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:)J

FROM: Walter C.

SUBJECT  Reporis on

Lolue Ulisie g0 Gensrdd
Dewerii o we have uvedlsbie on pGaltical ana wmoral
ditici.. in D tonde whothe tine, I
WalTEVer .2 LG On Thie subjecs.
reLoros wie 1n ana I am herew
|
therect to yc Plesss let me ANow vihether
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sccesThe feelings of ihe Estonian pecple at preseat may bde swmarised la

the ansient Roman exclamations "morituri te salutant {* This is e emmsesiocus
appresiation of the situation fasing the Estonism people today. The Sovies
armies have reashed the Estonian frontier and threatea 10 re-—eeupy ‘he
GOuAtry. The Estonian pecple are aware that the militery oceewpetion will

be followed by arrests, ¢ xecutions, and deportaticas oa a seale sxseeding

the horrors of 1941, The 3oviet Union eovets the Beltie States mnd Fialand
in order w0 establish her own 'dominium maris Baltiei.’ She slalms % have
ineorporated .he Baltie States in 1940, and nurses puppes govermamis for
Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania on Russisn soil. The Fiaas fear a similer
fate if the Russians succeed in establishing their eontrol over Fialaad.

The reality of this danger is elearly illustrated by .the cmimous develepmeate
in Russo-Polish rels tions. Reports have reacheld Estonia from Soviet oeeupied
Litimania, Poland, and White Russia of large sesle deportations of the ia-
telligentsia and even of more prospercus farmers, who, ascording % the
Soviet view, had veen expoced too long to the influemee of the Bourgseis world.
Broadeasss from Leningrad are oonstantly threateming the so-ealled Istomism
Nazis with dire punishment when the Red Army reaches Estonia. An appeal was
made o the partisans to prevent those *Nazi plutoerats' from leeving Zstcmia.
They must be liquidated in order to prevent them from earrying om the fizht
against the Soviets from abroad. The Estonians have noc doubt that the »ecple
wrandcd by the Soviets as *Bstonian Nasi Plutoerate® are primarily ihose
patriotis Estonisns who firmly stand and fight for the independense of taeir
sountry, and of whom hundreds have been Plased under arrest by th¢ Germans
for thelr pro-British sympathies. And singe the aim of the overwhelmiag
majority of the Sstonian people is the restoration of Estomia's independemes,
BASs reprisals on an unpresedented scale are expested. Sueh appeals frox
abroad would seem to serve the purpose of providing the Soviets with an

alibi sinee any atrocities sormitted after ihe entry of the Red Army imto
Estonia eould later on be blamed on the partisans. An impartial investization
of the fasts under war conditions would obviously be very diffieult. There
is little hope for help from outside for the Estoniams know that ihe Festern
Demoerssies are at present in no position to help, mo help esm be epested
from Sweden, aad the Pinns have t0oo many troubles of their owa.

Despite all tiis, however, the Estonian people are united in the purpose
of resisting by foroe of arms to the last possidility the rececwpatiom of
their sountry by Soviet Russia. They are determined to earry oa the fight
evea after the ocollapse of the German armies or their gemeral withiresal. 4Aa
underground National Committee of the Republis of Rstomia has been formed.
The Cozmittee 15 engaged oa orgamisiag a shadow admiaistra.iom amd its owm
armed forees which is a most difficult task in view of the German oesupatiom.
The mamoers of the Ocumittes represent all politieal parties. They are am
of the younger generatiom with truly desoeratie views who hitherto had orgmmised

"o .
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the smti-Ge:mem resistanse movement ia Zstoaia. Duriag the mass arrests

ia April sod on May lst & mmber of them were arresied Mt >thers &30
earryiag en degpite German efforis to apture then. Thess @ &Fe owisugly
20 *Quislings,® and yet ‘he Soviets vwrand them as Nasis end thel? laskeys.
¥ille the Soviet forees are os the point of iavading Rstoniaa territery,

the Natiomal Oommittee has isseed an appeal 0 the pespls mot to leave the
wwaty. As a result of this sppeal the flow of refugess o Jwedsn -=d
Fialand has diminished. Some younger Estonians who had fled the eonniry la
order to avoid German mobilization are now @ger 4o retirn from 3weden and

to place themselves n% the disposal of the Naticnal Cosmitiee for the defmee
of their eountry, The German att-mpts to mobilize the Zstoniams proved a
failure beezuse they endeavoured tc draft them into 4heir own ermy and Yo
make them fight for their own ends ocutside the herritory of the Republie

of Estonia. Now, hawever, iney rally in respouse to an apjeal by thelr owld
acknovledged representatives, The Estonian National Cosmittee, whosa nime
are the restoration of National independcnes and the protecsion of Istoaim
1ives and property. It may seem surprising izt the Jermans instead of
supporting this popular movement are actually opposing the formation of aa
Estonian national army. It would appear that knowing tha anti<german feelizgs
of the Estonian people, the Germans fear that such an arzy under the politieal
leadership of true patriots would not fight sgainst the Rusalans alone, dut
would soomer or later turn against ine Germans thecselves. In thelr present
difficulties, however, they have not beem able to prevent the formation of
Estonian national military units. At the sane time they hxve s0ught WO
ainimise the d anger to themselves by resorting i politieal arrests. Henoo
the arrests of April and May lst whieh affested primarily the Estonian ine
telligentsia., Puuvlls reastion to this step, however, wis %0 ominous tha% @
consideratle mmber of those arrested had fo be released agaln.

