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gy dear Hr. Hulls

Ganersl Donovan has asked gend to you

he attuched regpmt"t puruq,»ared Ly ¥ . Pierlob, the Prinme
Elfnn,iateir of Belglum, on the latiomls during the %x‘ges
war bebtreen King lL.eopuuﬂu:&, '.I’.I‘.i. of Belgiuvm an

government.

1glan

May we call to your st r.emticm tne following

;mrag‘racph af the mertrandun from our New gork office
1'1ranammtirng tuis vepoit to us?

nyne Fant mat thds memoxt antum 13 in

ouT pmssevsa‘llpn s mol Knowl , to M. Ple erlot or to
sgnador - ﬂmcw:ma»
uértaim smsuninmuls

we halire za.gr'wd that the

égmzmg mass:eua fn mﬂzxale ®
heyllg ke

i 64 6
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’Na regreotfal 1y agk that you heve gnis report u.sed

sammoer ehich 18, to the extent passibvle, cone
pbove camdtit,iona
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n & A No. 1468742

SUPPLEMENT TC REPORT ON KING LECPOLD

Desoription

The sraluation of new intelligsnoce received in recent days on
the position of the Xing.
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Lomenry

The Eings, Popularity is steedily on the ge.
oline aui ebdiontion wight beccms g nseossity eftep
the

Intmnll:lgoncal received in rocent days kas throws & Dy
light on the present position of King Loopold ag woll az un the
entire monarehicol proplen in Belgiwm, 4 study of lata roports
clearly indicate; that the Kingfg Popularity and pre
steedily on tho deslinn, 7ne advance of Alljed ary operae
tiong, carrying with 14 he Posaibility of an early iiberation
of the ootupied cowmtry, is olosely sommected with the change
in popuiay senl:imert,

Whan ths Belgian Ay swrrendsred, the Poople were oone
rinced that the WAr was logt, Thoy decidad, therofore, to adept
un attdtude whioh would enunble tham to make the baat o
vitustion. This 8sners). gent

: don Bo remg:
it noened 1o
adviseble 1 fo
utry as an eitaple

if“'imm d'ap
on ling

wall as the gremd;
hy oplindon of thy Poople.,
totivitien ang holiped or conception
> ' held by their Prisoner King. at this
when the Poople began conaciously reviewing the
extire intermal uitustion, the aaounoenint of the Bocornd marriage
of Ifing Leopoid s mrde and udoubt;odly groatly avfootsd hig
pasition. Furthoemors, the Eing's spparomt indifference towara
i thewands of doparted workeyy Infuriated the lower
Glaires, who until thon hudt been ameng hie mozt ardent admirers,
e weak protest muie By lwopold et o 9id not alter the
Lpregsion left by his eariier Passive attitude,
tine the highor politioel oiroles volced their ooncern over the
Lnfluontiel Positlion held by & mmber of tlese advisers of the
King *hous politingl idealn ant anbit:iop, were rightly considered
as extromoly dengurous to o densorakio conntitubional monarchy.,
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% wes roslised hat the Eing could zob gontrol the sdsologicel
Anions of bls adrisers, but it wmt that lie coudd Lavo
gaken & olowr ghand bY fupisting o8B
of the wost ob X ¢! .
we also Yonked TS I undiplomaiic mOVe o
of evente had guch & flusnce on tho Pe
g 5o dovbt. whether , maond onts full con=
fidence sftor war o + ; e the dubtiecs o2 a
: quost wiether wny 86
sn an effort to raies his preatige epd popw~
eaciovile T4 13 to b® ex,poeted ket the Bole
aoh sobion. &8 somperabl -
porsons who nye NOW agopting gor the £irst
onger stand ageinst 4he oeoupying

& stady of Eing jecpold’n prosent position ralses in~
pedistely tho quostion of sbdicetiome Though kmown 88 an ambi-
Sique perucits it should Do peuszbored that Lsopolds oo has msdo
POl WA cted deolaionks might ever etdicato of hig own froo
wille lorsowTs 3% is possible that the Belglond might insist
on the apdioation of King Leopolde 1n both oases the guesticn
of amoeauﬂ.on e to b golved. -jeopold's only lbrothers Prince
Chaflos, is msb sensiderod £t Lo %eke over the heavy rosponsi-
ity of Teading the ptateo Frince Bavdounin, the nine
1eir to o throno, sould only yolign vnder &
tims of bl s jority. 1t is doubtful whether D
som. poswwafmg‘ n the gualltion and tvhe popularisy necessary

&y apuuns The position ot Regonto

" .3 i beliaveid thet ¥h officials of the gwarmowl;;
4n oxile wgree with the peopis an oocupied Balpiua that & ocontin=
wtion ¢f & gtatus of omumwti,«ml moners eptisl to the
wrelifera of 1o coundiye The republiosn gontixsat, pregent in
gang Faltloon gircles, doos not appesl te the prople st 1argoe
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patTE: 4 HNovember 1043

