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INPORMATION OF PAIORLIY IMPORTANCE REQUIRED FMOM NOKTH fFHIGA

e

This office cinsidered that with Mr. Williamson
golng to Tangler to assist Col, Eddy in coordinating our
intalligence efforts in North Africa, it would he of
great value to the armed services to have Mr. Williamsen
beconte familliar with the major lacunae in the information
pessessed by G-2 and QNI on that area. It was felt that
there were undoubtedly a number of items orf wajor imvor-
tance still missing and that without in  any way increasing
the tempo, Mr. Williamson making use of existing facilities,
might obtain scme of the answera within a short time.

Ma jor CGoodwin, Acting Chief of the Western
Buropean Seation of G-2, was told of N»., Willia-son's
assignment te Tangi r and 1t was explain@d to him how
Mr. Williamson would have access 0o all our scurces and
fuecilities in North Africa and would be In a positlon te
focus their efforts. Major Goodwin indicat-d that there
wore a numbar of items of infformation of priamary importance
wiiizh he thought Mr., Wllliamson ought to endeavor to abtailn,
However, a few days before Mr. Williamson's departure,
Major Goodwin stated to Mr. Williamson and myself that bo-
cause of instructions from hisg superlor cofflcer he was un-
able to furnish us any cuestions.

Mr. Hugh Wilson thon had a econversation wlith
#ajor Gen. Strong who agreed that It was deazlrable that
Hr. Wilson be furnished a limited numuber of questions of
pwiarity importance and made a note to rem!nd himselfl to
issus the necessary directive. The writer checked with
Major CGoodwin dally thereafter up to tho %ime of Mr, Willlan-
son's daparture toe gsee if Major Goodwin recelved any changs
in the original instructicn., For some unknown reanson the
prohibition wasg never lifted.
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gith regdrd to the intelligence requircnents
- QNI -in North: Af7lica, we wers vizited shortly befere
< Filliamgonts deparsure by Lt. (jeg+) Bogkinson wh
as ‘to progeed Lo Tangier as ussistant naval attache
rnder.LE. Col, ‘Eddy, Ve discussed at length the situ-
‘ation i that area with particular respect to existing
intelligence Paclilities, and how they funetlon, 8irce
LY. Hoskinson appeared %o have a very good grasp of the
Navy's requirements and s¥nce he wou.d ba nitaged in in-
tinate asasocistion with Nr, Williamson thare seemad Lo
be no necessity for pressing ONI to furnish Mr, #1llianacn
direetly with any questiounaire.

In comneation with the whole problem of what
our existing intelligsnce facilitles in North Africa
can most usefally do in the very immedlate future, 18
should be pointed out that Tangler headquarters are in
good contesct with the Theater Commander in Lowdion and
perhaps 1t is more important to service the priorily in-
telligence requirements which may be recelved from
lLondon. Fowever, the writer does not know to what extent
London is calling on the Tengier headouarters fov inform-
ation of an urgent nature.
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Thet the United- stes should immedlateiy
,quq?ln;enpgnggeﬁpt‘tha roroes which 4t

Cwolltd he preparad to send to Noprth Afrios
{n-theievent of need;

That éuoh an estimate shnuld be gufficiant
%o inaure successful French reslatence;

Tﬂaé«pfquiﬁy ot euppites for such 8 eritical
pericd should be given o North Africa, 23 18
now being done 1in the cssa of Fussla,
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C REMORANDUM !

The growing importance which ihie United Stabcs
Government attuches to the situation in Yorth Africa and
French est Africa, as well as the uncertain and QuEneereus

state of Eritish-Fponch relatlons, brings vp the cueslion i
of finding cv whether the United States Covernment chou:d

not soon wndertake the initiative of ceclaring Lo the '
French Government is desire that the status quo be mein-

tained and to explain its intentiuns in the evenw the Irench
agvernment should £ind itself oblipred £Lo reTuse o uflman

Gemend concerning the utilization of North Atrica, brench
%wot Africa, and the French Fleet, vhich hue its naturul

hasee thers.
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use of the French Fleet or North or Weet Africa apuinst
England,. and therefore ageinst the United Statos.

The reavous which can arouse the United States
Government %o fake such steps arc numerous. They are of a
political and strategic orxder.

It appears that one of the essential :ouls of the
United Btuates durirg this war should be to cuusc to lisausear
and then to prevent all Germun penctrition of the Alricen Contirent.
The zone which is tne most important and tae wost ex.oscd is .
naturally the c¢ne wi'ch extends fron Tangier Lo Lhe Luez Conid
ané from Tangier to Dskar.

