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The Society

A. Introduction (U/OU)

Generally adequate natural resonrees, a long history
of nutional independence, and a sense of national
unity have served in Thailand to promote stability and
to alleviate many of the social and economic pressuzes
that have plagued other Southeast Asian countries.
There is o Faiely high degree of cultural bomogeneity,
with mast of the population professing Buddhism and
most speaking Thai as a mother longue or a second
Rangunage. Many of the ethnic minosity groups in the
country are uidlergoing  assimilulion W national
cultural patterns ennating outward from Bangkok.
Moreover, in marked contrast to other Southeast Asian
conntrics, Thailand emenred from World War 1)
without serious impairnent of its ceonomy or its social
structure. Fusthermore, an essentially sti,ble pattem of
authoritarian politicat control had been maintained
by the nation’s military feaders since they assumed
power in November 1947. Despite all of these factors,
hawever, the grip of the army geneials and their police
services was broken by a student revoll in Oclaber
1973, and a civilian government was estublished.

The Thai econamy, with external ussistance
primarily from the United States, has developed
imy:ressively since World War 11, despite a rapid rate
of populution growth that has absorbed a significant
proporion of the country’s economic development.
Normally there is an annual surplus of rice, and
seldom have the demands for food outstripped ihe
availuble supply. Over 85% of all Thai farmcers
cultivate their own small plots of land. Consequently,
ncither poverty nor socioccenomic discontent among
the peasants have been widespread. Most of the
improvement in average per capitu real income during

Ty
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the postwar years, however, has heen concentrated in
the arban areas, resulting in itereased disparity in
income and levels of living between the urban and
rueal populations, a potential source of social unrest.
Insurgencies, some of them fostered by [foreign
Communist agents, have been conducted in depressed
raral areas, especiudly those inhabited by ethnic
minoritics, Even wmang the Thai themsclves, there is
some degree of dissatisfaction with the apportionment
of the nution’s wealth, particularly in the northeast, o
region ceonomically retarded by poor soils alternate
periods of drought and flood, and inadeguate
transportation. Nonetheless, although growing
political unrest has created internal security problems
in the notthern, northeastern, aud southern frontier
regions, il has not yet serously affected the social
stubility of the kingdom.

The student revalt of 1978 apparently was caused
primarily by student. discontent over both academic
issues and police repression of student and other
oppuosition elements in Bangkok. Many politically
conscious "hai on al) levels of Bangkok socicty—
including the King himselfssympathized with the
students” demands for refeaw: of jailed oppositionists
and for promulgation of a wew constitution
establishing democratic government. The leadership
of the armed forces appears to be supporting the new
government appointed by the King, which is beaded
by a university reclos, Professor Sunya Thammasak, as
prime  minister, and which has promised to
promulgate 1 new constitmtion within 6 months,
However, it remuins 10 be seen whether these
unprecedented political changes will actually affect
the social compasition of the military and civilian elite
groups which have governed Thailand for over four
decades,
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B. Structure and characteristics of society
(C)

The homogeneity of Thailand’s pupulation provides
the basis for o stable social structure. An estimated
83% of the population speak the Thui langunge as
their native tongue, profess Thervada (Hinavana)
Buddhisim, and adhere to a common sct of values and
shared patterns of hehavior, The Thai are conscious of
broad wational values which they share as a people—
the monarchy, Buddhism, and the tradition of
national independence.  Because the Kingdom of
Thailand was never dominated by u colonial power,
its society escaped the disruptive sequence of
conquest, occupation, and struggle for independence.
Thai awareness of the national heritage often is
expressed in resistance te elements that seek 1o alter
the traditional way of life. Some dissatisfaction with
the distribution of national wealth, however, lias
arisen among  resideats of the less cconomicaliy
deveboped ureas of the country, and the Thai and
ethuic minorities who reside in such areas have been
vulnerable to the pressures exerted by pro-Connunist
subvenive elements.

1. Ethnit compasition

Peoples of ‘Thai ethnic stock coustitute the
dominant element within Thatland.  Although the
197¢ eensus dlidd not enumerate the population by
ethnic background, it is generally agreed that the Thai
constitute about 83% of the total population, the
Chinese make up approximately 1055, and the Malays
comprise about 2.5%. No other ethnic community
accounts for as much us 1% of the population {Figure
1). The Thai are faund in all pants of the country, but
they are coneentrated in the densely populated central
plains, the Khorat Plateau, and in arcas of northern
and southern Thailand (Figure 2). With the exeeption
of the Chinese, who are pamarily an urban people
found in many cities and towns of Thailand, the
minority peoples live on Lhe periphery of the kingdom
and usually represent extensions of lfarger ethnic
communitics in countsies acighboring Thailand,

Although in geueral a homogeneous commamity
sharing a common lunguage, rcligion, and cultural
history, the Thai are divided into o number of regional
subgroups that are distingvished primarily by
differences in dinlect, historical experience, and minor
caltural variations. Thz principal regional subgroups
aure the Thai of the centrat plains, the Thaiin the north
{often called the Thai Yuan), the Thai of the Isthmus
of Kra, und the northeastern Thai (frequently called
the Thai-Lao). Other smaller groupings include the

(5]
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FIGURE 1. Estimuted compaosition of the population, by
ethnic group, 1970 (U/OU)
{Absolute number in thousands)

PERCENT OF
TOTAL

KTHNIC GROUP NUMBES  POPULATION

B e T 20 327 85.1
Chinese..........ovvueien. e 3,145 10.4
Malay. .. oooiviiiiiies Lo 840 2.5
Cumbodian (Khmer)............. 240 Q.7
Ketiooiiiiieeiiianiniininanian. 140 0.4
Vietnamese. .. .oveveciinvinvans 70 0.2
T ] i 0.2
Nomudie tribespeeple............ 300 0.9

Total...... evaan Cehiaaaaa 30,452 100.0

*Cenyux total of 34,152,000 plus an estimated 300,000
nomadie tribespeople.

Shan (or Thai Yuai), who are concentrated in Mac
Hong Son Provinee near the Burma horder; the
Phouthai, wito occupy the extreme nostheastemn comer
of the country; and the Lu, who dwell in parts of
Chiang Ral and Nan provinces. The Thai of the
central plains historically Eave been the dorainant
group politically, sociatly, and economically, and they
are also the largest of the regional subgroups.
However, distinctions mmong the subgroups are
diminishing as each is being affected by influences
stenaming from Bangkok.

While racial différences ore faidy unimportant
within the indigenous population of Thailand,
differing cultueal norms serve to identify the various
ton-Thai cthnic communities of the kingdom.
Individual members of winority ethnie communities
are regarded as Thai by the ‘Thai majority if they hold
Thai citizenship and so identify themselves, speak a
Thai dindect well, and conform to conventional That
patterns of living. Since 1932 it has been the policy of
the Thai Govermment to attempt to assimilate
minority peoples into the dominant culture.
Cormpulsory schooling in the Thai language and legal
reservation of certain types of cconomic endeavor to
Thai citizens have been the principal nicans used in
fostering this assimilation. Such methods have proved
partially suecessful amonyg the Chinese and such othier
groups that share a common religion withk the Thai.
but they have been much less successful among the
Muslim Malays, who have steadfastly resisted the
assimifation process.

The Chinese are the largest single ethnic minority.
Like other overseas Chinese in Southeast Asia, most of
the Chinese in Thailand are deseendants of emigrants
from South China. About half of the Chinese in the
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country ace concentrated in the densely popuolated
Chao Phrava delta, within o 30-mile radius of
Bangkok. where they engage primarily in commercial
or industrial activity. Another 500,000 Chinese live
near the tin mines and rubber  plantations  of
peninsular Thailand. and the remainder live in urhan
cendens and the lurger villages seattered throughont the
kingdom.

Chinese migration into Thaikund in significant
numbers began during the 17ty century and inercased
shurply during the 19th and cary 20Uh eenturies when
the kingdom welcomed them for their skills, As their
numbers increased, however, and as they took over
('Url'nli n o areas ()f veonomic l‘ﬂdc&l\'()r, lll(' 'rhﬂi
Government sought 1o encourage their assimilation
into the dominant culture and to limit the growth of
their economic power, At the sume time, because of
the widespread Thai disinterest in commereinl and
industsial activities, the Thai Govermmen! has
generally been aware of its economic dependence in
these fields on the industrious, commercially minded
Chinese. Nonetheless, during the prewar years,
successive  Thai  governments restricted  Chinese
immigmtion, instituted the compulsory teaching of
Thai in all public and private schools {(including those
operated by the Chinese community), and excluded
all afiens from certnin occupations, inchuding the
ownership of sicelands. During World SWar 1] the
governmenl adopted more rigid anti-Chinese
measures and abandoned the policy of assimilation,
discouraging the natumlization of Chinese and
intermarriage between Thai and Chinese.

With the emergence of the People’s Republic of
China (PRC), Thai concern over the subvemive
potential of the Chinese community served to revive
cfforts to assimilate the Chinese into Thai society.
Chinese secondary schowls, closed dusing World War
I, have net been permitted to seopen: Chinese
primary schools ave strictly regulated in their
curriculums, with periodic restrictions on the teaching
of the Chinese language; and Chinese students
entering universities are required to take Thai names,
Furthermore, new categories of accapations have been
added to those previously reserved for citizens, and
legislation has provided that at least half of adl
emplovees in certain types of concerns be Thai
nationals. lmmigration of Chinese into Thailund has
been restiicled to a quota of 200 cach vear. While
these legul restrictions have induced Chinese aliens to
opt for the benefits of Thai citizenship, assimilation
has alse. been facilitated by the ecuse with which
Chinese and other alien residents may obtain,
citizenship. 1n addition, assimilation is being offected

by an increasing incidence of intermarriage between
Chinese and Thai {many prominent Thai Tamilics
have sonme Chinese blood), by the more extensive use
of the Thai linguage in preference to Chinese, and by
closer social und cconomic relations between the two
groups,  Nevertheless, cven those second or third
ganeration Chinese who have adopted Thai names
andl become Thai citizens are still apl to consider
themselves Chinese, speak Clinese al home, und
participate in traditional Chinese soeial affuis.

In effect. the Chinese minority of Thailand is
heeoming more of w enltural community than an
cthnic group. The extent of assimilation to “Thai
culture is greatest in the Bangkok area and other larger
citics, particularly Chiang Mai in the north; the
Chinese in southern peninsotar communities tend to
be tess assimilated.  Indirectly, the increasing
Woesternization of Thaikand's urban communitics has
encotiraged » merger of the Thai and overseas Chinese
cultures by providing a new milier acceptable to both
and accordingly blurring the distinetions Letween the
two,

Almost all the Nalays of Thailand—who are
officially called Thail Islam by the government—ure
Muslims. Ethnically and culturally, they are identical
with their compatriots in Malavsia, Over 905 live in
the sonthens peninswlar segion, particularly in the
southernmost provinees of Pattani. Yala, Sutun, and
Narathiwat, where they form about §0% of the
population. From the 1930°s uatil the end of World
War L1 the Thai Government attemipted forcibly to
assimilate the Malay population by drastic legal
measures, including compulsory  instruction in
Buddhist religious precepts und the Thai kinguage in
the schaols of the southern pravinees, adoption of Thai
names.  wearing of Thai-style clothing, and
climination of the heretofore legal recognition of
polygyny. Except for the discouragenunt of polvgyny.
these regulations were relaxed or repealed following
the 1945 roval decree guarantecing freedom  of
religion. Sinee about 1948 the official emphasis has
been on integration rmther than assimilation, based on
the dual principles of frecdomn of religion and of
improved education with stress on the standord Thai
curricutum. The Thai Government has also permitted
the teaching of the Malay language and of Muslim
religious precepts in the schools of the four
southernmost  provinces and the adjudication of
family and inhertance questions involving Muslims
by Islamic courts. In addition. the governmént has
provided sniall subsidies for Islamic religious and
educational activities throughout the kingdor.
However, the Malavs of southern Thailund still feel a

ey
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stronger sense of cultugal affinity with their fellow
Muslins, particulady the Makays across the border.
than they do with Thai peoples. Although extremist
sentiment has abaled somewhat since the suppression
of an armed revolt by Malay separatist extrenists in
1947-48, underground  extremists  reportedly  hanve
managed to survive. Bandit gangs and the
predominantly  Mudayvan  Chinese  Communist
guerrillas in the horder area have tried 1o exploit
sepuratist sentiment to their advantage.

Between 30000 to 75,000 Malays live in Bamgkok
and neatby arcas. Most of these individuals are
descended from slaves eaptured by Thai riding
expeditions in the Malay peninsula between the 13th
and carly 19th centuries. In contrast to the southem
Malays, the Malays of central Thailand are well
jntegrated into Thai sociely, but they reauiin
Muslims,

Although numbering only an estimated 70,000 to
$0.000. the Vietnamese residents of Thailand have
posed internal seeurity problems for the “Thai
Covernment because of the influence of pro-
Commuuist clements among them. Almost alb are
cither refugees from Vietnam or descendants of
Vieloamese refugees. An estimated 20,000 of them,
called “Old Vietnamese,” are descended  from
Vietnamese who fled to Thailand to escape the wars of
the 18th century or the anti-Catholic persecutions of
the Annumite emperors. during the 19th ceutury,
These immigrants were industrious farmers, fishennen,
and artisans; their deseendunts still reside mainly in
farming communities in Chanthaburi Province in
southeastern Thailand, while a few have setiled in the
wrban Bangkok area. During the Indochinn war of
1946-54. an cstimated 73,000 Vietnamese refugees
entered Thailand via Laos. Beginning in 1949, the
Thai Government for securily reasons restricted these
refugees to cerain provinees along the Mckong river
andl withheld resident alien status froni them, During
1959, Thai and North Vietnanese officials concluded
agreements providing for the voluntary repatriation of
these postwar refugees. By the late summer of 1964,
when repatriation was halted at North Vietnany's
request, an estimated 38,000 had departed from
Thailand for North Vietnam. By late 1970, North
Vietnamese interest in the evacunation of the refugees
was renewed, coinciding with Thai readiness to
expand reciprocal contacts with Communist countries.
In October 1970, the two countries agreed in principle
on the repatriution of o total of 37,000 Vietnanese
refugees to Neth Vietnam during the following year;
however, information is not available on the
implementalion of this agreement. Together, the

Chinese, the “Old Vietnamese,” most of whem Tave
acquired Thai ¢ tizenship, and the postwar
Vietnamese refugee fanilies  virtually  monopolize
conunerer in some of the northeastemn arban centers.

The Cambodian minority is located in the provioees
near Uhe Cambodinn horder, in an aren which once
wits past of the Khimer Empive. The Cambodians are
Theravada Buddhists like the Thai. but they cling to
heir own kuygruage. There has been considerable ill
feeling between the two peoples. based Jurgely oo the
Cambodians resentment of their inferdor political and
cconontic stutus, bt Little open confliel,

Of much lesser significance, fargely because of their
incroasing assimilation into Thai society, are the Kui
(or Soai) aund the Mons. These people practice the
samie Torms of Theravada Buddbism as the Thai. and
most of them are regarded s culturadly Tlii by the
Thai Government. The Kui of northeastern Thailand,
who are closely related to the Cambodians, are heing
assimilated  culturdly by cither the Thai or the
Cambodians, depending on the proximity. Most of the
Mons. wha are descended fram prisoners-of-war or
immigrants who entered Thailand from Burma dwring
the 17th, 18th, and 19th centudes, live in small
communities in centeal Thailand and are apidly
Deing assimilated by the Thai.

Except for some alien Indians. Bewgalis, and
Pakistanis resicting in the arban centess, the remaining
inhabitasts of Thailand are tbespeople, The consuses
of 1960 and 1970 did not enumerale them, primarily
becanse of their geographie remotencss and hecause of
insurgeney in some tribal arcas. Most tribespeaple
practice animism, only i few having been converted to
Buddhism by their Thai neighbors or to Christianity
by Western  missionarics.  An estimated 370000
tribespeople,  using languages generally  chassified
within the Tibeto-Burmese category, inhabit the
forested regions of Thailand bordering on Burnia and
northwostern Laos. The most numerous and coltueally
advanced of all tribespeople in Thailand are the
Kitrens, who are locate b in the valleys and the lower
altitude uplands of western and  northwestern
Thailand. Far more backward than the Karens are the
smaller ‘Tibeto-Burman trbal geoups of the remote
mountainous regions in the notth. These include
approximately 13,000 Lahu, ahout 11,000 Lisw, anel
lesser nunthers of Akha. In addition. an estimated
22 200 Kha and about 8000 Lawa tribespeople, who
speak languages of the Mon-Khaer stock, dwell in the
upland border regions. The Kha are widely dispersed
along the northen, northeustern, and casteen -borders,
while the Lawa live principally in the northwest. Some
54,000 Meo and approximately 16,000 Yao also resicde
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in the forested and mountrinous regions of the north
and norheast, the Meo usuadly at altitudes above
3000 Teet. The Meo and Yao speak related [anguages
and have long heen influenced by cultural contzels
China.
tribespeople, the Meo and Yuo practice slash-und-
busn cultivation.

in general, the Thai Governoent has made little
elfort to further the assimilation of the tibespeople of
the more remole border regions. Exeept for the Meo,
whose propemitics for trading bring Lhem into the
towns, only those tribespeople living at the lower
altitules are likely 1o have frequent contaet with the
Thai  However. increased problems of internal
seeurity in the north and northeast and the
rovernment's efforts 1o discourage the cultivition and
smuggling of opium and the deforestation cansed by
slush-and-burn type of agricaltuore have brought about
closer Thai contacts with all tribal groups in recent
decades. When  confronted  with Communist-
imstigated insurgeney among the Meo in 1967, the
governmenl began o resettle the hill peoples in
lozations relatively free from insurgent activity. In
these vew settlements, tribespeople were encouraged
to eulivate erops other than opium. These polivies
and the oecasionally harsh countesubvensive measures
taken in the arca by the That Anmed Fosees aroused
Meo tribal resentment against the governmend.
Beginning in carly 1970, the government encoraged
the Meo to rentin in their own villages rather thao to
flee when the insurgents entered their areas. Pro-
Communist elements also have had some influence on
the Yao, Lahu, and Kha tibes (particulaely the "Tin
and Khmu subgroups of the Kha). As of late 1972
Commumist-oriented  tilinl  insurgents were  active
along the eastern border of Chiung Rai and Nan
provinees, in the area where Phitszaudok, Phetchabun,
and Lo¢i provinees meet, and in Tak Province along
the Burma border.

While muost of the indigenous population of
Thailand are of the Mongoloid racial stmin, the Thai
and the principal minosity peoples represent  the
intermingling  of many substrains throughout the
centugies. Consequently, it is often difficnlt to identily
the ethaic origins of the inhabitants on the basis of
physical traits alone. Most of the cthnie "Thai (Figure
3) are brown-skinned and display such other
conventional " Southern Mongoloid™ trits as a broad
head, a broad nose, and « slight epicanthic eyefokd.
Hair color is black or dark brown, The Thai are less
hirsute than mast Europeans or Japanese and rarely
grow heavy beards or mustaches. The physieal triits of
Thailand’s Chinese resemble those of the iniabitants

with Like most other upland-dwell:ag
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of South China. Those Thui wha are partly Chinese in
descent often display such  typically  Chinese
charaetesistics as vellowish skin amd the pronoaneed
epicanthic evefold. Witlin Thailund's cities, the Tha
and Chinese are often indistinguisluible from each
othier. padticularly if Hhoth wear Western-style clothes,
as s usually the euse with the mea, While the Tibeto-
Burman and NMee-Yao tribespeople have common
Mongoloid characteristies (Figure -4), the Kha. fike the
other Tudonesian  tribespeaple on the  Indoching
Peninsula, possess such  typical tribal Tndonesian
features us a very dark skin, sloping forcheads. and
tightly cuded hair (Figure 3). Geneanlly speaking,
members of differing cthnie gronps. partienlarly the
tribesprople, can hest be  distinguished by their
traditional style of dress and ormamentation.

The Thai Tanguage is the official lenguage of the
kingdom and a second language for most of the
country’s minority gronps. Tu 1970, over 90% of the
population had o working knowledge of Thai, A
speaking knowledge of Thai is lacking auly among the
Malarys of the southernmost provivces, the anore
remote tribal peoples in the aorthern horder regions.
and among some of the Cambodians. The Thai
langnage is onal and uninflected, with o leadeney
toward morosy Habism, and the seript is derived from
ancient lodic forms, Qutside Thailand, the fanguage
is the mother tongue of minority peoples in Burnia,
North Victnam, and China, and & spoken by a
majority of the inhabitunts of laos. A remarkably
high degree of mutual intelligibility prevails among
Thai dhialeets: in fact, it is said that a Tho tribesman
from North Victnam would be able to make himself
untdesstood in Baugkok.

Within Thailxnd the Thai language is divided into
four main dialeets and 2 nmunber of minor dialects.
‘The principal dialects are central Thai. or Siamese;
southern peninsular dialect; vorthers, or Thai Yuau:
and a nontheastern dinleet (Thai Lao) which is almost
identical with the speech of the fuhabitants of
Vientiane, Laos, The Siamese dialect is the official
language of Thailand. Itis the linguage tught in the
public schools, used over the radio, and employed in
domesticadly produced mation pictures. Quitside the
central plains, knowledge of Siamese is more comnion
among urhan residentsthan among villagers, ulthough
ambitious individuals throughout the kingdom
veluntarily tearn Siwmese in osder te achieve ligher
soeial status.,

The Chinese of Thailand speak the dialect of the
arca in South China from which their forebeas
emigrated. Teochiu, the vernaeular of the Swatow
region of Kwangtung provivee. is spoken by abont
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36% of the Chiviese in Thailand. Approximately 16%
speak: the Hakka dialewt of sorth Kwangtung, and
southwest Fukien, 1262 the Hauanese diakeet, 7% the
Cantonese, and. 7% the Hokkiciwse. Only an
estimated 2% speak other diadects, Inasmuch as most
spoken. Chinese dialeets are muotwally unimtelligible,
there is a tendency for Chinese speuking the same
et to congregate in certain areas of Thailand, to
eugage in specific oceuputions. and to form their own
regional-asseciations. Beciuse coonmeree and industey
within the Chinese commezmity are dominated by the
Teochiv, the Teochin diclect. along with the ‘Thai
larguage, has hecome o lingua franea of domestic
commeree. Aceording to-estimates in the mid- 196607,
G0% 1o §0%% of the Chinese in “thailand have «
working  knowledge of Teochiu, Beeause of heir
sueeess-in business, the Teochiu are becoming more
closely associatzd with, and culturally assimilated to,
the Westerized Thai elite in Bangkok than are the
other  Chinese .groups. Since written: Chinese is
unifona, Chinese-kivgaage newspapers and  other
publications serve as a common media of conununica-
tions for those Chinese who are literate in their own
language. The Chinese binguage is taught in all the
private Chinese primary schools in Thailand,
However, the majority of Chinese in Thailind are
literate in “Thai rather than in Chinese, since most
lave attended Thai-famguage rther thau Chinese-
langnage schools,

The Malays of southern Thaitand. use the sume
basic spoken vernacular as their compatriots in
Makwsin, Ja contrast to Thai, the Malay kinguage is
atonal and mainly disyllabic, and its grammae is
wawsually simple, \While the official Malay languages
of Malaysia and Indonesia use Romanized scripts, the
traditional Jawi seript derived from Ambic is sl
wtilized by the Malays of Thailand. In general,
Malays residing in urban centers are more fniliar
with the Thai language than rural Malay, because
the latter are relutively isolated from contaets with the
Thai and because facilitics for primary education in
steeh areas liave lugged far behind those in the cities,
The government has taken steps to develop o working
knowfedge of the Malay linguage among Thai
officials in the sonth as part of its development
programs for that region.

As clsewhere in- Suiithicast Asin, the Mon-Khmer
languages spoken_ it Thaitund have been gradually
falling: into disuse, with the notable- exception of
Cambodinn. The Kui have all but discarded their
veracular in. favor of Cambaodian or Thai, and the
Mons, the Liwa, und those Khia tribespeople in close
contact with the Thai are gradually adopting Chai in

place of their own vermaculars, Large numben of
Cumbadinns,  however, do nat know  Thai. The
Vietnamese in Thaikind ase their own fangaage and,
although they have remained lungely unussimilated,
st can also speak Thai.

The Tibeto-Burmese languages spoken in Thailand
inclede Karen and Lolo-No-Sw. As in Borma, the
Karans of Thailand speak two mutiadly unintelligible
dialeets, Mwo and Sgaw, The Lahuw, Lisu. and Akba
use closely related  diadects of the Lolo-No-Su
lamguage. The tomal and monosyllabic Luigoages of
the Nea and Yoo togethes comprise the Mino-Yao
stack. Noune of the Tibevo-Burman and Miao-Yao
longues used in Thailand appear to have developed
written formy, although missionaries have devised
Ramanized seripts for local Meo, Lithu, and ather
tribespeople. Knowledge of secondary  languages
varies according o tribal group and  region., A
substamtial number of the wortheen  tribespeople
andentand simple Thai. and they also frequently
learn the vemaeulars of neighboring lribal com-
munities,

English, the sceond official knguage, is the only
Western Language widely used; its usage has inereased
rapidly in Bangkok and other urban conters since:the
end of Wodd War 1. Many government documents
ance official hutleting are printed in Enoglish as well as
in Thri. The expansion of secondary and  higher
education facilities bas necessitated greater kuowledge
of English, owing to the lack of scientific amd
techuical terminolagy in the Thai Lingoage and the
Timited number of textbooks in Thai. Most high scheol
gracluates in Thailand Tewe had ot least 6 vean of
instriection in English, A desire to obain grants for a
higher cedueation abiiowed in ihe United States or
Commonwealth countries has given students incentive
to acquire fluency in English. English is the linguage
of international trace in Thaikund, and i so used
extensively among the Westemized Thii elite, as well
as among university leachers and students. Morcover,
the great increase in the number of U.S, nationals in
Thailand sinee the 1950°s has stimilated the demand
al all levels of society to lewen English. A good
speaking and reading, knowledge of English facilitates
employment in upper echelon government and
commercial positions, pariculirdy in the technical and
scientific ficlds, In the cities of Thailand. there are
long waiting lists for- enrollment in thé English-
language chasses offered by the U.S. language centers,

2: Class structure

The That social system is loosely structured, making
possible u considerable degrie of individual mobility.
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In a sense, the twofold division of taditional T
saciety hetween o goveming elite and the great-roml
peasant majosity still exists. With the exception of the
population of the northeastern region, villagers in
geweral comprise & socially static group with Emited
expectations and  demands. Urbanization and the
increasing impact of Western political, cultural. and
cconomic institutions, particularly during the post-
Word Waur Il vears, however, liave led to the
formation of new classes in urban society. Progress in
cultural assimilution has heen gradually reducing the
differcoces hetween Thai socity and that of the

Chinese and some of the other ethnic minorities,
Nevertleless, unassimilated Chinese, Malays,
Vietnamese, and til:aspeople still maintain  their
traditional social stractures and conanunity orgaitiza-
tions under the superimposed wdministration of the
centeal governanent.

A considerable degree of individualism prevails in
Thai society, Personal relationships are freely entered
into and terminated, and role behavior is not dAgidily
enforced.  Nevertheless, an clubomte hicrarchy of
stutus exists in Thai society, based on such factors as
age, acquisition of Buddhist merit, or officiil rank in
the goverument bureaticracy. A system of formalized
usages deaoting: respeet is expressed through languuge,
gesture, or posture. Almost the fint thing that any
Thai learns about any other Thai is the latter's statns.
This hicrarchy of rank-and status stratifies individuals,
however, rather than social clusses. Each individua®
tends to see himself as above or below but seldora
precisely equal to these around him. Thus, individuals
hold the status of supetiors or "patrons” in some of
their personal relationships while remaining inferiors
or “clieats” in others, Although authority is readily
aceepted, superiors must handle theie subordinates
with tact in order. io ohtain their conperstion. Villige
headmen and local government officials, for crample,
administer their builiwicks more through persuasion
and guidanee than decree.

