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SUPPLEMENT TO REPCET ON KING LEOPOLD

Summery

The King's popularity is steadily on the de-
cline and abdication might become a necessity after
the war.

Intolligence roceived in recent days has thrown a new
light on the present position of King lLeopold as well a3 on the
entire monarchicel problem in Belgium. A study of late rejorts
clearly indicates that the King's popularity and prestizs are
steadily on the decline. The advancs of Allied military opsra-
tions, carrying with it the possibility of an early literatian
of the occupied country, ie closely connectec with the change
in popular sentiment.

Then the Belgien Army surrendered, the peopls were con=-
vinced tuat the war wae lost. They decided, thereforz, to adopt
an attitude which would enable them to make the best of a bad
situation. This general sentiment accorded perfectly with the
King's decision to remain in the country as a prisoner of war.
At the time, it seemed to the Belgians that Leopold had done the
naturel, advisable thinge. His action was interpreted by the
country as an example of self sacrifice; it constifuted, in fact,
the moral point d'aDEui of the people. In the first moaths of
the occupation Kfng opold thus became the nation's rallying
point.

The intensificetion of German occupation measurcs, as
well as the prowing Allied military operations, finally intluenced
the opinjon of the people. Resistance movements started their
activities and helped the people to obtain a clearer conception
of the unfavorable position held by their prisonsr Xing. At this
crucial moment, when the pesople began consciously reviewing the
entire internal situation, the emnouncement of the second marriage
of Xing Leopold was made and undoubtedly greatly affected his
position. [urthermore, the King's apparent indifference toward
the fate of thousands of deported workers infuriated the lower
classes, who until then had been among his most ardent admirarse
The waak protest made by leopold at a late date did not alter the
impression left by his earlier passive attitude. At the same
time the higher political circles voiced their concern over the
influential position held by a number of close advisers of the
King whoce political ideals and ambitions were rightly considered
as extremely dangerous to a democratic conatitutional monarchye.

ot

. .

Declassified and Approved For Release 2013/09/16 : CIA-RDP13X00001R000100220006-4




Declassified and Approved For Release 2013/09/16 : CIA-RDP13X00001R000100220006-4

o ik CE bt it WM T 1 Clrm
' L A R i,
S RO, - PO O F s L by

D

-2 - SALEIT

It was realized that the Kingicould not control the ideclogical
opinions of his advigers, but it was boliewved that ne could nave
taken a cloar ntend by insisting on the resiznatlion of a numbar
of the most objeotionatbls of them. His trip to Zerchtesgacsn
was also lookod upon as an undiplomatic move. This comblna®lon
of events had such an infiuence on the peopls that tney nave ha=-
gun to doubt whether Leopold can command the aation's full snu-
fidence after the war so as to De able to rosume the dutlss of a
constitutional monarche. It is even questionables whether any eo-
tion undertaken mow in an effort to raise his prestigs and popu-
larity could be efficeacious. It is to be expectnd that the 3el-
glans will view uny such action as coumparavles to the sfforts made
of late by a number of persons who ars now adoptiaz for tae [irst
time since the invasion a stronger stand against ths occupying
authoritiese ‘

A study of King Leopold's present positioz raisses (o~
mediately the question of abdication. Though «now:l as an ambi-
tious person, it should be remembiered that Lecpold, who has nade
several unexpected decisions, might even abdicate of his own I'reae
will. !doreover, it is possible that thc Belgians mizht insist
on the abdication of Xing Leopold. 1In both cases the questiion
of succession has to be solved. Leopold's only brother, Priace
Charles, is not considered fit to take ovor tha haary rasponsi-
bility of heading the state. 2Prince Baudouin, the nine yser old
heir to the throne, could only reign under e R9zsaacy until the
time of his majority. It is doubtful whether thers is anry oere
son possessing both the qualities and the popularity necossary
to assume the position of Regent,

