SECRET
32B/GS

Yemen (Aden)

July 1973

Armed Forces - .
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE SURVEY ’

SECRET

APPROVED FOR RELEASE: 2009/06/16: CIA-RDP01-000R0002001 00023-0



NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE SURVEY PUBLICATIONS

The basic wnit of the NIS is the General Survey, which is now
published in a bound-by-chapter format so that topics of greater per-
ishability can be updated on an individual basis. These chapters—Country
Profile, The Society, Government and Politics, The Economy, Military Geog-
raphy, Transportation and Telecommunications, Armed Forces, Science, and
Intelligence and Security, provide the primary NIS coverage. Some chapters,
particularly Science and Intelligence and Security, that are not pertinent to
all countries, are produced selectively. For small countries requiring only
minimal NIS treatment, the General Survey coverage may be bound into
one volume.

Suprlementing the General Survey is the NIS Basic Intelligence Fact-
book, u ready reference publication that semiannually updates key sta-
tistical data found in the Survey. An unclassified edition of the factbook
omits some details on the economy, the defense forces, and the intelligence
and security organizations.

Although detailed sections on many topics were part of the NIS
Program, production of these sections has been phased out. Those pre-
viously produced will continue to be available as long as the major
portion of the study is considered valid.

A quarterly listing of al! active NIS units is published in the Inventory
of Available NiS' Publications, which is also bound into the concurreni
classified Factbook. The Inventory lists all NIS units by area name and
number and includes classification and date of issue; it thus facilitates the
ordering of NIS units as well as their filing, cataloging, and utilization.

Initial dissemination, additional copies of NIS units, or separate
chapters of the General Surveys can be obtained directly or through
ligison channels from the Central Intelligence Agency.

. The General Survey is prepared for the NIS by the Central Intelligence
Agency and the Defense Intelligence Agernicy under the general direction
of the NIS Committee. It is coordinated, edited, published, and dissemi-
nated by the Central Intelligence Agency.

WARNINC

This document contains information affecting the national defense nf 'he United States, within the
meaning of fitle 18, sections 793 and 794 of the code, lati
of its contents 1o or receipt by an unouthorized person is prohub-ied by law.

CLASSIFIED BY 019641, EXEMPT FROM GENERAL DECLASSIFI-
CATION SCHEDULE OF E. O. 11652 EXEMPTION CATEGORIES
58 (1), (2), (3). DECLASSIFIED ONLY ON APPROVAL OF THE
DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE.

APPROVED FOR RELEASE: 2009/06/16: CIA-RDP01-00707R000200100023-0




WARNING

‘The NIS is National Intelligence and may not be re-
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This chapter was prepared for the NIS by the De-
fense Intelligence Agency. Research was substan-
tially completed by January 1973.
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Armed Forces

A. Defense establishment

The armed forces of the People’s Demaocratie
Republic of Yemen (PUDRYDY consist of w 12,000-
mian anny, o navy with a complement of nine small
vessels and about 300 pesonmel. and an air foree with
32 wireraft and un estimated 233 penonnel. There are
fore parnmilitary, intelligence, or militia or-

Uhie Penple's Devwerativ Repoblic of Yemen is sl nefersed 100s
Yoemen clens
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ganizations: the 5.000-man Public Security Foree: the
small Revolutionury Security Service: the Popular
Forees, aromnd 200 strong: and the 5.060-10.000-
M People’s Nilitia, ($)

The primary mission of the armed forees is nation)
defense and the maintenanee of internal security.
Since the British withdrewal in November 1967, (he
armed forees” ability 1o carey out their inission s
been tsted on mumerous occasions by dissident tribes,
exiled politicat factions. and deposed sheikhs. In 1972
militury Torees effectively wepelled o somall and itl-
phutmed invasion by a coulition of dissident forees
supported- by the army and air force of the Yewen
Arab Republic (Y.ARLY Border hostilities byve
ocenrred several limes, with P.D.RY, forces invading
YAR territory and then withdrawing, Confron-
Ladions of Yemen (Adent with its neighbuons are the
resilts of the government's rudical  Maryist
aricntation, which it frequently attempts to export to
other states of the Arabian Peninsula. (€

The amed forees could not successfully delend
againsta major puwer. They love, however, repelled
incosions from  the Y AR and probably could
withstand o militany sdlack by Samcdi Arabiia, bt
witle proper pluming and exevation, @ combined
invasion by Y AR, Saudi Arabian, and dissident
forees would possibly suceced: however, such o theeat
is unlikely in the neae term. (8)

Ary leadership has displaved imagination and
resourcefulniess in combiting enemies of tlie regime
swnd in deploving forees rapidly o widely separated
trouble spats, e has ulso canducted well-planned joint
operations, and  despite the comsiderable  strain
imposed by combat aperations, no serions breakdown

“The Yewen Arab Bepublic is alo sefeeed 1o Yemen (Santa )
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in the womy's Jugistical system has ocvuzeed: The air
lorce has exprded in size over the past several veurs.
Air erews can now {he opertional gronad attack
mixsions us well ay trsport supplies sind equipment
to anmy onits, The weakest link is the air <defense
system, which is seattered and not imtegrated. The
navy’s capability is limited to patrolling coastal waters
and providing limited sealift assistanee to the army,
Although the government has, with Soviet support.
apparently increased the development of the aagy, it
will probably renmin the least important of the regular
armed forees, (8)

The primary weaknesses of the anmed forees are the
complete dependence on forcign, prinarily Soviet,
militury assistunce, the low cdocational level of the
pensannd, ad (riction resnlting

¢ from political and
tribal differences. By Noveniber 1970, inan attemptto
disconrage tribalism. no tribal names were being used
by members of the armed forees. {C)

Since independence, the amwed forees laive not
greatly intedered with the civilian operation of the
government, although many armed forces: personnel
are members of the ruling Nationad Front (NF)
organization. Usually when grambling and-internal
dispirtes have reached a_point whese intervention by
the anndd forees might be expected, an external threat
aguinst the PAD.RY. has developed which has bad the
cffect of uniting the comitry. (C)

Prior to its establishment as an independent conntey
in November 1967, the state’s extermal defense and
internal security were the respousibility of the United
Kingdom, which provided the expanding indigenous
gronnd forces with all materiel. Since indepeadence
the P.DRY. has swung toward the Communist states
for assistance. There are no known bilateral military
alliances or treatics, bul ‘technical amnd  military
assistance agreements have been concluded with the
U.S.S.R., East Germany, Thingary, and North Korea,
and p(w.lhl\‘ with the People’s Republic of China and
Svria, (S}

Of prime importauce is Soviet aid. The fint two
Soviet-PDR.Y. military aid pacts were concluded in
Februry and August 1968, and others have heen
reached since. Under an agreement signed in 1971,
whose vilue is an etimated USS10 -million. medium
tauks, naval craft, light jet bombiers. and helicopters
are to be provided. Unity talks between the two
Yemens in November 1972 were preceded by
P.DLR.Y.-U.S.S:R. comultations in Moscow, at which
time the Soviels pledgid to continne to help
strengthen PILRY, defenses. Sinee lute 1969 the
U.S.S.R. hashad permission to use storage lacilities in
Aden, but it has never been allowed to use Aden as a

the purt-city-of Aden. The unit w:

vaval buse, The POLRIY.
Leagueand theArb Le;
ey

1. Wistorical

Fhebistoryaof the; sy ;,m's back to Wadd Aar.l,
when-a batfalion ol mf.mtr\' way fom 'd u:lh I(;w“\“
eilisted Arahsdo wllfnml Turkish troops Hireatoniing
disbanded in 1923
but rv-funm o in- !‘J" _. |_g<~ Aden Protectorate Livies
(APLY under control- uf»lf:(} British Roval Air Force.
From' 1929 through 1939 the APLL was ntilized for the
protection of airfields, Lor resideney guard duty, wisd

for garison duties on Perim and Kamaran islauds,

During Word War 11 an atiairenift unit was
temposarily wdded 1o the APL. and in 19460 this unit
suceeeded in shooting doswn ain Balian homber over
Aden. To cope with an jocreasing pumber of
disturbances in the postwar vears, the foree way
reorgatiized in 1957 wnd placed under Biitish Army
control, [ 196) the APL came under the jurisdiction
of the Federation of South Arabia Government and
was redesignated the Federad Regular Army (FRAY. By
1964, the FRA comprised five infntey battalions. an
armored ¢ivr sqiadron, and a siznal squadron, InJune
1967 four huttalioins of the Federal Guard (National
Guard) were amalgamated with the FRA. Shortly
therealter, o tenth battalion was seeruited, and- carly
in 1668 the three battalions of the Badrami Bedosin
fegion, an internal security foree in the former
Eastern Aden Protectorate, were added o the armny,
{r "Ou)

