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BOUNDARY AGRETMENTS RELATIVE TO A SECTION OF THE

BORDER BETWEEN HONDURAS AND EL SALVADOR,

* DATED 1861 AND 1869

Convenios Celebradoa entre uras

El Salvador en Los Aflos de 1861
1869, Tegucigalpa, Honduras, 26
November 1953

1861

Boundary Agreement relative to a section of the border
between Honduras and El Salvador, signed by the Commissioners
Castc Alvarade and Francisco Sancho, the respective representa-

tives of the two Republics.,

The Undersigned, Chief Clerk ofkthe Ministry of Foreigm
, Relations, CERTIFIES: that in the Archives of this Ministry
there is a document which says, word for word and letter for let-
ter: "On Monkey Mountain, which is between the villages of Joco-
ara in the Republic of Honduras and those of Arambala and Perquin
in the Rapublic‘of El Salvador, on the first day of the montﬁ of
July 1861, - We, Don Casto Alvarado, Surveyor for the former,
and Don Francisco Sanecho, Surveyor for the latter, both properly
authorized to mark the boundaries and determine in a Just and
equitable and legal manner the old question pending with regard
to the common lands between the above mentioned villages in El
Salvador and ﬂonduras, after having exchanged their respective
powers and finding them in due form, we wished to hear and inform
ourselves of the complaints and claims of the reapective villages,
and for this purﬁose we heard both sides, and saw that both have
claims wpon the whole area in which we find ourselves; by virtue

of which, having proceeded to the reading of the respective titles,
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line marking the seaward boundaﬁ of the Gulf would seem to be,
according to the Salvadoran brief, one drawn from Point Chiguirin,
El Salvador, to Gonchaguita Island, thence to Neauguera Island,
to Meauguerita Island, and then across the "entrance® to Point
Rosario, (11 Amari...ca‘n Journal of International Law 679). |
The case of The Republic of El Salvador v. The Republic
of ]iqa.ragbua.us hen;d by the Central American Court of Justice,
and on March 28, 1917 the court voted on twenty-four points ‘
émpr,iaod' in the questionnaire in the case submitted to it
Q:mati;ns nine to and ‘including fifteen are relevant to the
historic bay problem,
Ninth Question., = k'.i‘a.king into consideration the geographic
and historic conditionsv, as well as the'situatfion, extent and
; configuration of the Gulf of Fonseca, what is the international
‘ legal status of that Qulf? |

| The judges answered unanimously that it is an historic
bay possessed of the characteristics of a closed sea,
"~ Tenth Question. =~ As to which of those characteristics are
the high pirté.esklritigant in accord?

The judges ansiered uhanimously that the parties are agreed
that the Qulf is # closed sea, , ’

Eleventh Question, — What is the legal status of the Gulf
of Fonseca in the light of the foregoing answer and the con-
currence of the high parties litigant, as expressed in their
arguments, with respect to owﬁership and the incidents derived
therefrom?

Judges Medal, Oruamuho, Castro Raimires and Boncanegra answered
that tﬁe legal status of the Gulf of Fonseca, according to the
terms of the qu.eition, is that of'propcrty belonging to the three
countries that surround it; and Judge Guierrez Navas answered that
the ownership of the Gulf of Fonseca belongs, respectively, to
the three riparim countries in proportion.
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| fxiwélfth_‘auu,tion. ~ Are the high parties litigant in accord
a8 tb the fact that the waters énbuccd' in the inspection zones
that pertain tc uch, reapectively, are intemingled at the |
entranoa ‘of the Gnlf of Fon:m?

‘ The Judges 'tnsnrod.upa.nimoualyythtt the high‘p'a,rﬁ,.-a are
agreed that the waters whioh ‘form the entrance to theGulf :
intermingle, ‘ |

Thirteenth Quastion.- - ihnt directiAn should the maritime v
inkpection zone follow with respect to the coasts of the countries
that aurround the Gulf? ;

Jndges ledal, Oremuno, Castro Ramires and Bocangra answered |
that the zone should" follaw the contéurs of the respective coasts,
as woll within as outside the Gulf; and Judge Gutiarrez Ravas

‘ that, m.th rospoct, to the Gulf of Fonseca, the radius of a ma;‘inc

1 league zone of territorial sea should be measured from a line

‘ drawn across the bay at the ‘m.m»:'mst part of the entrance towards

the high seas, and the sone of inspection eitehdn three leagues
moTe in the same dirsction.