It is oelieved thet the officials of the covorument
in exile agrce with the people in occupied Belgziwa that a contine
uation of a status of constitutional monarcihy is essantial to the
welfare of tho country. ' The republican sentiment, oresaat in
sone falloon circles, does not appeal to the peopls at largs.
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Summary
ik
The role of ©h2 presont advig. s of #inZ Lposoid and 1%3
effect upon tha importanco of the #ing's posiiion in
Belgiwn!s posb-iiur poititical structurs.

wyakluavion

The information contained in bhe rasors on iing Lanonadts

orapared in n and 4 wondon ny avid wnkney, SOTT23 00
sioh intelligencs receivaoil from other
nerewith arc additional uetaj_l&:
lisbted in the pasic memorandﬁ:

s

ting Leopold's pooltion :Ls of czx.rdin al gorZa.‘M

frenevork of aelgianm's post=war I‘QCOZ‘SthtJO[L.

cotained from el ians who recenbly sscaped from

i
country confirmn the opinion, NOW3VET, that the Xing's prastiis2
has bren adversely affected, aspacially since his second BAXT .7

Phough ib 18 difficult vo evaluate tl.- gent:.ments of an antirs
somlation, it nevertheless is clear tha.t a group of Belzlans

inking == pornaps for the iirst tims since thair country's
shab lisx.mr a felnian republic ai‘te%r the war.

i

Prior Lo bhe aar, onky a mctlon of co«mmzsts and’ ex-

At

st Thenlsh Tabicnaliste nursed anu-}?.oyali..t. sentlnsnts.‘
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presont, however, therc is ov;m.nco that a rsjublican tandaney
is zaining strength ahong a qmll group who previocusly wers sin—
cere Royalists. The bulk of the people, originally royalis%,
now waver in their attitude tcmard the monarchy as a dirsct
result of the King's lack‘of%g)afsc;na;‘_ptastige.

King Leovold, thougﬁ a conétitutionai monarch, often usad
his position to intervene in‘political 18uu3;- His ardent an%ti-
French feeling and his interest in the Flemish problem anquastion-

ably influenced Belgium'e pre-war foreign policy. Belzian zoverm~—

ment circles in London fsel that the Kn.ng, ought to dismiss a num-

ber of his personal a,dvisers:upon the liberation of ths country.
Moreover, thess Belgian officials say that Leopold's

authority should mvthe future be strictly curtailad. Among the

advisers whose influence is considerasd objaectionable are:

1) General van Overstraeten

2) Count Capelle
3) Baron Pierre van Zuylen.

The people of Belgium, however, are unaware of tne nature
| ‘ ;

of the influence axercised dn the King by these persons. Thareiore,

the ramoval of this influonca will not sixbstantially raise King

ieopold's prestige. !

If the Allies plan an invasion of Bslgium, then it be-

cones hiznly desirable to obtain the full support of her entire

populution.
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TI. Additinmal Taformtion

usen “lisabeth

Hort felzians who arrivei here from the ocmiiisd homelust,
desaribe her us ro-jorsi, nl‘u‘z-m;ux NG f,melilic Lrool NAs an yer
baan subcdbted o sipse~t Shie m:f‘nmu}o‘n. b iz known, hewrwer,
that cums:n -lisabutn, on varLous coourions, h.x chown an ‘nerress,
i thy fete of G Balpion Jmn

VAN Dverptraatan

T btwo Jollusin re crtc hive Dravicusiy mn wiwnitey:

1. "He L tia culef niiltars cdviser cf vhe “fnc, %
‘
:

ehisg 0 the ‘tafl Coliegs, and ramted 0 b & sxceliant anv!
Intaliisent wootuindian, s yuh always wary inpressod L7 the =il -