The socicty has been in transition since the carly
20th. century, and sociul change has been aceelented
by the increased impact of Western cultural influence
duiing the decades following World Wur I1. Before the
carly 20th century, the slructie of traditional Thai
socicty was geared to the political system of (e
absolute monarchy. Society was divided into a-small
ruling class, whose rank and status were dependent
upon the desires of royalty, and a karge peasaitt lower
class, with slaves oceupying the lowest stratum  of
society. Western-influence gradually led to ehanges in
traditiona! cluss stratification and in the determinants
of social status and to increases in individual mobility
in the social scale, While royalty is still supported by
the ruling class and revered by thé common people, it
no longer serves as oo instriment for the creation of
status. In Thailand's urban society, ‘morcover, loosely
structured class steata have emerged within' both the

- Thai und. Chitiese commuiities,

Within: the greater Bangkok atea and other urhan
centers,. live: sociveconomic class divisions, defined
principally cn the basis of income, political power,
education, and family bockground, are “clearly

identified; ‘the traditional aristocracy, a “nevs elite,”

the upper and lower middle classes, und the lower

9
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class. Except for the arstocruey und, o a lesser oxtent.

the new elite, who are extremely conseious of social
status, little class conscinusness exists within these
groupings. This is due Lirgely to the Thai tendencey to
view society in terns of status differences between
individuals rather than between groups,

Since the constitntional monarchy was estublished
by the “Revolution of 1932, wealth, military rank,
and a Western education rather than rovally conferred
titles have provided the basis foc membership in what
is tenaed the new elit, Duricag the 1930°s, political
power and the high socixi and cconomic status
sccompanying it were gradually transSersed from the
aristocraey lo predominantly  upper middle class
clements. Concomitantly, the uristocracy has rapidly
diminished in size and influenee, wlthough i@t reluius
vonsicderable social prestige. The core of the new elite
consists of high-ranking wnmed forees officers and civil
officials. Since 1948 armed forees officers have served
s prime ministers, cabinet members, and other high-
ranking officials in the governments dominated by the
military, along with civilian officials on the same and
subordinate levels. Ouiside the government, those
wealthy Chinese entreprencurs who have close
business conncetions with Thai officials, and Thai
professional men and intellectiuals are also considered
members of the new clite. Although professors in the
Thai univerities are paid approsimately the same
salaries a5 senio: civil officials, the prestige of the
piofessors {s often higher. A comsiderable degree of
cultural Westernization  prevails among all these

clements, many of whom have heen educated wt
univerilies or military schools abroad. Wealthy army
officers and business entreprencurs often live in
ostentatious style and provide Lsvish entedtainment for
their guests: the expensive U.S. auwtomobile iy an
important status symbol among them.

o arban society, high-runking government officials,
both military and civilian, have enriched themselves

FIGURE 4. Representative tribespeople
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FIGURE 5. Akha tribesman (U/OU)

in both goverminent and privale convinercial
enterprise, often by exploiting  their positions.
Governinent officials origivally entered the business
world” by directing statc-operated commercial and
industrial monopolies, many of them created during
the late 1940 and curdy 1950°s. Not a few officials
have awarded government contracts to priviite firms in
retwm. for kickbacks or have participated -in the
smupglingof arms or opium. Eary in 1972, the most
powerful leaders in the government and theic chicf
licutenatits were active owners and directors of some of
the largest firms in the country. On the other hand,
fow Thai have obluined high govermment office solely
as the result of suecess in private business,

A growing numbcer of business alliances have been
established between Thai Govemment officials and
Chinese entrepreneurs, Thai military leaders, for
eximple, or members of their families, are often
invited to join the hoards of directors of Chindse
companies in order to “protect” the firms from
governmental discrimination. Conversely, Cainese ate
sometimos hired as managers of private concemns
estiiblished wnd owsied by Thai officials. In addition
to buttressing the economic position of the Thai clite,
these Thai-Chinese commercial alliunces, which are
sometimes accompanied by intermarriage, have

APPROVED FOR RELEASE: 2009/06/16: CIA-RDP01-00707R000200090028-6

contributed to the assimilation of (he Chinese to Thai
culture. Assimilation has progressed  mueh Turther
among the Chinese business elite than among middle
and lower class Chinese.

Ranking just below the new elite is a sizable and
growing urban upper middle eluss, at which level the
ewltusil differences between the Thai und the
unassimilated” Chinese are the most distinet, The
leaders of the local Chinese community associations.
for exumple, are drawn mustly from upper middie
class Chinese emtgeprencurs, who tend to be more
comscious of their separate ethnic and cultural idemtity
than are cther Ghinese. Tt is this class which has
supported the Chinese private schools, provided them
with teachers. waintained close -ties with ather
Chinese communities in Southeast Asia, and in
general, attempted to resist assimilative pressures. The
Thai upper middle class is comprised largely of army
officers, juvior civil officials, senior commercial clerks,
schooltcachers and university instructors, and a few
small businessmen. Maost upper middle class Thai
aspire to'the status of the new clite, spon whose favors
their carcers often depeind, In “contrast to their
hardworking and rebtively frugal Chinese counter-
paits, many upper middle class Thai attempt to follow
the example of the new elite by the purswit of pleasure
and an osteutatious style of life. However, upward,
mobility inte the rnks of the new clite is difficult,
except perhaps through  promotions within the
military services. A degree from o foreign univenity
hus hecome almost a prerequisite for a kigher civil
service position, aud the expense ¢f higher educatlon
abroad tends to exdude from upper level positions
those who lack tinancial resources. Conscquently,
thuse positions tend to remain in the hands of families
of the new dlite who can afford to finance such an
education for _Gicir childien. Morcover, a good
knowledge of English is considered decisive in Zhe
compctitive examinations for schalarships abroad,
with the resilt that-applicants from familics of the
clite-tend to have an advantage over those from othet
groups. ) ' . ‘

The urbin lower middie elass, predominantly
Chincwe in composition, encompasses simall shop-
Jkeepers, attisans, craftsmen, mechanies, and -other
skilled workers. Status is attached primatily to
occupational skills and o the -uccumujation of
sifficient savings to. facilitate mobility into the
Chinese upper middle class. Consciousness of Chinese’
culture and nationalist sentiment tends to be lacking
among this class of Chinese, most of whom “have
linited access to Chinese primary schools becausé of
the expense involved. Lower middle class Thai include
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low-ranking government clerks and those in
oceupalions reserved by law for Thai nationals, such
as taxi drivers and barbers.

The urban lower cluss consists mostly of unskilled
laborers and domestic servants, Because of the Thai
aversion to manual labor, many of the unskilied
industria) workers und day laborers in Banghok aze
Chinese. However, as a result of the restrictions on
alien immigridion and the increasing migration of
lower class rural Thai laborers into the urhan centers,
primarily Bungkok, @ small but growing cluss of turban
Thai laborers has been developing.

In contrast ta the uthan centers, there are few class
distinctions in most Thai villages. Almost all
inhabitants of 4 typical village are fanners, and only
relatively minor differences.in land or cush resources
exist among e, Other villagers usually include one
or two Buddhist monks, one or two primary schoul
teachess, a shopkeeper, und sometines a rice-miller;
the latter two generatly are Chinese. An exception lo
this generad pattern prevails in the fertile Chao Phraya
delta region of central Thaitand, where the
development of large-scale commercial rice farming
for, the export trade has been accompanicd by a trend
toward cluss stratification, This trend has involved
both upward and downwird socinl mobility, in that a
new rural lower elass of landless laborers and a small
rural middle class of prosperous farmers has come into
cxistence on u localized basis. Class consciozness has
heen notably lacking, however. 'There is no evidence
that lundbessness has heen a source of unrest, probably
because of the ample avaitability of food and of cheap
materials for housing in the delta region.

Within the individualized hicrarchy of status,
considerable deference is often uccorded to the village
headman. This official is wsially clected from among
the elder and more prosperous farmers, except in the
northieastern and: southenunost provinees, where heis
«ommonly appointed by the officer in charge of the
district, the hasic administrutive unit of government
within the province, Monks and schoolteachers, who
are somelimes the only éducated individuals in the
village, also possess high prestige. Although @ well-to-
do farmer may exercise considernble influcsice within
the rueal community because of the favon he can
extend, he may be accorded less respect than those
who have showa Lheir-devation ta monastic or lny
Buddhist activities. A villager who has spent many
years as a monk is expected to hecome a community
leader when he leaves tlie monastery regardless of his
economic positien. As it did in traditional Thai
society, morcover, the Buddhist order renmains a

CIA-RDP01-00707R000200090028-6

channel for social mobility, its members ranging from
the princely nobility to the humblest peasants.

The roles of the headmen, monks, and schoolteach-
ens in vilkige soviety vary Lo some extent according to
region. In central Thailand, village society tends to be
more loosely structured than elsewhere in the
kingdom. There is often no clearly defined village area
or conununity; insicad, the families sharing the sare
teuple or primary school are the closest approsimation
to a villyge community. The influence exerted by the
headnman on village hehavior is lessened by the fact
that his bailiwick is an arbitrarily  determined
geogruphic area which may not coincide with
settlement groupings or with the clientele of the local
temple and school. Only four basic units conduc
significant group activities within the village
communily: the nuclear family and other kinship
groups, the government (represented by the headman
and superior locul government  officials), the
monastery, and the local school. There are no castes,
age-grade socicties, ocenpational groups, ncighhor-
hood associations, or village councils, Villagers are not
requited to contribute their labor to the community,
serve as village guusds, or respond 10 the dictates of
village clders.

In the fairy isolated commuiities of the north and
northeast, village solidasily is greater than in central
Thailand and group activilies are highiy structured.
For example, village sentries are required in crisis
situations, a community wotable is gllurgcd with the
contruction and maintenance of Tocal waterand crop
irnigation facilities, and judiciul hearings are
sometimes convened by the village clders over minor
offcivses against both civil and criminal Jaw. Such
group activitics are not normally organized on-a local
basis in central Thai villages, where thase funetions
deseribed ahove ¢-¢ preempted by the government.

Class strutification among unassimilated Malays of
the southernimost Thui provinees resembles that in
Malaysin. There is a distinction based on birth
Between a small hereditary aristocratic class and the
great majority of Malay commoners, most of whom
belong to a large lower class consisting almost entirely
of furmers and fishermen. ‘Within the Malay
communitics, political and religious leidership is
drawn from a small educated elite, which inchudes the
better educated imams, local civil officials, and
teachers, Anmiong Malay commoners, social status
appears to he deterrmined mainly by religious
considerstions, educational. qualifications, official
position, and age, The honorific title of hadji given to
those who’have made the pilgimage to Mcecca is an
important status symbaol.
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Most of the unassimitated Vietnamese refugees in+ from forming  extended  houscholds, even on a
Thailand may be roughly categorized as middle or  temperary basis.
Jower middle class. Before arrival in Thailand. a lagge Among villagen, and among wost wrban Thai as
proportion had been semiskilled construction laborers, Wb the authority of hushund and wife over children,
minor governmeni functionaries, small businessmen,  Fousshold, and other matters of common concern s
victally equal, although the husband is considered
the ficad of the house. The wife normally holds the
fumily purse strings. In (he Chao Phrava delta, .
however where Targe wnounts of cash are derived
from the sule of rice, the husband usaally keeps control
of the family income. Thai couples muke indulgent .
parents and o a considerable extent share the
responsibilitics of child e and discipline. For the
most paet, Thai children are subject to little restraint
exeepl in social belavior, Permissively reared until
about the age of 3 or 4, children are then disciplined
and instructed in the proper relationships with their
parents, older and younger siblings, other relatives,
and elders in genesal. “That boys receive their religious
education cither in the public prmary school or
during noviechood in the monasteries, where they are

The nuclear family is the basic social unit in Thai  often subjeeted to disciplinary controls for the first
society. It usually becomes a small extended family  lime io their lives. Some edoeated urban Thai are
through the temporary residence of o marsicd older  udopting modern Western putterns of child care from
child and spouse and the permanent inclusion of the  imported child care manuals. According to traditional
spouse and children of the voungest child. The practice in most areas of Thailand, property is divided
bilateral kinship system defining relationships through ~ equally among surviving sons and daughters. The only
hoth the mother and the father is common. exception occurs in northeastem Fhailand, where only
Considerable cquality between the sexes prevails in daughters inherit among the Thai-Eao, and sons either
mazdages, and in urban sociely women enjoy nearly  have to acquire new land or manage the properties of
equal status with men. Relations between parentsand  theis wives.
: children zsind among kinsmen in general reflect the Young men in Thailand gencrally select their own
8 patron-client pattern long characteristic of Thai  marrage partnes subject to the approval of their
% society. The family and kinship patteens of Thailand's ~ parents or guardians. Young couples meel cach other
principal minority groups vary from those of the Thai  through school activities and at markéts, temple fairs,

mechanies, or artisans. After their ardival in the
northeast, most became vetuil shopkeepers or
clectricians, mechanics, or carpenters,

The primary determinants of social status and
leadership within most tribal communitics are age and
wealth, The village chicf and elders usually are the
most prosperous in lerms of livestock, land. or other
personal  property. An education in a Thai
Government or u Christian wission school confers
prestige on those relatively few younger members of
the tribal communitivs who have had such an
appartunity. Sorcsrers are also accorded high status
within most tribal villages.

3. Family and kinship groups

‘":! according to degree of cultural distinctiveness and  and festivals, and thus becinne acquainted before
: extent_of assimilation. secking parental approva) for their betrothal.!
; Traditionally, a newly married couple resides with ~ Endowments are presented to the couple by both
- the family of the bride and establishes its own  families (as advance portions of theirinheritance), and

b household anly after the birth of the first childor when  the groom’s parents may make a gilt of mone; or

;ﬁ: the wife's nest younger sister musries and introduces  jewelry to the girl's family. Marrage is regarded as a

0 her husband into the howichold. Occupational civil contract only. Strictly speaking, there is uo

circutristances, however, often compel a couple. either Buddhist marriage dte, and monks usually do not

to live with the groom's family or to move to a attend the wedding ceremony, which is a simple ¢

community distant from both purental villages. Strong ~ function of ancient Brahmanic origin,  Because

ties of kinship customarily exiend beyond the nuclear  registration of the marmiage virtually compels the

family to uncles and aunts and fint cousins, Family  bride’s family to provide a wedding party in order to ’

loyalties constrain the wealthier members lo provide  keep up appearances, the poorer families often prefer

food and shelter to orphaned, disabled, or ot to register but simply lo negotiate the settlement

impoverished rclatives, although such obligations  and allow the couple to cobabit, _

normally db nat extend lo more distant relutives, such T . :
. The northeastermers ure much more pesmissise in their altitudes i

as second and third cousins. In Bangkok, however,

AT ; ! ’ towurd courtstup than the other Thai peoples of the kingdom;
constricted living space, low incomes. and the high  premarital sexul relations are commen in the cural aortheast. ind : \} :
cost of living sometimes prevent lower class families  no serivus stignia s attaclied to birth outside wedlock ot
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In urban society a distinet Uend away from the
traditional practices of courtship has been evident
since the 1960's. To an increasing degree, young men,
especislly those educated in te West, are coutting
Thai gids in the modern Western manner without
chaperonage. This is particulardy true in Bangkok's
higher education institutions, where students are free
from parental contrel and  unsupervised in thelr
persozad lives outside the dormitories.

A ‘Thai marrage may be informally terminated by
cither party, and a legal divorce is required anly in the
rase of a registeredmarriage. The nost conmon cause
of divorce probably is conflict over property. Legally,
a husband can obtain a divoree if his wife commils
adultery, but a wife does not have the same right.
Nevertheless, the growing independence of upper
middle and upper class Thai women has heen
reflected in an increased number of divorees initiated
by wives. Although most Thai mardages buve always
heen monogamous, polygyny was considered sociatly
acceptable until the mid-1930°s. At that time the
government discouraged  polygyny by withholding
legal status from any wife other than the first. Since
that time, a second wife has been regarded as no more
than a concubine who may be abandoned by her
hushand al any lime.

The family and kinship patterns of the unassinii-
lated Chiaese and Vietnamese differ markedly from
those of the Thai. As in pre-Communist South China,
the ovemeas Chinese family is patriarchal and,
whenever possible, extended, with antherity vested in
the senior male. Emphasis is placed on descent and
inheritance through the male line. Those overseas
Chinese families which can trace descent from a
common male ancestor are grouped together in clans,
which enforee exogumy among the member families.
Within the Chincse family, the individual's rights and
responsibilities are dependent on generution, age, and
sex. Children age reared with the customary emphasis
on obedience and tespect for parents and elders, and
they are expeeted to submil to their parents’ wishes in
education, choice of vocation, and marriage. When a
bride enters her husband's home, she is expected lo
live under the damination of au often nnsympathetic
mother-indaw  until the binth of her fist child.
Polygyny is still prevalent among the wealthier
Chinese Families despite the Thai law granting legal
status to only one wife, Inlermarniuge with Chinese is
unpopular with Thai women because of the inferior
status accorled the wife in the Chinese home. In
many cases, Sino-Thui couples live apact from their
Chinese in-taws. The Vielnamese family structure
strangly resembles the traditional Chinese, except that
the basic social unit is the naclear family.

The Malay family is similar i many respects to the
Thai, despite some differeniees in maeriage practices.
The kinship patteen is bilateral, and the nuelear
family is the basie sacial unit, although the family is
frequently extenJed by the inclusion of the youngest
child and his or her spouse. An individual enjoys smne
latitude in qucstions of marriage, education, and
occupation. Martdage is considered a sacred religious
contract, but it can be abrogated by males withowt
wuch difficulty. Malay women enjoy yreat freedom,
especially iy cconomic matters, often acling us fumily
bankers and engaging in independent enterprises.
They ate not veiled. The Maly fimily is usnally
monagamons, although Tskamic law permils polygyny.

Among the unassimilated tribespeople—primarily
the Tibeto-Burman peaple and the Meo and Yas—
many family and kinship patieras are shared in
common. Tribal groups are divided into patrilines|
clans, some of which are coterminous with villuge
communitics while othgre @tend into neighboring
villages, Most tribal gronrs as> exogamous by cither
clan or villige. Most® gronps alse sanction free
courtship by the males und premarital sexual relations.
followed by payment of a bride price to The girl's
family. On the other haud, most Kuren tribespeople
require patental sapproval of courtship, observe strict
sexual mores, :and have bilateral kinship patterns,

4. Basic values and attitudes

‘Phe hasic vatues and pattems of hehavior of the
"Thai huve been conditioned by the Buddbist concept
of karma or fate, whereby actions in past wnd present
existences have chiains of consequences extending to
future esistences, Other central values devive from the
ceniuries of rule by absolute monarchs and local
princes  subservient to them., In urban socicly,
however, these traditionul values are being altered by
the impact of Westersization and by domestically
generated socral, economic, and political changes.

in purticwdar, Buddhism has molded those values
related to mosality, time, and individualism, ‘The ideal
man is excmplified by the Buddhist monk who has
rencunced a worldly life to altain enlightenment
through self-denial, meditation, and  virtuous
behavior. By good deeds one * makes merit” and these
counterbalauce bad deeds. Contribuling money for
the construction of a teriprle is the most cffective form
of generosity, but any act of giving—whether to a
monk, relative, or_friend—confers some merit apon
the donor. Charity for the needy is an important
merit-making activity.

Fatalism and apathy have always pervaded the
Thai national temperament, lurgely becanse of belief

wan's,
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in the karmic concept of the trmnsitary character of
carthly life and its abnegation of worldly ambition.
Apathy zud political opportunisim are widespread in
public atfairs. The dite has rarely been willing to
sacrifice for causes which seem unlikely to suceced.
Whether in satfare or political intrigue, the desire is to
be identilied with the winning side. [n most instances
the Thai have little admination ar sympathy for the
underdop. who shows lemerity and poor judgment iu
trying Lo make a stand against superior odds. Although
the Thai respect religious faith, almost everyone relies
on the udviee of astrologers for making decisions about
fature undertakings.

Individual responsibility for one's aclions is one of
the fundamental values of ‘Chai culture. Ttis related to
the concept of karma through the belief that each
adult person is responsible oity (o himself and that his
actions are of no concern to those unaflected by them,
Consequently, there is o wide range of permissive
socinl hehavier in Thailand. The Thai attitude is
symbolized by the old Sinnese proverh "o foltow your
own heart is to be a troe Thai,” While deviant
hehavior is not condoned, it is generally considered to
be an individual's own affair. If a villager mikes
himself obnoxious to the community, sanctions such as
noncooperalion and social ostracism may be
informally imposed by his neighbors. Expulsion from
the village is the ultimate sanction, and it is a
punishment usually reserved for persons believed 1o be
possessed by evil spirits.

The Thai consciousness of status and authority can
be attributed in part to the karmic concept of
according status to idividuals based on their merit, A
more basie cause is the strongly ingrained Thai respect
for the symbolic authority of the throne and for its
representatives in the administrative bicrarchy
extending from the top level down to the local *evel.
The suceess of the 1973 stucdent revolt can be
attributed largely to the personal inleevention of the
King on behalf of the moderate clements within the
student leadership. Qrginating in the Endie tradition
of divine kingship, this respect for royal authority is
hased on recognition of personal power mther than o
concern for taw. ‘The Thai feel that kaws, regulations,
and contracts may he flexibly interpreted or enforeed
by high officials as they sce fit. Morcover, government
administration at all levels moves slowly becanse of
personai etors and: deference to authority. Minar
officials tend' to refer all new questions to their
superors, knowing that their own advancement may
depend more upon the goodwilt of the higher officials
than upon displays of initiative and industry,

Face-consciousness among the Thaiis manifested in
the importance nttached to formalized courtesy.
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While deference is shown superioms, at the same time
the Thai avoid emburassing, intruding, or imposing
upon their social infertors. They fecl that bud manners
cause loss of face both to the offender and to the
person he offends. Closely related to consciousnass of
face is the Thai propensity to judge morality—ar more
correctly, propriely—ia lerms of external behavior, A
sapable or dever person avoids being, caught in an
embarrassing situation: i€ he docs lind himsell in such
straits, he tries o maintain a calm and serene
demeanor. A penon with these attributes is said o
have a “eool heart™ {chat gen), a term roughly
equivalent to cquanimity, A person should not show
anger in response to an insult, for example, but
‘through his cool mamner be should cause  his
antagouist o appear foolish.

Official corneption on all tevels of government has
jong been endemie. fts prevalence can be attributed
partly to the impostance attached to cleverness and
the maintenance of face and partly to the traditional
respeet for pesonalized authority rather thun laws,
Observers of Thai rural Society have noted that
villagers openly admire the cleverness of government
leaders in amassing illicit wealth. Nevertheless,
exposures of large-seale corruption have evoked
adverse reactions from Thai of all clwsses. The
relatively {ew high military and civilian efficials who
have won a reputation for hanesty are respected.

In wrban society, cultural values are changing,
primarily as a result of the increasing contacts with
Westerners and it genera] desire to emulate the West.
Traditional nonmaterialistic values are being modified
as the accelerated pace of economic development
provides new opportunities for the middle class and
the clite to participate in private enterprise. Since the
arrival of U.S. military and civilian personnel in the
1960°s, smprecedented opportunities; for profitmuking
have develuped through the establishment of hotels,
restaurants, stores, burs, and entertainment Tacilities,
Morcover, the tmiitional respect for authodty has
been diminishing to some extent among Westernized
middle class Thai vutside the govemment services, 1n
particular, Western democratic ideals have influenced
a number of joumalists, writers, and students who
have been critical of the clite for the prevalence of
official corraption, the -ineffectiveness of parlinmeri-
tary institutions, and the restrictive police meusures
accasionally emploved against opposition clements.

The desiee to emulate Western mores is strongest
amoeng middle and upper class youth. Many ‘urban
voung people are preoccupicd with the latest dress,
popular ‘musie, motion picturss, danees, and other
fads curfent among youth-in the United States. The
older Thai generatly-ure opposed to these trends, and
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the government has frequently banned foreign filis
and television programs for “setting o bad example to
vouth.” Largely because of the permissive behavioral
patterns of traditional sociely and the absence of
widespread sociocconomic discontent, the generation
gap has been much less significant in Thailand thanin
some other Southeast Asian countries and in India.

Until recently, Thai youth normally tended o be
politically apathetic, seldom showing tendencies 1o
lamnch crusacies or engage in extreme actions like the
bloody student revolt of 1973, which directly involved
at least 75,000 students und temporarily paralyzed the
city of Bangkok. Neventheless, it is noteworthy that
some of the'most conservative, traditionalist elements
in Thai society symputhized with the revoliing
students, while the Latter, except for a few extremist
clements, looked to support from. the King and
expressed no desire for tevolutionary changes in the
social system,

The social values of the unassimilated minarities
differ in varyving degrees from those of the Thai.
Chinese values tend to be materialistic and
preduminantly secular oriented. Most Chinese are
concerned principally wilh the acquisition of wealth;
frugality and industey are extolled. The Chinese
commercial classes, particulutdy those elements who
have been at least partially assimilted, have been
more receptive to Westernization than any other
group in the kingdow, Their cousciousness of the
value of hard work. commercial skills, sense of
contractua! obligations, and relative flueney in
English and Thai, as welt us Chinese, make them more
adaptable than the Thai to Westem business practices.
Many Chinese youth in Thailand are almost entirely
Westernized in their dress and in their interest in
popular music, dunding, films, fashions, and fads;
conversely, older Chinese are often critical of such
Woestern influenees on grounds that they weaken the
traditional family discipline.

“The value system of Yhe Malays is conditioned to a
considerable extent by Islamic precepls combined
with traditional animistic belicfs. The Malays attach
considerable .importance 16 charily, which is
considered o major Istumic virtue. Fatalism, face
consciousness, and love of pleasure are triits which the
Maluys have in common with the Thai. However, in
contrast to the Thai, the Malays also have a
eputation for belligerence and a hot temper.

Theé values and trits of the unassimilated tribal
peoples are determined lurgely by the precepts and
taboos of their animistic belicfs. Dependence on the
dictates of the spirit world is considerbly stronger
among the tribespeaple than among the Thai and the
other lowland peoples. Some of the more remote tribul
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groups, particulndy the Meo and the Laba, have long
been reputed for theie independent spirit and warlike
qualitics. Those tribespeople who dwell in the lower
altitudes, especially the Lawa and the Kha, are much
tess independent in spirit and less likely to be hostile to
or suspicious of staingers.

The monarchy and the Buddhist state eedigion are
the main forces serving to umify the Thai people. The
close relationship between the throne and  the
Buddhist order is reflected by the direct pasticipation
of the king and the monks in the eelebration of the
national holidays. Almost all Thai political groups
profuss allegiance to the throne as the prinary symbol
of national unity; even Thai Comnmunists have rarely.
il ever, attacked the throne as an institution. The
king's tole as 1 constitutional wosnarelt who reigns but
dues not rule furtlier enhnces Nis prestige with the
population.

Even in madern times, the attitwdv of nany Thai
toward their governnient has been inflaenced by
Budehist considertions of merit and status. There has
fong heen a tendency among the Thai to regazd high
official status s o manifestation of pewsonal merit,
althongh it is recognized that a peson may attiain a
status totally dispropostionzte to the merit which he
has acquired. While superior official status may
command  respeet and  compliance, it has not
probibited shifts in allegiance, and the various
military factions have rrely felt the need to justify the
many trosfers of political power. The military groups
have wsed the need for combating pro-Comniunist
subversion us a pretext for police meusares against the
civilian opposition, including nonleflist as well as
{eftist elements. (n general, however, the Thai tend 1o
he pragmalic rather than speenlative in their attitudes
toward political issues, o characteristic which has
conditioned them to avoid extremes in both social.and
political behavior, The wneducated rural masses still
aceept the trudition, dating from the er of the
absolute monareh, that political change should be
initiated from above by the nution’s clite. Even during
the briel periods of pauliamentary govemment ia
Thailund, no popular movement was organized to
pross for reforms. For ieir parl, the governing clite
have evinced paternalistic attitudes toward  the
people.

Amoug the Thai of the faidy isolated and
underdeveloped  northeasteru  region, there has
developed o strong distrust of the central government.
This aftitude has been caused by the cconomic
depression of the nottheast, the government’s
tongstunding neglect of the region, and the attitude of
superionity of the central Thai. Local Commumists
have sought to exploit this discontent by organizing
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small-scale guerilla operations. The goverament has
Leiotedly reacted to this challenge by conducting
U.S -assisted development programs in the northeast,
in addition to repressive measures against the local
insurgent bands.

Despite the existence of controversial issues wnd
innate prejuchices, amicable relations are generally
maintained hetween the Thui and the minority
peoples with whom they come in everyday contact.
Prossess in the assimilation of the Chinese
notwithstanding, anti-Chinese prejudice stitl exists
among the Thai, based largely on the popular
stercotvpe uf the Chinese as escessively materialistic
and avaricious. This attitude has been encouraged by
propaganda stemming from the government and the
Thai press directed against Chinese ECONOTNIC POWET,
Same middle and upper class Thai have been
frustrated in their desire to engage in commeree by the
ccanomic predominance of the Chinesc. ‘Thai urban
laborers who have had to compete with the Chinese in
the labor market have a natuml grievance against
them, On the other hand, the average Thai peasant
welcomes the services offered by the Chinese
middlemen as beneficial.

“rhe Chinese are also prejudiced against the Thai,
although Chinese comraunity leaders and Chinese-
language newspapers seddom  publiely express
derogatory opinions, Among muny Chinese, the Thai
are regarded as indolent, untrustworthy, irresponsible,
and naive in their business dealings. While the
gm’(‘mmcnt’s restrictions on  Chinese  economic
activitios have not seriously affected most Chinese
merchants, many nevertheless feel that they are being
exploited by govermment officials, locul poiice officers,
and Thai landiords. Since the 1960's, anti-Thai fecling
has gradually  declined, lavgely because of the
adoption of more conciliatory government policics in
education and alien registration affecting the Chinese.
However, these conciliatory policies have been
accompanied by firmer countersubversive policies
providing for legal aetion against local pro-
Communist Chinese. The admission of the People’s
Republic of China to the United Nations in 1971
aggravated Thai concern over the lovalties of the
Chinesc minority, Although Thailand contisues to
recognize the Republic of Thina on Taiwan and does
not permit any overt pro-Communist political
activitics by the local Chinése, the desire for more
trade and more persouul contacts with the mainland,
coupled with cthnic pride, has motivated tocal
Clinese newspapers to express implicit approval of the
PRC.