Under British  tutelage until independence: the
arrov was well trined in mountain warfare tactics,
including helicopter-borne ofierations. Some units also
were trained along British lines for urban inteinal
secunty operations. With Soviet assistance, which
began in 1965, the ary has expanded to six brigades
and continues to improve its capabilities. Since
independence it has been  offectively  combating
dissident operations directed from the Y AR, and
Saudi Arabia. The aony’s only military setback
aceurred on 26 Novemlier 1969: approximately two of
its infantry battalions supported by armored cans
crossed into Saudi Arabia and c.nptuml the ‘border
post ut Waday'ah?but were repalsed by Sandi armed
forces. putticulady by the Rovil Saudi-Air Foree, {8}

The PD.R.Y. Navy was forored in 1966 asthe South
Arabiant Navy, and the United Kingdom agroed 1o

For diactitics on place naries, see the list of names on the apten
of He Summary Map in the Country Profile chapter, and the map
itself.
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dindependence in

wis redesignated  the
(fed witls expia

..ulmlmsl'muv l'.lff were Bnnsh pets mllll.‘l umh-
contract: The: radical government dismissed all British
coutmd pxluh i February 1968, but the U.K. firm
rk- Lid. continuid to be engagged to. perform
maintenance. A few pilots from Yugosfavia and other
Arab states were hired to fly triamsport and: ground:
_support missions in the fall of 1968, The USSR
inflience i the air-force-began:in January 1969 with
tie delivery of cu,ht MIG-1T'5 and two MiG-13'5 and
the atrival of Soviet-udvisers and technicians. Four §-

28 jot light bombers were sent during 1972 und.

additional aireraft deliveries are expected. Syrian
piluts and’ technicians arrived. in January 1970, hut
after u dispute:with Yemeni officers departed in July of
that samne vear: Also in 1970 the air foree canceled
Airwork’s  maintenance contract: and  Ajrwork
personinel were  subsequently  replaced by lragi
technicians. (8)

Because of incrensed Soviet influcnee and
cquipment deliveries, the air force now lias a fair
ground suppost wid transpoit capability. The air force
took no real part in the Wiiday'ah border incident
against Samdic Arabia in 1968, but iU has been
emploved frequently against dissident forees operating
out of the Y.AR. (S8) _

The Public Security Foree, the primiaey paramilitary
organization, had its origin in'the Goverument Guards
which were forined in 1938, With an initial strengtly of
ouly 100-men, the Govermnment Guards were rapidly
expanded as internal secarily reyuirements. increased.
In 1969 the Government Guards cami under control
af the newly formed Fedrral Governiment i 1959 and
weny mcr;,,ctl with the various Tribal (;u.ml\ of each
state to- form the Federal Guard, In 1965 this force,
totaling 3,000 personnel; was further reonganized. One
segment was organized into four niobile battilions
whicly in 1967 were assimilated into- the FRA. The
retnainder assumed the static role of manning
! upcomnitey police posts, became amalgamisted with

ceventiaadly came to form the l’ubllc

the Aden Stte Police and the Luhij Police, and
Security Foree.
Overall; the PAF apparently is effective in carrving out
its duties as a police foree, (C)

The paramilitary Popular Forces were organized in
1970, probaldy as o substitute for e leftist People’s
Guurd. which was formed after independence Trom
armed members of the '\‘.nlmu.ll Liberation Front
{now the National Front). By Mareh 1968 the Peoge’s
Guird had o strength of 1O000-1L1L000. Hewever,
after an uprising in Abyan, near Al Anad: in May of
that: vear, the more moderate anny demanded the
disarming and reorganization of the guard, which was
reduced in strength o soue 400—.)00 traops. {S)

The idiz of h.l\'m;, a Pcnplu s Militia was originally
developed after indepetidence witly the theaght of
organizing local defense volunteers. but nothing was
doite untit~ 1971 when the NF again proposed. its
formation.  Militia waits are now being  formed
throoghont the conntry. (C)

Dissicent tribal forees have been uving the Y.AR. as

their hes adguarters for insargent operations against the

P.LRY. since the latter's independdence from: the
British, i October 1971 0 PARLY foree composed of
army und paramilitary units and supported by MiG

tighters entered theé Y.AR. at Balag. penitrited 25

miles, and ronted: approsinuitely 1200 dissiclent triliwes-
men. The cncounter demonstrated: the PR
ability to. perform effective coordinated  military
opesations, Also dhtring Oclober 1971, fonner PLD.RY,
army commander *Ali *Abdullah Maysari was killed
by seenrity forces. Mavsari ity well have been in
contact witli somise military and puhtw.al leaders from
both: Yeniens with.a view towaed onganizing a coup
against the PD.RY. regime, On 21 February 1972,
tension between: the two '\"cliw‘ils cl\'L‘ailal(“tl when the
Paranount Sheikh of the Khawlan tilie, Naji bin “Ali
al:Ghadir, and-soie 63 of his followers were killed by
P.D.R.Y. forces at. Bayhabal Qisab, probably
following cross-border operations by the slivikh and his
forees, (S)

Fhie: Sultanate of Oman has forvears been fighting a
guerritla wor in Dhofar against insurgerits supported,
by the P.DRY. In May 1972, fighting erupted
hetween Omuni air and ground forces and P.D.R.Y:
Army, public security, and militia forces at Hawf and
at the border fort.ul Vabarat. (8}

Laeading the fight for the overthrow of the National
Front Government is the Suudi-supported. National
Unity Front {NUF). a fragile coalition of dissident
groups and exiled tribesinen. Formed in 1970, the
NUF's effectiveness was. usually blocked by its own
internal power struggles: Finally in 1972 an oltimatian
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was delivensd |
state. Colonel

u‘di Arabiaand by 1 ilmn'» head of
Tor, the NUF lo produce
fllrlhvr.u(l wonild cease, Niany of e
ilizn offiviils alsoagreed that
";m’)l;‘f’v the EDAY s rudical
Uie fint half of Septendier
v ki into the PR, post

il Salading ancored cars

Ashol erossesd

tusayn "Ulhngn
nd-atta ked: positions sonth of

"

!b,»"‘.i).'l('.\:. officinls  Becane
s were the foreraroner of an
’ and VA eguiae
i, except or supphies
_ . 06 official YA
lecn ()l}l 26°September, DALY,
anl artilléry coimterattacked ol
he They witlideew shonlly afier
lll.ll YA d. army unils

1972,

wWere

"(l (1% llav lmnh T AT
- .m {'\hm 1lvd 10, iiil!]

lev i.s!vr (llv EAT I
Nu YR ndlitary forces
¢kl ~:-\'cr‘1[ PRY. airfields and
v {_lmwu r, Uie sitecess af these: fonevs was
jllnrl Il\ul Despite i series of coase-figes arranged by
tlw twoe Yemen prviw miistees, Z0R8:Y, arrsed’ forees
it sistemidically reciveiing the teriitory, Lack of
any gontrol over this regifie, dissident, and tsilal
forces From the aortli, plus the sapid depletion uf
ammuiition. and” spare parts, cused e poody
pliniied: invaston to- faiil by Octolicr: An agreeient
was reselied. the seme nionth by e two Yemens Lo
work. towurd-unity within: s vear. By 30 Decombaer the
PIERY. Anny had completed the withdrawal of
tiflitary coneentritions from. inside Y AR, territory.
the border was reopened. aind some semblance of
prace was bisog mgintained: (8§

