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NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE AUTHORITY

COORDINATION OF INTELLIGENCE
ACTIVITIES RELATED TO FOREIGN ATOMIC ENERGY
DEVELOPMENTS AND POTENTIALITIES

Memorandum by the Director of Central Intelligence
With the Unanimous Concurrencc of the Intelligence advisory Doard

Foreign atomlc snergy developments and potentialitics con-
stitute a paramount field of intelligence related to tho national
sceurity. As such, the Naticnal Intelligence Authority is
rcsponsible for planning, decvcloping, and cocrdinating Federal

forcign intelligence activitics in this ficld.

To date, the Foreign Intelligence Branch of the cfficc
of Major General Leslic R. Groves, the Commanding General of
the Manhattan Enginecr District, has been the agency performing
functions of collecting and cvaluating intelligence related to
forcign atomic encrgy devclepments and potentialitics. This
Branch has operated undcr the personal direction of Guncral
Groves, who is in turn responsible, by Presidential dircctive,

to the Sccretary of War.

The newly crecated Atomic Energy Commission will be¢ con-
cerned with the entire field of atomic energy in the United
States, including commercial as well as military aspects. Tho
Commission will, upon Presidential directive, take over tho
rcsponsibilitics of the Manhattan Enginecr District. It is con-
sidercd appropriate at thié time that the National Intelligéncc
Luthority should authorize and direct the Director of Central
Intclligence to coordinate the collection by agencles subject
to N.I.A. coordination of éll intelligence information related

to foreign atomic energy developments and potentialities

affecting the national securify, and to accomplish the
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o correlation, eveluetion and appropriate dlssemination within

s .-
-

~ the Govornment of the reaulting 1ntelligence To accomplish
\ thl! funotion, the peraonnol end working files Of the Forelgn
L Intelligence Branch operlted by Gonerél Grovee 'should be trans-
ferred to the Central Intelligencq Group..

-

. ( The enclowed dmft»N‘I‘A Directive is designed to carry \
out the ooncluaiona contalﬁed in the above peragneph This
,Directive haa been unanimoualy coucurred 1n by the Dlrector

",- of Central Intelllgence and the Intelligence Advlsory Board
'which in this case 1ncluded the Commanding Gencral or the
_Manhattan Engineer Diatrict. ' '

L
.

It is recommended that the National Intelligence Authorlty

approve the draft dlrective in the Enclosure

t

: HOYT 3. VANDENBERG -
Lieutenant General, USA
Dlrector of Centrnl Intelllgence
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* 'PROPOSED N.I.A. DIRECTIVE
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Purauant ta the Preaident'a letter of. 22 January 1946,
" deoignating then Authority aa reoponsible tor plnnning, developing, if B
and coordinating all Federal roreign intelligence aotivitieo 80, o

as to assure the most effective accomplishment of the intelligence

mission: related to/the national security, the following policiea ; ' ;Igp

and procedures relating to Federal intelligence activities in the ‘ -

field of foreign atomic energy developments and potentialities
"\affecting the national security are announced- .

1. ~whe Director of -Central IntelligenCe, subject to the direc-
tion and control of this Authority, is hereby authorized and
:directed to coordinete the collection by agencies suhject to ' )
N.I.A. ooordination of all intelligence inrormation related to }

" foreign otomic energy developments ond potentialities affecting :

" the national aecurity, and to aoccmplish the correlation,f'

evaluation, and appropriate diuaemination within the Govcrnment :
of the resulting intelligence. The Iﬂrector of Central Intelli-, '.”Tg”
E gence ia further authorized to arronge with other intelligence .
agencies of the Government to util‘ze their collection facilitiea
in this fleld. . o |
, 2. To accomplish the function aaaigned in peragraph 1 the‘
Secretary of ‘War and tne Commanding General of the. Manhattan |
'Engineer Distriot have outhoriqed the transfer to the Central
Intelligence Group of the personnel and vorking filea of the

Foreign Intelligence Branch operated by tne Commanding General

of the Manhattan Engineer~niltrict, efrective at the earliest

practicable date.
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