1n the southernmost provinces, problems in Thai-
Malay relations have arisen principally over Maluy
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irredentism and the backward socioeconomic
conditions of that region. The collaboration of Malay
extiemist olements with bands of Chinese Communist
guerrillas across the border during recent years has
revealed the subversive polential of Malay separatism,

Relations between the governing elite and the
Victnamese resicents have bern determined atmost
entirely by political considerations. The Vietnamese
refugees have offered passive and sometimes violent
resistance to the Thai Government's efforts—often in
collaboration with the South Vietnamese Embassy—
to round ap and juil Vietnamese vutionals whe wre
alleged to be Communist agents anid, in some cases, to
deport them to South Vietnam. towever, the Thai
and Victnumese scem to maintain amicable daily
relations. despite some localized Thai jealousy of the
Victnamese for their cconomic competition in cerlain
trades,

The primary lovalty of “Fhailand’s tribespeople is
toward their own villages, Many lack a consciousness
not only of their Thai nutionality but also of their own
tribal cthnie stock as well, and there hus been little, if
any, feeling of intertribal solidarity, Thai civil
officials, police, wnd schooltcachers have resented
assignment in the primitive frontier regions and have
frequently alienated the local tribespeople by their
attitudes of superiority and attempts to force
conformity to Thai customs. The tribespeople,
paticularly those in the more remote mountainous
regions, tend to regard the provincial and Jocul
government officiuls, especially the police, with fear
and suspicion. Such feelings bave been increasingly
apgravated by the government’s resettlement ‘policies
since the late 1950°s and, in recent years, by the
accasionally harsh countermeasures against villages
suspected of involvement in the Cotnmunist-led
insurgency. 1t is not yet possible toassess the impact of
tribat altitudes toward the educational, medical, and
other civic action programs conducted by the Thai
Armied Forces in the tribal region,

Since most ‘Thai have only a limited knowledge of
forcign nations, popular attitudes toward forcigners
and foreign. sucieties are largely determined by the
mling elite. National fecling fias rarely evinced the
hypersensitivity or defensive aggressivencss so
characteristic of nationalisic movements in other
Southeust Asian countsics. ‘Thai national conscivus-
ness, moreover, has seldom bieen characterized by
attitudes of chauvinism or racial superiority. The Thai
have freely adoptéd the poducts, technology. and
culture of the West without feelings of. cultural
infostority. Individual Westemers have largely ‘been
accepted as equals; in fuct, the instinctive and normal
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Thai attitude owand loreigners is ene of respect if nol
friendtiness.

The thai people in general Jave been Tavorably
disposed toward the United States for muny years, and
a tradition of cordial relations has long been
waintained, The basis for this penistent [endship has
been the absence of political friction between the two
countrics, the small size of U.S. investments in
Thailand, the U.S. renunciation of extraterritoriality
in 1921 without exaction of compensation from
Thailand, and the record of disinterested pablic
service on the part of U.$, citizens in the kingdom.
After World War 1, the United States treated
Thailund as a conuntry oceapied- by the enemy rather
than us o defeated enemy, and U.S. diplomatic efforts
were instrumental in inducing the European Allies to
relinquish some of thelz reparations claims from
Thailand as a defeated ally of the Axis powers, U.S.
influence in Thailand rapidly supplanted that
exercised by the British during the prewar e, when
British ceonomie interests aad political influence had
predominated. Since the carly 1930's, when Thailand
became aligned with the United States in the Korean
conflict and began to receive U.S. military and
ceonomic assistance, Thai foreign policy has been
based on close ties with the United States in order to
check the advance of communism. Both urban and
rural Thai uppear to be greatly impressed with U.S,
technological achievements as revealed by the U.S.
technical assistance programs. During the intensifica-
tion of the Vietmmn war, most politically conscious
Thai became incrcasingly aware of their country's
dependence on the United States for military
protection. Moreover, most Thai students seeking
higher education desire to study in the United States.

At the sume time, however, there have been growing
Thai reactions against the onslaught of muderialistic
Western influences, especially those associated with
the U.S. presence. This trend has been particulary
prevalent among, the urban upper classes and
intellectual elements. The older generation has always
disapproved of the tendency of Thai youth'to ecmulate
U.S. customs and. concepts of propricty, as reflected in
Holiywood films. Also, many Thai have objected to
the apparent indifference of Americans to Thailand's
cultural heritage and traditional values: in particylar,
they have always resented the Bippancy with which
U.S. mavies and publicutions have treated the rayal
family, as exemplified by:thie hook Anna and the King
of Sium. The augmentation of the U.S. presence in
Thailand durisig 1962-70- was accompanied by the
growth of anti-U.S. feeling in urban communities,
Barroom and street brawls invalving U.S. treops in

Bangkok and other urban centers near U.S, buses have
led to indignant reactions fromi ‘Thai officials and the
press. There is a strong tendencey, particulasly among
students and joumalists, to blame the U.S. presence
for the price inflation and deterdorating morale among
the wrban population.

For many years the Thai governing clite and a large
sector of the politically conseious public as well have
regarded the PRC as the primary danger to Thailand,
A longstanding fear of Chinese domination has
undoubtedly eontributed to the relative lack of appeal
of communism o educated Thai, including those
clements critical of the government. Since about late
1972, ‘however, the Thai Government has been
cautiously atlempting to initiate a dialogue with the
PRC which would lead to commercial and culturat
relations between the two countries. At the same time,
the Thai Covernment has become less inclined o
maintain close ties with Nationalist China beeause of
its desire for a rapprochement with Peking. The Soviet
Union and Yugoslavia are the only Conununist
countries with which Thuiland maintains diplomatic
relations. Few Thai have a clear impression of either
the Soviet Union or individual Rusians.

Thai relations with neighltoring countries have
generilly been amicable during recent vears. The only
exceplion has occurred in the case of Cambodia under
the rule of Prince Sihanouk, when spoiadic border
clashes and  Thai-supported subversive activities
within Cambodia contributed to ill feeling between
the two peoples. Since the deposition of Sihanouk in
1970, the Thui Goverument has ccased to regard
Cambodia as a major antagonist, and relations
between the two countries have improved. Thai
relations with Laos have been amicable except during
periods when the Lao Government was dominated by
left-lcaning neutralist factions. Historic warfare
between Thailund and Buema has left a Jegacy of
traditional Thai distrust of the Burmese. Nevertheless,
much of the Thai hostility toward Burma has
diminished, despite marked differences in the foreign
polivies of the two countries and occasional border
protilems caused by the presence in Thailand of
insurgent gueriilla bands opposed to the Burmese
Gavernment. Friendly relutions are maintained with
Malaysia, the problems of the Maluy minority
notwithstanding.

Thai opinion regarding Japun has generally been
favorable. Pucing their wartime occupution. of
Thailand, the Japanese did not incur the enmity of the
Thai people largely because they left the intemal
administration of the kingdom in the hands of the
colluborationist Thai Govemnment and thus did not
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have oceasion to employ the hash police measures
and forced kabor conseription used elsewhere in
Southeast Asia. However, there is  witespread
resentment among the Thai of the alleged growing
Japanese economic domination of Thaiband and a
feeling that Japanese business firms do not contribuie
as much as they should to local needs.

Thai attitudes toward war and international
conllict in general have been conditioned by
Buddistic fatalism. Whatever their fosses from war,
the Thai people have evinced u tendencey o aceept
iheir Jot with indifference. ‘The Thai are essentially an
unwarlike people despite their strong  national
consciousness, the predominanee of military elements
in the govemment, and a historic background of
wittfure with neighboring states. Nevertheless, Thai
soldies have shown themselves to be losal, well
disciplined. and gouragenns in battle when properly
trained and led. as witnessed by the offective
performance of Thai contingents in the Korean
confllict and Vietnam war. Military service is widely
aeeepted as @ patriotic duly, and the traditional Thai
respect for authority fucilitutes adjustment to military
discipline.

C. Population {U/OU)

Throughout the 20th century, phenomenal growth
has-been chasacteristic of the population of Thailand,
which as of midyear 1973 numbered an estimated
37.837.000. Between 198, wher the first census was
tuken, and 197¢, the vear of the most recent
enumeration, the population more thun quadrupled.
During the 1960-70 intereensul decade alone, the
population rose by 7.9 million, an increment roughly
malching the total population in 1911 and
approximativig the entire population of such countries
as Austria, Cambodia, or Sweden. Since 1970. the
population has continued to increase rapidly, growing
ut an eslimated average annual rate of 3.2%. lf such a
growth rate persists, the 1973 populution will double
in 22 vears; the population will reach 30 million in
1981 and 60 million in 1987.

Until well into the 1950, the official policy on
population, reflecting both the popular desire for large
families and the chauvinism of nationalist leaders, was
pronatalist. As cardy as 1906, when public heulth
services were inaugurated, justification for such
services was bused in part on the fuct that by lowering
the death rate the services would promote an increase
in the size of the population. During World War 11,
the incumbent Prime Minister declared that “100
million people |were necessary| (o make our nation a
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real power,” and he subscquently promoted ewrly
marriages o *make the nation prosper.” Bonses lor
lagge  families were authorized. Although  official
promotion of carly mardage was .oundoned in 1944,
the bonuses were paid as late as 1936,

Prompted by warnings in the late 1950°s and in the
1960's ubout the advense effects of rapid population
growlh upon sociveconomic development, Thailund,
in 1970, instituted a National Family Planning
Program (NFPEF) which has as its aims: 1) the
rechuction of the annual growth mie to 2.3% by the
end of 1976; 2) the cstabliskment of family planning
services throughout tlie countsy and their integration
with overall maternal and child health programs, and
3) the education ol the population in family planning
coneepts. Despite a lack of high priority for family
planning at the tap govemment level and a temporan
sethack cardy in 1972 when the brand of osal
contraceptives was changed, some progress hus been
made. An infrastructure hos heen established and
personnel trmined. Morcover, sunveys have revealed
that the proportion of married, fertile women aged 13
to 44 who were sterilized or practicing contraception
rose from 1% in mid-19%69 to 22% in mid-1972.
Nonetheless, -specifie marital fertility declined
only slightly during the period, probably a reflection
of the time-lag necded between increased acceplancs
of contraception and a deesease in festility,

The NFPP. utilizing a variety of indoctrinational
and informational channels, has sought to induce
That women to accept the intrauterine deviea or oral
contraceptives or to undergo sterilization. Oral
contraceptives are by far the most popular among
those desiring to limit family size. Pilot studies
designed to assess the aceeptability of condoms as o
weans of family planning have also been undertaken,
but the condom appears to be culturally unacceptable
to many Thai. Abortion is not a parl of the NFPP
program. [t is illegal in Thaitand except in certain
instances; moseover, because of the Buddhist
injunction against the taking of life, many physicians
are reluctant to perform sauch eperations even in those
instances where it is legal, e.g., to suve the life of the
mother. There is no simikir taboo about sterilization;
the number of female sterilization procedures
increased from about 23,000 in 1971 to 31,000 in 1972,

Thailand’s fumily planning program, whose goals
and practices are held to be compatibile with Buddhist
teachings, receives assistance from a miimber of foreign
and international entities, including the Agency for
Intermational Development (AID).

Population growth in Thailand is almost wholly the
result of natural increase. Immigration was an

i
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impontant factor in such growth during the latter half
of the t9th century, but it is insignificant today, the
volume amounting to about 2,000 Persons per year
during the decade of the 1960's. Emigmtion is also
negligible,

Becaase Lhe death rate has declined more wpidly
than the birth rate in the post-World War I1 period,
the rate of natural inerease has been rising, Although
Thailand instituted' the esmpulsory registration of
births and deaths in 1917, the recording of such vital
cvents is still deficient. Accordingly, it is not possible
to determine birth and death gates precisely. For the

* decades of the 1950°s and 1060's, the U.N. has

estimated the following vital rates:

Bintn DeaTnn RATE OF NATURAL

RATE AT INCREASE
195055 ... .. .. 454 158 20,6
195560 ........ 453 15.7 20.6
1960-65 ........ 442 13.7 30.5
1965-70 ........ 428 104 324

As the U.N. figures indicate, the birth rate dropped by
about 6% during the 20-year period, wheréas the
death rate decreased by 84%. The mte ¢ natural
increase rose by over 9% during the period,
culminating in a 3.2% anvual rate in 19G3-70, a rate
which is believed 1o have since rerinined fairly stable.

There is evidence of some feritity differential in
Thailand along regional lines. For the urbun und rural
population as a whale, the birth rate is highest in the
northeast and lowest in peninsidar Thailund. The
birth rate in Bangkok is lower than that elsewhere in
the country, perhups by as much as'20%, according to
Thai estimates. Studies also indicate one striking
uspect of festility behavior in Thailand, namely the
persistenee of births through the ofder childbearing
ages. Age-specific birth rates for women nre fairly high
at all wxes, but the gicatest contrast to othier countrics
is found in the 33-49 uge groups. About onc-half of all
bubies are born te women over age 30, und the birth
rate for Thai women ages 45-49 is nearly identical to
that for U.S, women ages 35-39; the Thai fates for agus
83-39 and 40-44 are both higher than the U.S. ntes for
ages 23-29 and 30-84.

The death mte in Thailind has responded to
improved health conditions asd to increased health
services. One facet in the decliving level of mortality
has been-the fewer number of deaths of children under
age L. Although thé 1970 rate of 85 deaths of such
children per 1,000 live births is still quite high
compared’ with infunt montulity rates in Western.
nutions, it represents substuntiol improvement over
those prevailing in the caily post-World War It years.

As the death rute has declined, life expectancy at
birth has fisen, It rose from ubout 83 vears in 1957 1o
59 years in 1363-70, and is forecast at 62 years for the
period 1970-75. Females oullive males on the average
by ubout 3 years.

1. Size and distribution

Aceurding to the preliminary results of the census of
I April 1970, Thailand had o population of
34,152,000, a 30% inerease over the 26,257.916
enumerated 10 years earlier.? By midyear 1973, the
population had risen 1o an estimated 37,837,000,
Thailand is thus e most populous nation of
mainland Southeast Asia. 1t has 28% more inhabitants
than Burma and from 3 Lo 12 times the population of
its other neighbors—Malaysia, Cambodia, ane Laos.

With an average of 191 pesons per square mile ut
midyear 1973, Thailand is more than three times as
densely populated us the United States. 1t is also one
of the most densely settled nations of manlund
Southeast Asin. The national average, howeves, masks
the uneven distribution of the population. Population
density varies markedly among the 71 provinees,
having mnged in 1970 from a low of 20 persons per
square mile in Mae Hong Son Provinee to a high of
more than 5000 in ecach of the two provinees
encompassing the Bangkok-Thon Bur metropolitan
complex (Figure 6). A majority of provinces had
densities ranging from 100 to 230 persons per squuire
mile; 20 had densitics exceeding 250 inhabitants per
square mile, while 14 had fewer than 100 residents per
square mile. Urhun centers excepled, the region of
densest settlement is the centaal plains arca, espevially
the southern portions of the Chao Phraya and Mae
Klong river vulleys (Figure 7). Areas of sccondary
concentration include scattered regions in the north
and northeust, particularly the major rver valleys, and
those regions surrounding tin mining centers in
southern Thailund. The mountainous regions along
the Thailand-Burma border and in nosthem Thailand
are sparsely inhabited, .

Thailand is o predominantly rural country, the
typical resident living in a small, long-estublished,
self-sustuining hamlet or village, The proportion of Lhe
population clussificd us urban rose from about 12% in
1960 to approximately 14% in 1970, but the trend
tosvard urbanization is not strong. Moreover, the twin
cities of Bangkok and Thon: Bur, with a’ combined

Norunlic tribespeaple in the hills of northem- Thuiland were not
ctumerated in cither the 1960 or the 1970 censuses, They are
estiinated-to number ehout 300,00, Population datis in this section
are-lased an censos resulls and therefore eachude the tiibespesple,
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FIGURE 6. Population, areo, and popoldﬁon density, by province, 1 April 1970 (U/OU)
{Population in thousands; orea in squore:miles)

PERCENT  PEINONY

MERCENT OF or ren
FOPULAS TOTAL TOTAL BQUANE
FROUVEINCE TION POPULATION Alxa AHEA MiLE
Central Reglon: ’
Ang ThOnR. .o civeimeiinecnnanns 27 0.0 370 0.2 573
Chachoeng Sao. . 338 1.0 2,003 1.0 161
Chainnt........ 268 0.7 1,018 0.5 251 .
Chanthabusie. o ovevevaan s 211 0.6 2,337 1.2 W
Clhon Buric....coiiennens 542 1.6 1,782 0.9 313
Kanehanaburi,..ooooivvianionnens 3 0.9 3.8 13
Lop Buriao.oiviiiinineiennieens 433 1.3 2,344 1.3 170
Nokhon Noyok,..vovevnnn . ... 1111 0.5 032 0.5 173
Nokhov Pathom.........c.co.c.. A8 1.2 8’41 0.4 489
Nonthaburi........covneians o0 2 0.7 M1 0.7 1,031
Pathum Thani....... Cesaaainans 23 a.7 548 0.3 423
Phen Nakbon. oviviiarivesnaeas 2,132 6.2 tp2] 0.2 5,028
Phra Nukhon SI Ayutthayn.,.... 501 [ 0538 0.5 823
Phet Bufi.....ooovviiianernnane 278 6.8 2,454 1.2 °us
Prachin Buri,ccooooiiiveieinenis 121 1.g 1,551 2.9 o
Prachunp Khiri Khan... 249 0.7 2,481 1.2 1w
Rat Buri.............. 464 i.4 1,977 1.0 235
RAYOME. o vviamanransorvaraanne 230 0.7 1,277 0.5 108
SAMUL Prakan. . ovvvareensiann HR] 1.0 361 0.2 00
Samut Sakhore, . ..., [ 158 [ ] 2 0.2 488
Samut Songkbhraem. ... L 159 u.3 153 n.i 1,082
Sarn Burd, ..., reeiae 32 Lo 1,1 0.4 269
Sing Burd, . ... 162 0.3 a5 0.2 498
Suphan Buri.. v, oveierieinoe.. 301 1.6 2,001 5o 272 !
Thott BUliacicsiveareoncannecans e 2.7 2] 0.4 5,282
THOL . iceinnrareesvsarasnonaass (U] 0.3 1,127 0.5 83
Total, Central Reglonn.....o.... 10,302 30.4 39,904 20.1 280
Northcast Region:
BUrieAtn. .o, vaciansosoans inean 797 2.8 1,159 2.2 192
Chaiyaphum......coo.oaeels voee 92¢ i.8 4,105 2.1 t50
Kalasin. .. c.overeoenevnnnas 573 1.7 2,954 t.a 1™
Khan Kaen..ocorivioaanraennnas 1,025 3.0 5,135 2.6 168
[ Y T 32 1.0 4,221 2. It
Maha Sarakham. . ocoveiniienies 613 7.8 2,224 1.1 278
Nakhon Phanomt. . .voevacnacnes . 561 1€ 3,764 1.9 149
Nakhoo Ratchasima....ocoeaeen. 3,547 4.3 7,504 3.8 205
Nong Khal.....oooovvvnaannins 442 {.3 2,780 1.4 158
Rol Et...oovvvns . 31 2.3 3,032 t.s 255
Sakhon Nekhono.ooenviiiieennen 508 1.8 3,683 1.9 162
3T N 790 2.3 3,403 1.7 232
SUFI. s s ericennacnroncernaees 747 e, 3,382 (4 220
Ubon Natchathand.....cocvvvier. 1,480 4.8 8,787 3.3 168 '
Udon Thati...oveievvanrane e 1,118 3.3 6,411 3.3 174
Total, Northenst Region....... 12,023 35.2 85,77 33.1 183 R
North Region:
Chiang Mal...cu vvnvenerenanen. 1,024 3.0 8.878 4.5 s
Chiang Ral...ooviaereenneinns 1,088 3.2 7,200 3.6 150
Kamphaeng Phet....oooiue e a3 1.0 3,450 1.7 L]
LAMPANE. cevreanssncasroarionss 616 1.8 4,833 2.4 127
Lamphun.csvoee e vnneinnenienns s 0.9 1;702 0.8 187
Mae Mong Son......... veaie 104 0.8 5,108 2.6 £} i
Nakhon Sawan.....cvenevnnsnans 753 2.2 3,738 1.0 203 . ) }
N, b veierecernraoarameananss 30 0.9 _ 4,515 2.3 6 .
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FIGURE 6. Population, areo, and pnrpulation densliy, by provirce, 1 April 1970

{U/OU} {Continved)
PERCENT  PEIISONS
PERCENT OF oy PEK
roritae TaTAL TOTAL SQUANE
PROVINCE TION POPULATION AREA ARtEA MILFE
North Region (Continncd)
Phetehbun..................... 513 1.5 4,31 2.2 119
Phichit..... ..o coiviiniiiinnn, 440 1.3 1,748 0.9 252
Phitsanutok_.................... 492 1.5 3,729 1.9 132
[ S a5 1.1 2,268 1.1 182
Sukhothai. . ... Cereeirase s 304 1.2 2,641 1.3 149
T ) 217 0.¢ 6,027 3.0 16
Uthat Thuob, o oooiveiieiiinnay, 177 0.9 2,409 1.8 7t
Utarudite oo niiennnns PRSI 321 0.2 2,040 1.5 108
Total, North Reglon........... 7,468 21.9 65,639 33.4 1
Soutdh Region:
Chumphon. ............coan 235 0.7 2,2t0 1.4 106
148 0.4 1,785 0.9 83
Nukhon 8i Thammarat......_.... 037 2.7 3,020 2.0 230
Narathiwat, .. oo.ouoiiii o 320 0.9 1,032 0.8 200
Pattani,...oovveronnrinennnn.. 330 1.0 i 0.4 125
Phangogn. .. ...oo0 vvirennnnan, 135 0.4 1,583 0.8 83
PPhntthslung. . ... 208 0.9 1,202 0.% 236
Phuket.......... 100 0.8 308 0.2 324
Ranong......... 50 0.2 1,323 0.7 45
Satun,.......... 131 0.4 1,031 0.5 127
Songkhln__...... 421 1.8 2,676 1.8 241
Sueat Thani, ............... 433 .3 3,040 2.5 88
THIDR. - v reveiirerenraaanne, 326 0.9 1,008 1.0 171
Yola. . oot i e 108 0.6 1,821 0.9 100
‘Total, South Region........... 4,200 12.5 27,000 3.7 158
Total, Thailund............... .., 34,152 100.0 8,435 100.0 172

population in 1970:of aboul 2.9 million, make up well
over half of the total urbun population and accounted
for almost all of the increuse in the urban populution
during the intercensal decade. Of the combined
population of the twin cities, hetween 70% and 75%
live in Bangkok proper, on the east bank of the Chao
Phraya, and the rest live in Thon Busi, o major suburh
an the west bank. Only threc other citics, Chiang Mui
in the northern moantains, Nakhon Ratchasima on
the Korat Plateau, and Hat Yai in the south, have
populations exceeding 50,000. As estimated by the
Thai Government in 1968, the 120 urhan :nters were
distributed by size as follows:

50000 and over ..................... 5
40,000-50000 ....................... 7
30,00040000 ........... ........... 1n
20,000-30000 ...................... . 14
10,000-20000 ... ................... 42
Under 10000 ......... ......cc...0s 41

As ascertained by the 1960 census, 11% of the
population lived in a province atlier than the one of
their birth and, saccording to Thai authorities, the
proportion prubably will be significantly kigher when
the final results-of the 1970 census are released. Exzept
for movement to Bangkok, however, the That show
little inclination to move great distances. This, most
internal migration is within regions, often to an
udjncent province where economic opportunities may
he viewed-as better. Although no measurement of the
vofume of interial migrution during the* 1960-70
deeade is yet available, a comparison of growth mtes
of the provinces shows some indication of direction
(Figure 8). Presumably those provinces registering
increases above the national average have guined
population as the result of in-migration, while those
showirig decreases or incicasés below ‘the national
average, have lost population throvgh: out-migration.
The sluggish growth sates in the provinces surraunding
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FIGURE 7. Population density (UfOU)

Bungkok and extending northward reflect the limited
capacity of these heavily settled arcas to provide
additicnal residents with opportuonities for social
advancement, Overcrowding in the region has already
brought about extensive. fragmentation of landhold-
ings and encouraged many lo move to less crowded
areas.

2. Age-sex structure

Thailund's population has been steadily growing
younger, the result of a continuing high bith rate.
With an ever increusing proportion of childeen in the
population, the median age fell ivvm 18,6 years in

24
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1960 to 17.2 years in 1970 and is expected to declive
Turther, as Jhe age structure of the population is highly
conducive to acceleruted growth in the future.

The population pyramid for 1970 (Figure 9), typical
of those for countries with rapidly  growing
populations, has a broad base, representing the large
birth cohorts since 1360. Each subsequent age group
tapers off slightly, réflecting both the smaller cobarts
of births in the past, when the populution was smaller,
and “ittrition by death. OF the totsl population in
1970, 45.2% were under age 15 and 56.2% were under
age 20. At the other-extreme, only 8.1% were uge 65
and older, and only 10.3% were age 50 and older. All
together, 48.3% of the population wee in the
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INDEX TO PROVINCES

1. Ang Thong 37. Pheschobun
g. 'l:'u:trciu 38. Phichi
1y . Chachoengsao 39. Phlisanulek
b 1 ::vr::;:e':dnangwntlv 4, Chalnot 9 40. Phra Nakhan
<o ) 5. Cholyaphom 41. Phro Nokhan
el ' &. Chanthaburi S5 Ayurthaya
N i 7. Chiang Mot 42. Phroe
' { 8. Chlang Ral 43, Phuket
i 9. Chon Burl 44, Prachin Buri
! 10. Chumphon 43, Prochuap Khitl Khan
i 11, Kelasn dé. Ranong
3 V2. Kamphaeng Phet 47, Rot Buri
P 13, Kondhanaburl 48. Royonp
oy 14, Khon Koen 49, Rol B
P4 135, Krob! 50. Sokon Nakhon
% 16. lampong 31, Somvt Prakon
: 17, Ltomphum 52. Samw! Sakhan
C i 18. Loa! 33. Samy Songlhrom
. i 19. Lop Buri 54, Saro Burt
¢ : 20. Moae Hong Son 35, Sann
¢ 21. Mgha Sorakhom 36, Sing Buri
# 22. Nokhon Noyak 57. Sloket
H 23. Nohkhon Pariom 58, Songkhlo
a2 ‘ 24. Nokhon Phonom 5. Sukhothal
L 25. Nakhon Ratchasina 60. Suphan Buri
! 24, Nokhon Sowon 61, Surat Thani
H 27. Noshon St Thommorat 62. Surln
[ J 28. Nan 43, Tok
3 29. Narathiwot 64, Then Burl
P 30. Nong Khal 85, Trang
b 31, Nonthaburl 86, Trat
H 32. Paothum Thani 67. Ubon Rotchothon
e 33. Panoai 8. Udon Thon!
f 4, ngnga , at Thoni
FIGURE 8, Population change, 1960-70, 35, Phammeiong 70, Urtaradlh
by province (UfOU) 36. Phet Buri 71, Yola .
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FIGURE 9. Age-sex structure, 1970 (U/QU)

dependent ages (0-14 and 63 and older), compared
with 31.7% in the working ages (15-64). The resulting
ratio of 934 persons of dependent age per 1,000 of
working age was net only 11% higher than the ratio in
1960 but also more than 50% higher than the ratio in
the United States in 1970. §n such countries as
Thailand, however, the formal dependency ratio
ovenstates the actual degree of dependeney, as many
children under age 15, especially in rural areas, arc
engaged in some form of work endeavor, and many
persons uge 65 and over continue ta work oul of
cconomic necessity.

In 1970, the populition of Thailand comprised
17,002,000 males and 17,150,000" females, or 99.1
males per 100 females. Sex ratios varicd markedly from
province to province, ranging from a low of 92.9 in
Kulasin to a high of 123.8 in Chumphon, the site of
several important tin mines. In general, fow sex ratios
were registered in those provinces whose mite of
intercensul growth was betow the national average,
suggesting some out-migration of males from these
provinces. On the other kind, most of those provinces
recording high sex ratios had grown more rapidly than
the nation as a whole during the intercensal period
and, imylicitly, were areps of male in-migration.
Although data from the 1970 census with respect to
the age-sex structure of the population of Bangkok are
not yet available, a 1968 survey of the twin cities of
Bangkok and Thon Buri reported 105.4 males.per 100
females, thus indicating a preponderance of males
among the migrants to this large metropolitan area.
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D. Living and working conditions
1. Health and sanitation (C)

Health seavices and Facilities in Thailand, expanded
to a considerable degree since the end of Warld \War
11, are superior to those fonund in neighboring Burma,
Cambodia, and Laos. Neventheless, the general fevel
of health of the majority of the population remains
low, and there is a high inciderice of preventable
discase. The spread of communicable discase is
furthered by inadequate waste disposal facilities,
contaminated food and water supplies, and, in the
urban arcas, oy ererowded honsing, Despite consider-
ahle progress in recent decades, shortages of medical
equipment, facilities, and professional personnel
persist, particulardy in rueal arcas. Rapid popufation
growth, moreover, is outstripping uvailable health
resources and impeding health progranis.

