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. replied that the MIG-23 had not been delivered to

. understanding on non-permissible weapons .in Cuba. - “:- ,
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TAGS: MILI CU WR = -
SUBJ: MIG=23'S IN CUBA

1. WE HAVE HEARD OCTOBER 30 MIAMI RADIO BROADCASTS QUOTING
"PENTAGON INTELLIGENCE SOURCES ON PRESENCE OF 20 MIG=23'S IN
cuBa, PLEASE .ADVISE, : :

2. FYI ITALIAN EMBASSY (CORTESE=STRICTLY PROTECT) INFORMED :
US, OCTOBER .31, THAT CUBAN CIVILIAN SOURCE (UNIDENTIFIED) TOLD
HIM ON TO TWO WEEXS BEFORE OCTOBER 30 BROADCASTS THAT 20 MIG=.
23;‘2 ARRIVED 1IN CUBA SOME THREE MONTHS AGO, END FYI.
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SUBJ: MIG=25'S FOR CUBA, BUT NO MORE MIG=23'S

1, CUBAN MINISTER OF TRANSPORT LUSSON (STRICTLY PROTECT) TOLD .
USINT OFFICER, AT ALGERIAN NATIONAL DAY RECEPTION, NOVEMBER f,
THAT NO FURTHER MIG=23 AIRCRAFT WOULD BE DELIVERED TO CUBA,
- (FYI ITALIAN EMBASSY CLARIEFIED, NOVEMBER 1, THAT THEIR CUBAN.
* CONTACT HAS INDICATED THAT THERE ARE "ALMOST 20", NOT 20, :
MIG-23'S IN CUBA., END FYI) (COMMENT: ABSENCE OF FURTHER DELIVERY
~ OF MIG-23"S° 1S SIGNIFICANT NOT ONLY QUANTITATIVELY, BUT
“ . ALSO QUALITATIVE=IF, AS DOD AS STATED, MIG=23'S NOW HERE » O -
" DO. NOT APPEAR' TO BE NUCLEAR=CAPABLE.) ‘ S -

- 2, LUSSON ADDED, HOWEVER, THAT MIG=25 (FOXBAT) AIRCRAFT WOULD
.SOON BE ARRIVING FOR CUBANS, HE DECLINED, IN REPLY TO A
QUESTION, TO SPECIFY HOW MANY MIG=25'S WOULD BE COMING, STATING
ONLY THAT THERE WOULD BE ™A SUFFICIENT NUMBER" ("UNA
CANTIDAD SUFICIENTE", LUSSON DID NOT SPECIFY WHETHER THE MIG=25'$
WOULD BE -INTERCEPT OR RECONNAISSANCE VERSIONS, ‘
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3. WITH REGARD 7O RECENTLY ARRIVED AN=26 TRANSPORT AIRCRAFT,
¢  LUSSON SAID THESE AIRCRAFT WOULD BE USED TO DOMESTIC CARGO
. OPERATIONS=THOUGH THE PUSSIBILITY EXISTS TO CONVERT THEM
" .TO CARRY 35-40 PASSENGERS, (FYI AT LEAST THREE OF. THE
- ‘AN=26'S APPEAR TO BE LOCATED AT SOUTHWEST END OF CIDUAD -

. LISERTAD AIRPORT, END FYI) L o

r; 4, FYI ‘FRENCH EMBASSY COUNSELOR AZAIS WAS PRESENT WHEN
. - LUSSON MADE ABOVE COMMENTS, END FYI, COMMENT: LUSSON'S
UPEN_DISCUSSION.UF-CUBAN MILITARY AIRCRAFT PROCUREMENT IS
. EXTRAORDINARY, WE PRESUME THAT CUBANS MAY WISH TO LIMIT (V]
- ANXIETY OVER CHARACTER..OF NEW AIRCRAFT DEPLOYMENTS=AND :

. THAT LUSSON'S REMARKS MAY .HAVE BEEN INTENDED TO CONVEY ‘
‘A MESSAGE, SHIFT OF ACQUISITIONS TOWARD FOXBATS, IF ACCURATE,=
WHILE .INTRODUCING ANOTHER.- NEW HIGH=PERFORMANCE AIRCRAFT IN ‘

~US PROSIMITY=WOULD AT LEAST LESSEN POSSIBILITY THAT CUBANS
ARE ‘SEEKING TO DEVELOP MORE SIGNIFICANT GRUUND ATTACK OR LONG=

. DISTANCE STRIKE CAPACITY AGAINST US, e ‘
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