General Williem j. Donovan

willian L. Larger

13ts Advisers

FROM:
on King Leopol

S IECT: Evalus watbion of Memoranﬁum,

your requesty 1 am attaching

of the memorandum fou
rted by a.éldlt Lona.l

In response to

ewith &B evaluation

her
old's advisers gupport

King Leop
snformation.
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VEMCEANDM ON KTNGEEOVOLD'S ADVISEES

or of' g Jonddn roport on 'i:he advigers of King Leopoldl,
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MENDRANDIRE ON EING LEQPOLDY ADVISEHS

soumary

The yolo of ths mmudn savigers of King Leojold and 1be
aﬁ the Kingte poelidon in

afroet upon 4he dmporti
Balginats poneans mms.m stooture.

Ze mﬁun
e Anfoymation sunbadned An the e yoport on King Soopold's

L 4a 3 ond i :wmiﬂm vy David Piakneys porrenponds
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i 6 'ﬁlﬁw}‘s PR yasnpstruction. Privite yeports
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prosant, however) there ixix evidancs thst & repablican temdency
ip gainiug strenpth asemg & sxel) gronp who provicusly wore i
cyps Reyalists. Ths pulks of the people, origirslly royelist,
now wayer in thedr attituds tomard e monaxchy &8 & dsyect
sgstkt of the Hing's lack of parswsel. prestige.
Ring loeopeld, thoagh 8 conshdtutionsl wonarchy ofban wsed
h{n pouition intermrans 4n politicnl dscusa. His ardent anbi-
Jixench. faeling and his interest in 4hs Flemish problen wpestion=
abky Snflveneqd Eelghumte wﬁm foreign Policye Pelglan govern-
mm ;mclmi 4n Londew Kol % tha Ting ought to diamizs o =
th mf ms payEann 11&‘&1!31:’!!{11?:!1& tho mmhianwoﬁ' Lhe cruntry.
wMMIIEg wmm ‘B&ﬁgﬁm »ﬂfimials gay t.hat. Jampudms
MMM shashd dn
g&%ﬂm& N *Egmmtmug ag,nnm@pw objeehiunnahlaa aret
1) mwmm *!!is, g
2} Goimt mmfa

3) Buwon ll‘ﬂmw wan Zaylon.

958 pmﬁhﬁm lltﬁngim. however; &3 unayare of ths neture
@ﬁ ﬁnﬂﬁmmm anipodined on the King by thage PIrEONd. Thorefors,
mwumﬁ. ot thiss dnditdence Wil not su’o;mmtt«izﬂly ralse King
xﬁﬁﬂ%’ﬂ mssimam.
ﬁ fﬂ 'ﬁhiﬁchiiﬁm ;ﬁm mtmvﬂ#&m of fjelglum, then 3t be-

waﬁﬁlf h&my‘ mmﬂam o ebtain ﬁlna full support; cf her entire
popelation.
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INTEROFFICE MEMO » (e

TO General Donovan oaTE: 22 October 1943

FROM: William L. Langer
SUBJECT: Memorandum on King Jsopold's Advigers

In response to your r‘equeét of October 20

I am attaching hereto & copy of the memorandum

from Mr. David Pinkney f(mg' Leopold's a,a;ﬂjars -

‘ S ,/
ez,m 7 X

(4 ..gf -~

< Williem L. Langer ~7
Director, Braach of

R.e&earch and Analysis
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SUBJECT ¢ Notes on persons at present in the entourage of
King Leopold of Balgium

SOURCES Belgien sourcé through 3.0., Lcndone.

DATES 21 September 1943.

QUERN_ELIZABETH

Much mailigned by the French before Belglum's entry into the wer =
wes accuszlof being gtrongly pro-Germen, There 1.8 no evidence

%o ecrroborate this acousation. She has in al) circumstances shown
8 greabt patriotic spirit, and although Queen Astrid became®
extremely popular, Queen Elizabeth remalned jdolized by the soldiers
of the last war, who pemembered her untiring devotlion to theme

She has always shown greal interest in goolal enterprises and all
possibilitles of the people's welfare wore of interest to her. .
She groatly encouraged. all enterprises vhich onened new prospects
to the lower classes oOn the way of sclence ent the arts.

VAN OVERGTRAETEN

Sathoritarian tendencies; considered as having exercised a strmg
jnflinenes on the King. It 18 considered he held a theory of Beiglum's
foreign policy which was nok in keoping with bhe Government's views.
After Belgium's surrendar he was of opinion that the war was over
as fap a3 his country was soncerned and that to make the beat of &
pad job the only possibility was that of collaboration wlth the
Germans and to recognise the fact of Germany's SUpromACY in Europe.
Tn homs politics he was known to be in favour of a very strong
contentration of power inthe King's handa, with a Government of
ntlitary edminietrabors. He had n small following among young
rightista. Ee was, howaever, not Ln gsympathy with the Rexlats.