The continuous heat and humidity in Thailand
further the propagation of numercus insect vectors of
discase. in addition to wmany human and animal
discase organisms. At beast five species of mosquitocs
are known to be vectors of malaria; seven speeies, of
filuriasis; und twa, of dengue fever. Flies are carriers of
enteric diseases, yaws, and trachoma: lice, fleas, and
inscct-infested rats transmit typhus and the plague.
Additional threats to health and ssfety are cavsed by
Jarger forms of animal life, including approximately
23 different species of poisonous or othenwise
dangerous sea and land repliles. As of 1972 the
recorded incidence of rubies in Thailand was one of
the highest in the word, with fatalities from rabies
numbering between 200 und 500 adnually, Although
Thailand has one of Southeast Asia’s largest and hest
veterinary scrvices, the attenticn given to the health of
livestock continues to be; inadequate,

According to official stztistics, respiratory discuses
are o leading cause of mortality among it age groups.
Teherenlosis is particularly prevaleat in the more
congesied and crowded urban areas, although its
incidence has been decreasing as the result of mass
prevention and treatment programs conducted by the
government (Figure 10). Cominon colds, influenza,
poncumonia, aiid other respimlory ailments are
widespread during the peak of the miny season, Many
deaths also result from dysentery, typhoid fever, and
helminthiasis. Morbidity rates for gastroenteric
ailments arc Tigh, with as many as 80% of the
population being afflicted during the.course of » year.
Malariu has long constituted a miajor heaith problem,
although an.cradicution progmm initiated in 1949 has
greatly reduced the incidence of the disease. Cholers,
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FIGURE 10. Mobile tuberculosis
team used in the government's
campaign to prevent and treat the
disense. Despite official compaigns,
tuberculosts is stil} a serlous health
problem. {C)

plagne, and smallpox, wiiich onee oceurred  in
epidemic form, have become increasingly subject to
effective controls. Although no recent cases of plague
dave heon reported, cholera continues to be a health
problem thronghout the country. Venereal diseases
eeportedly infeet abont 3% of the populdion; the
incideiice has Leen particularly high in the cilies.
Leprosy is also widespiread, partienlarly in the nosth
and east.

In 1970, the infunt mortality rate stood at 83 deaths
of infants under age 1 per 1,000 live bisths.
Malnutdtion is still sufficiently widespread in
Thailand to contribute indirectly to children’s deaths
from discases such as gastroenterilis and pneumoniy,
although, according to official Thai statisties, il
direetly accounts annually for less than 15 of alf
infant fatalitios.

The number of medical personnel in Thailand is
insufficient to provide medical care for the
population. lis 1970 there were 4,590 phiysicians with
modern ‘medical training, providing o wtio of
approximately one physician for every 7,440 persons,
Most physicians, however, are concentrated in cities
and towns, almost two-thirds of theni lncated in the
Bangkok area. alone. Tn 1970 - the physician: to
populution ‘eatio in the countryside wus  1:20,000.

%

Approximately one-third of all registered physicians®
are employed by the Ministry of Public Health, while
the remainder are private  practitioness. in must
jistances, physicians in the more remote provineial
towns and in villuges are government employees
assignted to their posts by the Ministry of Public
Health,

tn eaily 1970 there were 469 registered dentists,
12,359 giaduate nurses and nurse-technicians, abowt
15,000 pharmacists, and alinost 15,000 practitioners of
traditional medicine. There is an extreme shortage of
qualificd worses and midwivesin naral aireas, as well as
an almost total Jack of dentists.

Facilities for medical training in Thailand are
inadequate o pr()vi(il: a sufficient number of
physicians to meet the country’s needs, The quality of
medical schooling, however, is superior to thil in most
other Soatheast Asian conntrics. The countny's six
medical schools, each of them affiliated with one of
the countey’s major general” hospitals, offer
professional training for physicians, surgeons, dentists,
and medieal techniciuns that is rated good by Western
standards. Thai medical students, however, cagerly

The govermmnint zapries (be segistration of all physiciaos,
dkentists, anel other medical penonned, incleding practitiouen of
teaditional mecdicine; hawever, lange namdwers of the trabitional
healei$ emain ansegistered.
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seek opportmities for study abroad, pasticularly in the
United States, becanse a medical degree from a U.S.
school alford: them better opportunities for more
remunerative employment al home.

In rural arcus, especially in'the more remote regions,
many vitlagers still rely . on traditional  medicine,
Traditiona! healing practices encompass a Gide range
of activities, the most important of which are the
dispensation of herbal remedies and the exoreism of
animistic spinits. 1t is widely belioved that certain
malevolent spirits are responsible for causing illuess
and death and therefore must be propitiated before o
patient can recover. Local villuge healers are wften
hired o counteract the influence of these spirits
througli animal saerifices and other rtuals. The
prestige enjoved by these healers, however, grudually
is heing transferred to modern déctors, nueses, and
health technicians. Where modern health seevices are
availuble, villagérs are generally eager to make use of
them. The acceplance of modern medicine has not
neeessarily been accompanied by the abandonment of
truditional medicine, and a village healer often
practices his artin the same community with a Publie
Health Service physician,

Hospitls und other-anedical facilities-in Thailand
aré well developed for an Asian countey, although, as
elsewhere, the best Facilitios are confined principally to
uthun centers. According to “Thai’ Governmeit
statisties there were 203 hospitals in the conntry in
1970, providittg a combined total of approximately
22,000, beds, e a bed-to-population ratie of 13 per
10,000. Of all hospitals, 98 were operated by - the
Ministry of Public Health: 88 of these were general
hospitals and 10" were factlities for treatment of
neuroligical or mental disorders: Nineteen hospitals
were operutedd by other government ugencies, such as
the armed forces. the police. and the larger
nivnicipalities, and 86 were run h) _private
organizations; chicfly. religious. or . charitable
assaciations. - Special hmpllals are mam!.um'd for the
treatment of leprosy, éve diseases, children’s ailments,
and tropical diseases. Although the largest andsbest

general - hospitals ‘are Jocated in - greater Bangkok '

(Figure 11), there i€ at least one public general hospital
in cach of the nution's provinces: Excepl for a few
small - Christian _mission’. hospitals -located -in’ rural
areas, private Imsplt.tls are concentrated in the urhan

centers. All public gcnemI hospitals are equipped with.

full facilitics for modern medical treatment; including
operating theaters, X-ruy machines, blood hanks, and
- dingnostic laboratories. < The provincial hu‘;pllnls
-however, suffer from a severe slmﬂaqe of medical staff,

tn rural uress. mast health services ure provided by
health and maternity centers (in 1970 there were over -

APPROVED FOR RELEASE: 2009/06/16: CIA-RDP01-00707R000200090028-6

4.000) operated by the Ministry of Pablic Health,
These centers are grouped according, to three classes.
depending upon their size and the services they offer.
Primury health centers (Class 1) are staffed \\nh "
minimum of oné physician, one -:|uul|fwd nuse-
midwife. one ausiliary ‘midwife, two junior health
workeis,-and, veeasionally, a dentist. Each center is
equipped with 10 to-13 bieds for emergency cases and
theoraticatly provides basie health services for about
30,000 persons (Figure:12), Health subeenters {Class
11} arc staffed by at least one aume-midwife wnd one
iwmior health worker and normaally serve aboul 3000
pessons. These units offer.onty maternal and child care
services, mslruclwn in en\'m)nnwnlal sunitation, and
medical care for minor ailments. Midvifery centers
{Class 151) serve about 1,0GO people al ttie hamlet level
and ure stalfed by one midwife. in 1969 there were
211 Class 1, 944 Class 11, and 1,494 Class ilLcenters in
Thailaad.

In most cases, medical care st all government
hospitals and health conters is” free of charge to the
indigent. Patients who can afford to puy are billed at
rates based on the cost of dvugs, speeial laboratory
fees. and personal medical services. These changes.
however, are considerably less than those charged for
comparable service i private hospitals.

While. progress in epidemic coutrol and  the
inereased availability of medical services have reduced:
mortality rates, morbidity rates for many discases have
continued to be high bévause improvements in
environmental sanitation have lagged behind
population - growth. Vistwally all water supplies are
considered contaminated nad require treatinent before
drnking. The government .estimated in 1970 that

polable water was available to only 3% of the
population. Morcover, loss than 10% of the

population had wecess to- water comveyed by metal

-pipes, although local bamboo-type water systems are

often utilize 1 in thevillages (Figure 13). Wells in bath
urhan” and rural areas’ are” apt. to he shallow,
unprotecied from surfGee drminage; and sobject to

“inundation and . contaminition *during the “rainy

season. Residents of many rural communities normally
obtain water for drinking and washing from the same
polluted rivers. streams; or canals in which they bathe!

The - governmient enconrages - the - use - of sstored

rainwater through the construction of; cisterns and by

‘making, earthenware - jars widely. accessible to the’
" public at low prices (Figuee-34). However, Tainwater is
- often allowed to stand in uncovered containers which

may. harbor the larvae of malarial mosquitoes und

','other noxious insects. In”the relativels undeveloped -
_regions of the north and northeast, paﬂwul.xrlv the . -

atid_‘northeast,; the. government - has undertaken -
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FIGURE 1. Bangkok nhospitals. Children's Hospital {fo h
and Bangkek Christian Hospital (botom).{C) pitat {top) ;
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FIGURE 12. Class ) publ!c health
“center, Mae Chan (C)

welldrilling  projects and comtructed  reservoin fu
collabogalion with AIP, ‘

Only sireater Buingkok, Chinne Medz and eighit other
arhan centen. have partind piped waler svslems,

Bamgkok's water system serves about 80% of the city's.

arew wnd 634 of jts pepalation. Fven though teated,
Bamekoks wader is often recontaminated in - the
distribution systém before it reaches the entsnpger.
" Persons living in tiose sietions of the cily nod provided
with piped  water depend. “upan supplies from
Diydramts, artesiat wells, stored minwater, or s, or

they hay water from vindors, Bottled water. wlthongh’

safe in Bangkok, is too expeisive to he widely s,

FIGURE 13. Bumbomplpe water system oft«n uﬂlized
in rurat areas (C} L

30
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CWaste disposal methads in Thailand are primitive
aied contribute 1o pollution:of the countn’s water
supplies and ta- contamination of its seil. In rural
arcas. imhabilants usually lack propers Tacilities for

- waste disposad, except o these reldively modernized

comipunilics: where privies ave “been comtnicted,

indise riminate de fecation is cominon, ] riviers ad

emals often sérve o depositories o kawman waste,

Moreover, the cities do not have sewage treatment

plaunts or effective inoders sewerage systens. Many of

the Jurger huildites and upper elass homes, however,
care equipped with eespaoks or septic tanks,

CIA-RDP01-00707R000200090028-6
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In the cities and larger lowns, municipal
administrdions colleet garbuge and trash, althonglh
not in all sections nor on regular sehedales. In those
sections where there is no regular colleetion senvice,
lwmeowners often busy their refuse in pits. 1ot
dwellers alongside the canals simply dump their trash
inty the water, Trash and gadage are allowed to
accumulate  beneath houses, serving as breeding
arounds for rats, flivs, mosiquitoes, and other pests. The
government has periodically conducted nationwide
cleanliness campaigns, in which villagers are directed
ter coblect the debris arotnd their homes and bumil, T
greater Bangkok, both air pollution—cansed mainly
Ly motor traffie on the congested streels (Figare 15)—
and water pollution—caused by the faclors deseribed
above, as well as by the dumping of industrial
wastes—are developing into major problems, 1n recent
vears, the city of Bangkok has fitled in many of the old
snals inorder to meet the inereasiog need for wew
rouds Lo relieve tmaffic congestion. However, Uhis
process has interrupted the nural flow of the tides
through the imterconnected caaals which formerly
carried much of the wustes ont 10 sea.

Sanitary precautions Tollowed in food  hancling
practices are inadeguate. Except fora few cold storige
facilities in Bangkok, there iy u generdd lack of

FGURE 15. Rush-hou
haze blankets the area. (U/QU)

¢ ‘waffic ln Bcﬁgkoﬁ.’ .Exlldiusl-'lwoden
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refrigeration. Most markets and vendors in wsban and
rural communities alike display fish, meat, vegetables,
and froits in the open where they are expased Lo heal,
flies. and dust (Figure 163 Sleughtedhouses amd
restanrants are subject to government inspechion for
sanitary conditions. hut segulations ase irregularly and
ineffectively enforeed.

2, Dict and nutrition {U/OU)

Thailund is nornally o food surpias conntry, with
sice important hoth as a staple food and s the uegest
single souree of foreign exchange, 1n addition o rice,
Thailand's food erops include com and other
vegelubles, swgareane, and coconuts nud other Truils,
The only significant food imports have been dairy
products, whead Tlone, and coffee, destined primeaily
for the Bangkok markel. However. the Flictualing
demand for rice in the world imarket and droughts and
flonds within Thailand  have contrbuted 1o &
reduction in recent vears of the amount of rice
available for export. The resultant shortages of rice
Lave led to Jocal hourding of stocks and speculating
over price trends. ‘Fo curtaif hoarding and speenlating
and to insure adequatle domestic supplies at
acceptable prices, the government has maintained
consanwr price controls on rice. and in mid-1973 it
imposed restrictions on rice exports. By Angust 1973
there were indications thal a favorable rice erop in
1973 would alleviale the pressures on domestic
supplivs and prices and Lead to removal of the expoit
restrictions. Nonetheless, in the Tong cun, population
growth is likely (o intewsify domestie demand for rice
and thereby reduce the export surplus fusther, thus
affecting aot only export carnings bul alse
components of real income dependent on imporls or
un nonagrcultural economic growth,

Malnutrition is common in Thailand, particularly
in the northern and northeastern  regioas, but
starvation is rarely if ever encomntered, The average
diet tends to be high in carbohydrates but deficient in
piotein, vitamins, and minewals. There is evidenee of a
considerable thinmine deficiency in the dict, primarily
Leeanse of the popular prefercuce for polished ree
over the more nateitions unmilled rice. The diel also
shiows a deficit ol rboflavin, bt niacin and vitamin €
levels wre adeguate. dodine dificiencies are wide-
spreadd, being especially acute in the north wnd
nottheast. As in many other Southeast Asian countries,
beriberi is o laidy commion disesse.

The basie Thai dict consists of rice, lish, vegetables,
and froits. This dict is high in stasches, due to the
conistmption of cassava, sweet patalo, wuel corn in
addition to rice, Comnon vegetables consumed

31
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omen in smafl hoots peddliing fruits ond vegetables to hovse.
heldars olong o canal in Bongkok. The largar boats bring:
agricvitural praduce o the city.

Mon peddling -prepated food In o Bongko‘ area. The averoge
city fomlly s reported to spend 10% of is foed budget for meals
B sold by such verdfors

Women wli&lq produce in & ntarkesplace

FIGURE 16, food vending {U/OU}

inclode Dbeans, spinach, peas, and onions: the
principul Truits caten are coconuts, batanas, papasas,
and mangoes. Fish is consumed mere regalardy than
meat, panly becaise it s les expensive and more
readily availuble. except in the monntaisous nosth
and arid northeast. Moreover, the Budidhist reluctance
to take animal dife discourges conswmptizn of heef,
poultes. and pork, and the Makiys shyerve the 1hamie
injunction against pork. Sugar reaches the average
Thai msinly in the Torm of soft dinks. While water is
the principal Thai beverage, coffee, soft drinks. and
milk are beeoting more popalar in arbncareas. NMost
Chinese in Thailasd have @ better balanced diet than
the Thai. their dict containing grealer amounts of
meat and fal. Futhennore, by drinking tes made
from Loiling water. the Chinese largels avoid the
effects of using polluted water.

In 196466, the most recent dute for which
comprehensive and  fairhy refiable information i
available, the duily per capita consumption of calories
amounled to 2,208, Although this figure is lower than
the 2406 ealories recommended by FAO, it i
eelatively Bigh when judged by Southeast Asian
standards. Grains, purticukuly tice. accounted for
aboul three-guartess of the total caloric intake. Foods
high in carbobvdeites comprised well over four-fifths
of the total calosies consumed. Protein intuke—less
than oncequarter of which was of animal origin—was
very low, Diets of urban upper and middie cluss Thai
are much more antritious tan those of e sl
villagers: protein intake is much higher, apparemtly
hecause of the consumption of inporled canned
meats. In metropolitan Bangkok, many varicties of
foods. particularly imported  commodities, are
available in modera supermarkets patronized by
affluent Thai and Chinese.

The nutritional deficiencies in the Thai diet are
aggravated by certain traditional dietary practices.
The Fhai custom of overcooking rice, For example.
leads to a considerable Toss of vitaming and minerals.
Pregumant or lactating women shun cggs; numing
mothers are not permitted by traditios 10 catanytling
But rice and wmilk. The resulting nulritional
deficiencies are thus passed on to their offspang. Rive
ts often included in a child’s diet withizn a few duys of
birth. Young children ane more seriousls affeeted by
protein maluwtrition and deficiencies of vitaming and
minerls tian are older members of the napalation.

The Thai Government has yeevived advice and
assistanee from WHO, AID, and a number of U8,

voluntary orgagizations in its efforts to waise
nutritional standards. An Anemia and Malknutrition
Rescarch Center. testablished at Chinng Mai
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Univenity nnder U.S, sponsorship, serves as the
leading ntrition research whoratory in Fhaikind,
Health centers thromghout the commtry instruct women
in putrtion and food preservition techniques. Some
school hnch programs Turiish wilk in one form or
another In 1972, morcover, there were 30 special
nutsition ceiters in the notthern and northeasten
provinees whizh offered food ta the childen of the
tribespeople amd provided education in untrition to
the local adults,

3. Housing (U/OU)

Housiug in Thaiknd reflects the wide vasations in
living conditionis hetween the opper and lower elasses
and between the uchan and il sectors of sociely,
Hewsing normally is not o pressing problem in rueal
afeas, where focal materials for the construction of
huts are chewp and abundant, In aban centers.
however, the housing situation s eritieal, being
marked by overcrowding caused both by normal
popudation growth and: by the conlinuing rural to
wshars migeation. This is particulary true of Bangkok,
where the sizable numbers of rurai migrants in search
of employment have ereated a njor  housing
shortage. In 1971, the housi ng shorlage in
metropolitan Bangkok was estimated 10 approxinede
100000 units,

The most common type of rueal house s a
reclangular structuse with il matei w o walls, a
thitehed roof, and a-bambno or waod-stat floor. Such
hesuses uswally are built on 2 foot 10 10 foot pilings for
protection against flond, mud. snakes, and rodents,
The space beneath provides shelter for livestack and
Serves as @ storage area, A typical rural house consists
of a living room, often containing o small space
partitioned off as a kitchen, sad oiic or two bedeoms,
Homes of fairly well-to-do-rural residents may be built
of teak and sofed with tile. However, such houses are
hecoming increasingty rare, even in the teak-growing
northern regions, as leak, like other huedwonds iu
Thaitand, hus hecome very expensive becausé of its
export valuz. Tribe! Jahabitants of the mountainous
wgions of Thailand customarily live in raised hus,
Dwellings of the Meo. differ from these of the other
tribul groups; their huts-are asually not buill on stilts.
Tipical raml liomes are shown in Figure 17,

Urbuin: homes inelude botli the teaditionat type of
wooden. house and inodern residenves constracted
partialby:or totally of brick or coirerete, Some middle
and-ipper class clenents in Bungkok live in Westem-
styte homes with concrete floars, cenient block wall,
and' tife mofs; Nonetheless, the typical house of a
middle incoine fimily is 2 small two-storied structure

with wooden walls and a tile roof, The kitchen i
wsually separated from the howe but connected to it
by a covered passageway. As of 1962, 345 of all
dwellings in the Bangkok-Thon Buri area were
detached houses. 36% were row houses, and the
remainder were either apartments or were in buildings
which also served as shops. In areas of major Chinese
concentration in Buyekok, most streets are lined with
two- to three-story house and shop buildings which are
overcrowded and are in poor physical condition.
Middle class Chinese. however, have been rapidly
moving out of these ghetto-like central enclaves uto
subushan zones that are populated predominantly by
middle class Thai. I these arens, howsing conditions
are fairly gond. Homes of weaithy Bangkok residents
oftert are Western in style. with masenry walls and
surrownded by fenced or walled compounds (Fignre
18).

The gronsth of slum conditions has beeome an acute
problem in Bangkok, By midd-1971 there were an
estimaicd 100,000 families in the eapital area living in
slums, On the waterfront, migrant laborers live in
squabor on sampans or in shacks built on stilts over the
mind flals, Many of these shacks, which are
constructed  of bamboo and serap materials, are
pesindically swept away by Moods or are destroved by
fire. Other squatters Jive under beidges, in huildings
nuder construction, or wherever shelter ean be found.

Because of uncontrolled Eind  speculation )
developers, inflation, and inadequate  financing
mechanisms for the purchuse of homes, the
availability of new wrban units in recent vears has
heen restricted largely to upper income groups and to
those benefiting from  the limited government-
subsidized housing programs. As of early 1972, low
income families could not afford to buy howses; the
cost of a house of 50 square meters, for example,
amounted to 30,000 balit (20.8 baht =USS1). Rent for
such a dwelling amounted to 600 to 1,000 Haht o
month, sums vwughly cqual 0 tota! monthly income of
1 lower chss family. In the absence of ready cash,
middle income Thai rely on hanks and insurance
corjiorations for longlerm laans to purchuse houses
which usually cost from about 150,000 to 306,000
balt. Wowever, the financing requisements of most
Thai banks frequently are 100 high for the average
middle income family. As of mid-1971. private
enlerprise was supplving only an estimated one-half of
the 40,000 new homes sequired annually by middle
inconie Thai. NMoreover, the demand for housing for
bath middle wid low income groups has been
aggravated by the rise in rents caused by the removal
of rent controls Lite in° 1969,
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1949, the contral govenmest by provided
e featad housing ferlow income Faemilivs, as wellas
having built some units for sitle to middle income
famifies under « rental-pureliase plan. Govennment
projects have incladed apanment Duildings. two-story
duples nuits, row lowsos, snd detached bowse unils
(Fiwire 193, Diring the perind 194971, about 908 of
A hoasiing, wits conlined to .
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Al govenuneni=spoisore
wreter Bangkok. Al together, some 9000 Fymibes
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FIGURE 18. Home of a rel

alively
well-to-do urban family {C) )

build abunt 63,000 anits for low income wroups i
Bangkok during 1974-78 and give special adtention o
impraving the waterfront shim aeea.

‘e conlrast 1o wenesally inadeguate water g
saittion seevices, Bomes i nwelropolilan Bangkok
are supplivd with electricity by wanicipal autharities.
Even squatten” shacks hase: aeves to al et
redimentary - clectrie liabting, tn 1970, however,
vlectric power will resched only an apposinite 3%
of the kingdom's papulation: nearly half of thoee with
electrie lhiting were in the capital area, ar Tthe other
hall' were loeated in otlier ailun anss.

4. Work oppontanities and conditions {€)

Adequate work opportunitics are avaikible to the
Thai work foree because of Uhe traditional sshundance
of the yicld of the country’s watural msourees, chiclly
its fich rice-hearing cropland, and because of the still

fuitly favorable witio between land il i, his

abnndance together, with refative ueconl oy the
varions social groupings has invested the Thai with o
Balunced  attitucle toward their work, There s a
general absence of the svmptoms of fear and
{rustration that often degrades the meaning of work
for peoples living i wiargind ecomony and an
appreciation of the necessity to work us 2 means of
maintaining un adequate levekof living, A custoniny
inerement of national prodoet bivond 3 inere

subsistence {evel s provided - wsovrees whivh the -

government, in” reeent decades, has allocated 1o
edueation ind tesining programs conducive to e

development of a work foree with al feast some of the
madern “ocenpulional skills, Simedtancously,  the
availabifity of capital resources fram asricultinral
“sutput. eeinforced by techmical assistance Frosm oulside
countries, s facilitated e developient of ay
infrastractinee to divenify (e ceomony in the direction
of madern marnlactnres.

This hasicitly Evvorahle jols oppartinity situation i
flased by prablions. souwe naiisnal and soge regional.
Perhaps the wost difficall is e sccommadition of the
large tumbens of zurviving persans after World War §1
who will continue ta enter the work Foree dnring the
W70 oy with job wimbitions commensirate with
the Faidy high level of erdieation they have achieved.
The inevituble disappointeein in store for many fint-
time joby seckers is likely 10 have adverse elfects o
sucial stabilily, These effects condd he agervated by
the expected rapid dimination i - ihe supphy ol
nusvorked agriciltugal Eands, which lave Laditiosally
provicded an wailet for the increments;! wark foree,
Another majer problem s the income gap between the
fairly skl ower elite, concentrated chiefly in
Bangkok, aud the other seetors of the work foree, ‘Fhe
stability wid efficiency of the nonagricaltural werk
fowe will be jucreasingly tested 4, as expeeted, the
Labor movement progeessively expands ity denainds

npon the tekitionally patermalistic owners of Lirge

eaterprises,. Fuilure 10 achieve an aocommodation

beteen the two forces could: mobilize the syempathies
of the working class in support of the sinall ot chromic

insurgeney movensents whicl have existed for some -

R
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FIGURE 19. .Government housing
prelect In the' greater. Bangkok
areo. These detached dwellings are
for middle income families, (U/OU)

yvéars and which have fed on the frustetions loeally
gencrated by weak administration anicd by lags o
development and * ineomes. Unemployment, while
relatively miner in the contest of the total work force.
tends to be clieonic in the Bangkok area. A katin job
training  programs Tmpedes the rute of skill
development: needed Lo aceommodate the aptimum
rate of industrial growth.

Although the Chinese have overcomie most cliss
Baeriers in Thai socicty, their tendeney lo coneentrate

i commerciad - ficlds and their failure Lo develop

adequate | representation in’ jwlitics combine 1o
perpetuate significant setnants of Thai bias against
them. Although isulated from the wational culture as
whole, the Till tribes in Uhe nosth and west devoir their
work. efforts chiefly o growing an apium crop that
continues 16 he the souree of one of Thailand's nuajor

wational and intermational problems: efforts to revamp.
the * tribal s cconainy - have "heen focised . ot

introduction’ of improvet) agreulture and handicralt
methods, R R
*The long-run impact of these problens on st liy
may be detérmined by the sudeess of innovative puticy
atd progesny dlements incompermted: in _the . Thid

Nutional - Feoomic . and :Sacial l)_cvciupim-ht Plan:

{1971-1976) with redpeet “to facoine dispuritics. An

. :}.l;

for eeonommic sue

CIA-RDP01-00707R000200090028-6

impartact objective inherent in the plan is Lo rednee
ineome disparities between urban and e areas and
between the central plains w o the otlaer regions, The
plan ealls for the establishment of industries outside
the Bangkok area awd inereased development
expemlitures for aedicullural modemization. ceduca-
tior. and services. The plan abso provides Fooe a steaky
rise in the national level of eduertional stthinmenl as
a necessary prerequisite for improvitig the compelence
of the ladjor foree.

a. The people and vork

The Thai social environment is conducive to
development withi stability. and the Thai people are
well endowed with the sapahilities and motivations

fradition. and class which impede tie pursuit of

cconamic. opportunity and o social limitations on

the mobility and adaptability of Tabor, There is @
strongnational | prefereace for & [ramewark of

“cconomic ri‘;{ululinns}"{ff(‘ivnﬂy libera] §o encourage
“individual initiative, “Substantive reductions in the

structural imbalanees ia the ceonomy imade duting the

Cearly 1970 have . demonstrated that - Thai socicty
oSS

ses hutian. resounes S, sotial ongamization
condugive o an econanic Hliaibility that enables it 1o

CIA-RDP01-00707R000200090028-6
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take sharp clnges of seonomic fortunesin stride, The
fabor force. which is espanding rapitly, has shawn
that it can acljust :o new techniques of produetion in
apriculture and industry,

tn o comntry where i'qur oul of five inbabitants live
in a-favn bousehold and where foad raising continues

hold ot the promise of anadegquate. socially
stisfving livelihood, Lhe averuge I'hai conlormy his
work ambitions to the opportunities inherent - in
agricnitusil’ activities. Most new eittrants into. the
labor Toree still become Funners heeatse sectors. othier
than  agriciliire are limited in size and’ job
opportunitics. Despite & amrked growth in nonagricul-
taral - jobs- (|um'g the -period. 1960-70. .u,rwlllnm'

absohed 628 of the total Liboe increment of 19
million penons., “Phis broad pattern of job distrbution”

will - continue al least until: the supply. of new
enltivatible kind s exhausted.