2. Conimand structure-(S)

Delense policy decisions iristhe n’-‘s"mu\ib)ililv ol the
Natioiw] Defease Conoeil. which & headed by the
Chairman of Uie Presidential ¢ ‘ouneil- and inelsicdes the
Secretary General of tie Nationad Feml, the Priine

Minister, the Défease Minister, aiel the Inlerior
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Minister. As of ey 1973 thee ) fine Miwister. "Ali
Nasir Xhubignniad - Husani, wae olso Minisler of
Detense and Aemed Forees Commander in Chief.
Militiury poliey is corried out by the Ministey of
Deferse and its suborlinate Armed Forces CGeneral
Headguarlers at Abu “Uhavdall Mililun Headguar-
ters tear Aden. the top intelligence body within the
Ministry of Defense is the Military  TnteHigence
Committes, which ineludes the wemy chielF of staff, the
chivl of npertions, intelligence coordinatoss, the chief
of the Military Intetligence Sesvice, and the directos of
the Public Securty Forer, Military apenttions e
comthiofled Ty the Depaty Delense Minister and Anny
Compamder, L4 Col, Al Nusir ofs3ishi. alias “Ali
“Antar, Inoveality the genced stadlis the sane for btk
atsed [orees anel army headquaners,

e Mareh 1971 the National Defense Conngil
decided to funn popular deferse conncils throughom
the FLDLRY. to ™ ke paet i the countey s defense and
te appamse plass being engincere N aaiad e
conntey.” The teal councils appear 1o he primarily
intended for paanililaes organizations, Paanilitary
forees include e Public: Seenrity Force and Ui
Revolwtionary Seeurity Seavice, which are contralled
by the Minider of FTotesior. and the Popolar Forevs
and Peaple’s Miditia, which appear 1o be mider the
ghidanee of the Nationat Front,

When opsrating sith otlier forees, the anmny assines
operational control of pirasilitary units. There e o
conflivts over-the dimin of command, with eanch foree
acting in eoncert with its connlerparls (Figure V),

B. Joint activitics
1. Miliry manpowey

As ol E Dy 1973 the 2,085 had aboid 377,000
iales in Uie ages 509, of whom about 533% were
physieally fit for military service. Available manpower
By Sevear uze gronpings is shown in the following
tabulation: (U0

Maxisun
Torae NUMNER FIT FOR
Ace X1arss MILITARY SENVICE
[5-18 79,000 413000
Znaag co s 0000 20,000
23-29 . GLOOD 33,000
3034 . 93,000 30,000
35059 45000 25,000
40:4: 35,000 15.000 -
DERL 31,000 13,000
Total, 13-19 377,000 2\13,00(1

The wverage mmber of nuiles reaching militarn wge

(181 orwuath between 1973 and 1977 wili be



approximately 13,000, Until ai teast the end of 1969
there wis no conseription system in the anned forees,
However, in May 1971 Minister ofdnterior Salil Muti
said the government wis "acc.c\p‘i'ir\‘ﬂ_ draftees into the
nationay armed forees to give them aseliance to carsy
their responsibilitios of rule withia the Svinework of
single national front.” The age limit-for draidees is not
knowas, but personnel who are weeruited ace hetween
18 and 26 vears ald. There is uor reserve svstem.
Additionul personnel to be mobilized would Bave to
come from “the paramilitary Populur Forees: and
People’s Militia, (C)

Although almost 80% are illitente,  militery
persornel display a miditary aplitude hecsase of their
lifelong environmental association with cudimentan
fircarms and the terradr in which the army operates.
The citizens in and srownd the former British crown
colony. of Aden have develsped a familiarity with
machines which is uot Tound in moest of the Arabian

“Peninsala, and these skills has erried over 0 the
benefit-of the armed forces. silitary penonned have
demonstrated an excellent '.1|'1lihu|c for improvisation
with resoiteces available to them. There i po
Judieation that P.D.RY. troops have expericnee
undue dnﬂludl\ with Soviel training techaiques, (S

Fhroughout the stogmy upheavals which {ollowed
independence, the armed forces have remainea loval
to the regime. While tribal and regional antagonisms
remain, the major distuptive factorin-the armed forees
hus been the factionilism between suppaorten of the
state’s two Jes ulmg !mlltlc.ﬂ fivals, Presidential
Council ‘Chairmun Sulim Rubay'i "Ali and Nationsd
Front Secretary Ceneral “Abd al-Fattah Ismw'il. The
armed-forees in general owe their loyulty o President
“Ali. but there are areas of stres u,lh which. support
bssntil. Nearly half-olthe air foree is of northern (e,
Yemen- Araly Republic) origin and are more loval o
Bonail, himsell o nostherner, tntedinked with this
rivalry isstension beiween pro-Soviet and pro:Chinese

~groups: dsma'il is a proponent of the former shile
President. A favors the Jatter, {$)
\lllumgh llwre h.wc |wcn instances (if c'\'mp.ll'w

' 'nl(- of thet .u‘j_(' .uld derluulx
the Jml[‘d forces .l[)pl‘.ll‘ quite.

l‘ur cmmplv mms of: tlm .mnv(' fnrct'\ were -skogl'm

1970 and wgain in 1971 1o give upLday’s sakary for.
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the Popular Front for the Liberation of Qg anid the
Arabicn Golt, and for the Palestinian revolidionaries,
)

2, Strength trends (S)

The strength of the wnned fores {exclinding wilitia
and intelligence its) s dovly inereased  sinee
independence {Figure 20 A weipporary drop e aomy
strength from 9,000 to about 7.500 teok place late in
1967 foblowing the purge and delection of many
troops of “Andayd tribad background. b the
integration of the 1300w dladeani Bedonin
Legion into the army carh the following veas
restabifized its strength wd 9,000, The oy has marde
soiall waines in size sinee ther aved should continue this
trendh. Navs? and air foree steengths will probakily
increase pnificamly,
arrive Lom the USSR,

Paramilitany strength has luctuated greatly, Fhe
Poblic Sceurity Foree has remaind stietic at 3,000
People’s Cuarde the {oresunner ol the
Popukar Forces, was estiyaated at 1000 1o HLODO men
b 1968, hut it was subsequently  disarmed  wndd
reonganized. Dusing 1971 and 1972 both the Papular
Forces and the People’s Militia were expanded and
may be approaching pasned streugths.

ay o expecled amn deliveries

3. Training (S)

Anned forces Iraining has inereased significanidy
sinee the first Soviet weapmas were indmdaced in 1968,
The Soviet Milituy Advisory Group, the principal
wilivary advisens to the srmed forees, is headguanered
i Aden and comnnded by aomajor general, Fraining
counes are conducted both o the FRORY. and in
Toreigty conntrios, primariby the G888 1n 1971 and
1972 i dncreasing nnmber of ared forees traibees
were senl 1o and relnand Trom the USSR The
Soviet mission became quite distressed in 1971 over
dhe arrival in Yewenw (Adendin 1971 of cightarmy and
cight air force advisers fronu e People’s Bepubilic of

FIGURE 2 etsotme! sk *ng!hs of the armed forccs {8}
it
YEAR AHMY Navy FORCE TOTAL
BT o ivaenn,. BLODO a5 *)
| 11411, SN 9§ M0 ey -
[L O LU ) a5
i, . ......... Baoo i 120
ARTE.o e NOA0N 190 146 16,330
(K R AL 306 235 $2,585
*vhe air farce was depradeny on fureign contiag

- personnel
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| other countries, siich as Dragand Syria, bave
g eaining: - Lhe anned forces an a much
smaller se: ;It,._} PAXRY. military officers were
ie: Sridanese Nilitiry Academy in June
v for political reasons; none have
emiany: iy alsolbe conducting some

itry” trining - is_conducted at Aden,
o lrainin tllL flvld Ill . mncd furcu

lht- ._mn_\' h as {u-a_lucml_\
’i::i"l:pr_\':_f(_ar@s.

