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THE DISPUTED ISLANDS IN SOUTH CHINA SEA

:The South China Sea is surronnded hy China to the north, the Philippines
tO'the east and Vietnam and Malaysia to the west and south. In the area there
are numerous reefs, shoals and banks associated With three so-called groups of
islands: Pratas, faracels and Snratlysf The Pratas consists of one island
located 29Nt,>1179E. end_160 miles sontheast‘of Hongkong (Figure 1). The
Paracels group has ten islands: Tree? Rocky, Lincoln, Woody, Triton, Money,
Pattle Robert Drummond and Duncan, located between 1110 - 1130E, and 160~
17°N. WOody Island is about 150 miles from Hainan Island and 240 miles fron
Vietnam. The gpratlys group consists of the followinp islands: Wortheastern Cay,
Southwestern Cay, Thitu Itu-aba, Namvit, Sin Cowo, Pearson Cay Marine,

Lizzie Weber, West York, Flat, Am& NDouglas, Hanshan, Eldad, Laaita, Amboyne Cay

and Spratlys located between 4°- 12°N. and 109?~ 118°E. Itu-Aba Island is

550 miles from mainland China.

All the-islands sre snall in sisevandilonlin elevation. Many are less
than one squarelmile and 15 feet above sea level, such as Spratlys, Triton,
Itu-aba, Flat, and Lincoln. Flat Island is only 40 by 100 vards. The highest
island is Namyitv(6l feet) and the largest, Pearson (5 square miles) including
a large lagoon. vIt is an atoll reef with rocks 3-6 feet above high water.

The islands are mainly of coral origin and they sit on the continental
shelf off coastal China, Vietnam and Malaysia. The Palawan, Manila, and West
Luzon deep ocean trough separate the islands from the Philippines and the deep
China Basin‘separates the Pratly group from the Pratas and Paracel Islands
(Figure 1). The Chins Basin covers an area of 720,000 square miles and is up
to 13,000 feet deep. Its deep floor is hilly. '"In contrast to the flat shelves,
most side slopes of the China Basin are very irregular owing to the presence

of fault blocks, volcanoes and calcareous reef structures.” (Emery, 1972 p841).

Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/10/17 : CIA-RDP08C01297R000300180017-4




~
)

Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/10/17 : CIA-RDP08C01297R000300180017-4  *
_ . :

Most of the islands are tropical in climate. There is no winter and

monsoon winds are from the northeast in winter and the southwest in summer.

‘The annual amount of rainfall varies but is usually over 40 inches.

Tropical rainforests including coconut palm and mangrove are found in

Pattle, Southwest Cay, Loéita, West York, Itu-aba and Robert. In drier spots,
grasses and bushes are found in Spratly, Namshan, Thitu, Namyit and Lincoln.

- Fresh water from wells is reported in Pattle, Lificoln ard Robert. -Sed birds

are found on Woody, Lincoln, Triton and Pattle whete phosphate is obtained

from guano deposits., These deposits cover seveiity per cent of the area of

Woody and Lincoln Islands. The Pattle Island has facilities for shipping

1,000 tons of phosphate guano monthly to China.
Among the submerged banks, shoals and reefs, Ehé Macclesfield Bank located

east of the Paracel Islands is a submerged atoll, 75 miles long in a north-.

. easterly and southeasterly direction. At the edpe of the bank is a coral rim

_about 3 miles wide and from 42 to 60 feet deep. In the dangerous area of the

Spratlys group the typical atolls are submerged with few rocks above high or

‘low water. For example, the rocks in the Alicia Annie Reef stand one foot ahove

high water as compared with 3 feet in the London and South Reefs and first
Thomas Shoal, 4 feet in the Johnson and Royal Charlotte Reefs, 5 feet in the

Cuarteron and Mariveles Reefs and 10 feet in the Swallow Reef. The Johnson

 Reef has brown volcanic rock and white coral around the inner rim. The Reef

v encloses a lagobn. The Piegon Reef is trianpgle in shape enclosing a lagoon which

has a centrally located coral rock.