Thie. decadle of the 1960°s witnessed a \u.mfn.mt
degree ul ceonmmic li.\'('mﬁ ation and a concomitiant
incrense i the proportion of notizgrculturl ¢ to
agriculiural jobs, The huildup: of the nonagrealtural
wark foree i the: 1960°s was primarily in the
mutropolitan. aren of Bangkok, During the - period
1960-71. total einployment in agriculture rose by 255%
and” in conagrenllurl” occupations by 78%. A
propustion of the total work fm'w the u(m.u..nwhur.ll
sectors inereased from 175 to 236 (Figare 201, Among
thie nonagrienltural sectors cmplm ing least, 200,000

pemons in 1960, the gredtest inerease in employinen
wits v\puncnw(l in services (915) and commeree’
168%): In the fist hall of the 196, the growth mite
ceeded: that . of.

manufactiing: cmployment  had -«
servives iid conineree; however, it (chnwtl towsirds
the end of the decide, sud recorded uin aggregate 55%
hiercase for the: whole 1l-vear: period. The - hrisk

pickip . I industrial” esports- and investments:: that:
mutrked lhc country’s m;mmum. pl:rfnml‘mw in 1972

: FlGURE 20 Sec!oml coraposl"nn of employmem_

{urou)
{Percent of tolal employed}
 secron T 1900 071
;\gﬁcullurc 82,4 79.9 7?4 :
0.2 0.8 0.3
\inlmfﬂcluﬂlm N 3.4 3.7 - 4.2
Caustraction. . Cidese 0.6 0.7 0.8
Electricity, water. v, couiie 0.0 o 0.2 0.2
Tranaportation- .- 1.8 1.4 1.9 -
. Commcrce....‘ . 8.0 . T4 &
Olhor urvnces............. SR Y SRR = S 2t
thnl.' ....... i 100.0 . 10007 7 100.0

~Araining with' the wssist

“of skilledd workers
“wmong . former Thai - employees 2 of | US. mililary
establishiments,’ Such: persons have .xcqum‘d English-"
I.m),u.igc ability and one. or more ‘matlern: aeeupa-;
“lional . skills. -Anather Cgrowing source- of skill
- development. is the umber of }.m,o lu.ngu fies
- doing business'in Thailand. - R ;

The lmskullcdv\\‘nrk foree cmplmccl inn: mn;.ncul-

-~

could sigual aresumption_ ol o Iugll mlc of new ;ul)
creation in . the ||hmuhdunu;, sector. ,\u(mlmg Lo
estimates based on Third Plan targels. however,

annuad employment grwtl: in the -nonagricultural

seelors curing the 1971-76 |)vnml wailth e wreatest in
sepvives (abaut-756) and least iv m‘mul'.wllmng (.lluml
2%,

Waork nppnrllllllllt’\ for Uic urhanized seelor uf the

population, whidh in mauy wiys mnsulnlc\ a‘calture
distinct froniibat of the rural Thai. tend to vary alovg-

gl.; lines similar to l!I(N"JLhtu‘ ding thesocial strata
in . Western ' societics.  The “fairly” high levels “of

edlueation and ‘the snu.:l “advantuges acenring to the

upper d.m .m(l to the upper- middie class provide
f.url\'\va v ece
m.um;,u:.nl roles, o prmpcmmcntt(-pmmunlu|)~. The

micidle stratum of the middle class obtains job security -
and “moderite living levels i the .¢ivil Service, in,

shopkéeping, and .in skilled crifts. A survey of
education atluinment taken i 1968, which’ showed
that 17:6% bad. 1o formal education, .Illtl 36,65 had

termiivated - their cducation derngar opon_the

completion of: priniry sehoai. OF the workes: with

secondbany education’ ot higher, 16.55 had attended
academic sceondury schouls and 4.9% il attended

teacher training colleges or univenities: only 8,19 had

‘.llh.udcd technieal schools.t 3 e
I CPliniland’s - overwhelmingly nonmechanized
- agricalture-based nork force, ‘there is a very short.
supply of. skitled worken. An - estimated - 10%, o -
appro: imately 80, (00 G 90,000, 0f the workers in tlw sl

W71 indasteal Tabor foree muld e elassilied

skilled. Even . the “approsinile llumlx-n of \Iullvd,

workers in other (lLLll[).lllllll.li stetors are net known

but e undoubtedly  compirably sall. I Srecent
the Thai Government biss expanded its program - °
1, vocationl, and munagement
wice of various international -
and U.S. ugcncies. Aside from'g ).,mdu.m_s of vacational -

of providing techni

andd technicsl sehools, a prime source for rcv.rulhncnt
ith huth lwining and erperience is

tural occupations s recruited informally, frequently

through the addition of relatives of persons already in:
lhcro\ﬁtmg wm‘L fnru- 'Ilw “pool "o’ mdl ]ol)‘ :

e n'muumul .n!l.ﬂunu atof | 3'\: nflhc mb.m uu:l l'um- war

|.||)c-lh~d “niher” o mlmmn

to-emplovment in the: professions,

¥ : .
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. L‘t)(ll mer

candidates is drawn lirgely From migeats from raral
arcas, For many, however, the village remains: the
sourer of their hasic seenrity, and v mp]cm'r\ of 1uial-
urban migrants frequently find that they return !mmv
in the planting wnd barvesting seasons o on the
occasion of family and village festivals.

A 1968 sieniple suevey of howseholds in the rurd
areas indicated an llnl."lni)li))rllt‘l_l{ rateof only theee-
teuths of orie percent—a progortion which appeans. to
corrohonite the conventional msurllpiiﬂn that
unemployment s virtaully nonesistent ia the
agriculturad sector of the fabor force. Underaimploy-
ment, howeverlis widely and chronically prevalent in
the rurl areas, where mast of the kabor foree consists
of unpaid family: workers, On the basis of a survey
covering the period of June 1967 to May 1968, some
35% of the labor Toree wan estimated o he
unideremployed. Farners who worked exclusively in
agriculture—who constituted the  majority—were

found -to be_ondecemployed 625 of the G daring
the. shick scason of Februarv-April: Some: fanpers—.

estinmated .l about’ 105 —eingage i e olf-season in
sticly local nonfirming activities as brickmaking, petty
commerce, ” carpentry, and  hasketimaking. “These
activities sametites involve interngral mignition; The
introduction of the trctor in the central’ plains in
recent \c.nr\ Ias inereased” the .n\u-u,l- .unmlllt nf
uml(-u'mp]m ment in-thal wrea
Um-mplmmcul “whicl s umt‘onlr.ltcd l.lr;..cl\

nuijor wrlinn areas; has not bren i serois pmhlm) in

/

loree—3a% are civil servantss—receives regulur wages or
salaries, Rates of pay inali but the most piogressive

hunents e Jess closely reladed 1o Efficiency
than Lo such traditionally vidued factors as age, slatus,
Smli()ﬁl)’f and blood ties. Prior o (1972 tiere were ne
legal provisions fora minimwm wage,

The wiost madern income system in Thailand is that
provided for meniliers of the civil service, Bven in the
conlent of fairly advanced fringe benefits, however.,
civil service sulanes are Jow in relationship both 10
guadifications and to expeetadions,” Effective 1 june
1973, i new wonthly salary schedule inereased the
lowest grade in the eivil sérviee by almost 105%. ap o
600 halt, and other grades by lowee amounts. A stucky
seleased in June 1973 by the Natiowal Research
Comnail of Thaikind found 2hat. oii the averge the
expenditures of a civilservant i theé lowest gide
exceeded his income, including fringe benelits ainl
spouse’s salary, by about 22% and that 860 bafit were
nocded iFhe were to maintain the essentizl basis of the
living standard  costomarily associated with his
aegapatiot,

In ‘the private sector, incomes displis a mtional
gradation based on iqualificution” differentialy amouyg
broad: oceupationil categories, bt are clirmactevized
by ‘wide disparities within the lower paid categories, as

establis

well w” by marked rm,mn.ll differentiuls. During the

CUHG60°s average howaly, wages for. all workens in

“Thaitund during<the post-Warld- War 1 |wr1m| In -

1966-67 unemployirat averaged just mnler 3% of the -

labor force of the Bangkok-Thon' Bud metropolitan

area. or about two-fenths' of “one - percent ol - the:
“conlry’s: total labuor, foree.”

acéurred arong Young penons in the 15-24 age group.
For the. August-October 1968 period.: an estiniated
1.5%. of the combined \\an l'lm.-v of - all supicipal

Lareas was mwmplm'cd A eeonumic Sowdown and

reduction of U.S. wilitiry expenditures beginning in

“the late 1960°s browglt um-mpiu\luunt in Bangkok-up
o .ﬂmul H00.000 workers—~appros
ise aver 1968, The llnmlwr.|m.mutm¥ o loss thiin

15 of the comtry’s lotal labor furcvnf 17 million, but -
it n‘prcsvntul a e of whout 3% to 6%
“workers and about 8%

ately w fouriold

Ill('

10 9% uf the \mrI\c

The hl].lll"-l mu(l('nu' y

of .1ll urhan
dn-the.”

Bangkok ‘metropolitan arca.. By mid-1972; F fvorable

wc!nr lllIdl‘l‘(‘l‘l[)l()\‘mc!ll is cammon m the k(-n'lt'("

Wl sectors. : . g
“Fhere s very little: datit .w.ul.ihl(‘ on’ \‘a;.m .uul

s.]l.mvs in" lll.nl.md Onlv .ﬂmui 185 of thc uurL

“export - demands” had - foreed the unemployinent rate
-~ buzk towards traditional levels: la l!wnon.ngnmlltm:nl :

fora professional pemson (Figire21). A 1971 N

- Professional :

manufacturing mdu-.lrws throughoitt the  countey,
including sakuried Jemployees, averaged 3419 balt
(USS0.:7) vqui\.llcul to about US833 per month. n

1970, hourly wage rates for 248 Sour week i Bamghok
and Thon - Bur “ranged from 3.2 20 huht (USS() 16) for:

an uiskilled mamial worker to $4.20 haht (USS$4:21)
National
Ocrupational \\’.n;.c Sumple Sum,\' vmcnm. pn\'-uo

* FIGURE “Z3 "‘ourly wnge rctes for. a 48-houf weel:

longkok, 1970 \ou)

BOUKLY WAGE: RATE

L : o tn U8

TYPE OF WORKER L An ekl dollars
Manual nunnu;wr\’lmt,\' L R o
Unskilled, . Lo U3.2055,20 0 0L 18-0. 28
Semiskilled : 3,60-7.80 . 0.23-0.39

D Skilted i el 840910200 6,32-0.53

_'.'s.uo-u,so' 059

- Manunl leaders : 0.8
Foremen. ... s 1.00-13,20 - - 0,20-0.6¢
'-‘.uporinwndpn!s CU 4L 00-14.80 - 0:23-0.74 ¢
Clerieal . L 4.80-14,80, < 0.29-0, 74"
Subp2ofessional - 12.80-20.80 .- 0.64~1.04
. 90421

. 18.00-84,20

£
*
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setor ml.nb!lsllmr‘uts vmplnvm;, 30 ormore vlnp]m ves
showed that the average daily: wagie rate Tor Jaborers
““doinig comparabile worl in dilferent types of industrics
mn;,(-d from'8 e
pay somewhat less th.m theabove dverage whibe banger
© it lended to: p.:v m(m-. AT1970 survey of. 4() e

5 bairt. The smalier fiems tended to

“Tinm shiswed thul, on the average, llwhunr]\ \\.1;,(- for
aborers was 170 Baht. or the equivalent of the daily

wage b -firins of less ‘than 50 employees. Skillél
Juborers. generlly receice from two to four times as

much as unskilled laborens: Findings of & government .

Csarvey of the. money w; wres earmed by “some 3,000
_’tmsLllle(l \wtkur\ in the mictropolitan- area during
September 1972 revealed that tully 65%: o0the samphe
“peceived ess th.m 30 hahi (US$22.30) per mnn!ll andl.
that 615 wese forcedto btrow money tomake np
Cpup between their warges anel - theie - expenditines,
‘I)t\cmm ation against \umlcn ¥ m(lvspn-.ul Qs
Cexemplificd by the practice of - weaving Taclory
osurveyed wlicre th tarting pay formen was 10bahi
day- und for women § balit - day, . Regional
it the: incomis of: workees with- identical
chy as mug.h as 70 i 1968 ihe UveRge
Smonthly earnings were 0 baht inthe Northeast
Region and 600" beht_in-the South: Region: Tn-Jarge
measuee,” these anomalies are altribotable (1o - the

: v.ll.nml nuluinu‘(l ‘discretion enjoyed by the clllpinwr. :
Cin fi lu;, wiges .lml to l]u- abse nee of m[lum(l.nl Lubior

llllll"I\
“ Fringe lacno[sls

“CAlthowgh’ ot - nhht.alor_\f.,ll i customary’. for“an
“employer to grint his’ employvees
sabealated 10 equal Trmontl's basic pay

v batt i some

firms  further (Il“('f(‘!lll.ll(‘(l h\' the amount of - total
profits, by type of \\url.x-r or-hy. length of serviee: "

'Mlcml.uu:(- bonuses 1o reduce Cabsentecisim care

“commuon iy small prvade-Ginns, Afew: firms pay cost-,
mainly “ta énuble cmplm(c\

- of-Tiving sllowance
Cworkiog away from llmr B
second. domicile, The - most
supplemental_payment, howeve;

“area to-maintain

- family housing-of some sorl.” Facilitics vary with size

and Tocation. of the firm but more wften than not.
“consist of 4 cornygated tin shed or (-umpumbl\ madest -
.ummnuuiulmn. Food stipplicd by the plant i is isuully

atlow cost to the eniployee but in itsel( iy’ dsually
dietarily
contingericies as cost of tools, work-related) hardships,
Covuid number: uf depe ndcrlls are. not. \\ulcl\' granted,
 ~.:1|11‘:|:;.|; one . or mmlher may- be pmwdml I)\'

”pnm‘ with the'é

HONENiS

'mplcnwnliu;, I).wic w.u,vé ire fait!\'_
'_'uummm in the nogagricultural sector, but their scope
“and. kind D vary ummlvml..\ amongcnployen, ..

arond - honus,

videspread forms. of -
s care housing, food,”
and truispimtation. Even small limts generally provide:

professia

ifficient: Supplemesitul payments for such |
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particulur firm, Oady a foew ol the minst - progressive
firs (nostly the Soridgn and modeen Thai entesprises)
provide stich social - seenrity benefits oy family
allowunees, overtime und. severanee pay; and
rlireaent . pemions.. Some of these benefits, such as
overlime and:severance pay. are legally required-hut
are- generally ignored.. Although Thailund - has hid
workinen’s campensation I(';,lsl.ntmu for some time,
the failure ol-many smaller companies to observe the
Liwind of the govermment to caloree it has worked in
effedt 1o nullilly it for most workens. Only a few private

ficms have established pension and. health-insurance
p].ms.

Simitarly; st healtli and safety regulations
havi |1u'u ulstum.m!\ n.,uurul t- tllv abvious

-detrinent of the well-heing of the worker..

Working, umdllmm in most-Thai entéeprises are

andl some karge private firms.- Wamen and children

vnder the legal “minimuzm: fige of 12 can be Found.
doing ||c.nv ~and “dangernis work despite legal:

provisions mlc,udl-d o proteet. their-interests. Saféty

~and health provisions are gericrally inadeguate or

L‘mupldvh’ Lackiig. Frequent Violations of hiealth und
safety foguilutions for worke

ontsicle  the  Bangkok-Thon ~ Buri sine

simplest - measares “to pmmull- favorable” \\mLmk

conditions is {requent and ‘must be ascribed to s lack
i social, responsibility on the pist of the employér. -
“weirk enforcement. activilies by the govenment, and -
" luck of pressire. from liwcmp]u\ccs \\lwoflen ure uot
Cawive of their legal rghts. S
\\'umvu comprise ahout 485 of the lot.ll w t)rl force
: .md are heavily concentrated in the s q.,ncullur.nl seetor,’
- Women work “alongside their hashands in- the rice
liekds s -anpaid f.mulv workem, - outnamber men in

Mnrl\m;. the nets in 6 |llll]. areas, andd carry.on most of

the village h.mdu.mfl upt'mlwm Sincée tmdmun.ll
< restraints on female activity sill - prevalent in some

countries. never-heive - been - part.of Thai “culare,

womenhave developed a high: degree of sociability -
and u capubhility (o relate to all kinds of pesple i in all -
sorls “of “sitautions in’ thé workd of ‘Work: angd- Iu'n(c‘
‘oteupy places of importance in the business world in
I positions.:

al,” udmuustmll\c. .uld dle
re reported 1o be s numers

Women’ as men in the

“conditinns. Dr.-.pne Icg.ll rcslrwlmns ‘g uml the
: pmt.tlw mahy. \mmcn mg.lg(' in III]JII wark, u\uu"\",
: .nt 1o oalm p.w R

u-plmn of ).u\’crllllwul establishments.

are duv targely 1o the
“unwillinggioss of cmp]uu-n to asame . the -costof
Cimplementing these fegulations.. Inspections of pYants
e hargely.
ng, - Ins mcr.l] inattention o even the o

X On lllc ulhu ll.ul(l Women ari: mm('hnw{
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I spite of regulations sgainat chibd Libor., thie most
reeent being the Jaw of 16 April 1972, which in fact
identifies a few specific ovcupations. considered safle
Fiar chilelren between the ages of 12-13, the practice of
pulting childeen to work as cardy us age 5 is widespread
thraughont the conntry. The practice is prevalent both
itrarad areas: where boys work in the ficlds and gids in
vazious home industres, such as weaving, and in the
cities, where children work in he Fictories at simple
repetitive tasks and in the streets at hawking,

b. Labor law and practice

Until- 1972, tmditional laisser-Faire coneepls and
deep-seated goseriment suspicions of as onganiz-
tions had successfully blocked ~ the systemalic
developinemt of madern labor legislation. As already
indieated, most existing regalations to contrl wi nrkuu,
and weifare conditions in the Buetorics—cmbodicd
sainly in'a deerer of 20 December 1938—generally
hare been overdooked excepl in g few modem
establisliments in - Bunigkok, and modt Timge benefits
are g-\mtml us o gratuity front nanagement, A Taw
passed recopiizing the riglts. of labor 1o
nr;::ml/( wits abrogated after 1 year in the wake of o
profiferation ol wnions and o wave ol strikes.
slowdowns, and lockouts: Subsequently. warkers were
echetant to become identified as leiders or spokesmen
in luboramatagement dn.u.r(*mm-nls Ohservers noted
that “employee distrsst of “employers -impeded
negoliations in n .lrl_\‘ every Case where the Settlement
of Disputes Act ol 1965, now repealed, wits invoked.
Neither side requestéd government mediation il
disputes were already - bevond compromise; with the
resudte that - stetkes were: fn-quuut Against - this
backgronnd .o comprehensive Pabir Relations Act,
piissed on 16 \l.nwh 1972 and subsequently. gradually

effected thrmgh s series of implementation acts, has

represented < wn Cimportant stép e toward Faisie
sl.mdards of workingz condilions for the laboring (,Lm. )

Among the most important features of the act was -

~the establishment “of o minionun wage at 12 baht

~{US$0.60) w day and 3I" baht (USS15.60) a manth.:
elfective 17 Aprit 1973 for about 100,000 workers in .

“the Bangkok “wrea, o addition. ther - weee

: mldcr\l.umhnp that efforts would be madé to increase
wage to 13 baht in 1974 and to
extend. the minimutn. w. Age Lo other areas dwsing that
-year, - Asecond Cmeasure. reqiires that firms in the
“Bangkok-Thon: Buri arca with 20 or more (-mplo\'(«'\‘

“the minimum. daily.y

begin to contribute as of | January 1974 i average of

paid” ln L‘Ilgllll(' : ('tllplou

Ao
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Comniittec—anothes “major component of the
vt labor refations. code—was et np to*hear
complaints from enploves and emplovees and 10
arbitrie strikes, The initial efficacy of this function
was signaled by the marked reduction of wildeat
strikes during 1972 as compared with- the - previous

car. Obviowly: correlated to the rapid coaleseence of
slwngllx of the newly sanetioned  lubor union
movement, hiwever. the nanbier of strikes increased
from only one churing the first halfof 19730011 during
the perind of 30 Jund 10 13 August 1973, Phere is fittle
doubi that the siccess of these fegisltive mesisuges, as
well as others, is predicated on the degree to which the
evolution of the umion movement meshes witly overall
sacial and palitical goals, -

c. lahor and management

During the Lite 19605, a wamber of informal labos
ogganizations had taken shape smong rice mill,
transporl, and milway workers with some degree of
wleration by and  even  assistance from the
overnment, and a wuimbes of other largedy
eadergronnd associations of kdorens undoubtedly
existed, During this periad. the most iufluential foree
promoting labor interests was the Bangkok office of
the Brotherhood of - Asian “T'rade  Unjonists. which
reportedly was able 0 wield -some pressire in - the
developiment of the series of labor kawy' fivally passec
in 1972, The new Labor Relations Act authorized the
establishment ol Towil workers™ *“associations.” which
in many ways are similar to Westernsstyle nnious,
except, that they “uré” forbidden™ to federate at- the
national levél. -Moreover, the act makes ne provision
for collective I).ltp.mun;, but compels both emplovers
anc emplovees "0 go before” the Tabor Rl!.nlmm
Comuiittee to have their gricvinces aibitrated. This
committee is composied of o chairman and from five 1o

- nine lll(‘lllh(ﬁ norinuted by the Minister of Interior;

at - Jeast” one niember rcprmvn!\ the interests . qf

: cmplmccs and-one the intevests of cmplm oIS, .
a totalof 17 ('l‘np]h\(‘l‘ﬁ
“assochitions had r\ghlmd in accordance’ with - the -
- requivements of “the new  laws;
claimed a total of 10000 members. From anatvsis of :
~their carly. posture, i€ was apparent-that the leaders of -+

As of 1] August 1973,

all “together,  thev

the newly Jegitimized and rapidly maltipbyving |.a|mr

associations preferred (o concentrate’ on building an .
independent power hase. stressing . recruitinent - and

o \\urkcr education; and to give higher priority to better

- working conditions than to wage increases. However, - .
0.6 of payroll to a- workman's compensation und -
“anel-that on that dule dishursements from the fand be
A Labor - Relutions

pressures frum member\ to confront the govemment
ever the.issue of higher « wage

nd unease over reports”
_of an-underground ‘labor group and over a rash of




umfmnl.llt()n \\Illl llm ;.,m'('mm('rlt
Managoment in Thailand § is not ongganized to deal
with Jubor, A nimbrer of business groups, sich as the
Thai- Baard of Trade. e Thai Chambier of
Comnerce, and the Chinese Chammber of Commerce;
have traditionally  concerned T themselves with -
governmienl . restrictions,” Gaxation, . export  quolas,
import <uties; und tade aegotiations, but fiot with”
Libor relietions. In the absenee of lubor organi .l!mn(
andd an ostablished system ‘ol inctustrial relations, most.
firms: ave dealt mlh labor on"an individual basis,
Althaugh employen” associations are .|[\n authorized
uneler the wew Luber Relation -Acl W organize along
thie samne lines as employees, o applications had heen
filed s, of-mid-1973. A that jubicture lhc Thaikind
Mangemenl : Association “uppearéd  to- be the -
c!c.mn;.lmmu and - point_of referenve far what ‘was
‘undoubtedly an - increasing interest on “the partof

businessmen i the: org: mu.ulum.l! .It'h\llll'\ nf\

employees,
5. Sucrll wclfaw (C)

M2 Thai lwc in ol areus and cam \Il"l&‘ll.‘!ll-
dincome from -furnsivg theie own Jand o obtain_the
essentiady of food, clothing and shelter, amd often o

. purchisse. sonie Imum'.h._ Theirapid pace of cconomic -
devalopment in the post-Wordd War il periodand the

expansion “of “public: services  have “prevented  the
eaergence of strong_social or - cconomie. grievances
amorgs most- of - the “papulation. . Although - the
'N)\'crlllllt‘lll hm initiited et sacial: wellure

_progeams hused on Westérn concepts, the family, with
K |

some assistance: fromBirddhist | .md othes pm'zlc

sibilities for te cire of its sick, eldery, orphatied, of -
sunemploved - members, - Siiwe “the Seady T 1960,
however, the g(:\'l'rmllcnt has become concerned with
the  huck - of . ccononiic “and ‘social pmj.,n\s i areus
autside. of central Thailand ‘which are potential or
“uctual Girgets for. Communist controlled insurgencies,

sind it dus moved (o improve living conditions in the *

nurlhc.n-.l. anid. o & lesser extent. i the north and i
‘the \tmlhcm pen

,}mu\mg aned lmemplnvmcnl pmbh-n . Although the

govemment - has: Nnharlwd Can a few Tprojects to
“impnive: public facilities in:this drea. top prority has ;.

~ heen given to suciaecon tlcmlupnwnt programs in’
the rural: regions.

Sucial l)uclnplm-nl Pl (I%I-bﬁ) pmvulu(l an

- graups, Buddhist fay

7

(!f},.lllll.lllq)l}.\, ||.1\ retained ils lru(lllmn.xl rcsplm- ‘\, i

_ he rapid growth of the
V"B.Ill;,kllk-”l()ll Bun mtlmpnlil.m areahas strined
‘existing welfare., services. there Tand - éreated  some

Fhe’ Fiet '\I ationul Economic and .
: "\\hith .lllcrmlc l]ll‘ \'illugcn Lu)nomlc n,'l.lul.ltml
‘v\llm.ﬂcd ﬂl) . nf |ls flluds fnr c(lmmumt\' fndﬁhm_ L

APPROVED FOR RELEASE: 2009/06/16: CIA-RDP01-00707R000200090028-6

anel social welfare programs, and about 185 of the

tolal outhay ol the Second National Economic and -

Sociul Development. Plan (1967-71) was carmarked
the sime way.

Welfare " responsibilities - are dlsmlmlvd anong
several govermmental dcp.ulnwuts but the principal
agrey is the Department of Public Welfire within the
Ministry of “Interior:. Othet . governmental - hodies
involved inwelfare or development progeams include

thesMinistries of Pablic Health aiid of Educition aod-
~the_amicd forees. Priviler onganizations \\']udl nl[vr}

medieal sind wellare servieesinelude Chiistian mission
nizations, eivie hodies. and
mubiial ussistanee societios. The government provides
financial“ support for “many  of “these private
rganizations, some-of which; like the Thai Red Cross
Society, are semiolficinl bodies ulr'mustcn-tl ;mnll\' by
‘Thai officials-und. philanthiopic private citizeis, The
Coimeil. of - Socind . Wellare: ‘serves s the: centeal
coordinativg body for public and welfure activitie

1968t had mellllu'r\lupul' 167 orginizations, 157 of.
which were private sind the: remiindir public.

Sinee World War I the government has instituted

“social L seenndty’ progriinss which -provide - pensions;

survivor l)cm-flt\, and ‘unemployinent insneunee for
sireer eivil servants, pcmnmcl of the armed: (orees,

'.md other employees of the government. Regulations
dustrial lahiirers
“Uhave been enacted Cinthe postwar. years bt

i unpleuwntvd on an extreimely small seale, '

governing. working conditions for

“The dovclopmun of msl:ln!nmal eare for the nvod\'

s government - lietion has Jagged behind the
establishment” of modern medical and |)u|)||c fiealth -
e .

ilitics. In 1968 the Depurtment of Public Wi
operated- the” ful]o\\lm., institutions: 12 ‘sephaniges;

thrcc homes for the aged, with one under construction:
ane institution for the disabled: ane rehabilitation and-

residence - facility’ for destitute adults; two homes for
the treatment and. rehabilitation of prostitutes: and

two rehabilitation: ccnlcrs tor opivm addicts. 0 <
< The government “has “achieved . sonie’ suctess i |
‘mt'u!crhiziug rural communitics whiel have lagged fur
behind the pice of sacial und economic development: |
“fonnd in" Bungkok .md Jits” “subughs. However,
_unplcmculnunn of “progrims. - designed to pnt\cul
rinul - staghation from : hecoming u . awajor seurce of 70
inentiy in tho overall modemizition: of the kingdom,.
“has Leen - hindered by Cpoor - .ulmmlﬁlmhuu and
.m.ulcquule mlonlopartmcnldl coordination; shortages
“of funds and technically competent personnel, and the

often’ palronizing attitide of “government. offici I

g
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contains swhout onc-third of tie pation's pepulation,
There, ceonomie and sucial developinent -has been
impeded by poor soil.an mnreliable water supply, un
insufficicney of irrigation facilitics, inacequate ronds
and commuuications. and a shortage of heahth and
educational Tadilitics. The goveriment bad generally
ignored the hill tribes in the wountainous noth wutil
1939, when it prohibited spiwm poppy cultivation,
their traditional livelihood. aud mneved to stog slash-
and-burn agrcaltueal practices which were destroying
significsnt areas of forest. These actiony exacerbated
traditional antipathies Hetween the hifl peoples aud
thase of the lowlnd, aml the Meo and other tibes
have Deen altracted to Communist-controlled
insnrgencies in increasing numbees,  Awother
ceonomiclly hackward area s the predominantly:
Muslim-popubited arca hielow the Lsthmius of K
Both the civilizoy ministries and the military operate
several, sometities overupping progeims in el
developmient, but the wmost important incuide
cammunity development, a majorturget of the Secoid
Development Plan: the militany's Mobile Develop-
ment Units; the eivie action functions of Border Patrol
Police; and the Acceleraled Rumal. Development
progeran; Al reeeive’ substantial wid from Use United
States. “The conmnnity developiment prograros seek to
mohilize local reseurees to improve:living conditions
through smiall-seale, cooperative projects as well- as
training ~in vocational skills and leadership, to
strenglhen Tocal sélf-govemment; and to ‘improve
comiuinications. hetween: villagen and governme ut
officials. Progsess in‘establishing such prograns at the
village level has beenstow, The mobile development
units are supervised by the “Thai- Nationad Seeurity
Comniand and consist primaily of army” perounel.
Each unit lias aboit 120 members and is responsible
fnr "hlllLll(.llllI}, a wide rnge of dvie aetion projects,
suclt ns health education. wgdciltiiral nproveient,
and public works, in an area that usually civen-thiee
or more districts with approsimately 100 villages, The
miobile dov clopment units bave been effective in their
initial programs. bt in ’ufh sent Tunals imd pe-nunnc]
Chave resudled i defliciencies i following . up . or
maintaibing v ished programs and laci

in” building - and “operating schoels, - snaflscale
construction” projects;” medical _aid, “and the
dissemination ol improved agricaltural “lechnigues:

The Aceelerated Rurel Develupment program. which -

\hl\ banclied in- 1964, is the fargest joint U, i

Cassanbt o on undcrdculnpmcnl in _areas where'
'.vvulncmlulll‘v to’ insurgency s gro.;tmt._“'urlnng :

“through the proviricial administration. resources are

Bangkok:  although inany  continue -theie Jactivi

ties: The
Border Patrol Police have licen active in remote areas’
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ultimately to be allotted o meel a wide range of aoal
needs. but in the first years of the program the
cmpliasis has been on road constraction aid
waterworks,

6, Sociusl prablems (U/0U)

Crme d juvenile delinqueney have  beeome
major social problems. in Bangkok and othee urhan
conters during the past three deeades and especially
sinee the end of World War 1l The incidence of erinme
i Bangkok und throughout Thailand is comparable
with other cities and countgies in Southeast Asizi, but it
is-nat as high'as inthe United States and the Western,
world, Tared to il areas by aspitations for a higher
level of living, migemls Tran el Thailand dnstead
often finel rio work or only marginal employment. At
the samé time, they are confronted with ahigher cost
of Tiving sl are nsually Toreed 1o live in overcrowded
squalidd slum quarters. No touger surroimded by the
traditional” contsol of the Tamily, migmnts often
beenme rootless persons who resort to petty thicvery
atd robbery to subsist.

