level of
insungent activities in the northeast wnd north, has
resulted in a steady increase in the number of tactical
air missions requested by the asmy and the
paramilitary forces. Twa transport aireralt and crews
are assigned to the U.N. Command in Japat. The air
forces transport capability can support peacctime
requirements and in an emergency conld be
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augmented by Thailand's civil airdift. The air force and Rescarch. The Headguarters Group comprises an
. apability o suppoert the navy is rted us marginal. (81 Office of the Air Adviser. the Directorate of Air
Q‘ The major Factor affecting zir force capabilities i Inspection, the Dicctomate of Administrative Services,
poor utilization of resources. including personnel.
Cammand channels are hampered by too much
ambignity and confusion. The approximately 3 high-
ranking officers (air chiel, air, and air vice mashalslin pooo ) ntelligence. Operations,  Materiel, and

the top cchelons. leave litde decisionmaking to the Finance.
commanders of the operating units. Within_ the The Logistic Support Group has directarates for
. ogistical -maintenance systenws. however. the Actonautieal  Engineering, Communication. Ania-
decentralized  system in effect results in low in- ment, Quartermaster, Civil Kugineering. Transporta-
commission rates, improper assignmient of pesonael, tion, and Medical Service. Within the Edncation
and poos or inappropriate use of trining. (S} Group is the Directorate of Education and Traimng,
Improvement in the tactical aicsupport cupability iv b Flying Training School, the Air Command und
being effected under the U, Militany Assistance Staff '(:""(,L,(_‘ the Air Academs. the Airmen’s
Program (MAP) with the introduction of the Cesstiapochpical Training School, and the Air Foree Officers’
A-37, C-123K, AU-23A. and OV-10 aireralt. As 2 ghopl. The Directorates for Welfare and Civil

the Office of the Seeretary of the Air Staff, and seven
air specialists of Air Marshal rank There s,
additionalls. a coordinating staff with directorates for

_ n}.\ull ;vf in'clr.mw' reorganization ml?l.m d lnl 1967, Aviation are under the Special Services Gronp as well
¢ aireralt utilization rafes have dnereased. An o he office of the Den Muang Air Foree Base
. improvement in maisitenance methods and concen-

Commander.

trated t-mplmm onan uu-lh(-wl) training progran are The Tuctical Air Command aud the Security Farce

improving overall operational readiness. Aireralt in-

= A cralt 1= under the Combat Group. The Tactical air
& commission rates have been improved, averaging 85%  Command (TAC) comprises a headquartes, an air
e in 1973. Thewe are no provisions under the LS. aprrations cenler, and seven air wings. Under the
5 assistance programs 1o develop a Thai strategic oir headquartens is the Air Ground Operations Sehool and
: .;,E' upaility. The air defense capability will izu-limih-(! cight divisions: Personnel. Intelligence, Operations,
-.'ﬁ P for the next few years If' the Northrop F-5A/B/E Meteriel.  Photography.  Communications. Ceneral
’ "I‘ 4 fighter aireraft. Thailand’s air defense capability is Services. and Field Maintenance.
. & ¥ considered marginal. The radar network has improved
. ; considerably over the past few years: completion of 2, Strength, composition, and disposition® (S)
the planned gaphtler sites and the fourth long-range
%‘_ site in the northwest will give the air foree an adequate The air foree his a pecsonnel strength of 46,600
% aireraft control and waming systemn with respec (5400 officers and 41,200 enlisted men), including
& the wirerall and other facilities it is cureently 703 pilots and a 16,200 airbase seeurily foree
. operating. (§) personnel. There are 349 aireraft. including 61 jeu
¢ fighters, 41 turhoprop aircralt, 187 propeller aircraft,
. 1. Organization (C} and 60 helicopters. All girerafl ase of U.S. arigin with
i . . the exception of the 23 DHC-1 propeller trainers and 2
The organization of the air force is patterned after — jeg748" (ansports furnished by the  British. Al
& that of the U.S. Air Force. The Commander in Chiel operational aireraft are alssign‘cd to subordinate
fg of the Royal _Th"i Air Foree has the m_"'f of “_i’ chich  (uadrons of the wings. Training airerafl are assigned
= marshal and is responsible for the administrative and e Flying Training School. About 300 aireralt ase
C g operationat direction of the air force. Control is highly assigned to tactical units The squadrons xnd their
: 21 centralized. and little d“!”g““f'" of authority is  Jocutions, missions, and types of aircraft are given in
5o granted by the Commander in Chief: headquarters are Figure 3.
¥ at Don Muang.
% The air foree structure is organized with a 3. Training (C)
P Headquarters Group, o Logistic Support Group, an
z iducation Group, and a Combat Group. Within the The air force emphasizes truining and cducation.
,.3 Headquarters Group, the Comimander in Chief is but in general the number of graduates of ils training
B4 . . . - —_———
": assisted by d \’l(:c. Cmmnandm: " Ch.m{’ .D(.‘[)lll)’ For current detailed informudion, see the Free Warld Alr Order of
4 Commander in Chief, fmd a Chicf of Air Staff. The Bottle, the Alr Farces Intelligence Study (AF15), and the Military
ey, Chief of the Air Staff has a vice chief and three intelligence Summary, all pubYisiied by the Delewse 1ntelligence
L deputies, one each {or Operations, Logistics, and Plans  Ageney.
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UNIT AND LOGCATION