Fourteenth Q’ucsf.ion. - Does the right of cod'murship exist »
between the Republics of El Sel vador and Nicaragua in the non-
nttoral nterz of ths Gulf, and in. thosc waters also, that are
Mtemingledvbe_cauao of the existence of the respective zones of
inapection in which those Republics ‘exercise police power and
the rights of national security and defense?

Judges Medal, Oreamuno, Castro Ramirea" and Bocanegra
answered that such right of co—'amrship does exist, without

prejudice, howsver, to the righta ﬂu.t belong to Honduras in
thon non-littoral nters ; Judge Gutitmz Kavas answered in the
negative, i _

Fifteenth Question. - Ihereforo, as a oonuugence, and

- con.fomably with thoir internal laws and wlth inte:rnational law,
should there be esmOpbod fran the comnnity of interest of so~
'mmership the league of maritime littorsl that belongs to each

. of the States that sutround t_he Gulf of Fonseca adjacent to the .

5
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 coasts of their minhnda and 1slands respectively, and in which
“they have exorcind, a.nd my emcise, thsair exclusive sovereignty?f
Anmred S.n ths nfﬁmtive by Judgea lladll Oreamuno a.nd
castro Rmiru; amd :Ln the négative by Judge Gutierru Navu y On
tho grmmd that in the intorior of closed gulfs or bays thare is
no littoral aono; audgo Bocangra answerad 1n the affirmative ‘ .
on f.h& grou.nd thnt ﬂm high x&arties litignnt, hnving nccep’wd tha
| Gulf of Fonseca g5 & clossd. m, the sxistence of the marine
“ lea.gue of e:ncluaive mmership becoms neeessa.ry, since the Gul:t‘
bo’longs to- three natiozxa .‘Lnxtud of one. C
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" The Bryan-Chamorro Treaty of August 5, 191L, between
: the United States and Nicaragua, granted to the United States,
| for the tem of ninow-nim years (renewable for a further term
of the same duration), for tbe eatablilhnmt of a nEVAl ‘base, &
i : part o.f the Gulf of Fonseca.
' Phis Gulf is omlosod'by’thm states, E1 Salvador, Honduras,
and Nicaraguh. ,
on August 28, 1916, the Republic of El Salvader vrought be-
fore the Central American Court of Justice a complaint against.
the B.epublic of Nicaragua. This comphlnt 9.11gged, inter alis, that
Bryan«Chmorro Treaty was pre:ludicial t0 her supreme intereste
in that 1t violated her: rights of co-mrnhip in the Gulf of
Fonuca, and threatened her gecurity.
The complaint pointed out that Spain had been the excluaive

owner of the waters of the Gulf of Fonseca, and that such owner-
ship had been ultimately trmfarred in comuon ‘to the three

coastal nations, E Salvador, Honduros, and Nicaragua, and that

furbhor the use tt its mteu for fishing and other analagous
purposss had never bsen oxcrched or even claimed by other nations.
' The complaint further meintained that the Qulf of Fonseca
bolongs to the category of so-called "Historic Bays", such as
chéa#pealce, Delaware, Conception, Chaleur, and Miramiche Bays,
and that the fact that three states and not one enclose the Gulf
does not pravont the application of the 'hiatorl.c bay" principle,
since the three uttoral aum have not nlws been indespendent
eaoch of the otheru, but were cmo a part of ons SPmith colony,
and then of the Federal Ropuhlic of tha Center of America.
According 10 the Salvaﬂﬁ'm brief, the entrance to the Gulf
is abodyorwatar.xtondinzslighﬂyloas than 10 miles from
Huuguerita Island, El Salvndor to Point Rosario, lﬁcaro.g\u The
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it appears, = (1) That on 12 February 1760 the village of Jo-
coara obtained an area of the measurement of two caballerias [a
land measurevof about 33.5 acres], and part of another, at the
site called Naguaterique, - (2) That when title was about to be
given, the communes of Arambala and Perquin, of the territory of
San Miguel, appeared to oppose this, and presented another survey
made on 12 July 1769 by Don Antonio Ygnacio de Castro, under the
authority of the commission given him by the Subdelegate of said