»aspeet of training that
i emphiasis:throughout-the
armed: I’nncw Iu Maich: 1971 . the_post of Deputy
Miaister of Defense for Mloral and Political Guidance
was (.l‘t"llt‘d lhm l'(‘”l't'htll, the extenl of the
gover meit's concemn. for the * ]mlmml culighten-
metit”” of the armed forces,

Bused on effectiveness of the various components in
-]Llll.l, combat operations, army (raining seems to he
effective. w hile naval and air force “raining-needs
improvement. This-is especially true for the aic foree
hecause of its highier technical r('qllm-mcnls Soviet
advisory assistaniee to all tiree services is. expeeted: to
increase,

4. Military budget (C):

The budger for the regulir arined forces of the
People’s Democralic Republic of Yemen (P.DRY.) is
prepared” by the finance office of the Ministry of
Defense,-and estimates of expenditures for the Pulbilic
Sceurity Force are formulated within the Ninistey of
Interior. After review and coordination. these budgets
are combined. to form: the defense budget. which is
tien presented 100 the Ministry of Finanee aed
incorporited into the national budiget. The Executive
Committee reviews the: national badget  and,
followinig approval passes iU én to thé National Front
Command, whicl it practice merely approves. it us
presented. Annual defense budgets: Tor fiscal: ye
1967 through 197¢ are shown befow, lnfmm.nlum is

not availuble on the brmlation orimoonts m(l;.,('l(-(!-

for the Revolutionary Seciirity Service; l'npul.lrl
or Peoples Militia.

orces,

P.DAY: DPFP\ Bl.nrm
(Milh‘nm of u. S o"ars)
1967, 1968 1960 19'0 1971
Defense budget ...... 297 301 212 196 158
Defense hudget as a-
percent. of national:
budget ..........

B I) R:

.. 408 490, 552 529 344
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3. Logisties

The paucity of natond esources and teelinological
skills in the People’s Deamoeratic Republie of Yemen
prechades all bul marginal economic support lor the
country’s annéd forees. The loss of Briti v budget
support and troop expenditares, combined. with the
decrease in bunkering activity at the port of Aden
hecause of the closure of the Suez Canal in 1967, has
resulted in o comsiderable decline in nationa] income.
tn addition, the defense budgets lave consistently
aceotnted: for o large portion of e total national
budgel, absorbing  funds needed for economie
development {(C)

The P.D.RY. is totally dependent on foreign sources
for military matericl. Prior to  indepeadence in
November 1967, the country relied exclusively on the
United Kingdom for armed forces equipment and
truining. Since then. several inilitary wid agreements,
aloed at_a total of $27 million. have been conelided
with the Soviel Union. Equipment provided. by the
USSR has included. infantry weapons, artillery,
armored vehicles, trucks, landing craft, submarine
chasers, helicopters, and airezaft, including 15 lighters
and 5 transports. Lesser amonats ol ground forees
ntatesiel have been supplicd by Algérin, Eust
Genmany, Hungary, leag, aid China. (87

Militury equipment rontinely arrives at the poit of
Aden in merchant vessels. Fhere was o signilicint
inerease in Soviel militasy transport-Hlights o Aden in
the Fall of 1972, during the hostilities with the VAR
This-is indicative of the bnporlance the Soviet Union
attaches to its military suppart of and presence incthe
PAARY. (S)

Aden is the prinary storage depat. for mifitary
cquiphient cind supplies. which are transported: by
grouikdl and air to wnils throughent the country as
needéed. Paramilitary. forees. receive logistic support:
from- the nwl 14 .u'mvd Jorees. Despite: the relative
unsophistication of logistics. ne.major breakdowns are
knowi to have veeurred. When weapoirs or supplies
are necded for specilic combal missions in-other prts

of the comtry. they are seit without undue delay. As

a example, i {\{fu}' 1I_>.‘()”T mmlnnllum was [lown fror
Ader into. the aidicld at Al Gliayelal for use agikin 1
Omini forees- (8)

C. Amy (S)

()n.'.:mm-d in its present form cardy in 1968, the
" Army s the: precminent military foree in the
N5 prionary ‘missions are o maintaii internal
and: <|l'ﬁ-|1d the nation’s. Lioundaries against
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loreign agyression. o its short bt stormy history, the
aemy s demonstrated its capability to preserve Uie
status quao.

Although no mateh against a aijor power, the
armiy has proven itsell capable of conducting limited
military operations into Y.AR, territory, and during
the attempted invasion in the Fall of 1972 it was able
to repel the Yemeni force of army regularns. tribal
mercenaries, and National Unity Front forees. “T'lu?
army is well trained for the Arabian Peninsula. has an
offective logisties system,” and is mobile cnough to
deploy ripidly 0 lmul)lc'(i arcas, 1t also has conducted
well-planned joint operations with air and paramili
tary forces and has advantageousty wtilized an
effective intelligence svstem based on hoth hunaan
and technieal resources,

Much of the credit for this effectiveness must be
given o the U.S.S.R.. which has provided advisens and
most of the equipment. In addition to the advisers
stutioned in the countes, Soviet military delegations
have visited the P.DRY, and inspected  army
brigudes.

The army’s greatest weakness lies in the threat of
interna) conflict over political and tribal differences,
The political guarerel, between Chadrmian *Ali, who has
pro-Chinese leanings, and National Front Scerctary
Cenerad  Ismacil, who supports the USSR, T
penctrated the anmy. Several times during 1972, the
army relused fo carey ot orders from the National
Front. In early 1972 Chainman “Ali abolished the
Cepablican Guard, a foree of reguilar sy troops on
special duty, becase he h.sd evidence that a huge
proportion of its officers werc of northermn Yemeni
origin and losal to his rival, lsmalil, a northerner. 1L
appears that many army officers are slowly taming
against smicil becanse of his pro-Soviet leanings and
his northern regional ties. Another source of friction in
the army is-the varied tribal ltlztk(.‘up of its members.
“The arniv-has on severalFoccasions hedii on theverge of
open interal conflict: but cach lime it has managed
to waintain its intégrity. As long as it femains
cohesive uiit, it \I'(mld be an effective force in
southern Arabia.

I..Organization

The Arned Forces Gencral: Ilcadqn.uur\».nt Abu
*Ubayvdah I'nm.lmnu as the Army (wucrni
Ilc.n(lqn.nrtvrs. with-army - ronnel serving in both
roles, ”ll‘ €nm I.Illd(‘r (lf tlu* ATy, C.illld the Land
Forees, .uldmun.nllv sorves as Depity Deferse
Miiister; he is m}mulm.xtc o the -('Somnnndvr in
Chief of the Armed: hm:cx who is; alvo cnuwr'(-nlf\'
Prime Minister an(l ‘Minister of l)Lf(-nw

.II'\(I
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truining Imtl.llu)n. a military academy,

govermorates: hewever, the

Seeond,

'mnmtr\ \lwl: .u'tin' .uh[lvn fet:ic [mwntuntlu' l\l.md
ol Sovotra, mast dirmor and artiflery are allocated by
the danny cmmnu‘l]d to-hattaliony: :|.\‘“iwc('ig,~_d».
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The generd staff, which appears 1o be guite seall.
includes o ehiel of stalf wwd it deputy chicf of general
staff, with additional  positions  for operations.
intelligence. trining, supplies, and administration.
The armored corps commander and artiliery corps
commander abso wre on’the general staff, The depoty
chief of stafl for intelligence supervises the Military
intefligence Serviee, which is responsibie for military
information coliection. military seearity, and coutrol
of insurgency.