Lary strength ol Jonsuys and hig had a creat canl 27 {nfiuanes

wn the military and Jorulyn colley of tho hing. imay consider

AP

hin dnfcionce diastrang, wnd ws Jensrwl is axcused of o oin

Ting on Lowwrds Diremal ower,

N varstraston xuiv%.!:-m'. capiiuiation on
£0 yuld to have known the true Ftate of the rensh
Amystoard n o viow ot the sandd atre of the Agitith ‘rry and the
AEPweLlous gropaceiness ol Lhe raong, .u" mertard Lo lve
Lol aoowl Yre ranch ax “ritivh eouk! not otand ujp to the
BTN . ' |
Atulation Gemaral vl Jversiroetsn has
contlovrel Lo sverntry A -lvM.M inx.‘lnnno.#m the attiuxie of tUw
S ard swed snesuragsd cosanboration and tho so-callsd clande tine
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rojallst aovemnt, Ui olilque oyaie,” which Lr ro-—coilabore-

tionist and pro-fascist wnd controlied by fjjoum. LATLOr 2 Xfrom,
& exust we~lonator. v ic.zxci of thy prosent aflect ol hie Lo~
Fasenco io contradiciopy. o

21 "in 27 lLverstraeton orp mu.,:x thv o7al Con, v 2z-
Porlivion for il sdbert, by whon e i fell (a1 great favor.
SPIrStrudtan wad thun an agemoolve cnd olited FOURG Gen, Wit
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2
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o thou_ht Lhut he has susveral tlooes

¥
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b Luaws Loe TJlu, Lo act Ln an arbilrary sanaus,
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Lot W el
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sty 18 awon, tha jcople, =i, wntil a short Lismm
240, WOIS CUARLANLLY BN st i comyraalie mace soull de Lbe
best Bolution uf Lhe con iict from the ‘hlyian eint of view.
Core recently, such peogda u:xjtw‘.":?.'xt.od & Filscusul.gs (mace” fo@
4 ‘conyromise!.”

2; tupigdn: < rocent nobilisy, son o a nich oi";f_‘::cm
ta the Balc-ian Ciaistry of Tomiign L T&rs.

"rolitical Cpimions :

f’funxi-nt'.vo {oXtrree Tight) vory scared
about po..ible infiuonce awd infiltratian
of commmisa in .ostarn . uIOe, hed‘nhan
distinct sysmthl s for Lia “low Iruac.”

*‘nfiwonce aa the ing:

K Hap uo direct infiusnos on Lhe -.In ; wawr,
me»nm-m»mmm
to exsrciss en indirect inllusace on Loropiale

Tn LO-ui Capelis firmly beiisved in the ’
victory of the Mmich. it 1a a veli establisaxi
fact that e heid freuent intervicss with
‘mmi Celin, ‘obsrt ‘ouist, /isrre .aye and
other wall-iaswn colishuratare. cme of

thess ocollahorstors intarpreted [ ajelle’s

own Jro-ixis Grders ami (ircetives as oSming
direstly from the iing. it 1s alse vall-
mown that he ap.roved e sabiiesfion &
the O-.xis news ajer "ia Delglgee Lagals.”
Soverai other facts could e eited 9 Fo-
iaforce Lte above statemstts.” |
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vidbart Daveze iu a liinister of ltate (. rivy Jouncliove),
ex=iinister (notavly of hationai lefenae ;, ax~Preisdent of ube nb-'
lan dar, aad since many yuars, LiDETRL .7e OFf Aruseeis.

nim is tho r'hlef of the . iberal vartyj af JAberyl “onserve~:
tivs views, with a tenisncy Lowarls autboritarisnisa. is ls alse am
inportant businoess Lowyor »ith gtakes i ranea. i@ ls pro—remch
anci antli-—jaredle

n7n uis capacity of winist:r of “ationnl [ afensa o or unised

the system of ey ian fortifications along the ‘asterm frontiar.

srevene was oni of thu barristers wic jave & ruling on e
consaguonces involved by thwe cazitulution.

uie i known %0 be very dovoted to the royal Yaniiy amd

1%t 1z thought Livit he hais axercised s moderating infiuence on L
anti--Lilles slemsnts at tho royal court.

vyary unpopulir in wisnish and democratic eircles, e is

sl Lo ba kmepln, out of pouucu 1ife, now, in order to wry o

inoee an authoritarian r-;;i. after the war.”
|

jiayolt de "“.nieourt

as additional. intomazim it couli ba stated a ari.ate re-
port rewealed that w:m‘wu proprh\.nm.fu'm-
stitution alon rodoru nnu s in the mﬁ of an Allled viokery,
and shat fayoit de Torwioourt was advising him ia the matler.