territory, in whose area, which comprises 60 caballerias accord=-

ing to the manner of said period, they included the area of the
people of Jocoara mentioned above, -— (3) That, the issue hav-
ing been joined, the matter was talen before the respective
courts, gud by thrce uniform sentences, the people of Jocoara re-
mained in full and pacific pessession of their two caballerias
and art of another, and obtained due title to the same. —- (4)
And, finally: that some time later the people of Perﬁuin and
Arambala once again made representations to Don José de Dusta~-
mante, Captain General of the foruer Lingdom of Guateuala, the
sole judge in land matters, petitioning for the cession and con-
firmation to them of the rest of the 1$nd'vhich'hnd been surveyed
for their comzon lands, since the suit they had had with the peo-
ple of Jocoara, and which they had lost, concerned only the two
caballerias and part of another of the Naguaterique area, and,
their petition having begn heard, on 15 December 1815 they were
given title to the 60 gaballorias surveyed in 1769, the people

of Jocoara remaining excluded. Therefore: we, in the name of
our resrective Governments, and in the exercise of our commisg-—
sions, deelare, to the people of Jocoara and Perquin, who are

tlie owners of the land covered by the appropriate title, exclud-

ing the areca belonging to the people of Jococara known as
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Nagunaterique, and for greater clarity and understanding of the
comnunes of said villages, we went, accompanied by their munici-
pel authorities @nd about two hundred inhabitants, to the land
marks which should and do separate said terriitories; in so doing,
we reached a point known as the foot of the Serro de la Ardilla
(Hill of the Squirrel], where we found an old marker of stones,
vhich is known to be the first ome of the area belonging to the
people of Arambala and Perquin, which we rebuilt, having
acquainted all interested persons with that point, they were
asked whether they also knew those of La Isla and Serro de Sa~
paman{, which are to the southeast of where we stood, and, they
having answered "yes," they were told to regard them as the
limits of the lands of the people of Arambala and Perquin lying
to the north, and to respect those to the north as Honduran ter—
ritory. Next, we went in the direction of west southwest, and,
in a place called Sojoara, we passed the first marker of the
lands of Jocoara, and proceeding along the slope of Naguaterique
peak we reached the hillock of Olosicala, where we found a dilap-
idated marker, which we recognized as the Second oi these lands,
and which we restored, and proceeding west we passed through a
place which they call Las Piedras Gordas [Big Stones], and then
we reached a little hill which they call the hill of Arambala,
where we found a stone marker with a cross, which we recognized
as the third of the lands of the people of Jocoara. From this
marker the fields of Arambala amd Terquin lie to the west south-
west, separate from the lands of Jocoara, and, since this maiter
has no connection with the foregoing, the operation was considered
to be concluded, and all the interested persons were informed that

the part lying to the south belongs to the common lands of the
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former villages, and the part to the north, bounded by 3o joara,
Olosicala hill, Arambala hill, and Canmane ravine belongs to the
people of Jocoara, and the reat of the land to the north is
within the boundaries of the Republic of Honduras. The above
mentioned villages of Jocoara, Arambala, and Perquin were satis-
fied with their respective rights, comprehended them, and stated
that they would not oppose this act; and they mutually offered

to preserve good harmony, and not again bring up the question of
their lands, and promised that anyone breaking this promise would
be responsible for any costs, damages, and prejudice which might,
by his act, be ocecasioned the offended party, for whieh purpose
they would respect each other's persons and property, as is ap-
propriate between neighboring villages., «— Then the ilayor and
comaune of San Juan de Yarula; of the Republie of Honduras,
brought suit against the people of the villages of Mianguera and
Cacaopera, of the Republic of El Salvador, on the grounds that
the latter did not quietly leave them in possession, but deprived

them oi six caballerfas and part of another of lands which they

legitimately own at the sites of Joateca and Masala in Salvadoran
territory, and,; having seen the titles and other documents, and,
even though he recognized them to be legitimate, the Commissioner
of El Salvador stated that he had not brought instruetions to
settle this question, because his Government was not informed of
it; and that he will inform his Government about the matter, and
about the titles with which the people of Yarula support their
claims, - And by virtue of the fact that part of the common lands
of the peorle of Arambala and Perquin are in Honduran territory,
since, because of comnon knowledge and the reading of the full