The most provalent crimes in Bangkok and
throaghout Thailand are robbery, haeglary, wssandt.,
handitry on the highwiys, and cattle antling. The
incidence of theft, wbbery, uad crimes of violence is
highest anmong lower class residents of arban areas.
Petty thievery from stores and homes is - connmon
offense committed by juvenile delinquents, Armed
rohbery staged by stabl gangs in bhoth urban and raral
areas is not infrequent,

Prostitution, long acvepled in traditional Thai
sociely, wis outliwed by the government io 1960,

“pritarily to create aomore favorable inipression on

forcigners in the country and at the recommendation
of the specialized agencies of the United Nations. As »
resalt; “prostitutes aee \cldmu seen-on” the. streets nf

covertly, ofteiwith the connivance of bribed offisials,
Muost prostitites are girs fron funs areas lired o the

" cities by Thai and Chinese procurers with promises of-

(-mpluuncnl education, or marsage. The Law for the
Suppression ol Prostitution ke pmu:mmcnt for

tiondd - pureses p(‘ll.l' alfense and provides for
court commitinenl of - prostitutes to “special hotes
under n!'fwml jumdulum of pn\'.\lc sucl.tl wnwc.'

agencics.

Among, middle and upper class groups, - the

consamption of - imported “alcoholic . beverages has
increased s

nd pu!xlw

v Workd \War 11 Tn roral drcas, oy tll\"
o made ried whiskey- is sometimes d rutk; ‘Aleoholism iy -
‘nol i setious sm-ul prablem,” however,
drunkenness is not often observed, The r

ively fow?."
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FIGURE 22, Opium smoker in a
Bangkok den {C)

alcoholics o Tlailand generally belong ta arbun
utiddie and apper class segments of soviety,

Adidiction to narcotics has fong hoen widespread.,
anck - 1971 there wore an estinided 30000 to
SO addicts. Opiam smokine is the principal
aeddliction and is practiced citherin private homes o in
oyt dens rim By Chinese propricton, although tie
sale and smoking of opium i illegal e Thailand
{(Figere 23),

The Opivm Simoking Act. emacted in 1939, provides
eriminad penaltios for the sule of apivn-other an for
medical purposes and the commitment of addicts 1o
hewpitals and special elinies for sehabifitation, There
has been highly publicized acconnts of perisclie pulice
seizure of opium and the asrest, and even execution, of
apione sargedens, Thai enforcement offorts liave
disrupted the movement of opitim by caravan from
Burma into Thailad and by trawder from ‘Uhaitand to
intensitionsl markets, owever, opium: sumggeling
withiue Thailand is Gacilitated by Lotly the dilTieulty in
patrolling Thailaad's bong: border with: Burase o the
Fregquent connivance of low-level “Thai officials in the
illegal truffie,

E. Religion (U/0U)

Theravada (Hisayana) Buddhism, the siie

refigion. governs the daily lives of mast af the Thai-

people and pls o keéy role i mraintaining . national
sulidurity and dentity: Boing  Thai ofic: in coquintind

CIA-RDP01-00707R000200090028-6

with being o Budithist, and Ui nation has been
deseribed as the “Lind of vellow mobes,” 3 teetaphor
sfluding to the great nnber of novices and munks,
atieed i saffron-colored  vobes. who {nhiahit the
conntry, dnstruction in the precepts of Buddbism is
sandatory in all state suppored sehouls, oxeept for
these which serve Muslion commanities, where bogal
offivials may opt for its onission, Buaddiist coremonics
almost fiwvariabidy attesd eivie holickavs andd other
public observances, Besides marking such  nmjor
pewsonal events as bitth, warrage, and deatdh,
Buddhist rites customarily wre performed. in
conjunction with such vuried oveasions as the brea ing
of gronnd for a house, the installation of new Faclory
vauipmeat, and the innguration of 2 bowling alley,
Mt buildings, whether they be private lomes,
workplaces, or public (acilities, are cquipped with s
Baeclelliist ziltar, which normadly is fowiled indoues, and
with a small spirit hoose (Figure 233, which usially is
clevated on i pedestal outside the main ent ranceway,
According 1o prelintinary results of (he 1970 comns,
approxinately: 935 of the popalation wclheres I
Buddhisim. There exists, however, « cleavage aniong
Buddhists, as the Chinese,. Vietnamese, am! Mon-
Khmir minorities profess the Mabuyana rather than
the. Hinayuia school of the faith, Adding to the
doctenal - distinctions. of the 1wo Buddhist com-
mumitics, the religious practices of the Chinese
enthrace Confucian social ethics, Taoist supernatum
ism. and the vénemtion of ancestors, The Chinese,

3
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‘FIGURE -23, Spirit houses for:sale in Bangkok, At these
ornate minlature shrines, housekeepers- propitiate .ipirlts
belleved to inhabit @ varety of natural objects. {U/OU}

who worship in soparate temples (Fignre 240). attach
far less fmporlance to organized religion and theology
than do the Thai.

Muslims compiise nearly 456 of the population and
are concentraied in the Jour soulliem provinees
borderng on Miilaysia. Most Mustin, who prictice a
diluted Torin of tskam, display Hitde iiterest i Thai
education, spesk Malay, and are culturally oriented
toward Maluvsin, ‘Over the years, Nhuslim leaders
generally have resisted cfforts by Thui regimes
achieving the enttam) and political assimilation of the
Islamie believers; actonunodating to this resistince,
the government has granted Mushims speeial

cousideraticn with respeet Lo religions observanees,

Taw, and education. . )

The bulk of the remaining inhabitants, camukitives
ly accounting for fess-than 1% “of the population,
profess Chiristizin failhs. areanimists; orare acdherents:
of Hinduism or Sikhisat. The Christians-are Jocated

“

teft of the entranceway. jou;

CIA-RDP01-00707R000200090028-6

principally o the greater Bungkok wrea. in the larger
castern comananitics, sind in the northern provinces of
Chiang Mai stndd Chiang Rai. Roman Catholies, who
totaded  whout 130,000 during the cardy 19707,
outnunther Preizstints by soughly 3 1o 1. Catholicism
and Protestant *m alike have wan couverts wnonie the
“Thai. Chinese. i *ribespeople in the north, bat only
Catholicism b made inroads amony the Viethamese
of eastern Thailinsd, Although some of theis number
alse have embraced Buddhism, most of the
tribespéople have remained animists,

Notwithstanding the predominance of Buddhism.
the matiomal Censtitution  guarntees freedom of
worship, While the document speeifies thal the King
he - Buddhist, he is required Lo serve as pmolector of all
faiths. Religions tolenmce is aditional. and Christian
missionaries in the past have formed close
relationships with “Fhai Kings. o fact, Christian
edueationa) and  humanitudan institutions  have
imfluenced the Thai. the cite in particular. to a degree
not adegately measured in derms of converts. The
lack of serious friction among peesons of differing
faiths. however, can be aseribed at teast in part to the
strong hold which Buddhism has maintained oves the
people: with the exception of an insignificant
minosity, e Thai bave remained impervious Lo
proselytizing by non:Buddhist.

To the lypical Thai Buddhist, the interrelated
coneepts of reincarztion and merit provide a mwans

FIGURE 24. Chinese Buddhist temple; Decorated ‘with

“dedgons, p!‘uques,fond Inscriptions,® the temple’ Is fre-

quented moinly during fixed religlous observatices; ot
other times, the resident monks ore consulted only during
times ‘of ‘misfortune. ‘A small . splrir house stands- to- the
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for interpreting life and a standard for gaiding
personal behavior The present life is reggarded merely
as a trnsitional phuse in the individual's progress
toward Nirvana, where all worldly  desines und
pleasures,  whether material or physical, are
eliminaded. 1Uis believed that the prospect fora better
life in the nest incamation is eabanced by ““muking
merit” (tham bum), one of the most frequently ullered
phrases in the nation. Nerit can he acquired through a
vardety of means, notably by giving alms 1o membens
of the clergy (Figure 25) and througli exemplury
personal hehavior. A generous measure of merit is
bedieved 1o acerue to familis having sons ordained in
the monklivod, Membenhip in the clergy (senghi),
morcover, is regarded us man'’s sirest path toward
Nirvana. Although. there would appear to be Jess
incentive, or opportunity, for the Tormution of
orgatizions for femule Buddhists, the more devoul
women. beeome nuns so as to place themselves under
greater mozal and spiritual discipline tan is possible
in a seenlir environment, 1 the lte 1960's there were
mr estimated 250,000 to 280,000 male religious, at
least one-third of them novices: this compared with
aboul 30,000 nuns, most of them concentrated in the
cities. Lesser amounts of merit acerue to those who are
charitable ta the poor, listen to sermons, recite the
seriptures, wonship regulurly, or gild Buddha images,

A .

FIGURE - 25. Novices “aceepting . food from “a- villager. .
When': recciving - 'an. offering; the male.. religlovs ‘must.
avold 1ouching: & woman, even: his own mother. In rural .
districts,” the ‘cellbates: are almost totally dependent on -
almsgivers for their systenance: (U/OU) i o0

Traditionally, Thai kings have acquired merit by
sponsaring the construction and renovation of wats.
Wealth, prestige, and good health are considered
rewards for individuals whoe altain mesit,

Among the Buddhist peasantey, the faith s
inlermixed  with numerous animistic beliefs and
practices which, perhaps because they complement
Buddhist teachings, are condimed by the clergy.
Villugers typically believe in nature spirits, ghosts, and
soreerers who are totally capricious and waally bring
misfortime. While these mystical. magical forces sre
believed to have no influence over incamation or
pensonal fortune, they are thought 1o be capable of
disrupling the statas que, 2 development that can he
avoided by propitiating the spirits through a yecitation
of tneantations and the wearing of wmulels. or by
receiving blessings from monks, “The peasant has no
abiding faith in individual spirits; rather, the animistic
practices either are adaplec or replaced so as to better
cope with changing sitiations.

Huving heen exposed to Western philosophical and
scientific thought for more than o century. cerlain
educated members of wihan socicty have eritically
examined the precepts and practices of Buddhismg as
result, some among their number have come lo
challenge Budddhist beliefs, while others have
reaffirmed their faith. Atitides concerning Buddhist

teachings among indivicuals in the former group

range from skeplical indifference 0 complete
disbelief. Persons ‘in the lutter group, on- the other
hand, have g mered support for Budidhist belicfs and

“teachings, stripping lrom Buddhism- the accumilation

of centariessald superstitions through the application
of scientific tests and logic. Nonetheless, the overall
influence of the Buddhist clergy gmdually has
declined throughout the wation, a trend that appear,
to have attended the expansion in public education.

By means of the administrative assistmice and
substantial financial aid” whicli it furnishes to the
sanghha; the Departtment of Religions Affairs, an
entity of the Ministry 'of Education, exercisés some
control over the onganizational structure of the faith,
Headeéd by o supreme patriarch, the well onganized
sangkha has several echelons of anthority correspond-
ing to the mationil political subdivisions. The suprenye
patriarehi is selected by thie King from among embers
of the clémy's national coundil of elders. At the local
fevel. the temgle abbot is the ranking authority of the
sangkha. At all levels, officials of the Department of

Beligions Aflfains serve’ as comnterparts o singkha
~ administrators.

-l tersins of its membership, the sangkha is the
mation’s” Lirngest nengovernmental organization. At
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some point in their lives, most Buddhist men serve in
the clergy, useally as noviees, abthough mauy
eventually are ordained aud reanin in Ure sangkha for
long, pedods, perhaps w Llifelime. The sangkla, a
spiritnad brotherhood, is apelitical in its inlent and:
program:  frequontly, however, it assists i the
implementation of goveenmental  objectives. lay
leadters 2t the madionat level eall upon members of the
sangkha W participate in state ceremanies, direet the
ethical formation of children, upgrade  public
moradity. und assist in the preservation of national
mity. In conjunction with o progran of e
Department of Religions Afluirs, since the mid-1960°s
missionary monks (Figare 26) have bren dispatehed to
remote rural  distriets, where, in addition o
proselvtizing, they conduet literaey  training and
engage in certain commuity development activities,
Noncthieless, the conservatism and inlense prescenpi-
fion with spiritual mallers which chareterize the
clergy generally have precluded its deeper involve-
ment in temporal affais.

FIGURE. 26, Missionary monk among Meo. dilicien,
Seeking to uproot tribal superstitions and implant Buddhist
ideals, the monk, who Is fluent in' the tibal fongue,
undertock  his mission voluntarily. Other monks’ work
among the Karen, Yao, Lisu, and Akha. (U/OU)
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FIGURE 27. Planof a village wal. The layout and type of
struciures are typical of those prevalling in moderately
prosperous rural coramunities. {U/OU)

Even the most humble of villages hos a Buddhist
tetuple. bt irrespeetive of locality, most believers
have aceess to u et (Figare 27). an enclosed
compound embracing several structures. including a
bot (temple Tor the monks), « giftera (temple for lay
worshipperst, a safa {pavilion-styled rest honse), and

“onte or more chedi o stupa (memorials to- Buddha,

oftentimes enclosing vaults for the storage of religious
relies). Bangkok hias neacly 400 wats, many of which
contain ornate temples and numerous resplendent
halls. pagodas. and pavilions, theie precinets filled
with hundreds of Buddha images and  demon

gatekvepers. Fewer than 15 of the nation’s 24,000

‘temples are royul establishments, built and
maintained by the crown. The miajority are supported
voluntasily by the Eithful. many of whom regedarly
contribute as much as one-tenth of their income for
the puspose (Figare 28),

In vilkyges having a wad, the facility is the nerve
center of community life. Indicative of the wide array
of activities, both scenlir wnid feligions, carried out

-within its confines, it has been observed that the wat

SOIVES oS

. . . a meeting place where news amd gossip- are
exchanged, a counselling center, a hospital, 2 school
for- religious trainitng, a' community chest and store-
voom, @ frec hotel, a news ageney Jor the district
officé, a charity cinployer, a bank, the dock, a sports
center, the morgue, the poorhouse, a landlord, a home
for the aged, a reliable water reservoly,” an asylum for
the psychotic, a music school, and & refuge for crim-
inals.
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the most sacred Buddhi
three times o year. (U/OV)

imege in Thallond. The Buddho's robes are chonged ceremoniowly by the king

temples, such os the ‘one deplcted within the waf a3 Ban Sop Rauk, ore
dmple structures. (C)

FIGURE 28. Representative wals.
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In the.cities, where governmental and private sceular
institutions play a mure active part in allending to the
welfare and other social needs of the people, the
activitics of the wat are more closely confined to the
reakm of religion,

F. Education (U/OU)

In traditionad ‘Thai society litthe demand for fonmal
schooling exisled, Such taining as was offered was
provided hy Brddhist monks in waet schools, wheree
young men reecived some leaming by memorizing or
copyitg seripture. In the latter hadf of the 19th
century, King Mongkut {(1831-6%) and King
Chualalongkorn {(1868-1310), in cfforls 10 train their
subjects to deal with Westera nations and to better
perform official tasks, hired Western instractors to
teach officials, as well as children of the rovad family.
Subsequently, other stadents were sent abroad for
advanced tmining. The initiative foc the establish-
ment ¢f a comprehensive, madern school system grew
from this beginning, engendered by the Thai dlite
who, as a result of stesidily inereasing contaets with the
West, sought to develop the kingdom into a modem
nation. Since the 1932 revolution, when politieal
power was transferred  from the nobility to the
predominantly Westem-trined. upper middle class
clement, a Westernestyle ecucation hias been vistually
indispensable for the attainment of high sotial status
and for holding public office. Moreover. as in other
traditional  Asian cultures  undergoing  gradual
socioseonomic development, the aspirations of many
lower cluss Thai for higher levels ol living and
enhanced social standing have been whetted and have
been reflected 1 o growing: popular demand -for
extensive and improved edueational facilities. Despite
a very substantial expansion in the educationul system
since the end of World War 11, the Thai Government,
confronted by increusing deniand for schooling from a
popikition growing more rapidly than the increase in
funds available for education, bas heen foreed to linit
educational development to o few key objectives
tailored to provide an adequate supply of trined
manpower for the comitry’s. ceonomice needs. As.a
result, the govemment las thus fir been wnable to
implement compulsary” pamary training, decreed in
1921; it has ulso -been hindered in its. attempts to
enlurge technical and yoeational triining by the
peristing predilection of most Thai students for the
academic-type studics that are viewed as
prerdquisite for a career in goverhment.

As educational opportunity has been expanded in
the vears since the end of World War 11, the

18.

praportion of the population age 10 and over claiming
biteruey  has rcisen, as shown in the Tollowiag
labulation:

Pencest
1937 . . 31
1947 . . . 54
1960 . 71
1970 AU . . 82

10 1970, literaey varied markedy by age and by sex.
Muales in the F0-14 age group registered the highest
level of literacy (975 ), while females uge 63 and over
registered the lowest (10%5), Ushau sesidents were far
more Jikely 1o be fitede than theis ruzal counterpasts,
Overall, the rate For 1970 ranked Thailand amenyg the
most literate nations of Asia. Lowever, hecanse sizable
numbers of Thai, particularly those in rurel areas. do
not attend schoob long caough. to acguire permanent
literaey und Decause they subsequently have little
exposure te the printed word. functional litersey is
much lower than the figure ascertained by the 1970
ceusus. The United States Information Agency has
estimated that shout 40% of the population age 10
and over are functionally literute, The remaining 125
who claimed literacy in 1970 can write their names
and sead -very simple texts, hut et aee illiterate in
the sense that reading and writing are not part of their
evervday life: many have lost much of their ability to
do cither.

The 1960 census determined that 48.1% ol the
poprilation age 23 and overs had no schooling. 12.54%
had attended but failed to complete the prisary fevel,
33.9% terminuted their schooling after finishing the
primany grades, 1.9% had some secondary sraining,
and 0.6% had postsecondary education. While data
from the 1970 census with respeet 1o educational
attainment are not yet available, they aie expected to
show both a decline in the proportion of thase withot
schooling, and an increase in the average number of
viéars of school attended.

During the 1950-70 period, enrolment at the
primany level more than doubled, as “additional
facilities were opened and as new teachers were
trained. The siearly 5.7 million childien ensolled in the
primany grades in 1970 ropresented, aceording to Thai
edicational athorities, 80% of the relevam age
group. The bulk of the students, however, were
concentrated in the Jower primary evele (Grades -4},
such students aceomnting for 84% of -total prmary
enrolleitt in 1970, Normally, most students
terminate. their formal schooling ot the end of ‘the
lower ‘primary cvele despite oficial stipulation that
the futl 7-vear primany-cyele is compulsory, In nmost
rural arcas, primary schivols offer onfy the lower cyeli:
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thus ruril childrent wishing to pursue their schooling,
must transfer o a school abso offesing the upper
primary evele Grades 3-7). Few Lamilies can afford the
additional expense of boarding their childresi at sach
schools, which are lovated mainly in ¢ities and owns,
According to Thai sources. no more than 32% of the
refeviail age group was attendling the upper pimary
cyele in 1970,

Enrollment gains lave been even more spectacular
at the level of sccondary education, which
encompasses genczl - or academic studies, technieal
eeleation, aral teacher training. Tolal encolliment in
all types of secoudury schools increased almost fivefold
between 1930 and 1970, reaching about 600,00 in the
lutter vear. The hulk of the enroliment is centered in
academie schools, Stuclents must pay fees to attend
sccondary schools, although numcrous government
scholaships of grants are available on a compelitive
basis, I 1970; about 125 of secondary school-age
childrew actually were attending a sceondary
institution; with ever increasing numbers of childien
reaching. the cefevant age annually, the government
has been hard pressed to inerease that preportion,

Beeause it has not had sufficient funds to build and
stalf schools for all its sthood-uge childeen, the Thai
Government has welcomed private endeavor in the.
educational field. Accordingly, the number of private
schools has  increased, with such institutions
accommoduting between 18% and 20%  of total
enroflment i reeent years. Most private schools are in
urban areas, and many receive some form ol
government assistance. Although seven out of every 10
private school pupils are enrolled in the primury evele,
private schools are especially important ab the level of
secondary education. In 1970, for example, private
secondary schools accounted for 485 of the total
secomddary enrollment; the proportion for primary
enrollineit wis 145 Private: fucilities also. constitvie
the bulk of preprimary institutions, which to date are
not widespread in Thailand. 3

Edueation s primarily a zesponsi
nationd government. Although the governiment is still

concerned with expinding. primiey ‘school facilities iy -

order to .ulm.u, uuupulsrm- primary tmuung,,thc

emphasis in - cducational poliey’ hus begun to’shift
tjcom!.m'
schools; und - univenities: l’uhdes concerning all levels. -
‘of the edugational system’ below the. univensities .lrev: .
forinulated by the Ministey. of Edueation in Bangkuk i
" and |mplcmcutcd by:-administrutive ‘units® on the.
“regional “and - local : levels: Beginining -in 1966, the
ad:mnmmlwn ol' primacy sclnmls lhfouglmut the ‘

toward. improvementof techinical schools

lity: of - the

"‘d\mrd & Primary Teiching Certificaté after a
pro;,mm and a Secondary. Teaching Certificate uftcrd

.'”)’mctlmds of teachmg, .md fo .
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Provincial Administetion Authority, respousible 1o
the Minister of Interinr, This change was represented
and justificd as mi attempt (o introcduee a modest
degree of decentralization into the school system, hat
in reality it has resulted in simply transflerring central
zontrod from one ministry-to another. In addition to its
role in the public schools, the Ministry of Edueation
exercises control over all private schools by preseribing
currcnlums and testbooks, as well as setting standards
for teachers. Both public and private schools are
required to provide instraction in the Thai language
and to teach civie eourses stiessing. fovally to the
comitry, Failure to do so may result in.the withholding
of official subsidies for private schools. In particular,
these stipulations have served to promote the
assimilation of Chinese youth, the majority of whom
attend non-Chzcse schools : along with Thai chitdren,
In 1967. the government banwed the establishment of
any new Chinese-language private schools, and it
increased its supervision over the 170 such schools then
existing, Chinese-lunguage schools-are allowed only at

the prisuiry level; they may use the Chinese l.mp,u.u.,c
for a maximum of 10 hours a week in the fint four

primary grades. Less haun 10% of the Chinese youth,

attend siich schools, whose quality of fnstruction
reportedly is poor.

The firsst 3 vears of seconidary  education s
stundardized for all students. Thereafter, students opt
for the: 2-year.academic streany, the 3-veaf technical

coure, or teacher triining. Beeause of its lr'.ldlll()l_!dl .

prestige and  becaiise it is a prerequisite for. most
university training, the academic streamis chiosen by
almost. niné out of every. 10 secondary students,
Despite the oxisteriee of severl good technical schaols
in: e Bangkok area which. offer: courses i such
divenified subjects. as’ business m.nugcmmt rudio
and -television, and “modern - plumibing, few Thai are
attracted. to these schools. Nornetheless, enrollment in

techiiical schools_in- 1970 {(nearly- 13,000} was more

than double tiatin 1960; .

Vhailand. has: upgr.ndc(l and c\p.m(lcd its facilitios
fnr traibing. teachers; “hut. the &upplv of quatified
teachers is still ™ 'mdcquate o mdet the dgmamls

‘imposed by - the growing student. pe pulutwn. The
“shortage is. particularly. serious. at ‘the secondary and
-univenity  levels, but: even qualified primary schaol

teachers ure in short suppf. [n 1870, the govérament
opu'ah:d 3% teacher training.schools:  these schaols

Liyear program.. Courses.for hoth certificates include
principles cof | educution, prinuplu of teaching,
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~iaclies, sciences,
or limuistics. A Bachelor of Education degree is
offered Ty the College of Education at Gusigkok, the
Faculty of Education at Chulalongkorn Univesity,
and four other universities. The program consists of 4

ceddificate, a concentration in generl

vears of study after completing academie secondary
selwol or 2 veurs i the student has o Seeondasy
Teaching Certificate. An additional2-vear progam
leading to a Master of Education degree is offered by
the College of Eduéation. in 1970, sonw 13,000
studdenty were altending teascher triining progeams in
pursuit of certification. and anather 16,600 woere
studying for a dogree in education. ‘Total carolbment
in 4970 surpassed that of any previows vear and gave
indication of concerted effort to ameliorate the teacher
shortage. Nouctheless, as of 1970 there was but one
teacher for every 34 pupils in the public schoots.,
Maoreover. perhaps as many as one-fifth of all teachers
at the prinary level in 1970 lacked certification.
Noneertified teachen are found cliieflyin rural arcas,
The deniand tor higher cducation has juereaserd
rpidly. but facilities, cespite expansion, still are
inadequate, wnd not all who seck admission to an
institution of highes learning are able to gain entrance.
In addition o higher level Budedbist institotes, the
Thai Govermment recognizes sime 13 univemitics,
colleges. and institutes as operating at the level of
higher cducation. Recognized  univenities include
Chukdengkomi, ‘Thammasart (wlso known as the
Univewmity of Moral and Political Science). Kasetsart
(Univenity: of Agricidtire). Mahidol (Univenity of
Medien] Sciences), and Silpakorn (Univenity of Fine
Arts), all in Bangkok: Chiang Mal in Chiang Mui;
Khon Kaén in Khon Kaen: wnd Prince of Songkhla in
‘Sangkhla, Abfare administeatively under the Dffice of
the Prime Minister. The < College of Edueation iu
Bangkok is operated by the Ministry of Educition.
Other schoals and instilutes considered at the level of
highercducation “carly in 1973 were the National
Tnstitaite of I)L‘\‘l‘ll![)llll'llt n\dmmzstmlum Then Bur
Techuical lustitite, Tha Seeman Techaical Snstitute,
Nonthaburi Tnstitite of Telecommunications, - the
\llllt.m ang Police Academy, and the Asian listitiite
of Techiwlogy: the only private facility in thcmu.nr\.
sMost Thai- uni\"cr'&i iesire trj.,.nu/cd on” the
I‘urnpc.m pullvm \ulh scp.tmlc autonomows faculties
for. the various genenl fields of study and
[wultv headed by one ptnfc“m as

“dean,’

" naintaining its own scholastic standards, Mtlmugh
soine '\pcmucu!almn in” teaching  methuds’ has
uccurml saceess” [or - most stidents «lcpmd\ up« T

accuinte rcpmductmn of - nwmnnvcd lectitre’ nukes
exathination. time.
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“followed.

Many coises are’ concucted in “'()rdcr “a\
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Eaglish, in part becanse of the Tack of Thai tests in
seientific and  technical fields. Undergriduate
programs i the univenitics leading to a bachelor's
degeee usnally cover 4 yeas, although some scientific
or technical subjects require 3 vean. Facilities Tor
research By gaaduste students and  professors (a
substautial minority of whom wre par-time stafl
memben) are extretnely Hmited  beeause of  the
inadequacy of library and laboratory facilities,
Chulalongkorn University. founded in 1917, is the
mast prestigioussehool in Thailand, and its bachelon’s
degree s tecognized as mecting the reguirements {or
admission to graduate wark i3 o majority of U.S
univenitios.

Although technical and  managerial skills ure
urgently needed in Tailand to direet the countr’s
ccenomie  development, most undergraduates  still

efer to follow progeims in education, medicine, the
W, atities, the socist sciences, oz the fine arts. Despite
w draumatic inerease in enrollmens at the lével of higher
education, front abont 34000 in 1967 o approsi-
mately 33,000 in 1970, there was litle change in e
enrollment patterns in the univeniiics. Neaely hatfof
all univessity gradwates in the 1967-71 period had
lollowed coumes of study in the social seiences: about
one-fiftl, majored in editcation.

Until recently student  orgasizations were less
influential in Thailand than in many other Astan
countries, partly beeause of government restrictions
and partly beeatse of political apathy. Alter 1938,
when the government imposed a ban on the onivensity
student unions because of theie ablegedly lefiist
political orientation, such campus activities as
intramural sports, debating, drama. and newspaper
publication were conducted mainly by informally
organized student clubs, ‘By fate 1972, however. the
growing political  discontent with  the military
leadenship among educated urban Thai was
manifested on the wnivenity campuses by revived
student agitation. In November of that year: the
stidents staged o campaign for boyeott of Japanese
goods, and in .mid-1973 large nuinbers of students

demunstrated i protests. relatibg to academic issies

atone; after the government wised the issue of
Conmuist -complicity .in the demostrations, thi
stadents countered with demands for & new
By mid-Octeber 1973 the

wir “students; faculty members. and Sormer
padiamentary - depaties hid -aroused considerable
student: resentment. b the 2 duvs of m)tmg which
awer 800 were willed: and 1,000 wounded.