Tt is ucelens to emphusicve tie d ngers,alredy weli-
known to tne Genera: Jiarl of the Navy end Lie smerican ATy,
wiich would oceur if the Gormans suculd dircetly or w.dircetly
control Frencn Vwal adrica or Norta africe. T.ese dang.rs
wonld be directed al the conduct of the var in goneral aod
the United C.ul ¢ oerselfe dosever it we Lrportont bto point
eut that ¢ preventivo ocou,. vicn of Dae e wull not completely
resolve the cuecticn of protection o tac Umitad Stutes and
Seuth Americy, nor would it wven slightly colve the problem
of pursuit of wootilitie. codust Cermany.  Germon conbrol of
the Straits of Gibr.ltar ond porsecni o of Cesablenca would,
in eff- ct, singuicrly diminish gusrantecs of security for ting
South atlantic trai~ie which onc coulu hope to ol oul of Lhe
possussion of Lanar,

o 8pite o0 tuaese Cunglderations, ne could g e )8
draw back in front of the sacritices ana diflicusliv: Nen@asary
Lo obtein control of Libya, of the curden entuijed in delense
dgainst Germany of Ceypt and Wotth Alricu. One would sorteps
be Lempled o egtablisl toe Anglo-Caxon lire of resistence in
africa to the south of the Sahara. Toie weuld be to forget Lie
fact trat the Sshurs plays the role of an ccean, and thot if
it were to be considered an obstecle for bie Germans ot prenent,
it wouad be sue of egnal force for the Alilies in the £ iiure.

. To absodon the Horth-Afpicun izland winich strotencs Leticen toe
. Heditersmnesn, {oe stloatic, end the Banurs, ould be to -raups
sadon forever all pornsibility of wcting efiectively uoninet
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- toe regisns of Europe where the hostility of the popul.ticu
< the canqueror and the difficulties of communication would
~ not: pereit the Germans to use to tie fullest their advantuges.

o Possession of the North Africen coast is not less
~gauvatial if one does not want to, or cunnot be contont. d vita,
& hlockade of the Contiaent, in the lhope thet German forcea will
glowly crumble.

Germany wouud find in North Affice umd o Yonl nfrica
food resources, oile, iron of excellent quality, and wBpe cie Py
non~ferrous matale, woick are for Germsny the most voluabl, o
serchandise. HNorth Africa in tne hunds of the German., wouid
neturally reeult in Itallan-Germsn domination of bLhe Mediberyan. wr,
and tie possibility of veveloplng on this oceun an Fivic.n-
Burepear Goast trade wnich would relieve the roblom of {rens orb:,
whicn ie s0 hurd to molie tor vue Germans. [f onc envicsg s

& long war of attirtion, or if cne ruee anewd to an Lobive

serial and mivitary invasion on the Continent, locth wlrion

hug o fundamenta. wsportance. On North Africu de. de bh tobe

of the Mediterranean and muybe of the war 1tself.

; To tae streteyic veefulenss must bo ouded o« Conotds o-
able po! tical interest.

One of tne essential provlene of Arcrican foroion pusitaer
18 1o bave ab tiw end of {ale wor, on the Turopeun ind african
sboree of ine Atlanbic, powirful encugn friendly nnd aliy abanes
8o Lhat one day itheir tercitorics will not be a grave wenace
o Lhe wigen of an ocean waose value s o stratogic obotacle
diminispnes daily. This policy cuamnobl hope to succeed unl oo
there exists belween the United Stater and Lo ollied stal 8 &
sound anc git.. underelend iy, Thie thoretore po-tulutes e
postewar reestabl: went of good Franco-ingliab ro lutions on o
aound basis.

It is evident that these rolations connot we penswed
waless France snd Frglend 46 not Llad thewns ved, ol bag sl
of the war, divided and aosti.e ahainst sach siaer vechuce
of gslenial rivalties or of regret over Loul territorirs,

<o me 1o thepefors led to belleve thed the Government of Lhe
Upited States suould guarantes the maintenance of tie Lerri-
fordal dntegrity of Los Efensh saplire, and most particulurly,

%

Ix

R
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mhe sfrican kmpire, in order te establish for Line future one
of the essenitial conditions conducive Lo the development of
their own genersl interests,

Norih Africa is the hewrt of the French Empire.

ahﬁ alone has a sufficiently numerous white population to bhe

onsidered by Frunce as a part of the Molocr Couatry. She
alane can be s base for o French Government without its bLeing
considered a government of exiles. This consideralion is
of extreme importsnce Lo the Froncy, wio are peasunts and
clogely bound to taeir own lund. The ruestion is to know wuich
French Governmenl cun in tae course of lLals war eptuulisa iteelt
in Horth Africe and tnere pley a useful part. [L does not weom
posslb to believe that if, with the eid of Dritain, tac
Government of General de Gaulle succecaed in couln, Lo Lorin
Africe, the Frencih people voula give toelr entire support 4o
its esteblichaent. 1t least in pregsent clrounclances, tois
establishment would necesoiicte aracd intervontio oo voula
take on the cnaracter of o Torei;n inv.sion.