proceedings which we.saw, as well as by our presence on the spot,
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the old dividiﬁg line of the provinces of El Salvador and Hon-
duras is here formed by the Rio Negro, which in the indigenous
tongue is called Quianguara, this being a territorial question
for which the undersigned Commissioners do not have jurisdiction,
they leave it to the daliboratioﬁ and decision of their Govern—
ments, — Their mission, therefore, being concluded, the Cormis-
gioners mign this document in duplicate, together with the au-
thoritiea and other individuals who were informed of and were
present at the present demarcation of hoﬁndariea. /S/ Francisco
Sancho, = /s/ Caito Alvarado. -—— The Mayor of Joeoafa - /s/
Ygnacio Martfnes, — For himself and the Mayor of Perquin - /s/
Guadalupe Peres. —— For the Mayor of Arambala and myself - /s/
Santiago Hernandes. —— For the Mayor of Perquin and myself - /s/
Cerberto Lépes G. = For the commune of Arambala and myself - /s/
Doroteo lernandes, -~ For the communes of the fillages of Yarula

and Jocoara - /s/ Ofreciano Garcfa.,"

And upon the aprlication of the Comuission of Territorial
Studies of Hunduras, the present certification is issued in the
city of Tegucigalpa, D.C., on the eightecenth day of the month of

November 1983,

SEAL ~ /8/ Celestino Castillo

Chief Clerk
[Anthentication]
No 668.

The undersigned, Secretary of State in the Department of
Foreign Helations, CERTIFIIS by law: that the above signature

is authentiec, and that it is "Celestino Castiilo," aeting in his
-5 -
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capacity as Chief Clerk of the Mgnistry of Foreign Relations of
Honduras, This Secretariat assumes no responsibility whatsocever

with regard to the contents of the ahove document,
Teguecigalpa, D.C., 20 November 1953.

SE /8/ [1llegible]

1869

Boundary Agreement relative to a section of the border be-
tween Honduras and El Salvador, signed by the Commissioners lleme~
terioc Chévez and J. Francisco Sancho, the respective representa-

tives of the two Republics,

The Underaigqed, Chief Clerk of the Ministry of Foreign
Relations, CERTIFIES: That in the archives of this Miniutry
there is a document which says, word for word and letter for let-
ter: "PHOCEEDINGS NO 13 On the mountain of Naguaterique; on the
twenty-sixth day of the month of June 1889, we, the Commissioners
Hemeterio Ch4vez and Don José Franeisco Sancho, the former for the
Supreme Government of the Republic of Honduras and the latter for
the Supreme Government of the Republie of El Salvador, in order
to mark clearly amnd definitively the dividing line between the
two countries; after exchanging their respective powers, finding
them to be in due form, we entered upon the following discussion
with regard to the poiﬁts most fully recognigzed on each side, and
according to the réperts received and the data shown by the titles
of the comuon lands of the bordering villages of Similator, Joco-
ara, and Colomoneagua, in Honduras, and those of Arambala, Verquin,

and Torola in El Salvador, particularly that of Arambala and
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Perquin, which is one and the same, and élarifies the fact that
the Rio Negro is the boundary line between the two Republies,

the record vf the survey of which goes back one hundred years;
and regarding the foregoing as sufiiciently established, it be-
ing corroborated by the reports received: we now having no fur-
ther duty with regard to this statement; it being eight o'clock
in the moraning, together with the londuran authorities from Si-
milaton and Jocoara and the Salvadoran authorities from Arambala
and Perquin, with some of the respective inhabitants, we went
from this point, which separates the possessions of Arambala and
Perquin from those of Jocoara, along the southeast of the moun~-
tain, and after walking for about two leagues, we arrived at a
mountain covered with straw, called El Mal Paso, known to all,

on top of whieh we found a marker of stones, and above them a
triangular stone standing up about ome zggghﬁvariable unit of
length, about 2.8 feet], which marker is mentioned in the title
of Similaton as merking its limits and the dividing line with