Wing 1, DBon Muang Afr Force Bare:
Squadron 11......... .. -

Squadron 13

Wing 11, Koke Kathiem Airficld:
Squadron 221, Koke Kathictn Airfield .
Squadren 222, Muang Ubon Adrficld
Squadron 223, Udorn Airficld. . ..

Squadron 21, Chang Mai Aieficld .
s
- ! Wing [11, Korat Airfield:

Squadron 31. . ... ...
B Squadron 32.. .. .. ... ...
Wing IV, Ban Ta Khii Aisfiedd:
Squadren 43 ... ... ... L
Wing V, Prachusp Khiri Kban Airfield:
Squadron 53. ... ...
Wing VI, Don Muang Air Force Base:
Squadron 6f.................. e
Sguadron 82......... ... . ... . .
Squadron 63.................
Wing VI1, Ban Sattahlp Airficld:
Squadron 71... ... ... ...

)

FIGURE 5. Wing and squadren disposition {S}

ALRCRAYT

Lockheed T 33, RT 33. ..

Northrop F 5 A/B, RF 5A. ..

Fairchala AU 23.

North American T 28....... ...,

oodoo L
North Amcricac OV 10. ..

Sikorsky C11 34 C.D ..
Bell U1 1H1. .

Cewsna A 37..

North Amercop 1" 28........ ... ..

Fairchild C-123.. ... .
Douglas CH7. ..
Cexana T 4L, ..

Cesana Q- 1, Helio U 10, ..

MIES ON

Jet reconnsisance and plhotv reconnats-
sanee.

Tuctical fighteriintereeptor/reconnsis-
sance.

TAC support.

Tactical fighter/homber '
Do.

TAC support.

Transport,

Uailivy.

Tactienl fighterrinteceept.
Tactical lighter.
Transport.

Transport.counterinsurgency
Fransport.

. TAC support.

programs does not meet the demand. Also, outpat of
the training progrums in the technical and advanced
pilut schools does not keep pace with demands as more
sophisticited equipment is acquired. The air foree has
esperienced considerable difficufty in maintaining the
Flying Training School with qualified candidates. The
Air Academy, the primary source of student input.
does not graduate enongh petsonnel to meet he
service needs. Craduates from civilian wniversities are
being sought as substitutes

An indoctrination program for new pesonnel is
concucted by the Air Foree Police. All recruits,
technicians, and cadets receive basic infantry training.
After husic tmining, some personnel wre selected for
more advanced programs.

A cadet class cuters the Flying Training School
vearly at Kamphaeng Suen  Airfield (14°06°N..
99°56'E.) und goes through primary, busie, and
advanced flight training in o regimen that parallels
the pilot training program of the U.S. Air Foree, The
quality of instruction is good. lustrument (7-6)
training is also conducted at Kamphaeng Saen. An
advanced cowrse using the North American T-28 is
conducled at Koke Kathiem {(14°34'N., 100°36°E.}.
Refresher programs in the Douglas C-47 and
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Lockheed T-33 are conducted at Don Muang. The
tactical squudrons sapplement the formal training
programs by continuing training in night flying,
insteument flying, gunnen. rocketn. dive-bombing,
supply drops. elose air suppont. combat air patrol, and
recomaissance. Fonward air control training continues
to improve. Tactical flight truining is accomplished
with varying degrees of effectiveriess. concentrating on
air-to-ground  ordoance delivens. Two of the 1-28
squadrons have initiuted a night orduance-delivery
program.

Technical training is provided by technicat sehouls,
all ut Dot Muwang. Follow-un Lraining for technicians
is provided hy their own units. U.S. Air Force training
mantials and the Air Foree Extension Course Institute
conrses have been translated into Thai and are being
used in air force trining.