The Ay General Tladquarters dircatly controls
the six brigades, which are the printary tactical units.
Although each regiond governor may have some
degree of control over, o7 at least courdination with,
the ‘military onjts within his jurisdiction, abi nilitary
orders are issed from Abo “Ubavdih in the name of
the anny command.

2, Steeagth, composition, and disposition’

Strength of the army is approximately 12000 men
organized into six infantny brigades of three battalions
vuch, Brig;}.dc §!rt‘|tgt||s. whicl also include support
unit personnel, vary between 1L.200 and 1600 men:
Dattalion strengths useadly are between 300 and 500.

Each battalion has-three companies. I additiorn (o the
lrigades. the army also includes wsignal hattalion, a
a military
police unit, a number of armoted and artillery units,
and support units,  Auny  brigades are located
throughout the conuntry. with troop concentrations in
the dities of Aden. Bayhan al Qisab, Mukayris, Al
*Anad. Al "Abr, and Al Mukalla, Euch brigade is
responsible for conducting miilitary operatiotss in il
respective region. As an example, the 30th Brigade's
areq of responsibility s the onthving Fifth and Sixth
army’s degree of effective
control is considertbly loss in these far eaterly
paveraorates thansin those areas oser to the seat of
power. Battalions are periotically rotated from one
governorite {and one ‘brigade) to another, During the
Yewmeni hostilities in the Tl of 1972, hattalivos were
ripidly (lcplm ed 1o the nosthern borders of the
Thied, and- luurlh u\omnmlcs Armored
and thsliv '_ aot- m.untmm-zl
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At army units are cquipped \\1l|| Soviet weapons,
Majoe: items of: military equipmentinclude T-34 and
P58 mediam l.mks BTR-10 and BER-132 anmered
pt'r\muwl carriers, BRI)\I-" armored: reconnaissance

antiairenft artillery? and 73-mm. 83-man,

225 Jﬂl"l'r\‘ guns, Equipment remaining

fir rmn llw British ‘before 1938, such as Ferret Scont

cars and 2a-|xmudu adtillery, is alinost cenainly
unsemw.ub!:, |1\ llll\\

In: I‘(-ltru.m 1972, the PLRY. receivedia shipment
nf Imml‘/crs. |:1.|('!_liz|cgl!‘i|$, armored (-_ars". und
motoieycles: fmm Fast-Geraany, That same vear an
.q,rc('mul( vas. cancluded: with Hongaey for an
unkiown .mmunt of ground’ cquipment; as of July
1973, 12 .lrltllcn' picces lind been delivered, OF the
uther \r.tl) comitrics, only lrag and Algeria have
provided. military m.ltcru-l to the P.D.RY. Ingi
deliveries
.nnmunmou in tie spring of 1968, Yenien: (Aden)
received o large shipment of arms and ammuonition as

; ;.lfl. fromi Algeria.

3: Training

The army's trainiing program. is ileér the
supervision of Soviet udvisers bt in the country and
inthe U.S.S. R,V |rtu.||]\' abl form.ll in-country training
is conducted it S.ll.lhudm canip. ir-the vicinity of
Little Aden:. With-the introduiction of Soviet infuntry
weapons in mid-1968 and artitlery aind semor in 1969,
training in 85-nm artillery. T-34 mecinm tanks, and
other weapons. wis initinted. By March 1969, 4t 1east
20- Sovict instractors were present. at the teaining

center. and one army battalion had- completed:

lraining in Saviet weapons systerss. There are at-Jeast
75 Soviet militury advisers with the army. Each
Brrigade has w Soviet adviser and: translalor assigned.

OF the othess, approximately 25 advisers are issigned.

to Sulubidin: Camp, five are with the Soviel Military
Mission headguarters.and the rest visit outlying units
as requised. Very fow of the Soviets trvel tounils in: the
castern border arcas.  Advisers  previoisly were
attached to battalions. bul it appears that they: now
are assaciated with a battalion only whei the unit'is in

training.
On 1 Seplember 1971 Prosidential. (mmcll
Chairman “Ali. opeied  the nnhl.m' .lc' E

Salubudin camp. I}Il, coune o

primarily included small arms und
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However, the fist group of army officen graduated
(romn the military academy just 1 veae later. in
September 19720 The early graduation is probably
indicative of the need Tor officers.

In addition te the strong Soviet influence on the
domestic training progron there may be o small
number of Iragi advisers working with artillens and
armor units. Fight Chinese wrmy officers arrived i
Februasy 1971, but shortly after, the Soviet military
fearful of Chinese inroads into. the anned
forces, persuaded the EDLRY. Government to send
them: back home,

External training for the army is alse heavily
dominated by the USSR, Trainees From each
Brigadde ure sent to the USSR, and o large nnmber of
army trainees returned from there in July 1972, The
cursiculum offered is not known. hut courses are given
in general militaey studies as welk as in specinlized and
technical fields. Traq provides limited army training,

fssion,

The-military tragning program includes the study of
Marxist doctrine. Every battalion hus in i ranks
number of ideologically trained men who  have
undergone political  training by NF cadres. Units
us Sarigyat al-Istitla” (Reconnuissance
Somgninies) apparentli exist with the pramary duty of
keeping.the brigades idealogically motivated.

Overall. the 1Rining program is marginal by
Wostern or Soviel standards. Yeien (Aden) bas the
same major problen as the other states in the Arabian
Peninsuln: o lack of teainable mitpower with the
requisite cduc-ltiun.ll"h.n.l\;,rmmd' Training is further
hampered by the téndeney to cut comers, as well as by
the propensity to. put- as much emphisis.on political
indoctrination. as on military silhjects. Nevertheless,
the trtining: program: hos served as a Basis to iasure
that the aniy can (.'ffc&'t“i\"'('t\‘ counder Iribab and
regular forces from-the Y.AR.

known:

4. Logistics

*
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Jogistics |1
v urnplv

iilul pl'nndi «\Imrluum m-wu i lllhl!'.' )
rvqlurvmwlls shee l'l‘l\\!l ]rmn Al
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amed equaipiient. Sinee the fall of 1968 the Soviet
linn has hiael permission to nse stormge: Facilities ju
s bt pernission has never heen granted for the
ll:S..‘b R o we Aden. as a iavab hase, Further
Cxpiinsioi of: the navy is expected;, bul it will continae
Lo _reniin llu- |t-.|'~l unportanit of the regulue Torees, (8)

1L Organiization. (C):

The: pavy i under the control o Anned I'mu‘%
(‘t'lwr.d ll«'ulqtl.lrivn, Navy Forees Command’ i
headguisrtered at At Thawabii Naval Base in-the port ul
Aden: (Figure 1) The entire fleer is Based at Aden.
lh'c*uxxv of ity swiadl size there appears to be no
uwn intfo operational comninds or naval

2. Streagth, compisition, and disposition” ($)

Fhe entise: navy of Yeimen (Aden) coimists of 13
sl vessels: two: submiarine chasers, thiee inshore
nesWeepen, seven Binding craft, and-one livchout.

o 1967
inshore. minesweeyien were averlinnled and trnsferred
ln ‘the newly independent- People’s Republic of South
Yemen. which uses them axmotor gunboats, Ilwnllu-
10 vessels lave been: provided by the US4 F

Thee

Soviet Tob cliss nwph.nnm*d l.;r_ldul;. craft (l.(v..\'l Yand:

obe Pozlaryy-1 cliss st fireboal were delivered:

Fue current infannation an skrengthi,  campisitime, and
dispoition. sev the Militiey Catelligerice Summang, awb the
Antomated: Naval Order of Baieti; bastli puistishad: by the Defease
Inteligence Agimer.