'orcd nnl\ afl:'r llw ﬂ'\lgll.lllﬂll of the
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military cubinel, The organization of the revall (and
of the demonstrations of 1972-73 precuding it} was
apparently coondinated by a National Student Center
of Thatland in Bangkok. The politically moderate
student leadership  within this hidy  conducted
negotistions with the wew Prime Minister for the
restoration of public order. Today, the uuivenity
students-represent a new politica! foree of eonsiderable
import in Thailund,

G. . Cultural expression (U/OU)

Over the past 17 centuries the Thai people have
selected: and blended elements from several foreign
eultures into u uniguely Thai synthesis, The major
sources of traditionitl Thai culture are Hinduism and
Buddbism, originally from. Indiz. and. trnsmitted
primarily throvgh Burma, Ceylon, and’ Cumbaodia,

“owstderable Chinese inflience has also -heen felt
indirectly through neighbo: g comtriés and directly
throigh contact with a sizzide Chinese minority. After
a golden age jn architecture, .suulpturc and painting
fram:about the 14th to the lS!lltLlllllng‘s, Thai enlture
fromi tihe mid-=181h to the early 20th eentuey was
generally stagiuant, the original linear eleganee of Thi
urt forms smathéred by excessive atnamentation, The
auickening puce of activity in most, ficlds of Thai art
since World War 1l stems mostly from SVestem
influences..1ndeed, often caly the subjects of modern
artistic creations are Thai: the forms and techniques
ar¢ Western, Foraimany contemporary Thai adists, the
Weslerh:concept of creative expression has supenseded
the trmseription method of traditional Thai art, and
many artists are groping foc a meadingful _aristic
fusion between the (wo art forms, Althaugh,several
notable pulllllllg.« snd-pieces of sculpture have beeri
created since 1945, dévelopmenits wi ithiw cdch:field are
uneven imd range ‘froin  mediocre imitations  of
Western art and decadent copies of traditional forms
Lo accasional enconrging s\'nthcs:s of madem and
traditional-forins,

Most. Thai artists are still traditivinalist ; whozitrive:
ta duplicate the lincar simplicity of the Sukkothai cra
(A:D.71250-1450). The following description” of -the
teaditional® Thai artist suggasts- his  non-Westeri
approncii:

'l‘]'oe tmditionnl aitist of fhnilnncl i: mwnynwus. for .
}hk aim is to glorify thé Buddha, not. Kimaz!; ‘and to
_make merit; not momy. He may be a scholarly monk,
- a’ devout layman, ‘or_a pml'mlonnl craftsman. 'He s’
deliberately unoﬁginal for he’ sens. tho: perfection of
a time-honored .mode of cxpression rather than the {1~ R
novation of somelllmg vnique.: However, ¢ven confined
within: the bounds of tradition, he somcumos—nmrhaps
unwitﬂn.;ly—-»munngcs !o stamp his. worl: wlth rm.rlu of
individual creativity. - .0 . .
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This perception of traditional Thai art:diffeas from the
viewpaoinl of some Western erities who tend to equate
alistic transeription wiitl inte!tectual stagpation und
lack of creativity. Most traditional ants, however,
remsin i an extended period of decline, not-
withstanding - governm.nt _efforts at revival, The
onskaght of Western influence in the 19th century
was lungely responsible for this decline. especially after
increasing unumbers of Thai students  beeane
acquainted with Western art while puicuing their
education abraad. ln-addition, the novelty of Westeny
machine-made products led (o the destruction of
many m(ll;.ounus handicrafts. A number of cralts,
however, particulurly hundweaving, pottery; wood-
carving, and the renowned krequérand-gold work.
bive heen revived throtigh government effors.

Many - traditionalists, as well us pretagonists of
madern Thai art, aware of the historic Thii process of
peaiting forcign elements into the compuis of their
cultural heritage, are increasingly concerned with
what they view as the overdy rapid pace- of
mademization. Thai leaders. who do not distike new
influences per se, are disturhed beeanse they fear that
the influx of new ideas, .nlla!udm, and. Western forms
will-reach uncontrollable levels; they sense that for the
modern Thai artist to succamb unthinkingly: to’ the
tenets of Western art and intellectualisor would be as

unnatural as to. be' enslaved: 1o, the stereatyped:

apprasch of Lis traditionalist progenitors: Tl ¢ffécts
of American-style advertising and juke i)mcs and lhc
violence of ||n|mr1('tl tefevision serals-of he *“have-
gun-willtrmvel seliool are debated: i, intetlectial

ciscles'in Bangkok, One of the cultural side effects of

the tourist:hoom has been the deliberate debusenient
of nativeart forins !mupp]\' the tourist'trade, Many uf
the commercial gailéries in llunt,kol. us ‘well

displays in tourist hoteks, conlain what'. oiie phsery u,ﬁ

labels “tourist art = niediocre: paintings of temples!

rice fields, buffaloes. and \'w\nnf the I I(:.nmg., Market 5o
repc.llvd (wu rand over again_ for quick sule.to the:

fztea. In .nddlt«m to such: incongruities .
automobiles “appedring.“in. temple’ murals, thc
festorition - of: elder lemplc paintings (|ullng buck to
the 18th centiry h,n.w somitimes heen vilgarized

through destruction of the 2-dimensional aspect of,
traditiona! Thai painting and- thmugh llu use’ of s

bright chemiéal pigments. .

Sevesal musetims in:Banglok exhibit pmf usion ofv'
promising contempurary Thai seulpture and painting
“runging from the ealistic to llw impressionistic; from -

absteact: odemn to - Siamese: pmmtt\'c. Many: lh.n

artisls;: ll(lwcvcr, ‘who wish to c&pcrlmcnt with new
,_j.c(.hmq ics* are - unable Lo obtuin’ assistance  from "t
. pulmns wlm \\lllm;Jv cummrt tmdmmml Buddhasl art :
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as noway to carn mert, This, many of Thailand's
leadiog modim artists, who have received interna-
tional recognition, live und work ahroud.

Some assistance to the arts is proffered by official
agencies of the Thai Govermnent which, since the
revolution of 1932, have replaced roval patronsge in
the support and encouragemert of cultural endeayons.,
Belore the revolution the only govermment-sponsored
institution was a small school of ans and erafts,
established in 1913 under the Ministry of Educition to
revive traditionad  handicrafts, such as  pottery,
weaving, dnd silver and Tacquer work, 1n 1934 a
School of Fine Arts was founded by the Ministey
which in 1943 became the Univenity of Fine Arts
{Silpakorn Univenity). The purpose of both the
university and its Depanment of Fine Asts, both
.\dmuustcrcd by the Ministey. is to stimulate interest
in traditional art and cultuie and to encourage the
development of mndem Thai forms, The anivenily
offers 4-year curriculums in both traditional and
madern lm-mlure painting, sculplnm\ decomtive arts,
and sirchacology. Many of-its instrctors, however,
mainly Grained in traditional aet, ave unable to give
adequate instrisetion in contemporary forms.

Instraction in Western classical music is offered by
the Department of Fine Arts, but it concentrates
primasily on trining  courses for perdormers in
traditional Thai druma, music, and danciog. The
department sponsors pedformances by classival duncers
at_the governrient’s official ﬁllpalwrn Theater in
&mgkok at - offickal functions. and on televisione
Pesformances hy Silpakorn Theater astists ave a tajor
taurst attraction” and an tm[mrkunt part of the
}.mcmmout s uxlmrul prescitations .nlmud

The Dvpurlmvnl of “Fine Ans also Conducts
excavalions of historic sites-und restores roval p.\l.nt:tw

,I\.llmn.zl Miisenm,* fmmdcd in-.Banikok>in 1926:

Srovarous prm'muul musédms; - and lhe ‘National .

- “Archives’ wnd the Natioual Library, T th in Bangkok:

- “historical works for publlcalmn by private individuals -
-or - publish jmntl) themselv \Tugcthcr \with, other

: ||lcram (.‘13(1[( 'sts. :

: f" l Lllernlum

“legends. The folktules und legends have been passed)

and . u.mon.ll temples. Under its jurisdiction-are the’

The department und the: National L:lmm recommend -

: ;,uvcnnncnl agencies, the department. sponsor ‘annual |
exhibits ‘of Thai .ms‘.md tmrts .md spw. al u-t und'_

v de:lmnul Thai. htemlure is domed p.ndlv fmm
lndl.m rcllglous works and’ sesiirelifious legends and
“paitly. from historical incidents, locil folklore, and folk

‘.omllv fr(:m gcncmtum to gcnemtmn aud llavc svrvcd’. .

as sources of inspiration for Thai chssical literature
and popular folklore alike. Written literature in the
Thai fangrage was not folly dev eloped unti! the so-

called Ayvutthayan e, which lasted from approni-

mately 1330 to 1767, By the middle of this pericd, the
conrt poets had developed a body of hitezature which
was_ distinetively That in_character.”

The laclinis woreks  that mest influenced  Thai
classical literature tall into Miree principal calegories:
1} the inonimental Buddliist Tripitaka and

- accompanying noncanovical hooks: 2) the Remayana

epic, which deterndned Thai poctic and dramatic
forms and influenced Thai cligious art: and 3)
Brahmanicul treatises on law, ceremonies, fmd
cosmology. Tndian works, eonsciously imitated by
courd Jiterati, contributed literary themes and poctie
forms to the developing Thatidioms and changed the
structure of -the Thai kingiage.

Ounlyv portions of the voluminous Trpitaka have
been translated from Pali into Thai. Qiie of the oldest
and most important religions documents is the Thai
venion of the Pathomma Sompathigen on Buddhist
philosopl and msnwlog\' procluced in the tiddle of
thic 14th century. Of the fataka Tales recouting the
530 previous existences of the Buddia, the most
popular in Thailand: has beeu the Muahachat (Great
Birth). As the 13 cantos of this prase poennare studied
in schoofs and read annually in special tfemple serviees,
they are widely known ammu. the peasantry: The
jamka Tales. have furnished the plots for many
subsequent Vhaui literary works and folk tates.

"Fhe Thai adaptation of the Rumayand is the longest
and perhaps the oldest tolé of romance andadventure
“in Thai literature, The epic stmgglc of ‘the mythical
Hindu * Kieg Rama -to. recover his wife from her
abductor with the aid of the' moulcvf-gud Hangman
runs into maiy. vetumes. - Selected seenes: froin. the
Ramayana are used in Thai theatrical pul'unnancm
“and alsa appear in, mural paintings, in Buddhist
lcmplc\. “The present= Stundard | version “of the

¢ Ramayana—known us the Ranmkcn—w as written by

“Thailand's King Rama 11-carly in’ the 19th centary.

- Numerous other fabulous tales: m\olvm;., celestiall s
bcm;,s ‘princesses; mouslcrs. and d(‘ll'(':ll\ Iulvc alsy

- been w vrilten for the. Chai stage.*
“Poots’ enjoyed: high prestige -

kmg Naril,“who mgued from l())ﬁ to- 1688, are

hongred - today. for boththeir own' ||tvrurv‘cnntr|bu-:_
tions wnd their patronage of othet pm-ts ds well us for:
their Jeadenhip’ qualitics: The reign of Narai has'
- bécome keown as the = ‘Golden’ Agc “of Thai elassical -
The kmg m.uutumc(l ) urcll' of p(x‘t% w hn

literature.
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ninre serions lengthy works: Another brilljant perod in

Thai; cl.lsm W literatitre was from: 1805 lo 1824 during

the reign of Ramy k1, who'was himsélf a noted poct.
Since 1824, however, classicul literature has decliried
greally in quantity und quality.

During the first” three decades of thie 20th u‘ntur\’

'Western literary concepts and: technigues ;,r-nlu.xllv
became prulmmn.ml in lhul Illcmlmc This.was: the
period of a literury renaissance ail ilw beginning of
snodern litérahire, Western. forms of jprose, such as the
dramia, the essay, and theshart story, beecame primary
modes uf literary expressioi,

The Western style of prose was - fint mlmduw(l‘
lhrmu.,h the efforts of King Chulnimu.kum Tindeed.
prios Lo’ World War 1§ the lcw(ilm., writers and: poets

.we m'mcmlrcn of the roval fangly and a literury coterie
of youiig officials who had heen Ldll(d((.‘(l ink ug,l.nml
After 1932; when rm.;i patronage céased, Thai, writers
‘began to pm(lm.c warks i response (o the Jimited but.
growing demuind frome the Yiterate public.at large,

- Much- Thai du\%lca.] h!vr.nlum ‘was . rendered: mlu
‘modern-© ‘prose; and the: novel:awiis déveloped as” o

literany's form. . The' fist vtmlmnpnr'lrv Thai ‘novel,
pnhlulwd i 1940, s Ye”ow Race, White Race by
Prince " Akat - Damkocn;,. which déils with- the
pmhlcms faced by o l-uropcan-cdumted Thai after
returning 2o Thailind. -

Prince Akat wis fullm\ul by a new wlmn! of authors
pmtluum, realistic novels .md plays; sume concemed
with' social “conditions: .|]!lmug|| . few writers
continued. to .ulnpt Fhai classics. Thie pmmpul writers

~of ‘the " realist school- include  Kukrit i’mmo;, Pnuw
Prem Pumnlm!m. any Wichit’ Wathakaer, 000

Am:mg the: youngeraiovelists, Malyi Ch uplml, Sirat
Suthupunul and \|ll.1vua'|tla mmlhml have written:
novels and. short stores llmt protest:political” and
souuecommun wudilun
farmier, .u.,.uml the capitalists - orthe ‘goverimetid

buireanerits; for c\amplc, his béen a.common theme:

Many of “the voungw fiters Lare. leftist-oriented
j(mnuhsts ‘who! use fiction s théir nedium for sou.x'
s pm!c:l

government,,

hile. uonfiction dmlmg with political

subieéls: encounters’ hLuV\' censorship: Much
conlemporary writing,: however, consists ufscmu'!un.r :
" novels published in puperimck cdllmns and-wdigazine

- fiction. bothof which ‘appeal to” the. fess: cduculcd
. ’clcmcnls of khc hlcmtc nul)llc, :

B Performing nrls

Tlluil.md poase'm's a sich hcnt.x;.c nf music, dram,
and dunce t'u a. comidz.mbio estent,

produeed -both extemporancous. satirical venes and

§ m\kru-m M.
© dinstruments n[ malmrf piphal

“a stiong impact on Thai culture, As cardy
ssome traditionul Thiv melodies wené tran
“royal marching band 1 using. \\'v,slcm inscruments. Thai'
= edue
L jaz: km;, l’lumuplmu Adlmdo; is uan .ummplnshcd 3
i tvles,
~The’: primary s factor behind  the
popularity” of ‘Westem mitisie in’ Thailand. Iumu‘u el
s been “its - dissemination: thmugh s

The: struggele of_the: poor .

< popular. music
llr;,_ul\' hecause it is.; aceeptable to the - F pul

these thiee
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traditional arts have been inseparable as distiviet
formss.  Largely “beeanse of government programs
inili.ntctl iy the 1930 anicl 1940s Lo encourage
cultural revival, l}tc\' have been preserved . in both
classic wd folk lorms,

The Tl masieal scile has seven equal intervals,
but in contrast o the \\’csicm seale the hall-tene
intervals are not. used.-wind the fourth -and seventh
nates are frequently avoidded. Alarmony i is unknown,
althaugh some’ is achieved by counterpaint.
Classical SINUSIC S accompaaying drama- has 36
caleguries, cuch of: which indicates u particular mood,
such as” anger, sorfow contemplation, .md l'ldl!nll
The missic 5 so"well knows’ tha b Thist e tell what
kind of scenc is heing portray ed on the \l.u,o.. wierely by
hearing the orchestri. )

There:are perhaps 30 Kinids of nasical imstruments,
including’ m(h;,uu 15 types of \lnngcd instruments,
driims, percussion picees, and woudwinds. The mahor

corchestaa forindoor concerts’ nurm.ll]\"mcs five kinds
“of m\lrumcttls-——wohn\ A i lh;,colul tr.obod,

and two ty pes <of “drums. The, Buitais, "o fu-ke

’ (uocudalt). are over 3 ject Ilm;: and rest on the flooro on .

ivory legsi some have an image of a crocodile’s head at
one end.The piphat onhcslm s nsed tu accompany
classical dnmz . for “apen-air poﬁ)rlllJIlL‘c\

peneral,

ineluding several jnstraments sitnikr to the xylophone’
and o nurber of drunis; gongs, and uvmbals e
piplwt bund - may. use: from: five to°

Thai orchestras mmvllmc cuml)mc the
.md Wcstt

archestrus.:
\\’c\lcrn p{lpuldl’ and -semula.

ed ibroad fave often chuircd W taste for U.S.

mateur saxophonist and 2 cowmpuser 6f Wester,

pictures aml Thai radio .md television -progranis.: The

ridic and television nffcr programs. in” Western and
Thai tusic; d.mwul and- popular._alike,’ Madern
" populiie’ misic | ases: Western” seal
“techniynes _
- *Anather popular form involves the mlpusmma ul' lh.u S
Iyrics on; prrely. Western micladics:
Thui d.mu:.ﬂ drania, presented in danee furm \ulh L
e dmml n.nmtlon uudumhcslml musit

Iong- with Thai' (Iwmm and “melodics.

CIA-RDP01-00707R000200090028-6

3
b

L AT A G a7 SR s, e A A U G b e,

It hus wo stringed mslrnmvnt\ only one
“woodwind (the whoe), und o large percussion”section;:

207 or more.

i d ninsic !am m.ldc- o
as the 189075,
ribed fora

VEIIORG SR RN

Wotion

L AR o T e

Immmn\'. and

is elaborate und e

wen,

b

N R e vl




APPROVED FOR RELEASE: 2009/06/16: CIA-RDP01-00707R000200090028-6

) FIGURE 29. Clussiml duncer with an e-loborare headdress
tepresenting the mere - spire ond ‘@ richly oramented
costume " similar to.anclent ‘court apparel /ou)

highly stylized. AWhile the stage setting is kept to 2
minimum, Thai admiration fordecortion is expressed
in the splendsr of the dancers costumes. and
anzunents (Figure 29).

The principal dramatic form is the khon, which
portrays scenes fron: the Ramakien. This vast-Rama
epic, which has -over 2000 charictens, supplies
hundreds - of - deamadie episodes. Because -all - male
chaructérs in: the khon “are. masked,” the- dialogue is
spoken by concc.llml reciters 'mpporh-d by ia chars.
Silent actors portray- “theslow nioving eventsand

dered necessary:

male casls were un;,m.nll\ “eon

required - i the roles-of demons;’ mo;

ey 19th century; however,. fcm.nlc (Lultots h.l
p.:rlwtp.ltcd
Less formal and more popul.tr is tlu: Iul.hon rum

eirotional “seénes by means ol mtcrprmvc d.mmu;.. .
' .nrcscnlul in’ short -seénes following -one
accompanicd lwllw Thisic of the piphat oulmtr.l All--
hicause ‘of - the - strentious postur L, and” lc.xpm;.,
l\(.‘\'-\\ ..l‘ﬂ(ll"\- N
fuman Avals, and royal contestants: Since ihout the
.\!u\’ o

dnee drama; 1t differs from the Ehon i thal masks”™
are “wswally - worn by the: “animal  and dcmmm =
chanicters as weli as thv m'llc pr:rfmmcﬂ:. sccm-s ase,

not limited {o the Rama epic, actors speak some of the
lines, and action is sharacterized by grace rather than
vigor. The faklon is vsually acted by an all female
ast, althongh the monkey, demon, aomd comie parts
are somelimes played by male dancers, The costumes
are clsborate wprunluclmus of ancienl tourt apparel,
Quly a few lakhon rum dramas exist beenuse of the
G TFieulty of composing poetry that must fit teditional
stuge music and dance postures. The principal
productions aie derivid Fom the chissical epies.
Simpler in Form and less serious are semickisical
lakhon productions which are treated as comedies.
These may be staged by amateur rather than
professional dancens, The nimes and plots of this tepe
of dewma vary from reyion to regions the lakhon chatri
of central “Thailand, which is hased on folk taba from
the Pannasa Jaiaka. is faidy typical. To show
gatitude for recovery Trom an illnes a peeson will
somelimes-hire a tronpe of chatd plavers to give this
type of fakhon for the henefit of his nn;..h!mrlloud.
The interpretive dancing i all of these dramas s 2
highly developed wi, passed on from generation o
generation. Over o humdred preseribed steps and
postures. portety different monds wnd ideas, and the
lorig ey costanes are us varied as the roles of the
pavess. The male wles of monareh and general
-require the portrayal of dignity, e, and arroganee:
demon sind monkey-warror roles call Tor exhibitions of
cunning. feraciy, and mischief and for skill- in
swordplay, V nh,.mh of gestare is strictly wvoided.
The most popular form of Tolk druma is the likay,
whick is often pedormed wt vilkige festivals wand
temple Fairs: 1t stresses cowniog and buffoonery and is
wsually accompanicd by w small bt strident piphat
orchésira, Unlike other dranatic lorms empleying
gads and deinons, all-fikay claracters-are huian, the
lines being spoken and sung by the actor-dancens
themselves, “The ‘diatogie is improvised. The plags
loosely foltow plots drawn from historieal ‘romances
aid adventui > stories hased on Sanskeit and Chinese
||l¢‘r.|hltc, although mors secent tales chrawin from Thai”
history” are. wed a5 well Tie  plays. most uflcn
another in
.nn(! ‘often

are. sisualiy- cumrdu

rapid sucwssluu
h.md\ g

3 Arclntcc.urc and lhc hnc urts

(Jl.l. cal lha: .m.hltoclun, nn;,m.nll\ r(-ﬂ(wtm;, an’
adaptation of Tndian-and -t o lesser extent. Chindse”™
influcnées; remained fargely incharged afterthe close
of the 15U century; exeept . for: the subsequent =
introduction of the Khmer tower, gt.ulmg in the 18t
“eenfurya pvrmd ul downumhun wl in. Ldl!‘!‘d maml\
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by exeessive omamentution. Altempts to renovale
traditional architectire tu the late 19th century were
frustrated by the adoption of Western-style conerete
and steel structures, Sinee the 1930 efforts to
harmonize traditional Thai and modern Western
architectre, ais exemplified M the buildings of the
University of Moral amd Putitieal Sciences in Bangkok
and by a0 few hotels and restaurants. have had oply
limited suceess. Maost hotels, commercial boildings.
and lege resicdenees, moreover, are now constructed in
the Western style hecanse it is helter adupted 1o
madern living, and cmstruction costs stre rehutively
low. Classical Thai architectore is limited to temples,
palaces, pavilions, and a few public huildings.

The west distinctive features of clssical Thai
buildimgs are their ofs of glazed tile wnd slender
meri spires, Most temples and palaces have multiple
roofs: there are five, for esaunple. on \Wal
Benchamabaphit. The oofs of prvincial temples are
covered with ordimy tle, but on many of the royul
temples amd palaces caeh roof covering consists of
plazed tile of contrasting colors, sueh as vellow or recd
bardered by barids of green o Blue. The gables of each
raol rise 1o w serpent’s tail, which looks much like @
horn or erest. The body of the serpent undnlates
downward along the edye of the roof to the ecave where

i

Hoends in an uprearcd hesd. Sometimes the ridge of — FIGURE 30, Grand Palace enclowre, Bangkok, showing z
the ool is adomed with geometric figures or o mw of e gateway’s multiple roofs and merw spire (C)- :
birds. Small brass bells hang from the caves and tinkle
in the wind. Gable ends and facades have omate settlements, sand on the grounds of every temphe, Most 3
panels of carved teak or of molded plister covered are memordaly to Buddha. Although diveetly inspired {
with gold paint. lntricate figures in basrelief depict by the Ceylonese supa and its kadian prototype, the :
Indm on his three-headed clephant, the half-human classical Thai stupa, called the phra ehedi, is a ‘
garnda bind, the peacock, and mythological ereatuses; distinetive Thai architectura] achieverment, It consists 2
foliage in- the bul"\’ﬂ""'."d is armnged in elaborate of a drmlike base supporting u bellshaped dome, ;
designs. Glass mosaies in different colors are often above which is u cubicle enclosing the throne of the 5
interspersed with the mised designs of the facadeand ~ *PO¥C which s cubic ¢ onciosing the Jrone of the i
also decorate the serpents forming the cilge of the roof. “'“d‘”"' ameka slendles I’fll!l:lclt' S_\‘I'll'lltﬂ.lc of a nany-

The slender golden spire on the top of many royal  tiered umbrella, th northern “Thaitund stupas }
and ecligious edifices is o kind of crown, adorned with ~ Sometimes:have gems.or religiows or roval relies cached
serpents and- other embellishments. It sepresenits  within the spire.neas the top and keger objects in a s
Mount Meru, the center of -the Hindu cosmos, and - sealed chiumber imide the base. Isolated stupas usually
thus symbolives hoitor and high wpitations. The  Have heen plundered by Thieves, Some smal) stupus i
Grand Paluce at Bangkok lias these spires.on the roofs within-temple growids contain the-ashes of men made \«
of most of the companeut buildings, such as the Dusit fumuoins by their rnk or piety. i

Maha Prasad and the Chaks Palaces it is also-found

Stupis radige-in size from tiny niiniatures to the 375
above the gatew

v pavilions, libein: and hell tower, foot structure at Nukhori Pathom, whichis talter than
and: over many windows dud doors {Figure 39). The  the celebruted Shwie Diagon Pagida of. Rangoon and
Chakri Paluce itself. completed in-1840, is considered has'a sinface of” ghized vellow tile (i igure 31)% The
one: Gf. the finest eéxaniples of classiéal “Thai . original: stupa at:-Nakhon Pathom was o small one
architectuie, o bt by the Mons in Gevlonese ind Liter

s, the tiiost imimerous of afi religions edificesin . transformed “into a Khmer tower. Within the Jast
“Thiiland, ean B¢ foumd on hillt) .‘.,‘lm}‘llié_‘;iil)qsufu]tl: i

o e S e d e v L A Sy Y F e M

eentury. Fhui kings encased the tower in the preseat

]
]
SEP ORI
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FIGURE 31. The Phra Patom Stupa at Nakhon Pathom.
The surface is covered with glazed yellow tile. [U/OU)

EEREY FRASSN I

)T

-]

‘FIGURE 32, One of the eight Khemer for vers in_the. com:

peznd of the temple of ihe Emerald Buddha, Bangknk (C)
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FIGURE 33. The famous navilion .ot Bang Pa-In, the
former royal summer residence. A replico of the
pavilion was shown at the Brussels Fair in 1958, {u/ou)

weewl stupa Distinguished for its sunelity, it is the
abject of amuad pitgrnges aud of respectful hows
frome passengens on passing truins.

Another type of stupa is the more massive prang. or
Kluner towes, shaped somewhat like 2 comeab al the
top, as evomplifiecd by the comer towers of Angkor
wat and the cight towers of the Temple of the
Eaeradd Buddha in Bangkok {Figure 32) The best
known and nest monumentsl preng in Tlaiknd is
the 243-fear tower of Wat Arun {Tewple of the
Pawi). Overdooking the Chao Pheaya river in Thon
Buri, this porcclain-enerusted, pyaanid-ike structure
is a proinent feature of, the Bangkok horizon.

Safas (ranfed corridors, or pavilions) are common in
temple and eramation grounds, at boat-Jandings, amed
whete people congregate and need shelter from ratn
apch sun, Twelve salay adjaceat to the main buiildings
of Wat Phra Keo.are of the usual rectangulartype with
piliars supporting the temple-style soul. Royal sedos aee
sometizwy eraciform in shape ot are covered by
wltiple roofs decorated with coloeed tike (Figure 53).
tn villaiges, salas often are simpls deab stroctores of
wood with mofs of cormgated iron.

Thailand s seelptord is impressive becanse of its nge,
vatiety, and guiadity. Notall of it is obd aund good, Hut
some of the abdest is among the best, The most aneient
examples of stone and bronze seulpiures are found.in
coutherti. aid - central - Thaiband. particularly -t
Nakhon Si 'l'h;u'lmlalrut.:(Ihuiy‘.n; Nakhon _'I":;nlhnm.




APPROVED FOR RELEASE: 2009/06/16: CIA-RDP01-00707R000200090028-6

Eop Buri, and Sikbothai. Excavations at Nukhon images chosen for their different pastires andd for the
i wthom revealed” stone seulptares of deer and of  styles and periods which they represent. Among these
Y wheeis, representing Buddhia and the law, which date stone and Lrenze fignres are exaanples of carly {vpes

possibly from the thizd century. Over o perind of 15 frem Cevlon, Indonesia, and Bunma, as well as those
centuries, Mon, Khmer, and Thai artists. have  made in Thailand hefore AL 1. 1000,

produced handreds of thowsands of seulptured figures. After a period of excessive ormamentation beginning
The Nattonal Muscum in Banckok has oue of the whonl 1550, Thai sculpluce remained stagrant from
% finest colfeetions of Brahman deities, tinages of  Ure mid-19t0h contary wntil the cardy post-Warld War
Vishnu, fudra. and Ganesha adorn many teqple 1 periad, when Pailun Muangsombioon, @ Thi

senlptor educated in France, introduced” Western
styles i piarble and granite. Although most postwar
Tlhai sculptoss have abe vsed \Weslern forms and .
medie, a foew live songhl o revive the casling of ;
bremze, producing iinages of the Baddba and other :
religions sabjects.