the common lands of‘Arambala and Perquing from this wmarker, which
initiates the dividing line of the two Republics, we went in the
direction of mnorth 66° west, although the people of Arambala and
Porquin were gquite reluctant when they saw that their lands are
being divided, with about one third turning out to be in Honduran
territory, and that this third is the best, since it is comnosed
of the mountain of Naguaterique, which is not less than t(ifty
caballerias in area, and from whieh they get their subsistence
because of advantages of tillage and pasturage, and the fact that
the lands remaining to them are aliuiest useless, because they lack
these advantages; but, having told thems that the division of
the two Republics vhich divided their lunds did mot deprive thew

of the right of possession over their lands in Honduran territery,

nc'r-o
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which they should continue to use according to their titles, and
the people of Jocoara as well, until the Governments should de-
teraine what would be the moat suitable way to remove the discord
in whieh they live and have lived from time imisemorial, as is evi-
denced by their titles, they said: that under these conditions,
even though they were not very pleased, the proposed division
should be carried outj thus it was that, together with all the
foregoing, and following the direotion indicated, going down from
the top of the hill of El Mal Pasq with the territory of llonduras
o the right, with the mountain of Naguaterique, and on the left
that of El Salvador, crossing the road which leads from Cacaopera
to Jocoara and other villages; passing ravines, hills, clumps of
torch rines and thickets, we walked downhill ané reached the Rio
Negro at the point of El Barrancon, a place which is also well
known to all, where there is a cove close to the foot of the
range and mountain of Naguaterique, to which point we estimated
it was a little more than a league., ~— From this point the de-~
marcation continues along downstream, following all its windings;
its course is from east to west, parallel to the hill of GHiriri,
whieh is on the lefthand side, and where, in a north to south di-
rection the Rio Negro is crossed by the commson lands of Arambala
and Perquin; we continued downstream in the aforesaid manner,
with unapportioned land of El Salvador on the left side, reach-
ing the confluence with the Rio Negro of another siream, vhich
coues down from the left, and which is known by the name of Fi-
chigual, up to which point, according to the data appearing in
the title of Arawbala, Salvadoran territory reaches the marker

of the hill of Gflirir® up to this point ui coniluence being un-

arportioned; and to which point from E1 Barrancon there is a
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distance of more than three leagues to survey, which took six
days without counting holidays, up to which the Jurisdietion of
the Commissioner of Honduras reaches, and, although the Commis~
sioner of El Salvador has full authority to follow the dewarca-
tivn between the villages of Torola in this Republie and that of
Colomoncagua in Honduras, we find ourselves embarrassed for the
reason given, Nevertheless, at the desire and request of the two
villages mentioned above, we continué to examine the titles on
both sides until recognizing the course of the Rio de las Cafias,
which later on forms the same dividing line, but since, in order
to decide on the dividing line from this confluence tc the above
mentioned Rio de las Cafias there was lacking the necessary author-
igation on the part of the Honduran Commissioner, the two villages
agreed that the village of Colomoncagua would appeal to its Gov—
erament for such authorization, and that the two Commissioners
would wait pending its being granted; it was agreod that the de-
marcation of the border hetween the two Republics was concluded
up to this point in the terms rocorded above with respect to the
viliages of Arambala, Perqufn, and Joeoara. This docunent was
signed in duplicate by the two Commissioners and by tiie witnesses
from the two villages, who conmcurred. /h/ Hemoeterio Chévem, ——
/8/ J. Franco, Sancho, ~ For the iayor of Perqufn - /s/ Germén
Amaya, Secretary. —— For the Mayor of Arambala -~ /a/ Doroteo
Hermandes, Secretary. — The Mayor of Ferquin - /s/ Bern.rdo
Aways, — The Mayor of Arambala ~ /s/ Maximo Sorto. — For the
Mayor of Jocoara and himself - /s/ Santiago Vasques. — /s/ Tablo
Vasquea. — /s/ Pablo Vasques." IROCZEDINGS NO 2. — At the place
called Chawmpate, on the fiftecenth day of the month of July 1369,

it being two o'cloeck in the afternoon, the Commissioners Heueterio
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Chdvez and Don José Francisco Sancho, the former huving exhibited
the new permission sent by his Government for clarifying the ques-
tion of territorial boundaries pending between the villages of
Colomancagua and Torola, and the Commissioner of El Salvador hav-
ing found them to be in due form, they began their work by reading
the documents which thay:had with them, consisting of two volumi-
nous files, one of which contains various surveys making up the
title of Colomoncagua, and the other a general survey of all the
lands, made in 1793 by the Commissioner Don Andreo Perez, as well
as a survey which forms the title of the estate of San Diego, made
in 1666, another survey which serves as title for the village of
Torola, made in 1743, and a certification by the Subdelegate of
the territory of Gracias & Dios, Don José Gerdnimo Zelaya, issued
in the year four of this gentury, in favor of the owners of the
eatate of San Diego; and having covered or visited some of the
points mént;oned in eaid titles, i.e,3 Champate, El Portille