“thred former British: Roval Navy: Hamschiss

APPROVED FOR RELEASE: 2009/06/16: CIA-RDP01-00707R000200100023-0

duriag Novembes-Decanber 1971, Foar sdditional
Tanding craft of unknown type were delivered Hy the
Soviets i eardy 1972, The Yateat ships delivery ocenrred
in April 1972
submarine clisers were towed-to Aden from the Black

whene two standkard: SO -class simall

Sea. These vessels are beliosed: 1o be part of an ans
agreement signed i Moscow in Qctober 19710 Al
cralt are based at Aden, with only occasional patrols
alang the cosstline o AP Mukalli or Perim Ishind,
both of which could e used as temporary operaling
Laisex. 1o March 1972, constnretion was underway on
an expansion of the facilities at A Mukall, probably
inane attempt o extewd the naval ann ta the two

autlving casteny goverborates,
Navy slwm,lll is now estimated at hetween 230 and
SO0 men. almwst all of theny asigned o0 At Tawahi

Navab Base, The propotion of persvinel serving
ashore and afloat is unknown, although il tie
standarrd complemnent fur eacl vessel is codnbined, the
total: crews needed would be approsimately. 133
afficers il seibien.

3. Vraining (S}

As-with the other services, the FD:RY, s expanding
waval Uraihing prograt is (Il‘|)l"ll(‘l‘lll_()ll‘Sl}\‘il‘lvMl])puﬂ
and dvisers, Only over Wie past séveral yeurs, hiive
sefous dttenipts been neide o initiate an-elfective

mu‘.d tr.unm;, |mu,r.m1 in llw v I) R LERLLLE .1(Idlhun to




APPROVED FOR RELEASE: 2009/06/16:

by the ULALR. in Aden, but training by buth countries
has ceused.

Sinee 1969, aaval personnel lave traveded to the
U.SAR. 1o attend seaminship counes, Most triinees
have been recruited directly Fom school, while the
remainder have beew active-duty pessonnel. Much of
the taining is geared towazd developing an officer
corps. The seleetees are told that successfal canclidates
will be promoted to offices raisk upon Weir retuen.
Soviel advisers and technicians finst arrived in e
P.DRY. o 1970 to assist the oavy. A school for the
training of naval specialists was scheduled w0 open in
Aden in Mareh 1972; five Soviel instructors were
progranted to assisl in trining up to 300 students,

Theze is na information on any on-the-jolr training
that may exist. but it is assumed that the Soviets have
initiated such a program. In December of cach yvear,
maneuvers are conducted by the navy ut the
completion of their vearly progrant,

The overall quality of the tining prograni is
difficult 10 assess. The Soviets wre withowt doubt
experiencing the same frusteations experenced by
those engaged in other naval training  programs
thronghout the Middle East. such as the low
educational level of the average sailor, burcaneratic
red tape, and large amounts of money required to gel
results,. On the positive side, the navy's apparent
operatiotal ability gives eredit i its raining progeam.

4. Logistics (8)

The navy is capable of maintaining its stmall force
with assistance from Soviet advisory peronniel. The
two National Shipyards Company vurds in the Aden
port area can perform hull, machinery, and floating
repains to naval vessels, Supplics and eyuipment are
procused theough the Ministry of Defense. All engines,
replacemeit gaets, and other ship components must e
imported. The USSR, is the prime sapplicr. thus
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helping to imure un adequale maintenance prograne
for the Soviet-delivered  vessels. The three former
British itshore minesweepers are probubly in - poor
condition, howeves, with their mdar aud  other

clectronies Laoperalive.
E. Air Force {8)

The PDLRY. Air Foree has expanded rapidly sinee
receipl of ity first airesaft i P67, 1t is charged with
defending the country's ainpace, providing tactical
support for its ground Ferees, and trasporting men
and wateriel, Darimg 1971 and 1972 the wir foree, with
Soviet support. sulistantiully improved its capabilities
and combat readiness. Altilough relatively soall, it is
now larg(‘ cuough (o be o threat o the Yemen Arab
Repabilic and the Sultanate of Oman, as woll as 1o
ause additional concern to Saudi Ambia. The
deliveny of cight Frescoy {NGC-17'8) to Yemnen (Aden
in Novawnber 1971 doubled the operational strength of
its MAC squadron. These aireraft were part of an arms
agreement with Moscow in April of that year. Sinee
that tisve bielivoptess and four jet bombers have been
reccived from the Soviets. and additional deliveries are
probable.

Fighter cireraft have been scecessfully msed in a
ground atlack rale in conjunction with anmy wiits in
horder areas adiaeent W0 Oman and Yemen. I the
past, two MG s wnd four BAC-167" have been
standing alert to make air strikes against dissident
Tovees (Figwre 31 Towever, forward ground control
techniques bave not heen developed. Pilots are bricfed

prior to takeoff. Onee in the air. further target

information is not received and there is no
coordinution with ground forees, lrequently feading to
fess than sutisfactory results. The delivery in 1972 of
MisS (HP) and Ka-26 (lMoomaes) helicopters
demonstrates o developing interest in hieliburne

‘FIGURE 5. People's Democrotic Re-
public of Yemen Air Force BAC-167
. ‘Strikemaster (U;OU)




operations. The sterival during the s:ane vear of fonr §1-

(Beacue} jet bombers will mean a significant
increuse in offemsive capability when PDRY. crews
become proficient in using these aireralt, ..uuwhml
fromi Khormaksar, the U-28s could bomlb Sau's’ and
retarn, or regel Sabidab in O and recover ac one of
the PD.RY s eastern airliclds,

With Soviet advice, the trasport fleet has provided
valuable service to army onits through its delivery of
supplies and. ammunition.

The: air force’s weakest link is its poor air defense
capability, Two madiar officers who had completed
triining. courses: in Maséow were appainted (o fonn
the nucleus of a radir section in July 1971, Mubile
ricdar units of an anknown lype have been deployed to
Bayhan, “Atag, s Al Ghural aidiclds; but no
integrated-air defense system exists.

Albtriining is aider Soviet supervision, Proliciency
is hindered because theofficer corps is appointed more
for-its politieal relinbility than its combal potential, In
addition to thicir wlvisors status, the Soviets fly the
An-24 transporls. They bave not. however, flown
operational missions against the Y.AR. or dissideint
forces, The air foree shoald: became more proficicnt as
Soviet training continues,

I, Organizition

The center of virtuadly all air foree activities is
Aden/ Khormaksaur airfield, which is alse the
PLDRYs chief commercial airport, The present uir
lofee  organization wis drawn up according 1o
recommendations prepared in 1969 by Soviet advisers
altached to the PIVRY. Ministry of Defense. N
includes an air force commander and beaderaners, o
MiIG-17 Sighter/bomber  squadron, a0 Jet Provost
attack/ training squadron, o tansport squadron; an air
base maintenance baltalion, airerudl repnuir workshaps,
andl a teaining center, This establishent was desiged
to serve as a base for expansion after the trining of
pensoanel and areival of new aireraft aud syiipment.
A bombier squadron has been formed following, the
delivery of four B-28 light bombers in June 1972, but
as of e H‘l\ 1973 the unit wias probably ot opecational
because of the lack of qualified pilots.

Air foree headguarters is located wt Shabid Badr

amp, Khormaksar, The air foree conimander. reports

direetly (o the Armied: Farees General Headquirirs in

Aden. Nis headquarters staff s (uite:small, inchiding
in addition to the unit commanders
operations  officer, e admiiistrative
amaments officer, 32 howsing. and
techoical stores officer, mlv offn
number of  nomconmmissiviel. nffu'
puersonnel.

¢ officer. an
' )p!ws ' ff'ct i 2

HEYL

an adjutan?, an:

mited:
_ (!“-v(rnlistq-d»-'
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During combat operations o Factical Air Faree
Cantmand is establislicd. with Gietical commands set
up al " Atag and Rivan airliclds. the two major ficlds
used for deploviment of tactical airerafl. The Ay
Cammnand at Abu “Ulnivdah frequently sequests the
bead ol the tactical command st "Atag or Rivan
airfields o corry out speeified miss, s in addition to
those faid on by the air force communder, This again
ilustrates the dominance aof the aemy in the service
structwre. Coorditidion of tasks with the other services
is a function of the Armed Forees General
Headgmariers,

2. Strength, compaosition, and dixposition

The air loree has expanded rapidly in hoth wireralt
and personnel sinee mid-"968. There e 32 aireralt of
Soviet andl British origin: 4 bombers. 14 lighter
bomhers, . attack aireralt, § transports, 12 helicopters,
6 teainers, awd- 4 wdility aireraft, However, not all of
Hiwese airesaft are isropertional units.