The main tragedy of the Estonian people is Lket hey have to defead
themselves against two enemies in opposite ccmps. Though, owing %o the
immincnt d anzer wnich threatens ithe Fational existenec and the very lives of
the Fstonians, the Natisnal Cormittes, supported in this by the whole jopu-
lation, is organizing at present the defense of the country azainst s zew
Soviet invasion, the Committee has to work underground and i:ta mexmbers sre
in eonstant danger of being arrested by the Germans. If the reslstance move-
ment gainst the Germans is at present less active, 14 is due %o the faetd
that a mass wprising would inevitadly lay the eountry opecn %o a Soviet Ruseisn
imvesion. And the fear of Soviet Russia is evon greater inan the !
the Gormans. Nevertaeless, »o ems im Estonia doudts that in -ase the im-
dependenes of a9 49 of Rotgaia were guaranteed by the Allies suek
popular ug ol ghiae weld teke place, which would vitally
affest their Mgl ’ : , how:ver, has not deea
givem. The TR
people at M8 preno
Allied ‘ effestivensss snd gemersl
app . smoag the Xatoniem people

that Af Bgle the prineiples of twhe
Atlanti@ L '

a

.
- - B
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e following eX06rp$s ecncerning the attitude of the Lawwiem

people toward the Rusnians @d the Germans have beea taken

from a Danish reperty |

le On 20 July the Germans T:re asswaed W have 35«00 air1-

sions i{n the Baltic States, Thq‘vavidq DS Tssisienee
worth montioning to the Russzians, The Jernans ary aog ‘
30Tt of men, but there 1s a sertain shortage of mate-ial
o tie Baltye Area. The vssentia] Teason Ls ncwevar :agg
their ccmbat morale 1 undem:ined. The Jerman 30ldier lg
unadble t arrange ey dsfense, largsly besause of {nternal
suspielons o one mants to ve 1oft d21ind ena Pnere a
sort of "Stalingrad Orcupts It {e tought that a 1ioge
part of the low mornle $g attl',libutaablo © latvian JTupAzanda,
In the days just after the German oecupation, n mall agumonp
of Latviena were taken into che German Army. Thay wors put
in amcng the German soldierc, Durtag the first Jear zany Las-
vianys were forced ints whe arny, and now the 3zi tuatiom iz g
8omo cases revarseqd, There are Gerran Ciipanics with abouy
10«15 Latyiana to one German, 3eeauso of the hatred aroused,
by the Germans in Latvia, the Latvians 4o aVeryining they ‘
san to sabotage the Ge.mans, There is 1o doudt nany of them
&Te pure parzisars, They steal weapons and sell them -o the.
Population,

is for feeliny in Latvia, there is ho doubt that 90f of the
people in the gountry favor the Russians, This is attriduted
10 ihe absenge in latvia of a farmaing class owaing 1ts land,
The oountry Jopulation sees nc difference betveen wrking for
a private owner ang wrking for 2 *kolhose assosiation, The
Gorx i ednogmundbtihommo-m.Mt

T continued the Russian vs:tm.i increasing the quotas
W be turned gver W them, ; In some Sases ithess quotas 20 up:
to 50%. In the oitics, espesially in Riga, feeling toward .
the Russiang is much less tavorgblo. ‘ehiefly because o8t of |
the "intellizentsia® s Goncentrated | taere. These people
have no Syapaily for the Germang either. They have begua

ence movement whieh, bowever, comes a b1t late

Yo have any sreat effect on' the people. In July, probadly
the 13th, an order Sae forbidding people to leave Latvia
or send properiy to Germany. This affeets Germans both from
Germmany and Latvia., it was due to preparations being zade
by eivil Servant® aad returned Baltic Germans for abandoaing
e 09“'“7 o °

s
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1. Thers are several signs poiatiag to smtinued Jermen -~eelg-.
tanse in the Rstonian sestor. Thus, Inspector Jeneral Scedls
= leader of the 85 in Estonia - Wa3 in 3erlin reeently sesit-
ing more arms, and it is' reported that the Cermang Jromised
to eomply with his request. Of the Jerman troope vacuated
from Finland singe the beginning of :the offsnsive ou the Bal-

o-half were sent from Maagd to Zstoals, vhaile We
others rere sent o Damaig., fTwo divisions of Germans have
been brought in as reinforeements simes the deglmaing of the
olg offensive on ths Estonien front., T J ‘
all offielals of the "Estonian German

) ®fonse of that oun try,

Henrich Lohse, Reichskommisar for nogthera ‘Ostlamd”,
has moved with his stafr fron Riga to Plirmu, in Zatonia, Reeent-
lys Dr. Bjelnar iiae, leading Ratonian Quisling and head of :he
s0-called *Eatonian sdt-chiuatrauon'. proclaimed toial mobili-
sation in Estonia, Ken, including eighteeneycar-old “oys, have
been armed and are being sent to the front, It is alleged (no
sonfirmation) that after the nobdlizaticn was proclaimed, the
"Estonian Self-zovernment' wag diseolved by :the Serzans. The
*German Civil Adminiatmuon'. however, continues to funetion
under Commissar Georcral Xarl Litaman,

® . ‘ [ .

Two Estonians Tecently esesped from the Soviet-saptured oty
of Vilna, Taey Teport that the Ruasiar Woops assured the frizhg-
ened nopulage that they would recain in Litlhmenia, Two days la ter,
however, the NXVD (Political Polige forces arrived and tue pecylie
were aaked to fill in the following quesiionnaire;

8) Yhy 4id you not evacuate to the Soviet Union in 19417

b) “hat have Jou done' to sabotage the Gerzan war effors?

¢) Did you belong to the police?

d) Did you aid the Germang? .

®) Give the names of three persons who did.

All persons falling under dntogory () vnn. without emy ¢hoeking
whatsoever, munded up and shot, Then, the women were semt t9
Russia, while the men rere mobilized and/sent immediately to the

front. According to this report, Vilna was almost an epty towm
in abou: a week's time. 1 '
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