In politics, de T 1'utamﬂ is Cat.holtl, and eartain ‘jeeple
of the Rizht liing in ad.u-. are reperted u have msmtionsd u-
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES

INTEROFFICE MEMO
TO General Donovan DATE 27 Ochobe

FROM- William L. Langer

sUBJECT 1lemorandum on King Leopold's Advisers

des! e

In response to your request o O«
I am attaching hereto & copy of thne men

?pom lfr. David Pinkney gnwﬁing Leozold's
(o
7,
/.‘ /’/,/ (A KAy
+ Yilliam L. Lang
Director, Branck
Research and Analysis
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OFFIoF OF STHRATEZLC SEIVINED
ANERICAN FErBASSY

London

pvy AIR POUCH
To ¢ Dr. Willtlam L. Lan;
Attention: Henry B, H1ll

Sub ject: King Leopold's advisers

The informatlion in the attechad menorandun Wa3 nroal

by & member of S.0., London, from o Zelglan woo tg cinn
the members of the Belglan Government here and whom @7
constders to be very well-inforamzd and reltabla. Trez S
man did warn me, however, that this Eelglan 1s a 7977
man and that he ls raluctant to make unfavoravls 3tat
apout influential persons unless he nas certain 3sub3ab
consequently, his degcription of Lgopold's entourai?
individuals appear as favora®tly a3 posalole.

My source in S.0., WDO 1s himgell wery ¥
am and hizhly thought of hexrs, made 30me
sm 0f Teopold's advisers. te dec!

statement aboub then and their influence shou
by the observatlion that the Kinz 1s a neadst>on
person; he 1s not sreatly tnfluenced in a dlrsc
anyone. Another ¢f the Xing's personal charact
sengitivity and s pronaness to velrnls easlly hu
d1fficult at any time to say precisely wno hils mo
advisers ars. The persons closest to him vary
{n nis personal feelinzs. At thls particular tim
more difficult to single out the most in
nim because the poiitical situation 1ls so ungatrled;
King may be expected to change nis advisers to sult anj
rrend of events wnlch ne deems important.

o ob
o W

3

cr 3 f—L.ﬂ

)
O O
w e

~ g +-

3

s/ David Pinkney

crocr
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Kinr Leopold of Belglum

Felrian source throu - 5.0, Londnn.

2] Septemter 1945.

L L BLIZA S
oot bhe Bl oo
vuen malizned by the French before felg
was acnused of veln~- strongly pro-iarmai.
to corrobhorate thla accusation. $ne hns in 2
o -reab watriotls spirit, and althou ;o usen
axtrensly popular, -usen wlizabeth remalned
of thne last wart, wno romenbersd her untirin;
She has alwais snown sreatb interest 1In sonial
possibilltieﬂ of tns poople's welfars wnre OF
spe -reatly anamura jed all enterprises

lowar n~lagses oOn the wawy oOF

autnoritarlian 5 considersd a
tnfluenas or o Zinr. Lt Is considar
fore’ sn policy snter was not In keeoln s wWith
After Jel-lum's surrender he was af oplnion
pa rar as nhis counbry was concerned and that
pact joo the only poaslbillty was trat of
taprgang and to reco niss tone rgehn of erw
e wWASs Known to e 1n
sonsentoatbion of DOWAT totre FKlnf's NAD
sig pad a emal
NoWevasr, not in gymo
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-7 ner educatlion inclined toO srmpabny towa:ls Zr -land.
a family of very modest orl in ana will rot te veIy read!

