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SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF PLO KEP SAID HAMMAMI Zg;

REF: LONDON 131 éﬁq//

1. PUBL1LC STATEMENTS BY COMMANDER NEVILLE OF THE J .U
SCOTLAND YARD ANTI=TERRORIST SGUUAD YESTERDAY GAVE ”

NO INDICATION THAT HF HAS A SUSPECT IW THE CASF OF , Y/
THE MURDOEK OF PLU LONDON REPRESENTATIVE SAID HAMMAMI. -
SCCTLAND YARD CONTINUES TO DFSCRIBE KILLER AS “OF

MIDDLE EASTERN APPCAKRANCE."

’ MOST SPECIFIC ALLEGATIOWN OF A SUSPECT 1S STORY

'5IN JANUARY 6 GUARDIAN BY ITS PALESTINIAN aFFAIRS EXPERT
DAVID HIKST IWN BEIRUT. HE REPORTS THAT THERF IS
LITTLE CUUBRT TrHal THE CHIEF SUSPECT In THFE EYES OF

:  ARAFAT AND THE MAIN=STREAM GUERRILLA LEADERSHIP OF

i THE PLO IS "THE IRAUTI=BASED KENFGADE ABU NIDAL.,

i WHD ALORG w1TH...HADDAD IS THE OUTSTANDING PRACTITTONER
OF PUKE., UNBRIDLED TFRRORISH IWN THF RESISTANCE
MOVEMENT." HIRST CONTINUES THAT NUT LONG AFTER
NEWS OF ThE MURDER, FLO MONITORS INn BEIRUT PICKED
UP AN ITEM ON VOICE GF PALESTINF BROADCASTING FRUM
BAGHUAD ANMNUUNCING HAMMAMIS OFATH. HIRST STATES, "THIS
PARTICULAR VCICE UF PALESTIWE IS RFALLY THE VGICE
OF ABU KNICAL."

3. HIRST NMGIES ABU NWIDAL ALLEGFDLY ATTEMPTED TO KTLL
PLO MUDERATE KHALID AL=HASSAN, AND 1W 1976 TOLD
HIRST THAT "INTER=AKAK TERROKISM, HOWEVFR KEQRETTARLE,
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wAS THE PRICE Thal kab TO BE P&ID FOR PRECIPITATINKG
THE ALL-EMBRACTNG AkAR REVOLUTION THAT ALONE COULD
LEAD TGO THE LIBERATIOK GF PALESTINE.Y HIRST CONTINUES
THAT ABU KIDAL RUKS A TRAINIWG CAMP THKEE HOURS
DUTSIDE OF BAGKUAD ARD COULD NOT UPFRATFE wiITHCUT

ThE ASSISTAKRCE UF THE IKAGI BAATHIST REGIME. HIRST
GUGTES PLC UFFTCTALS AS SAYInNG ABU NIDAL HAS A MUCH
STRUNGER FULLGWING AMGNG PALESTINIAN STUBENTS Inw
BRITAIN THAL 1w anY GTHER EURGPFAN COUNTRY.

4. STOURY CONTTNUES TU BE A& WMAIN FRONT PAGE 1TEM IN
7 WUALITY BKRITISH PRESS. LATIFR REPUORTS THAT

FUJR "SENIOR UFFICIALS" OF THE PLO ARRIVED 1IN LOWNDON
NIGHT OF JANUARY S In CUNNECTION wliH THE KILLING,
INCLURING KEBBMIT awAbL, FURMER PLU RFFP 1N CAIRG:

NIZAk AriiAR, AND NABlL KAMLAWLI, wHO REPURTEDLY WAS
BEING GRUOMED TO KEPLACE HAMMAMI wWHEN PLO PLANNED

TU TRY TO SEND THE LATTER 10O WASHINGION. PKRESS
KEPORTS THE FUUR wERE MET AT HEATHRUW ATRPURT RY
ALGERTAN AMBASSADUR bRAHIMI, AS WELL AS POLICE
"SPECIAL BRANCH" wHU QUESTIUNED THEM ON PURPOSE OF
THEIR VISIT. PRESS GQUUTES COMMANDFR NEVILLE AS
STATING POLICE wOULD NOT WELCUME A& PLO INVESTIGATION, AND
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THAT "wE AKE VERY WILLING TO SPEAK T ANYBODY
wHO MIGHT BE ABLE 10 HELP uS. BUT THE ONLY PEOPLE
MAKING THE 1NVESTIGATIUN ARE THE POLICE."

5. FCO PKESS SPOKESMAN STATFD THAT HMG 1S "VERY
SADDENED™ BY DFATH ARD THAT EVFRYTHING POSSIKLE 1S
BEING DUNE TU APPREHEND THOSF RESPUNSIBLE. FC0
DESK OFFICER OW JANUARY & HAD KO FURTHER TiNFORMATION
FOR US OTHER THAN KHAT HAD APPEARED IN PRESS.,
BUT DID EXPRESS PARTICULAR INTEREST 1IN ARU NIDAL
ST7RY. WE UNDERSTAND THAT BRITISH SECURITY AUTHOR=
IY .S ARE INCREASINGLY CONVINCED THAT KILLING WAS
.=ACT OF PALESTINIAN REJECTIONIST ORGANIZATIONS,
SPECIFIC SPUNSURSHIP UNKNOwi, BUT MOST LIKELY THE
AEU NIDAL GROUP Ux THE PFLP.

6. COMMENT: ALThOUGH THIS FACTOR DOES NOT APPEAR
TO HAVE BEEN BROUGHT OUT 8Y THE PRESS., HAMMAMI wAS
A PROMINENT PARTICIPANT IN THE PALESTINIAN SEMINAR.
IN LONDON LAST OCTURER 1 (77 LUNDON 16432). THIS
WAS BILLED AS THE FIRST PUBLIC MEETING BETWEERN PLO
MUDERATES SUCH AS HAMMAMI AND SARTAWI AND PROMINENT
ISRAELI DUVES. HAMMAMI'S CLEAR IDENTIFICATION AS A
RELATIVE MODERATE wOULL SUPPORT THE THEORY THAT THE
KILLING wAS ORDERED BY THE REJECTIONISTS. FOLLOWING
ON THE ASSASSINATIUN IN LONDON OF YEMENI STATESMAN
HAJKRI BY A PALESTINIAN LAST YEAR, ARND THE AS YF1
UMEXPLAINED BOMB EXPLOSION wWSICH KILLED Tw0 MEMBERS
- OF ThE SYRIAW ENBASSY HERE Ik THEIR CAR IN CENTRAL
LUNDON LAST SATUKDAY DFCEYSER 31, LUNDON “AY BF
EXPERTIENCING AN UUTBREAK OF PULITICALLY=INSPIRED
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VlULENCt I THE VERY LARGE ARAK POPULATION OF THE CITY.
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