The’shallbw waters near the islands, sﬁoaisg atolls and banks in the South
China Sea are leés than 600 feet deep over the shélf areas. Here fishing
resources include tortoise and tuna. Chinese fishermen from ﬁainan and

Phiiippinos.frequentiy visit the islands including the Nanshan Island.
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The waters are part of the navigation foutes between Singaporé and
Hongkong-Manila—Shahghai, betweeﬁ Manila and Saigon—Bangkok—Djakarta and between
Hongkong and Saigon—Djakérta. Lighfhouses are found in Pratas, Sin Cowo,
Itu-aba and Searborough Shoal located east of MacclesfieldiBénk. Here there are
also dumping grounds.

"The area of the South China Sea is 1,460,000 square miles including
720,000 square miles in the China Bésin.”-(Emery 1972, p 842) Thus, the shelf
area 1is ésﬁimated at 740,000 square miles. The surface of‘the shelf is‘cbvered
with mud and sand But below these recent deposits there are ub to 11,000 feet of
sediménté including the Neogene formation which is the most important petroléum
bearing stratum in all ghe‘Far East countries., L. G. Wells states that about
2 per cent of the Qorld's shelf has excellentrduaiity for bearing oil ave:aging
900,000 barrels per square mile (Wélls, 1965, p 1680). About 15 per cent of
the wdrld's_shelf has faQorableJquality'fof bearing oil averaging 320,000 barrels
‘per square mile. It is estimateduthat the shelf in the South China Sea contains
49 billion barrels of'betroleum deposits. These deposits-arebgreatgr than thé
‘petroleum depoéits~in China, Vietnam or the Philippines.
| At the present time, the Thilippines has designated a shelf area of
47 square miles southwest of Palawan Island for oil concession. The South
Véetnam government has désignated a 30 block area of 96,500 square.milés for
oil leases.' Most of the leases are in the Gulf of Thailand andvadditional blocks
extend toward the shelf in South China. Several large oil companies, such as
Shell, Mobil and Exxon have ag:éed'to pay a rovalty Qf 12,5 per cent_and
55 per cent in tax to the Vietnam gdvernment.

The Chinese Communist and Nationalist govefnments_claim the islahd in the
v Sduth China Sea for several reasons: (1) the islands were f£irst discovered by
Chinese including Cheng Ho dqring his famous seven overseas voyages made hetween

1404 and 1433 of the Ming Dynasty. The Ming coins were uncovered in Paracels
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during the thirties. Many Spratly Islands are named after Cheng Ho and hi;
associates, such as Tizard Reefs called Cheng Ho Reefs, Flat Island calle&
Fee-Sin Island, Nanshan Island called Ma-HovIsland and London Reefs called

: I—Chin Reef#; (2) the islands, such as Pratas and Woody, are cioser to China
.than any other contry: (3)'there are records of Chinese settlemenf and control
of the islands. Before 1907 Chinese fishermen had established a village
including temples in Pratas. During that year 100 Jépanese inhabited the island.
The Manchu government protested the illegal action to the Japanese. government,
The 3apanese were paid 130,000 Chineée silver dollars to leave the island.

In 1910 three Chinese naval vessels under orders of the Manchu govern-
ment landed at Pracels. The purpose was to survey the islands for development.
The survey was not completed until 192175hgn a Chinese meréhanﬁ, S.L. Ho obtained
a licensé from the Kwangtung province for developing Guano and other resources
in the Woody and ﬁincoln Islands of the Pracels,g;oup. 50 to 70 acres.ofvfarms
were developed. Ho ran short of éapi;al and allowed the company to be run by
the Japanese. Thqs, his license was revoked in 1928 Qﬁen the Japanese left the
islands and Professof P.F. Shen and his associate from Chungshan University
in Canton arrived on the islandé to conduct a detailed survey.

In 1933 three French reconnaissance ships, De Lanessan, Alerte aﬁd Astrolabe,
reported three Chinese living én Sprafly and observed Chinese tree houses and
stétues of Qorship in Itu-aba. Chinese settlemgnts were also found in other
islands located nearby. |

During World War II_Japan occupied all the islands in the South China Sea
and place them under the adminisﬁration of Kaohsiung, Taiﬁan. After the defeat
of Japan, the Nationalist navy in 1946 took over the control of Pratas, Paracells
and Itu-aba Island of the Spraﬁlys group. They.witﬁdrew from Pratas and Paracels

in 1948 prior to the Communist take-over of these island in 1950.
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.According to the United States Navy? twbvlarge and sevefal_small
buildings, temples, a meteorologicél station, ﬁater work and jetty of 9 by
60 feet were observed froﬁ the Pattle Island in the 1960's. A‘three story
tower was found in Linqoln Island. |