EINg'S WIFE

By hor education inelined to sympathy ptowerds England. She belongs
to a family of very modest origin end will not be very readlily
acasptoed by the Belglan nobillty. By the force of circumstances
she will be 1>no-demxcwrat1.oa11y Inelined.

VIBCOMIE JACQUESCDAVIGNON
Wap Ambassedor in Berlin in 1940 when the war broke oute.

He was Rlways cenvinced of the German danger, but hoped that a
cavefwl policy might have kept Belglum out of the war, If war was
to coms hs saw no other wiy than a flercd resistance. Held in
high esteem by the Eing, he was often consulted by him in pre-wer
dayy, After the sollapse of France, he believed HEngland would 2o ..

QTR
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the samo way. But he is not anti-British. His ambitlon was to be
Ambassedor in Ionden end but for the war he would moat certainly
have boan. He is & man of high moral standard and a great loyalty.
Agent of & policy which has failed he has Dbeen among thoue who
beliewsd the only salvation for the country was in collaboration.
But ho hes no sympathy for the Germans. lMany psople, however,
econsider him wrongly, s responsible for the poliey of indsependence
and neutrality.

BENRI DE MAN

Hae discredited himself cdompletely and is considered by most people
as a traitor. Already before the war his chort popularity, due
to the formulsting of a "Nsw Deal" policy, had been ocutlived.

EENRI BARLS

Ssveral times Chrisvian Democrat, Minister in pre-war years. is

a man without any political influence or backing. He is a
political gambler who, as father-in-law to the EKing must conslder
his political carser snded. As Governor of the Province of Bruges,
where his absence made him unpopulser, he has already left parliie-
montary lifs.

BURCE CAPELLE

In considersd to have bsen since the inveaslon one of the worst
couneselors of the King. He appears to have been entirely favourable
to collaboration with the Germans, on the consideration that thers
wag no.other salvation for Belgium, as the French and British
gnarentors had failed to substantiate their pledges in any succossful
WY

ALEERT_DEVEEE

1iberal statesmen who hed always been pre=French and anti-German.
After the defaat, he was of opinlon that reconstruction was
necespary and mede tentative moves of coneiliation with the Germans.
The greatest service was rendered to him by the Rexists, who
denounced him as of Jowish origin, end who recalled that the
Plemings habte him.

MBURECE LIPPENS

Fiemish Jiberal; wealthy banker. He has been very much in the seme
ponition &s Diyvege. He toyed with the idea of forming a new Government
in Bruesels. But he aldo waa denounced by the Roxlsts as & poli~

¥iolan serving fincnoisl interests and, elthough Flemish, not
geeeptable to the more advanced Eemings of Germanle tendencies.

SECRET
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. HAYOIT DE TERMICOURT

Chief Justice. A man of high Integrity, profound €alth and great
intelligence; made & rapld sarser in the Iaw couptss—H6 was the
King'a bost coungelor and informed him fully on his rights after
the surrender, showing how under the constitution he was in a
state of incapacity and could not, without breaking his pledged
oath, foirm & new Government in Brussels, should such & possibililty
ever be conuidered.

CQE, KTEWITZ

tilalson officer between Laeken Castle and the (hermap suthroities.
He 1a unpopular amongst the people. Rightly o wrongly they

apsert that he was jnstrumental in the King's marriage, working .
om German instructions to bring it about in order that the Kirng's
popularity might be diminished. ¢

BIRCN PINRRE van ZUYLEN

Ascepted from the Germans a nomination as Secretary General %o

the Mintutry of Forelgn Affalrs, but resigned very soon af'ter when
poelized thai the enemy wished L0 use him as a tool. Hip acceptance
had inflonced several younger mon of his department, but, unhapplily
hig realgnstion 4iid not nave the same effect. IHe has stayed 1in
contact with the higher officials of his department, but spends
most of his time administering Wmis fortune, and living on the
fnoome of his income.’

ALHERT JEDOVARD JANSSEN

Benker and former Finance ¥inigter in a Cathollic Govornment.
Professor alk the University of Louvain. Haa pleyed a great part
in reilef organizaticns and 1ls one of the confidarts of Cardinal
Van Roeye. No outstanding political liablility, but eéxcellent
f4nencial expert, who worked on the restoration of Austrian
{tnencer after the last war and 18 woll @nown in the finsnclal
vircles of the League of Natlons.

IGARD 1B FRUYNE

fatholie Fleming, Professor at c¢he University of Ghent, and Senator.
Mme of the soundest political elements - wilth great influence and
sommending respect. Will certainly bs one of the Gatkolle leaders
off the sowmniry.

FOe ERABERT
Balonged in his University days (1924) to the more extreme Flemlsh
movsment . Since that time, however, he has taken a more sober

political line g#nd appears to be & man whose influence in the Plemish
part of the country will be ’;mnsniderable. His attitude 1s entirely

pabriotic. R e o
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