Blanco, Laguneta, Barrancon, Las Tigeretas, and a place known as

El Picacho., —— After an extended discussion, which took place
throughout five working days, the two Commissioners not having
been able to agree, the Commissioner of the Republic of 11 Salva-
dor said: That since the title of Colomoncagua do not impinge on
those of Torola and the estates which continue on from San Diego
and Candelaria, because the bouudarieé of the latter are marked
by the Las Caflas River, which at the same time they declare to

be the dividing line between the two Republics, and since the
lands.of Colomoncague do not go that far, he had no doubt that
the dividing line was the confluence of the Fichigual River with
the Negrc River, where it abuts upon Arambala and Perquin on a

bearing South by 16 degrees West, and by the rise of a steep hill

- 10 -
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with unap.ropriated land on either side, since the above mentioned
lands of Colomoncagua do not reach this line until it cliwbs to
the higher level, which is flat ground, and a place known as El
Llano Seco, and going down, following the same hearing, until it
reaches the headwaters of the Las Cafias River, which are formed
by two ravinea, one of which eomes down from the village oi Colo-
moncagua to the right, and the other of which comes down on the
left from the lands of Torola, and where the cummon lands oi this
village form an anglej and continuing downstream, passing by the
foot of the place of Las Tigeretas, until the limits of this cou-
mon land and continuing along, following all the bends of the
river and the boundaries of San Diego, passing by the point of

El Barrancon to the limits of the aiorementioned San Diego, they
continue downstiream until they pass the point erossed by the road
going from Gracias & Dios to San Miguel, and reaches an angle
formed by the river a little in front of the road in the locality
of Chaampate, to which point, starting at El Barrancon, a strip of
land lies in Salvadoran territory, which Colomoncagua recognizes,
according to its surveys, vwhich consists of somewhat more than two
caballerfas, the unap, ropriated land having continued along the
right bank of the river f{rom its headwaters almost as far as El
Barrancon, which belongs to londuras, and since his jurisdiction
went as far as the limit of Colomoncagua lands, he considered his
mission at an endj remarking: that from this point of the bend of
the river the dividing line leaves it, as it uuet continue along
in the hills on a westerly bearing, because the river wmakes a sharp
turn towards the south; adding that, since the two Commissioners
had not been able to agree on the line drawn, which he believes %o

be very just and legal according to the data afforded by all the
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aforementioned documents and the lncdtien of the lands, he pro-
tested and protests formally, in the mame of the Republie of El
Salvador and its‘Government,'against any prejudice in case there
is anyvtrespassiﬁg over the dividing line, which has nowv been
drawn, until such time‘és the two Governments way decide differ-
ently; adding also that he did not respect the survey carried

out by Don Andres Perez ir the year 1793, since it was nulil and
void by reason of having been carried out on all the neighboring
land, even includiﬁg the village of San Fernando, which is very
far away and within the common lands of Arambala and Perquin, and
did not jibe at all with the surveys which the iphubitants of Col-
omonagua have as their title. And ﬁhe Commissioner of the Repub-
lic of Honduras saids that since, in his judgment, tho titles of |
COiomonagua.were contradicted by that of San Diego, since the lat-
tor solemnly says that the division of the jurisdictions is a
river called Las Caflas, because, even though the certifieation of
the aforementioned Subdelegate of Gracias & Dios, Don Jerénimo de
Celaya, asserts what it doees, baaiﬂea’not having the nature or
character of a publie instiument, since it is preserved on a loose
sheet of paper without any vitnéasen,huq the unfavorable charac—
teristic of having been drawn up updn the estate of San Diego,
which is the property of,thebintereated parties, for which rea-
song he considers it as null and‘void; one of the surveys con-
tained in the title kept by the people of Colomonagua saying that
El Picacho (which, in his opinion, is Quecurus or Piedra Cruz) is,
besides being the boundary of bhoth ¢omaon landa, the dividing line
for the juriadietion of San Miguel and Gracias 4 Dios; this state~
ment not being contradicted by the people of Torola in due time,