At the present time the Nationalist fofges océupy‘Itu-aba. A Chinese
newspapermén reﬁorted recently that walking slley, hé'encircléd the whole
island in one afternodn. It took only one hour. |

| In early 1974,vthe South Vietnaﬁese navy 1andgd on four of the Pracels

Islaﬁds,_i.e., Rober;, Pattle,:Duncan and Money. ' They Qeré forced to withdraw
by the Chinese Communist Forces. |

The South Vietnam government claims the Paracels and Spfatlys Iélands.
Somg of the isiands, such as Spratly, are closer to Vietnam. In 1834 the
.Minh Mang Empife includedvthe islands in Vietnamese maps. In 1927 and 1936
the French government that controlled Vietnam sent several ships to reconnoiter
the Paracels and placed a French flag on one of the islands; In 1933 three
French ships were sent to the Spratlys Islands and the French government
occupied Spratly, Amboyna Cay, Itu—aba, Northeastern Cay, Southwestern Cay,
Loéita and Thi Tu which were administered by Baria Province in Sbuth Vietnan,
At the SanvFrancisco Peace Conferénce of 1951, whén Japan renouhced bosséssion
pf the Pratlys énd Pracel Islands; tﬁe Vietnamese dlegation declared its rights
over the Islands. 1In 1956 the Pratlys and Paracels Qere placed under the
administration of the Phuoc,Tuy’prdvince, South Vietnam. In early 1974
South Vietnam took actual possession of Spratly, Amboyna Cay, Northeastern Cay,
Southweetern Cay, Loaita, and. Thi Tu, despite protests from the Chinese
Communist and Nationalist governments and from the Philippines. The Spratly
Islands which were not claimed by Vietnam are Nanshén, Amy Douglas, Eldad,

Lizzie Weber, Pearson and Cay Marine.
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The ?hilippines claims Itu-aba and at least six more nearby islands.

The islands are considered strategically importént and are closer ﬁo the |
Philippines. Islands such as Nanshan have béen frequently inhabitedAby
Filipino fishermen.. The islands were first.discovered by a Filipino,
Tomas Cloma, during his voyages between 1947 and 1950.

Carlos P. Romula, foreign secfetary of the Philippine Islands, declared
iﬁ'early 1974 that the Philippines hadboccupied'the fatag; Lawak, Pagasaf'Kota,
Likas and Parola Islands, located 200 miles east of Pratly Island. The islands
were used by the Japanese for.ﬁhe invasion of the Philippines during
- World War 1I. Thus, the Philippines have every right to éecuré the area for
its own protectioﬁ. |

UndervArticle IT of the Treaty of Peace with Japan, signed in
San Franéisco in 1951, Japan fenounced all rights, ti;le and claims to the
Spratlys and Paracels Islands. It is obvious from the Treaty that the Paracels
and Spratly were never ceded to any country. They are subject to ﬁhe
disposition of the A}lies in the last world war. No éountry'can use its forces
to acquire sovereignty over the Paracels and Spratlys Islands. )

An ‘economic reason not officially menfioned by the parties concerned, is
. the oil potential near the islands. Whoever controls the island has the
exclusive right to explore the o0il resources un the shelf of the island.

Among all the factors for oossessién of a new territoryvy, the one accepted
intetnatioﬁally is actual occuparnce. Loc&tion, historv and naturél resources
are secondary. Thus, the present pattern of occupance of the islands in the

South China Sea will play an important role in the final settlement of the areas.
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Footnote for Figure I

The islets in Figure I are 1, Tree, 2, Woody, 3, Rocky, li, Lincoln
5, Duncan, &, Pattle, 7, Drummond, 8, Robert, $, Money and 10,
Triton in the Paracel group. In the Spratly group the islets are
1, Northeast Cay, 2, Southwest Cay, 3, Thi-tu, l, West York, 5, -
Flat, 6, Nanshan, 7, Amy Douglas, 8, Itu-aba, 9, Eldid, 10,Namyit ,
11, Sin Cowo, 12, Cay Marine, 13, Lizzie Weher, 1L, Spratly, 19,

Pearson,..16, Amboyna C2y, and 17, Loaita.
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