4 by tne Talcian nobillty. v tne force of circumst

1 L2 mro-democratlca]1y taclined.

g DAVICE

Hna Ambe3sedor tn feriln 1r 1940 when the war broke out.

e was Alwajs convinced of tne serman dangzer, put hoped that a
nn eoful pollisy mi.cht nave kopt Helglum out of ths war. If war Was
to noms 08 8SaW NO otiier way than a fierce reslstancé. Held 1In
nl i Astasm wr the King, he was often sonsulted by him 17 pro-wer
daya. After ths collapse of France, D& pelleved Enzland would 50

o=

. . "
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the same way. Put he 1s not antl-Erltish. His sabltlon wes heo ©e
Anbassador in London and but for the war ne would moat certalinly
rave been., He 13 a man of high moral standard and a greoaht logalty.
Asent of a policy wiilch has falled he has been amon: thoss ano
Lelleved the only salvation for the country wsa.ln collaboratleon.
bBut he has nc aympathy for the Germans. lany peopls, howsrsr,
consider him wrongly, as responsible for the polley of lndesaniance
and neutrallty.

5 VAN

Hus discresdited himself completely and Is tdared Ly mosht zoonle
as a traitor. Alrcady before the war hls s popularity, <dua

to thie formulating of a "New Deal" polley, had bes: outllved.

HEWRI ZAELS
Several times Christian Democrat, Miniater la pre-war- ysars. (I8

a man wlthout any volitlcal influence or tacking. He 13 a
political -ambler wvho, as father-in-law to the Xlns must conatlisr
his political career ended. As ‘tovernor of the Provinecs of Zrisss,
where hils ahsence made him unpopular, e has alrsady left oarlla-
mentary 1llife.

BAROX CAPELLDL

Is considered to have been since the invasion one ol the wors:
counselors of the Kine. IHe appears to have been entlrely rfavourail:
to collaboratlion wlth the Germans, on the consideratlon that thars
was no other salvatlon for 2elzlum, as the Frencn and Eritlish
suarantors had falled to substantiate thelr pledwes In ary sucnsagsainl
way.,

ALFERT DRVELK

Liberal statesman who had always been pro=French and ant!-“srman.
After the defeat, he was of oplnlon that roconstructlor was
naceaiary and made tentative moves ol conclllatlion with tha jenzans,
The =reatest servlice was rendered to him by tre Rexlsts, WNNOo
denounced hlm as of Jewlsh orl:ln, and who recalled that the
Flemints nate him.

MATIRICK LIPPENS

Flemish ltlberal; wealthy banker. He nas beer very much Llr tha sane
position as Deveze. le toyed wlth the 1dea of forminsg & new rovarnmant
tn Brissels. PFut he nldo was denounced by the Rexlista as a poll-
ticlan serving finan-ial interests and, although Flemlsh, not
accaptable to the more advanced Femlings of Germanic tenusnclsas.

CTCRET
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King's vest counselor and informed him fully on nils riznta alter
the surrender, showlin-: how under the constitution ne w#az in 2
state of incapacity and could not, without breakins nils plsdsed
oath, form a new Government in “russels, should such a poaszinility
ever be consldered ‘
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after the last war and is well known in the
7 thz League of Natlons.

() 00 Frann
Jov W
D = p=4 3 D «a

,4.
o
‘_A

i

1
e
.

S
ce
2

e o
N

e e o
S RRs R e
o P
=D 35w

»

g 0

ZDEARD DE

fathollc PrOLeaSOF st tne University of Ghent, and Qexator.
Cne of thes sov tical elsments - with great influence and
commanding nec 111 certainly be one of the Catholic lzadsers

of tre country.

Felonged in nls Unlversity days (1924) to the more extreme Flemish
movement. Since that time, howsver, hs has taken & mo™s sover:
nolitical line and aopears to be a man whose Influence in the Flemish
part of tre country wlill be conslderable. Hls attitude 1s entirsly

natriotic.
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