JUSMAG und MAP support to the more complex
techuical schools has been significantly inercased and
includes tmining aids, equinment, mobile training
teams, technical assistance teams, and the establish-
ment of new schools. MAP funds have been allocated
for an English-language school to qualify Thais for
further U.S. training of afl types. 1n the more technical
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ategories, triining is provided in the Uy Pacifie
Command asea and 1he United States

Stucent erollment of both the Ainnen’s Technical
Training  School and  Officer Canelidate  Scehoa),
recently reestublished, ie programned o provide 360
new officeny annualiy.

The Directorate for tducation and Training ha
staff eespomsibitits for the programs of professional
training provided through the Airmen's Technical
Training  Schoal.  Air Acadens . NCO Academy
Officer Canlidite School. Air Comumand and Stafl
College. and Squadron Offieer Schanl, 41 located at
Don Muang. All prafessionad training schools conforn
fairly closels to theie U8 A Foree counlerparls

4. Lagisties (8)

Al airenat and equipment including sapply
swuppart s provided by the United  Stutes. The
Directonde {or Air Engincering Bang Sn, near
Bangkok. provides ull supplies und depot maintenanee
suppent for all assigned  airerlt, communication
ssstemns, and  vehicles. The depot at Bang Su
requisitions,  receives, stares. and distributes !
supplies and equipment, including petrolewm. In
addition. the depol acts as o single-point sapply
manager for all MAP supplies and eyuipment weeived
in or shipped omt of the country,

The Directorate for Air Engincering s aha
respansibie for depot level maintenanee of all adrerafi.
The depot at Bang Su hus limited capubility 10
merhaal, repair, and modify aireraft and accessorios.

The joint Reval Thqj Ay and Roval Thai Air
Foree  Single Manager Supply  and Maiuienance
Program for helicopter depot maimtenance anc supnly
at Bang Su is Tunctioning effectively.

The Tactical Field Maintengnce Wing provides
maintenanee support to air force units al Don Musng.
The wing i comparable to & U8, Air Foree
onganization, bat the maintenance capability s
limited by the continuing  shortuge of  skilled
pesonnel.

Conununications stpport. operations, and main-
lenance functions (including radur) are provided by
the Directorate for Communications at Do Muang,

The Dirveetorste for Givil |2 gincering at Don
Muang is responsible for accomplishing repair and
maintenance of airficlds and Faciities,  Airficl
maintenance and fire protection cquipment, as well as
mobile maintenance specialists and operators for
uility systemns, are provided by this directorute. On-
the-line availability of equipment at facilities in the
northeast is poos, and the equipment must  he
returneed to Don Muang for repair and overhau,

Morage. control. issue, and neinte nance of all
ammwmiilion. explosives, and asmament materials are
provided by ahe Air Foeee Ordnaner Deprot al Don
Muang The depatis capabile of rehabifitating certain
hipes of weapons and  amunumition. Ineffective
distribution of peronnel. lack of pre-planning {ar
aircradt inspeetions and wainlematiee. inappropriaie
requisitioning  activns,  and pos delegation  of
anthority are major facton alfecting the
umaindenance capabitties. Air Joree capabilitn 4o
suppert sstained combed operations iv raled as Tuér
The edablishenent of the Lowistien Control Cenler
LOCH has assisted iny alleviating  mam wppls,
tramspartation, and mainteance problems. In spite of
deficiencies, improsements e being, wade and
aireralt wtilization and  in-commission rtes
increasing. A ngor reorgaizition of armment and
munitions operations is being accomplished. and these
Tunctings are now under direet contral of the RTAF
Headguarters. Results espeeted inchude more acenrate
fiscal programing. more elficient storage, procedures,
and vpeeator effectiveness in airerafy utilizagion

air force’s

are

F. Paramilitary (S)

The Border Patrol Palice (BPP), the Police Acrisl
Reinforcement Unit (PARU ), (he Marine Police. and
the Speeial Action Forcos (SAF) are elements of the
Thai National Poliee Departinent. These and the
Valunteer Defense Corpy (VDY comprise the
countny's pacanilitary forces. All are under  the
Ministry of Interior but would he under Ministry of
Defense control during wartime o other national
(‘Ill('m('lll"\'.