The Fifth Fighter/Bomber Squadron las 13 MiCG-
17 Fuesco and one MiG-13 Facor jet aireraft. The
peroninel positions in the squadron include  the
commander, depaty commander. adjutunt, operations
afficer. truining offices. and maintenance officer. The
organizition of the other squadrons is probably
similar, The attack/truining squadron comprises Gour
BAC-167T and six Jet Provosts felt over from British
days, The trsport sytzedron consists of five Au-24
and two C-47 light transports. four Mi-S transpon
helicopters, two Ka-26 ulility helicopters. and two
Beaver light wtility aircraft. OF the four 11-28 Tight
bombers. two are the training version (U-1l-
28/ Mascor) and two are of the sperational verion
(Beacti), The bomber squadron shoukl become
combat ready when the initial airerews wve traineds An
1128 airerew comprises a pilot, a navigator, and a
gunier. As of December 1972, pilots were Deing
trained i Vemen: (Aden) and the U.S.S.R.

Ax ol Deceinber, 1972, at least 235 personmel were
asstgned to the air foree, approximately 20 of them
piliits, Vhere also are severalpilots i senviee Trom the
Popular Front for-Oie Libenitian. of Palestine (PFLP)

whio bold” Imql anssports, sindat léast one Svrian pitot,

all flying witli the MG sepindron, Beeanse of the lack
of qualified: pilots, the air force is making o concerted
cffort L inerease. theie numbes. Despile Soviel training
progrns, theair foree is restrieted by o severe shortage
of qualified: persornel-jo. il ruks.

The National Front hus appointed leading members
of its anganization to'key positionsin the airforee, The
air f(m:(- cmnm.nmlvr. Maj. Alimad Salim " Ubayd, has
v ilitare dheiidng, bot is o nicmber of llw N
sieral Conimanidand liolds the position of chairman
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of the People’ Court. During 1972 several pilots were
arrested for politicd] reasons, and new pilots are
generally members of the rling National Front,
Flowever, becawse of intemal power strageles, theis
political loyvalty (o the NF regime will always remain
partly in question despite formal party merobenship.

Although all aireraft are based at Khormaksar, the
P.DRY. S-vear developmient plan {1972-74) provides
(or the improvement of a number of wirficlds, Rivan is
the only ather ligld with w hard-surface runwas. Itand
another provinelal airdield, “Atag. are now wsed for
nilitary tezsport (lights and as forward fightee bases
during  hostitities. Presently all aiceraft retarmn to
Khormaksar at the end of each day’s activities, but the
aiestrip at “Atwg may be modified for use as a secondl
Central Military Landing Ground to supplemient the
Kbormaksar base. Many of the nimnerous other
airstrips are used regulady, Two MIGAT's have been
based for short periods as Firr st as Al Chavdah in the
Sixth Governonate, to be used against Omani Torees
operating out of Salakih.

3. Training

The U.S.S.R. has overall respousibility for training
P.OD.RY. Air Foree personnel. Even hefore 1l
introduction in 1972 of Soviel bombers and helicopters
ito the P.DLR.Y. Air Foree, thiere were at beast 63
Soviet air advisers. of whom 30 were with the MiG
syuadron and 25-30 with the Au-20°x. The arrival of
additional airersdt st have brought with it a
vorresporiling inerease in advisory assistanee,

A wmeaniagful taining program was not jnamgn-
rated nntil carly 1969, Fifty air foree personnel began
undergoine witial training in the USSR, in Apiil of
that vear, receiving instruction in airerafl mainte
uance and pilol taaining. Tedning in both Yeasen
(Aden) and the USSR, is now given in almost all air
force specialties, iilcllldiylg such diverse topies as
atrport administration and radar maintenanee. Even
wnder Soviel supérvision, however, training within
Yemen (Aden) isoften haphazard-uid not-particuladly
offective. Nevertheless, the threat of wur with the
AR in 1971 and 1972 signaled increased-emph:
on-training, Flight training at-Khormaksar e MiG
and.in jet- Provosts and BACA67s s conducted each
wornitg by PRIV pilots in.a_routine similar to that
ased: by e United “States—including  prictice in
dogfights, Tormation flvibg, and  atlacks against
groind targets: Ground uttack training anissions are
arried out in deserted. ureas of the Second
Goveaiogale, wsing-machieguns, tockets, and bombs
Proficiciicy is st . i priviiily 6 visal flving.
There s o night:Myving dud only minimal experience

S
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in instroonent flvisg,  Jo-country training s also
accomplished oo transports,  helicopterss and,
Leginning in the second Ball of 1572, 11-28 Bosubers.

NMost if not all PR pilots, as well as o nambaer
of nonflyving olficers and teehnicians, have beente the
USSR, for trining. Upon completion ol o Uraining
progron which Lasts up 10 2 yeans, the pilots return e
tie PLDLRY. e second fieatenants, Apprniutely G0
returned  from Moscow in
September 1971, and another lasge group returned in
july 1972, 1 addition, a smadl nember of air foree
personel may udso have attended courses in the past
in ragg and at the militaes acadensy in Syria

aiv force  pessonnel

As the aic foree’s professional proficiency  has
increned, there has been o eoeresponding increme in
moerade. Towever. thernr appears 1o he as mch
esphasis on political indoctrination as on acdemic
and welimicad subjects. Other problews bave arisen. In
June 1972, two pilots were killed. ane i thivd who was
the truisiing officer for the MG squadron was
sentenced Lo 3 yeans” imprisonment for cefusing 1o fly 2
training mission alter complaining that he was flying
too many howrs and that the sirerall 1ot
meciving proper ninteimnee

were

4. Logistics

The P.DRY. Air Foree is totally dependent on
foreign primarily Seviet, for aireraft. spare
parts. maintenance  assistance.  With  this
assistance,  wainlenance is Taiely proficient, being
superior to that of the Yemen Araly Republic but not
up to the level of Saudi Arabia, Al major maintenance
and logistic facilitics are concentrated at Khoraksar
airficld. An aic force maintenanee hattalion at
Khiormaksar maintains the aireraft, snboedinate units
include an airfield techinical support company,
seeurity  compiny, and  aireraft maintenanee and
supply support uits. The TO&E for the battalion i
173 personnel. but despite training programs at home
and in the USSR, the unit i short of maupower,
Maintemance functionis are aogmented Ine Soviet
technicians for the Soviet-built aireraft. The Soviet
orgamization  Aciavksport, which has some 3510
pesonnel in the PAY.R.Y L is respon-ible for8lying and
servicing the live An-24s. Other Soviel military
techniciins maintainithe NG lghters, the 3287 and
presumiably the Soviet-didivered helicopten. An ke
teameatrivedin Jidy 1950 to replace Airvork Lid. the
contract British finm st had been servicing the
PALRY s UKesupplied afreraft. This team was
expelled in Py 197 Fbecaune of “pesonal bebavior in
the damestic ficld,” but s new Tragi team, replaced
theni that Tabl, The-DG-3s and Beaver aireradt are

SONTCES.
and
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maintained under contract by the civiliun airines,
YAMDA, or Democratic Yemen Airdines. {which prior
o its nationalization was called BASCO),

Air foree technicians are triined by their Soviet and
Irgiconnterparts. A groop of technicians, including
radar and  ardisments  specialists and electrical
engineers, returned from the USSR, in Angust 1971,
Al were appointed second livutenants. Additional
technicians have subsequentiy received: traiviug both
on the job.adin formal: courses,

Mostair force airerafl. supplins, and: equipment are
delivered from the VS8R, viu cargo sirerafl or ships.
POL. products are received Trom the British: Petrolenm
Refivery at Littde Adensnd Fronsthe Yemeni National
Oil Company. A rilroad spur line carrviug diesel il
fram the refineey serves the airfield at Khormaksar.