In-generd. Thai poaintings in the elassical tradition
hieve themes drawa fremi the Boddhist seriptores and
lcom the Bamayana. OF the Jussical paintingy: on
these subjects, the wost extensive and sirtistic ure the
murals.on teple sl palace walls. Tvpieal of these
ngaly wre those of Wat Phra Keo (Figare 33), Wat
Phes. Chetaphbon, and Wat:Anm, A-few old p.lmhm‘s
(lv])wtzllg. histosical batiles or Tamons permonages are

walls, and a0 bronze fountain figure of the goddess
’ Thorni graces Bangkok’s central plaza. Buddbist
temples: in- northern Fhailand age especially riel in
sentptired and Dasereliefl fgures of angels, mythotogi-
cal heings. wen, lions, verpeiits. birds, and Tlowers, A,
few sendptored - Torms, cliellv drazons and lions. were
adopted from China,

A discusdon of Thai seulpture inevitably eenters
wpon  figueres of (he Buddlw because of their
prevalence asd impariance (Figare 34). The prineipal
Bueldba je the average Thai temple is seveeal times life
sive, and gold-covered figures of disciples in attitudes
of wonhip, as well as smaller figies of the Budd,
may be grouped asonnd it The many gradations of
size include images suitable for use on tablesin publie
buildings or Lo, lesser oaes for niclies or shelves,
and very suall ones for use as amnlels. Wal
Benchanabiophit in Bangkok has over 60 Buddhist

R R PR

¢
1 3
H o
Cad
FlGURE 33. Mural nainted on the imer wall of one of the - ;
galleries, of - the Yemple ‘of the " Emerald Buddha,: it - i
belongs 1o the Bangkok style of painting which syathe- - .
] ‘sizes all ‘other Thai styles .and. is today considered .
Py . classleal. The picture portrays ane of the scenes from the
KR FIGURE 34. Bronze scu1ptures of the Buddhu, showing ‘Romakien. ond is part of a very long mural ilustrating
BT

“two of many facial expresslons (U}OU) : : . I his eplc acapted from the Hindu Ramayana. (U/OU)
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Teind ini the hames of the aristocrsey. The pon rayvad of
persons’ is governed by stalus distinetions.” Like
celestinl beings. rovad pesonages’ are classically
(’U!l\'('uli'"!;\“Yl'(! in [‘)ﬂn ;“Hl ﬁ{'&lllf(‘ il"d .\('“'H('Iy
expressionless, The ennunow people. on the other
hand. are portmyved more realistically, “Traditionzd
Thai painting tends o be 2«dimensionual and o bave
almost no penpective,

Since 43, painting has been the mosl ])ruhﬁc of
the rejuvenated Thai arts, The Jeading contemporary

“painter is Chite Buabusaya, fonier directar of the

Schiaal of Arts and Crafts, who has encowraged the
development ofa sehool of Weslemearienled Tl

agdists. A few books on truditionad . drawing and -

painting lave Leen published by the Univenity of
Fine Arts and the Ministry of Edncastion to encoungagpe
arlists lo-ereute works in the clisicad tradition, These
teals, however, show the inflience of Western style
and teehnigue. particulady in the matesial on calor
application and 3-dimensional form.

4. Handicralts

The wost outstanding Tl contribngtions to the
decurativie arts bave been’ lweguer and goldwark and
mother-of-pearl inlays. Among cthee untable foos of

“the lesser ars are work inowold awd sifeer,

handweaving, potlery, and woodearving: At about the
beginiing of e present centiry “Thai craftsuship
nearly succunmhed to the onslaught of the nachine-
made products of Western eultiee and 1o competition
Srom Clinese artisans producing cheaper products.,

Beautiful -handweuving in particvlar appeared -

doomed. Many ans and erafts. however, have been
revived with assistanee from the Thai Government.
Locad nd forcign markets.” moresver,” have heen

found for lndmade products of attrétive desian and

workianship,

“The best examples of laequer and gold art umwui on
temple ‘dooes amd window shutters, on wall_plaster:

and oz boukeasés,  bovk  covess, and - musieal
instraments, among other objeets. The delieacy, grace,

symmetry, amd vigor of the designs on temple dooes

etk searcely be excelled. Some panels have dinmond-
shaped and circular desigos using jasmine und other
Nowers us madifs, The moat distinetive: design is the
kanok which combines what looks Yike leaping Mapes
“with acanthis leaves but is swid 10 be derived Tron the
rice blossonm.  Lirnge: panels portray . gods, aneels,
tnonsters, herdes, and rovalty st o lmckurnuml of
celestial  pelaces and . of- lurcxt\ minsed - with facy
folinge,

- The temuple duors of Wit Phea Keo and Wat Phra
(.leuplmn in Banghok are of blick kuequer jokid

“sulliddes.,
“most characteristic exanples ~are wide lace-like

F!GURE 36. Reisglous edlfices i a femple compound
showing their ornate decoration {ujcu)

with ‘mather-of-pear)” desizns similar in style aud

- delicisey 1o the best laenoer wml goldwork.: A caarser

variant of this ar is Jovnd in moshics vonmmon {o
temple facades, pitkurs, and altars (Figure 363, The
Colden Stupa.at Wt Plira Keo s entirely surfuced
with a wosaic of small sytiares of ghiss underaid with
gold eal. ' :

OF the lesser urts .md erafts. silver howhs ind boses
in repowsse are produced to kinge nurabers in the shops
of Bangkok and Chiany Mais Niello work - is

varasion of silverwork in which the traditionad desins
of the god ndra,aigeds, dancers, tlie 'anulu hied.
clephums, and Roral putterns appear in silver sepousse
againdt a putished background of black fused-metal
Traditional jewelrs is abso notable. The two

bronches studded - with rubjes. and  gold - filigeee
hattons wort on clothing or as earrings. Thai jewelers

“preidwee soe pieces decorated with enamels in red.

Llue, and other colors. Traditioially, jewely were
palished rather than eu,

The finest” handwoven © silks pm(lncnl : .mmn(l ‘
Nukbor Ratchasima and Limpliam can be classed as

< works of art. High officials continned 1o wear the pa-

nang made of this stk il abont 1934, The wonen

Catill wesi i kind of siong called pa-sin, which is
entirely covered with (l«sn.m woven of gold, silvey, or

t.nlorvd threadl. . The “immense variety. uf 1I:su,n~
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sl town. and reral - population - for loeal e

Cinclude minnte dimend-shaped figuns, _horders of
intricate points and spires, and deficate butterflics or
stars of gold-set off by broad expanses of light blue and
Lurguoise, i o ’

Two types of Thai poreeliin have sufficient merit to
be considered mwsetnn pieces, Sawankha'ok ware,

- praduced from about 1300 101500, kas o blue or grev-

Creeent gluze under which appear Sgures either ingised
or_drawa i bluck. brown, o blue pigment, The
second type, dating coughly from 1700, consists of rics
bowls and livger vessely made to order From 1hai
desizns by actisans in: Canton (Ghina}. Some of the
designy portray figares of wonhipping angels and
creatiges hall-ungei wid hadf-beast these qre laid on
in’ thiek enamel, with pink, dark blue. or black

buckgrownds and are surronnded by the flame-jike
kanok design or by conventional clonds:. '
- Most wond carvimg s e devoted to teak pancls
and seroll work decorating the doons and facades of
temples. - Chiang -~ Mai - Provinee has produieced
thousands . of curved (eak clephants anid elephant

vlagues for the Thai narket, bt in general the -

workmanship does not compare with that of Cevlon o

Chima. Plaster molding is fargely confined 10 temple

omamentation, where it appeans on altars, Facades,
and pitars in the form of images of Buddha anid of
mythological erestures. -

H. Pul)‘licvivnformali'on A(C)'

In relation to many. othee Asian  countries,
Thaikie's mass conmunientions. media are “well

- developed. Tnthe past “decade,  moseover, press’

cireubittion and. the number 6f o and television
stations ‘have increased substantially.Although the
principul- media remain concentrated in urban areas,,
especially in Bangkok and Thon Buri, the nationwide
distribigtion o Bungkok ‘newspapers has improved

markediy: the use of the trmsistor radio is widespread, .
und a - nember of powerful rdio and television |

teensmitters - have “been  constructed 0 strengthen
reception onitside the central segion and o enuble
Thai -broadeasts o compete . with- those: from
ncighboring countries, The provincial Proess, inoreover,
comtinites Lo grow B response to the preference of the
Beeanse of the traditional beiief . that informution’
abtained “face to face is-more relinble han that

“dissemingsted by, the mass media, word-ol-mounth

commenication - remains an’ important  chanael of
information, particalirly in ruril arcas where news s
conveved . by local “officials, schoolteachens, - or
Buddhist “monks.. or throngh ~facts - anid ruimors

-~ civculated in the marketplice, .

- A Yl T

Al mass mediamast be licensed by the governnent.
Almost all néwspapers and periodicals are privately
owned, comaitereisl enterprises, but most radio and
television outlets ure operated or comtrofled by the
-overament. Althaugh press consonhip has long been
practiced . in modern” Thailand. - undee  reeent
administrations the press has ™ heen -allowed an
inereasing  degree of freedom - with the. tavil
undertanding that journalists restrain their commonts
on_subjects thal would - seriowsly  embarmss the
sovernmenl. sieh as atlucks on foreign polics or on
high' officials. Lively eriticismof spoeific govemment
pwgrams, bowever, is tolerted. v

Repuldion of the press iésts on the Printing Act of
T sometimes ealled the Peess Act, which ineludes
provisions to silence eriticism of the government: an
Amowncement Now 17 ol the Revolutionary: Party,
promulgated i 1938, which detils punishment for
staterients that sffend the  Ring. diseredit  the
rovernment. ore contribute  to the ‘growth of

eommunism Cand | subvenion: and on e 1968

constitution. which provides for_ Tresdom of speech
caned of the press it stipulates that these righis can he
restricted by specific laws “emacted for the purpose of
safegusirding liberties of other pemons, averding a state
of emergency,  maintaining public ordes or good
moruls, or piotecting youths agairst moral degeneri-
tion.” However. the interan - constitution; promul-
waied 153 Decomber 1972 and in fordée until @ new
permnent  constitution’ s foemalated,. inakes no
mention of hasic freedoms. Thus, as of mid-1973. the
legal basis of hmitations on freedom of speech and of .
the press was' inelear. . 2 o

Enforcement of press regnlations is vested with the

~National Police within the Ministsy of Hiterior. Since

1965, however. no aewspaper has been permasienthy -
; I i )

“closed by government order, althoogh occasionally o

journal may be lemporaly suspended -of “wamed”
for- criticizing - semsitive policies, notably Thailand's
relationship with the " United - States, A stringent
revision of ‘the Printing - Act - proposed Ly the
government in 1970 was' dropped- because of strong

opposition from the press,

The Public Relations Department of the Office of
the Prime Minister is"charged with preventing the |
broadeast of -offensive news reports over ‘radio- and
television, Al stations, mordover, are fenu

\ ed to carry
al least the local portion of daily: newseasts prepared

by the departinent. Television films are reviewed by o

“ospecial - censorship group.. Motion  pictures, both

domestic and foreign, are censored “by the Police

- Department. Productions fom Communist conntries

arebanned, “us are those helieved - to reflect
unfavorably ‘on the momarchy.-the people. or Thai

e,
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~As with alt m.\up.:pc
sonreeof revense: consuming from 305 1o 50% of

Fady in 1975, 17 daily newspapen were published

in Bangluk—nine in Thai, five in. Chineseoand thiee
in English. Mast Bangkek dailies are sold sutionwide
and lp;'m-"u, total daily circnlation averaging shout
HO0000—2 sharp inercase over the estimaled total of
230,000 in 1963. Cireolation of the 60 or so provineial
newspapess, mosk of which are_published weekly or
fortuightly, s estimated al 300,000, althongh
readenhip i believed to total -2 million. 1n Kt
according 16 @ UNESCO. survey, an wwverge of 13

people readd each eopy of all newspapers, resulting i o

tolal _exposiare substantially larger. han estimated.
circubation. Became newspapees are sold chiefly
thraugh -sales outlels -ather tian by subscription,
cireubation fluetuates snarply, often depeading on

~competing Eradlines, fublication of lotisry winoers or

news of a sporls event or an unustl lmppvnmg
frcqlwnli\ stimadates heavy sales. .
Intense competition for ciradens has spurred wstrong

preferenice for sensational news reports which often

highlight violence und venal sttacks on public figores
net i positions”of political power.Fhai jourmulists
fve long evidenceéd o Fondness for yumor and
conjecture, and repording is often inaccurate, lacking
it detail, and accasionally indiseriminate in ils vse of
sources, Another tactie, Np:\(‘iullﬁimhllg(-d in by the-
local ™ press in towns near- ULS nilitary
feisturing real or Tancied incidents invelving resident
U.S. military peronnel. Largely became of low pay
riates,
income by blacknmil and by bribes from peliticians
and others, ncluding pro-Comsmunist- ehoments.
Flowever, a small - stream ‘of wraduates fron the

Iases, iy’

journalism and _comimumications depastments. of |

Chulalongkom, . Chiang - Mai. <ind Thamnasat

" univenitics, have infused a micasure of responsibility

inta the press field in recent years. )
hai Rath, with estimated sales of 230000 v.nr!\ in

1973, has the highest cirealation uf ‘Thai- ngu.lgc'

moming  dailies: -l of which are published -in
Rangkok. Almost identical to its competitors in fornal

and featuees, Thai Rathi is aimed at o wide adicnce,

vanging from working-class prople” to” govemmenit
officials and inteliectaals. The paper-ineludes o daily

cditorial,” forcign  news, miunicipal aud provincial

yews, sports and entertainment features.: gossip’ anl
socinl columiiz, medical and scientific news, women's
and - fashion c-)hlmns service news, and comic strips..
zaclvertising is an indispemable

totad sprice, Written'in

wple, casily unde atandable
T

Tht, the paper usuadly features sensational stories aud
s stmlcntl\ eritical of 1hv \(ﬂmd.m ctfects ol the U8,

- 60

- with

somo  jourmalisty . supplement theic meager-.

presence i Thaitand. 1t is printed on a Jupaoese-

manufactured wotary press which  prubuces high'

quality print, inchiding the wse of foar colors on. the

Ssupplement” covers of the Wedniesday and Sunday

editions. Like other woring newspapers, Thai Rath
averages 16 pagges in length. :

Two - morning dailies. Siem and Baen \Imm
liegan vperations in 1972, Siam, staffed by wnumber
af prople -formedy with Thai Rath. ".nnc(l wide
popalazity almost overnight, its circulation climbing
within & few monts to about 130,000, Baen Muang.
- citendation -of 0,000, is abo msnaged by
compelent peesainet - formerly - with other Thai
newspapers. 1 i particularly popular - with - the
voupger yeneealion. :

The Daily News, with a circulation sverwging
150,000 is considered superior 1o its competilors in
lavout, printing Qe ality, und color work and contains
the sanee arvay of featinres, W ithin the imits of current
pross ros!n(lmm its editoriab stance is considered
Jeftist or " prowressive.” Another morning daily with a
substantial cireudation (60.000) is Phim Thai, The t0-
vear old newspiper. I’rmlmllupnlm Aradditionally @
aftemoon paper, appeared under new managemenl in
Mareh 1973 s+ serions moming newspaper. Partiadly

-~ owned by Sowcl Piamphongsaat, Deputy Finanee

Minister, and Prirce Chanubhan Yukol. heir to the
thirone alter the Crown Prince, the newspaper is: aimed
at @ ‘readenhip among governmeit and Imsuwss
leaders and ™ the cducated elite, Becamse of i

ceonontie-political  skint, - the newspaper has lnv('n
likenved to The Well Streel journal. Although 18,000

copies ure printed daily; the paper's future is uncedain -

as a resultof poor distribution. an inorganized fnrlu.lt

~and insufficient advertising income.

The Juss sensatiotial and more conservative group of
afternoon daities focus upon o smaller, -established

veadenship concentrted in the -intellectual - and.

political clite. Longer editorials, more detailed news
coverage, lesscemphiasis on feont-page layouts, rare use
of coler. wid more defined political views ™ also

~ charucterize the aftemocn press. Siam Rath, with an
“eatimated civculution of 50,0241, is by Far the deading

afternoon dailyy it is also the nation’s mosy influentiol

“newspaper, wimost solely hecise of the prestige of its
~editor-publisher,

leading mhl!wtn.nls who énjoys’a large following -
amang students, professors, and government workers,.
Exiremely articulate, Kukrit Praseot has been \h.upl\.

Kuknt Pramot, one of Thailand's

entical of the U.S. prosence in Thailind, Two other

“afternion - duifies—C ‘hao Thai and Siam' Nikorn=-

cach have wosmall cm*nl‘ntum variowsly c~mn..hd at
hetw oen 8 000 .md 10,000,

CIA-RDP01-00707R000200090028-6



Five mujor Chinese-bangnage duilies e pnnt(d in
Basigkok  for distribution 0 Chiness cormmimities
throughout Thaitand, Published in hoth nioening and
afternson editions, these newspapers hud i combined
cireuludion in 1969 of alwut 63.000, Parlly be seatise of
the vulnerable position of the Chinese community,
Chinese. newspapers avoid political “comriversy
suppart the gewermment’s position on virtually ev

issue, and are wrupnmusl\r seeurate in reparting, News

coverage is primarily devoted to-intermalional news
and local stories perinent to the ¢ hmow

With the exception- of the Wardkd War 1] period,

Mlaiknd bas e “at least one: English- language
ewspaper sinee 1864 OF the three English-kuiguage
duily newspapers currently published iu Bungkok, the
- Bungkok Post and the Bungkol: World; cach with

cirenlations hovering between 12000 and. 14,000, ure _

owned by the: Thomipson {Lord Fleet) newspaper
s\mlw.nlo Pemistent " attempts since 1963 by the
Thompson group, whicl already owned the Bunghok

Post, o acqtiire control of the’ Banghok World were'

finally successtul in April 1971, The third English-

Janguage dailv, The Nation, \\Iudv fint-uppeared on-’

| July 1971, was estublished primarily throwgh.the f-
~Aforts of Suthicliar Yoon and Thamnoon Mahagminmya,

two Zormer city editors with the Banghok Post who

were ficensed by e merger. hit terms o Waesten -

orieuted style and content, the Post and the World are

probubly the hest newspapens i Fhailane.. bt their
audienee is almost exclusive b the kuge Europesi and

U.S  communitics mnu‘nlr.llcd i Baingkok, - The-
World, shifted to, afternson publication, has a pro-.

American eoloration “while the Post, a
newspaper, Beitish orientation.
newspapers  maintain. high' reporting st mtl.lrds
consistent editorial policies, and heavy  coverage: of
foreign. news.  The  Nation. the uu!\' Thai-owned
Ln' lish Lingueage duily is thore n.mnm.xllsl in tome than

Lo Post and World, wlthough- it hopes to gaia a

norming

reflects a

rv.ulcr\hlp in the furl-u,n community in .-(Itlntmn ity

Thai: patrons,

Thaikd has” ne national 'u('\\fs. ageney. hut
interational agencies “und  foreign information:
serviees are. numerous. - Tlhe - Public |
: l)(‘i).lrtll!(‘lll is u major source of information,

- About 500 perodicals ase published. maiy of which

are directed towand specialized audiences, such as
- professional people,”” women,  voutls,
_enthusiasts. Some popular maga; ies which focus on
entertainment have eiren as high - us 300,000,

Fhe . most influential periodicals, }I(I\u'\'t'r have o

considerably \m.allcr ccirenlation and a readership

cnucenimtul in llm mtdlu.enl\!.n and iu Ih(* ml&ltllnﬁ

avernge ineome and e

- readenhip of 20,000,

Both*

Relations ..

-or- sporls s
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and “upper Among  the more prestigion .
niagazines are the followfine

chitses,

.

CIRCULATION

Bangkok Readers {meonthly) . .© ., ... - .. 50,000
~Satri- Sorn - (weekly) .. L0000 50,000
Siam Rath Weekly Review ... ...,.. ... 40,000
Vilhny'mm (weekly) oLl e ... 25,000
Social Science Review (monthly) ... .. ... 15,000

limig.,l\nl\ Readers, now i its second w.ar. ]ms a Formal
sisnikar 1o llw defundt Life magazine wnd iy intended
Tor families in the younger age gronp with higher than
alion. The U.S: Govenonent.
nmu!lll\' Fhai-lunguage  magazine,
which is disseminated o selected

praciices o
Seripiarhy,

As in mostof - Asia, the deivand Tor books . in

“thaikand s baeeely confined to testhooks, white fiction

is marketed largely 1o tonricts and Westent expatriates.
Most Thai prefer to resd periodicals or the seri;
fiction. curried in “many of the . Bangkok  daily
neswspapers, ’ : .
. High spessting costssire - a serious problem that
cantinues to phogte-nat only Thad newspapen bt also
the entire publishing ln(lnslr\’ ta addition to a high

“iport tax on newspriit, the complicated charaeteris-
ties of written Thai, which inchide -14 consonants, H4

lorms for the nine vowels. and vowel and tonad marks
both above and below the Jitie; bave blécked  the

~deteiopment of an inoxpeasive t\pcwllcr. Tleus, most
Ctype is set-by hand, 1o the Late 1960°s un cight-page .
“dhaily with o press run of 20,000 cmpim't-tl a staflf of

.nlmul AU typesetiens . Newspuper plants .xtl«mpt to

hold -down costs by “doimg u large amount of

commerci printingeiniddition to the datly press ean, -
Pradiiction costs have ‘also been lowered tllmu;.h the
instatlation” of - new - sotary and - offsel presses fronn
Japan, ) :
Fardy in 1973, h’i fadio st.mons were bmnd(.h(m;,
about -4 million tadios were in use. and the : average

“weekly awlience nambered some 13 million.- About

half of the Thui stations ire operated by, the armid
forees and most of the remainder by various agencies
of the guvermment,  Ady ertising _revenues, however,
cover-most. aperating expetises, The mest influential

“stutions are the 25 under the divect supervision of the
Public Relations' Department, known ac the - Rudio

Thailand Nuational  Breudcasting  Sérvice, "I“Iw
Nutional Securty Command of the Royal Thai Army

" operates stations 909 in the northeast and 912 in the
soulh’ which e aimed countering Communist

propaganda und “gencrating . defectors” among
insungents. The Ministey 6f: Foreign Affain formully
aperates | llu- Voice  of lrt-c .»\sm. Iml most. of the

- 61
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international . broadeasting from tiis  station s
produced by the Voice of Amesica, Intemnational
progranis in Nictosinese, Coambodiae,  Malay.
v\Il.imrw.,l.;{ul'i:m. Englhish, and Freneh are Lraadeist
by the General Ovencas Service of Hadio Thailand.
operatec By the Public Relations Department.
Reional stations under the depastment’s . control
include tie Hill Teibe Station in Chinne Mai, which
~ transmits daily broadeasts in-major tribal Langiages,
including Karen; Moo, Yao, Labi and Uisu. in order
to seinforee Jinks brtween the tibal groups and the
govémmeut, coanler Communist . subversion. and
discongage opiune growing, ) v
Padly beeanse of the excellent  recepticn and’
populurity  of foreigu hroadeasts i the north,
wortheast, and south. the number and transmission v
“strength of Thai radie salions in these regions were
significautly expanded in the eary 1970°s. 1o addition
to- army- Mations 909 and 912 and - the increasing,
mber of sutlets broadeasting progrumy in tibal
Tamgeages, new tadio stations were buiitin 1971 in the
proinees of Surie, Nukhon Ratcliasima, Chiang M,

Tex. Lop Bur, Songkhla. and Surt Thani, Fady in -

€73, new stations in the provinees of Trung. Nakhon
Si CThasnnieal,  Mae Hong Sen, and Nan began
hrondeasting, the Tast named pardly i esponse to the
effectiveness of Radio Peking's broadeasts in the acea
“However, the quality of Thai” mdie - broadeasting
remains poor. According o w sunvey conducted in
Junuary 1973 by the Public Relations Hepartment,
“Fhai us woll as the Malays in the sonth; for exampie, -
contine to prefer to listen ta Makaysian radio stations.
fudio - programming i orented  toward entertain-

“ment. Stations operated by the Publie Redutions -

Department, for instance, program shoul 60% of
broadeast time for entertainment, 155 to 20% four.
pews, and 15% o 20%. for educational and other
featires, Radio listener’ surveys clearly “indicate
preference for entertainment, although tastes vary
“hétween city and conntry dwellen. Bangkok residents
prefer. Western-type musie, while Thai folk sungs are
more popalar in the mrl: dreas. Foreigh news and
sports, have a large andience in Bangkok, whereas
religious progranis are favored in the conntrysiaz, The
Chulalonghom University - FM' station in Bangkok,
which broadeasts classical ausic, §

appeal o both wban and rural andiences, - ,

Maost of the Chinese in the Bangkok area fcceive
programs jn the Chinese dialeats through the facilities
of theThai Rediffusion: Compaiw:. which operates a
chamsivl in Thai in addition to the one in Chinese,

Rediffusion broadeasts are jnexpensive and popnlar:

62

especially popular -
“with the Westemized clite. Daytime sedalized drumos
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”

amang the Chinese. I is. not wsaal for several

“linseholds in the Chinese quarterin Parvakok to share

the cost of eenting a rediffusion‘set. which is often
placedd outside so that it can e heard by the whole
streel. Althowgh Foreign Broadeasts in Mandarin amb
ather Chinese dinkeets can be received fromnumerous
sources. the andience lor these pragrims is believed o
heo negligible among  Conumunists and  non-
Communists alike. '

Thailand has had- television sinee June 1953, when
STV in Bungkok began the first regular television
beoaceast schedale on the Asian mainlnd. As with
adio, . television - stations ane controlled by the
gavernment but operle as comtitercial enterprises: At
thie beginning. of 1973, Thaitand had 10 television
stations-—five in Bangkok and five T the provinees—

alony with -numeraus refay stations throughont the

country. The tumber of réeciven is extimated to renge
betsween 420,000 and 650,000 with an average weekly
andienee of about 3.5 million, In narked contrist 1o
the distribation of rdio receivers, which are ovned by
a high propottion of rueal houscholds. television sels
are concenteeteth in ueban areas. : '
Two networks own er control cight of the television
stations: the Thai Television Company, a -state
cnterprise  controlled” by “the Pubiic Relations
Dipartment, which operates twir stations i Barigkok
and four-clsewhere. in Khon Kaen in the notheast.
Latapang in the north, and Sueat Thani and Hat Yai
i the south: “and aemy tedevision which has two
stations in Bangkok. Twn Bunghok autlets televising in
color . are - operted -wuder license by commercial
“interests, ST e
Television  progrunuming. is evenr niore heuvily

~ oriented toward ¢ ertainment than ridio. Avcording

to a U.S. sirvey in Seplember 1970, entertainment’
accounted for appoximately 78% of hroadeast time
on the Bangkok stations. news and informsition for
340 - and edutational and religious programs for 26
" Pelevision enterdainment programming includes fitms

and plays: nunsic, varcty shows, and spedts features.

Thai television  has  borrowed “heavily - from- U.5.
tlevision. - broadeasting o mamber of -popular series, i
sueh i Mad Squad and - Mareus Welby, MDD
Japanese television. . becavse of greater accessibility
“aand lower cost, has been making inmads inta the Thai
~ imirket with their own series programa. Oceasionally.
government telecasts - are - mandatory.. A National
Exceutive Council order of 2 Decembier 1971, For
Cexample. required all television stutians to carry filin
clips of the public execntion of 1 murderer, .
.On 27 Devember 1972 the . Thai  Govemnment

approved a 3-year telévision espansion program which
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will eventually allow nationwide viewing, including

all ontlving provinees. A iotal of 17 television stations

will be comtracted in the nosth and south regions,
while stations io Lampang und Sarat Thani will he

“inygroved to permit - the, trmnsmission of 1 625-hine-

sgstern, b addition. a lelevision svstem control conter
will beset up i Bangkok to select programs for
transmission -t regional pilot-stations in Lampang, -
Surt Thani, and 1t Yai, o

The rowth of the motion victuie wndience sinee
1955 has been rapid. In the mid-1950's the coumtey

comtained 120 theaters with o seating eapacity of

OO persons, and in 1972 there were 430 theators

wilh st seating capacity of 500,000 {Fignee 57). In

addition. 120 cimmercial mobile wiits catered in 1972
to the needs of o burgeoning rival awdience. ly the
aame year an estinkded annual audienee of over 100
milion viewed 730-Zilins, 200 of which were produced
in the . United  States, 100 in Tha and, . with the

reaadnder imported from Eurape, Tdia, Japan, Hong

Rong, Singapore, and the Republic of China. About -

sin'of the thiaters in Buagkok regularly show Chinese
films made i’ Hong Kung and Singapore. :Most of
these films ure dubbed in Teochui.  the principal
dialeet of the Chinese communily-in Bangkok. Other
foreign filnes are shown with the origimal soundtrick
and subtitles in hoth Thai and Chinese or are dubbed
in Thai only. Semctines seleeted scenes are Ganstated
after tueming off the soundirack, or commentary is
provided during inter ion or after completion of

the. Gilm. Hence, slapstick - comedios and action
© pictures “containing simple plots, such -as the U,

Wasters, are especially popiar; partly beeanse they
are nore readily undenstood  thsough* visual means
alone. Spy films and pictares with war themes are also
popalar, ‘ B

The Nedgling Phai film industry, ulthough muainky

characterized by prwluctions . of poor gquality and’
bedeviled by high taves on ticket sales and processest
filim, -is heginning to’ cxhibit techrical proficieney.,

Aided by a cut of 80% on the import duty of raw film, ..

more priductions are being filmed in 35<mm. Soine

low-cost financing s reportedly  availuble to

filmmakers. throgh the Tadustrial Finance Corporna-
tion. Also, the infusivn of new blood could mark u
turiing point for the industry, However, continning :
difficulties i securing adequate  financing  for
producing high quatity 35-ma. films hive foreed Thai
{ilm “producers Lo limit ‘the number. of sueh
productions, Tn- contrast, 3 growing  mumber of .

_independent movie producers. with'a ready story line

culled from radio soap ODCTUS, 4 cameriman or two,
professional actors, wnd o minitnm of equipment are
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taming ot quustities of the cheaner G-, films.
While Thai filus retain their popularity in rueal arcas,
they are. rasely - patrenized by the edieated and
Westernized Thai in the cities, E
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