Fhe BPP was founded in 193] 1o control aclivities
along the Thai borders without antagonizing
ncighboriug  countres by increusing Thai military
strength in the border areas. Sinee jts inception, the
BPP has had primary responsibility for maintaining
preace in the border sves. Nesmally patrolling along
the barder to a depth of abom 13 miles, BPP plateons
are engaged i the prevention of narcotics trafficking,
smugeling, and dilegal immigrtion as well s
intelligence  collection, countersubvenion,  counterin-
surgeney operations, and civie action. particularh
among the primitive hill tribes where government
presence is lenuous,

The BPP hus its headquarters in Pangkok. It iy
directly subordinate to the Director Generl of the
National Police Deparlment. In warlime or during
special operations, BPP conlingents would be uuder
the mifitary und subject to the orders of the local
military commanders,
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The general headquarters controls four Regional

vach of which inelodes twe Arey

The present foree includes 1 line

Commands,
Commands
platvons, 24 mobile platoons and 1} weapons
plateons. The 14.600-man border foree has receised
special forees type truining anch is eyuipped with
dandard light infantey weapons as well as rocket
Lachers and mortans, In addivon to providing
Unining assistasce to the BPP LS. aid has alless sted
hortages i small arms. communieation cquipnieot,
and motor tramsport. The border patrobsare
developing o familiarity with retote ancas, where, in
contrast Lo uthee police components, thes are generalh
well accepted by the locad populace BPY clements are
participating with incroasing  effectiveness in
counterinstrgeney  programs, hut foree strenath s
insdequate for the multiparpose mission extending
along Thailand's extensive and vilnerabie borders.

The PARL has its headgnarter at Phitsanutok. 1tis
a seminutopomous unit of the BPP and consists of
about 1,300 spreial forees trained police personnel Ity
mission is to provide mobile and airhome forces in
support of the BPP in peacctime and in warlime to
function as s aithorne guerrilla stnking force The
PARU has o creditable recond of air-rescue actions ancd
horder seeurity operations. It is equipped with U 5.
sopplied small arms in good condition The PARL s
potential is limited by its anall size and the
inadequacy of avzikable aiv transport

The National Police Department Aviation Division.
activated as a separate element in 1968, is subordinale
to the Pravineial Police and has a personnel strength of
490 (120 pilots), 30 helicopten. and 21 fixed-wing
girermft. The division, which s headquariered in
Bungkok. provides airlift support to police and othes
government agencies in counternsurgency,  Com-
munist suppression. or other law cufarcement
operations. The division operates out of staging bases
throughout the country. Becaunse of a lack of sufficient
aireralt, the division does not have the capability to
handle all airlift requirements.

Special Action Forees (SAF), an clite clement of the
Provincial Police. arc quick-reaction units wsed Lo
supplement police and military forces in counterinsur-
geney opentions. These forces permit deployment of
unils to meet emesgeney  situations withoul
interrupting normal police assignments. Although
highly trained and well equipped, the SAF's have
insufficient strength and inadequate air support,
which limits their effectiveness in caming out their

CIA-RDP01-00707R000200090024-0

assigned  mision The SAF are organized inle S
companies and 35 separale platoons. and ther total
drength is 3,500

The Thai Marine Police taba knowa as the \Waler
Palicer is charged  with presenting smugeling,
enlorcing custems
barbor arcas, prevenling espiotage and

etfornng

and evporl regalitions, enforcing
faw in
polilical distarbances in coastal  areas,
shipping and safety reealations on seagoing vossels,
and prohibiting the illegal entey or it of aliens and
criminals

Muarine Police strength i abont L7700 men The
force hus 26 bases alomg the Mekone, in the Gallal
Thailand. and an the Strits of Mokaces thasa tolul
of 176 crafl. meluding three [80-font ol craft
three 110-foot patrol et 16 in the 56- 1o LCH)-fexent
gange. 52 in the 20- to 30-fout range, and 81 shallow-
draft punuit boats The snaller cruft are used tor
patrolfing inlsod wateewass. and the longer crafl ane
cogaged in comstal patrol

The Marine Police had  heen plagued  with
obsaleseent emit and inadequate bndgetars support
However, goveamuent approval in (968 of a Tvear
poject for rengthening and moderizing the foree
includes the building of a number of madern patral
hoats. which have improved its effeetiveness

The Volunteer Defense Corpy (VRO is a past-time
force established as a village home guard-1y pe militia
to supplement the Provinvial Police in providing locad
wecarity. The Minister of Jnterior is the Commanding
General of the VC. and the Minister of Defense is his
deputy. Regional headquartees an located in cach
provincial seat and aee commanded by the provincial
LOVOTHOT.

Strength of the VDO is approximateh 19.000. AH
personnel have been trained in a speend program
designed 1o prepare a countersubyeesion and village
defense force. Afmost 13,000 VDO members are on
full-time duty status. VDo personnel bave, to a
limited degree.  participated  suce sfully in ficld
training exereises and counterinsirgency operations
with army andd border patrol police units. vDC
offectiveness is hampered by a fuck of transportation,
firepower, und communications. Responsibility fos the
VvPC is divided. The Departmeat of Local
Administration provides administrative support, the
anmy provides weapons, (raining. and leadership. The
VDG is organized inle province companies. frontier
border plati-ans, district companies. village securily
teams, and milroad units.
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