F. Paramilitary (S)

The PDRY. has several puramilitury aod
intelligence o militia - organizations  designed  to
“wuard and defend the revolution-and the homeland. ™
These organizations include the Public Sceurity Fore,
the Revolutionury Seenrily Service. Poptilar Forees,
and- the People's Militia. Each frequently cooperates
with thee others and with the anny against insuegent
furees.

The Ninister of Fterior controls the Public Seeurity
Foree and: the Revolutionary Security Service, For
conmuand and control purposes, such governorate
requires Jocal comnunders o report to a regional
directorate which is subordinate o the Governdirate
Security leadguarters, Al this level cach governonete
may have o stafl coordinating security mattess. Each
Governorate  Seearity. Headguarlers reports to the
Governorates” Seenrity Headeguarters in Aden. which
is responsible to the Minisay of Interior,

The National Front political organization
apparetly  controls the Popular Forces and: the
Feaple’s Militia, Locally, both organizations have
membership in the populiar defense connceils, There is
no informationavailable as to their chain of command
al the regional Tevel and above ar as to the Minister of
hiterior's degree of control over these lorees,

An Eust Gemnan teanv of ap bl men advises and,
Leains the Ministry of Interior police and' seeurity
forces. In addition to regular conmes of study, the
team has been responsibite for-ideological canrses, un,
which the P.D.RY. wuthorities plce great” impor-
tance. PDLRLY, secnrity persoinie! have also gone-to
East Ceomuny for training, Inlute 1971 two Egyvy
police officers, both of whiom were mijors fron

of a police training coure: at the Fatah:camgin the:

PAXR.Y. Their present stalus is wiknown;
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Other instruction takes place at the Revolutionary
Sehool in Al Mukadla, but this taining may be limited
to the Popular Forees os the People’s Militiz. About
100 penous altend the school: studies inelwde rifle
training. The army conducts o umnber. of courses in
Aden, inchiding signals and weapons  braining,
Brigades throughout the countey abo provide ficld
training,

L. Public Securitly Force

The 5.000-man Public Security Force (PSF) s
responsible Tor domestic security and routine police
matters and assists the armed forees i the
maintenance of interal seearity, 1t is organizad it
three divisions: the’ Armed Police, who are responsible
for riot duties and seeurity; the Rural Police. who
maintain over 200.0utposts inthe outlying provinees;
atdl the Fist Governorate (Aden) Urban Police, The
Armed. Police Command: at Aden has armed police
Dattalions stationed near military instullations and
towns, apparently in anticipation of possible attacks
by dissidents. There are Public Security Headiuarten
in some of the Lirger cities throughout the country.,
These probably supervise the opecations of the Rural
Police outposts, coordinute wrea security matters, and
report to-or actually be tlie dircetorate headguarters in
vach governorate. No details are availible on the
personzel strengeths of the public secirrity outposts, bt
they are believed to be much smaller than company
size. Public sccurity units were referred to by humber
until wt Jeast 1970, hnt such information has not since
been available.

Oveaall, the PSE apparently is effective, althongh
this is the result of « policy of overkill rather than. of
any developed efficiency or prisfessionalisni—of which.
there appears to be o general Fack. Many of the
personnel are meredy grinzcarnving members of the NF
whao have o tradning or backgroud. The PSE is
ruthless and uses the techinique of mass arrests of
innocent anck guilty wlike: ‘Fe foree is l:ipli|)}j(‘d"\\'iﬂl
light weapons. and mortars, 1865 mobile-and operates
an effective radiocompunications net, East Geemany
provides training and enipment 1o the PSF, and a
uwnmber of PSF-officers have visited the GDR Tor
traiping.

2. Revolutionary Security Service

The Revolutionary Securite Service (RSS) s
responsible for nintaining intemal security and for
conducting connterespionage activitics, The organiza-
Gion,-formetl shortly: after independenee, is supervised
v the: Genedal Investigations . department of the
istre of Interor. M strength is unkoown.
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The RSS has dirceied intelligence collection and
sithversion  operations  sgaingt the Yemen Arub
Republic and passibly Oiaan, Some of the bombings
und assissinations inthe Y.AR. mav be o result of RSS
activities. . Domestic operations are focused o the
activities-of NF dissidents. tabor union unrest.in Aden.,
wied the activities in the P.DARLY. of the NUF, the
Adeni dissident organization bused in the Y.ALR.

While Nationul Front clundestine  operations
against the British prior to independence  have
provided the RSS with o cadre of experienced
intelligenee personnel, the capability of the RSS in
general remains fow, Many of the autural cthiic and
political assets available in the effort against the
Rritish are missing or ave also available to Gpponents of
the regime, and masiv experience! officers huvebeen
fost through purges. Since independence, several ke
meobers of the RSS have graduated from the Fust
German inteiligence school in Berlin,

3. Popular Forces

Thie Populuar Forces (PF) were created in ety 1970
as a peopie’s army to fight songside thevegudar wrmed
forees to protect the tevolution against estersial aod
intesnab encmies. Placed wuder N¥ control, the degree
and extent of coordination and respunsibility
government leaders have over its activitios is not-clear,
1 the Aden ureu recruits to:the PF have been drawn
entirely from members of the National Frout, bat in
up-couatry ureas reeraitment: has not been limited 1o
Front members. As of January 1971 recruits had
staried training in the use of light and heavy aring at
Al "Anad camp under the supervision of fwo Soviet
advisers. Current strength is mknown, but reportediy
the eventaal aimis to recruit and Lain 2,000 men, The
effectiveness -of the PV is not known. Units have
fought reasonably well aguinst-insurgent forces. and
soie have been given artillery training by the army.,
However, o conseription :bun was imposed in
November 1971 in one puit of the conntry sifter some
of the Papular Forees handed overs battalion's pay to
the dissidents.
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4.:People’s Militia

The People’s. Militia, vstimated to be hetween 5600
anch 10400 strinig, (raves'ils origin o a rennrt aritten
in July 1971 by the PDRY. Minister of State for
Presidential Affuins, "Al Salim. ul<Bayed. one ehie “ erinis
in the pelitical orgapization™ iy the Second
Goverorate. The report coticerned  difficultios
between the governor-of that provinee and the bocal
command of the National Front, Sceording to the
repotl, the priste need  was o create o e
revalutionary and zealons cadre in the NF political
organization.  Militia were to be fored  and
devetoped fram vilage 1o center o district o
gavernonite. Trainiog would be the responsibility of
the army. which would also-set-up proper command
cantrol for the forees, Financing of the forces would be
crganized o insure that the maiu-purpose—defense of
the revolution—had priority. Recruiting efforts would
he comeentrated among the poor peuasants, who would
be given the idea thatin Tighting for the revolation
they avoukd he fighting for their own lagd. The squad
was to be the basic viit, led'by un N leader "l of
revolutionary  zeal and  free " of barcavceratic
tendencies.” Three squids - would form 2 group, three
groups woukd form w-pateol, and three patrols would
comprise o company. The company would be diteeted:
by a military committee of five members. of whom
one was to be resporsible oo battalion and sitonthe
District Militury Committee. As of November 1972,
militiy amits had been formed in towns and «illages
and were performing security duty.

The wilitia appasently is controled by the National
Front. Its exact relationship with the Popular Forves i
unclear, und what degree of control the govemmental
appazitus has over these anits is unkonown, Militie
biittalions huve conducted joint operitions agaist,
rebel forces in conjunction with the army. the PSY,
anl the PF, Training has heen reeeived from ticansy
and abo apparciitly Troni Soviet advisers. As in-the
case of the Popubar Forces, the aniv has furoished
logistical support.
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