‘since they appeared to suppert their boundary claims because they
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were told to do soj; and this being later confirmed by the survey
carried out by the Commissioner Don Andres Perez in 1793, at the
requeat of the people of Colomenagua, not only in agreement with

‘ the people of Torola, who declared that it was in complete har-—

‘ mony with the boundaries of Colomonagua, but also with the state-

; ment of the mayor of Jocoaitique of the Republic of El Salvador

itself, who, by virtue of the judicial notice, went out with the

‘ people of his village, end stated that the line which marked the
boundary of the common lands of Colomonagua and Torola and the
division of the jurisdictions was the highway, which he knew from
the Torola title., His opinion being what it is, that by making
the boundary line follow the Cafias River until it meocts the con~
fluence of the Negro River with El Pichigual, the territory of
Honduras is deprived of a considerable guantity of land, accord-
ing to the expression of the aforementioned titles, he believed
it well to take no definitive decision in this respectj not only
because the community and authorities of the village of Torola
were unwilling to cede the smallest portion of the rights they
alleged to have, but also because the aforementioned Commissioner
of the Republic of llonduras felt that he had been unable to find
any documents on which to rely without personal responsibility
for the aforesaid decision. By virtue of which, the aforemen-
tioned Comaissioner of Honduras said to the one from El Salvador:
that only the demarcation shown by the Negro River from the marker
of the hill of Mal Paso up to the bouﬁdary of the comnon lands of
Perquin and Arambala at the marker of Tiembla Tierra or the hillock
of Gliirir{ was recognized by him; but»énbject to the apuroval of
his Government; and thut with regard té the boundary from that

point as far as Chauapate, he leaves it up to the deliberation and
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decision of his Government, protesting, as, indeed, he does pro=-
test solemnly in the name of the Republic of Honduras and his
Government that he is not res onsible for the unfortunate conse—
quences that may arise from the failufe to reach agreement on

i the question which exists betveen the village of Torola and that

1 - of Colomonagua. Upon which they considered their mission at an

‘ end, and the ;resent instrument was signed in duplicate by the

aforementioned Commissioners, along with the authoritics of both

villages, the owners of the estates of San Diego and Candelaria,

and some residents and witnesses. — /s/ Hemeterio Chévem — /a/

J. Francisco Sancho, The Mayor of Torola - /s/ Santos Ortiz, ~-

For the Couneilmen Fulgencio Sanches and for wmyezelf - /s/ Luis

Bigil, — /s/ Marcos Vasquez, Secretary, The Mayor of Colomona-

gua - /s/ Tomas Lopew, =- The Assessor - /s/ Bernardoc Margs.

i /s/ Benito Crus, Secretary., Here the heirs of San Diego and

| Candelaria sign ~ /s/ Gabriel Argueta. — /s/ Pedro Argueta. —
/8/ Gabriel Marquez, — /a/ Daniel Vasquez. —- /s/ Eulalio Ar-
gueta, = /s/ Apolonio Ramirez, =—-— /s/ Bernardino Argueta. Wit-

ness - /a/ Perfecto Mercado., Witness - /a/ lemi jio Chavez.

And upon the application of the Commission of Territorial
Studies of ionduras, the present certification is i sued in the
city of Tegueigalpa, D.C., on the twenty-first day of the uionth

of November 1953,

/8/ Celestino Castillo

Chief Clerk
[Authentication]

No 660,
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The undersigned, Secretary of State in the Department of
Foreign Relations, CERfI’FIES by law: that the above signature
is authentic, and that it is "Celestino Castillo," acting ir hLis ‘
‘ capacity as Chief Clerk of the Ministiry of Foreign lelations of |
Honduras. This Secretariat assumes no responeibility whatsoever

with regard to the contents of the above document.
Tegucigalpa, D.C., 26 November 1953.

SEAL /s/ [1llegible]
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