In oraer Lo seep lhe moral unily «hica 18 tndispel-
seble Lo Uie douner Counbry wad Lo ber Lapive, 'L woulo e
avisatle, 1 posvicle, Lnal it vere tne acluad French Govermaent
or ius IU;PtS*HL«hlVLn walcly, under the tar ol ol o Gepnmen
threat, ane an vaclusively Geraon tureat, anonld maeke of North
Africu o lond of hope towards which Lao he b of all Freashmen
fron too Yother Coantry should ture rith o wnonincus Hift,

in awler ta reaen tole ,ond, L 10 00 woocun bl to
aave United Otates ioleevention boebsoon Tronee and ngland,
It boe inter sts ot Lne Gove rnment of Lhe unibog Stales go
ey Jurtaer, [1oone cousudrs Lae enocoaonls of ntluﬂtlh U e
Wb Lae end off LR war, one perceilves seversl aypolhesce,

Angland wan Lpe only Anglo-Oexon otale wiileu wed
4.5.‘{}2011.51.6.‘:.};;{ DL;E" ronty S will Le victoriouws wnd v akedicd )
Nar oo wablour vres Froacn will be bod. Thwe iy of Ll it
GEQQVIn:ﬁ%“u“ Wil bub fade awny hl‘«tti'; e aebor shul b
[ rmw,;.r G bie [ronen Governaenl ol Lot moscnt, and iby
sesire for boiter un terstonding, that Goveriment will have
to consider the feeling of a purt of tuc cowmtry. I is
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Ljhaﬁﬁ,'thaﬁ;uyp‘ﬂrenﬁh Government shouid -
,Idly'xmforméﬂ,aﬁfﬁhe,intentions-of the United
by 10 case France should resist, Germany,

.%f-Thisiﬁnilaiefal step could thus be presented in the
wing form: - :

PN

ol
L The Governmeny or t United Stateg believes that,
itfisinecaasary o inform the "rench Government, of the greup

.of prinsipleg which it (the United States Government) would

;. 4gree to uphold .ang the politicyl action it would tnke in case
- circunsbances ferced tne French Government, to refuse, in ope
o oway op arother, the German Government the use or the Coopera~
ation of the French Fleot and of the territorics in KNorth
Africa and West Africs.

American bropositions under ¢he above plan would
‘Seel Lo have to stresg tne following peinbg:

. (1). The Uniteq States Covernment undertukes to

use all the diplomatic neans in ite power to guarantee, at, the
eiid of ‘the Present couflict, (i raintenance of French sover-
elgnty over thoge territorjes in Iburope and Africa waere she
now h@@ BWay.

(2). In such o case the Jnited Stateg would use
its good offices imnediataly e bizat the &roup of territories
and troops whicn are under iLne autority of General de Gaulle
8hall return 4o the Tule 0 tne Fruneh Government,

(3} The finited Stutes Covernment would agree o
Bring to Hopin Arica, Went Alricy, to bLie I'rench Fleet, and
to tae other territorics of i French Impive, in the ordep
-of their urgent, nued, an effective and imbediats aid such ag
: s of arms, reprovisioning, meang of maritime trang-
L, a8 well as the uge of certain formstions of itg
il pir corps,.

1

extand of ald te be brought to Franee in sueh

o

- The Governueny of the United Sinteq belidveg ‘that =~ =

’ {’
‘ DR .
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coLlow: on the one hand the difficultiss of guch . e
vergations, on-the ¢ther the necesaity of the French ..
Government for finding out, in urgent circumstances, the = - . |
imum aid which could be given. %he American Government
vend. from this woment to point out to the French Governie
t that the latter can, under present uwnderstandings, count
the following aid...

.. The effect that the American Government cen hope
~ to realize from a aimilar decleration depends in lerge measure
Wpon’ the tice at which this is to be made. A&l1l the news coming
fron France and North Africa tends to point out that the
morale of the guiding elements of the Vichy Government which
are the least favorable to collaboration with Germeny are going

through a dangerous crisis. The reverses suffered by the
Russian armies, the extreme difficulties involved in maine-
taining a land front in Fastern Europe which will be. suffi-

elently active--all these do not fail to make a bad impression
ol soldiers such as Marshal Petain and General Yeygand.

Alse, it should be remembered that as time passes the powers
of decision of the French Government diminizh. The men who
are the most favorably inclined towards the Anglo-Saxon

cause are litile by little veing separated from positions where
their counsel could faverably influence the policy of the
United States. The Aumerican declaration must be made without
delay, bafore all the conzequences of the Russian defeat have
been completely realized, and befare Germany has had time to
-rapg§@ : new offensive towards the Mediterranean or the

akr Lagt,

In tais respect one would doubtless be tempted to
mike the tmerican declarations coincide with an Engliah
-offengive in Libys. However, this coinuidence would only
muka for difficulties. If thig is a vietorious offengive,

8 Freuegh Government, still ifnorant of the guaranteas which
od States Govarnment would make, would be more sngious
Py sbout the matier. The American: declaration would

1 !

“m W - i, c . S 4 U R . B
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e une pareilie déclaration et d'en retirer le
ges avantages: qul pourraient en resul ter oour
8 ﬁew alllea En effe t, l1es ech”ngrq d@ vie
condi.-
AJacLuGTEGH. L@a cwﬁvp bﬁtiﬁﬂs d¢verseq qmi ont
leu depuls 1'armletice Frpnoo_ﬁ‘lem@na entre le
ernement Britannique et cel lul du Marschal T€tain,
. 2 auoure n'abquti? 2 des resultats sat*sfaﬁuantoﬂ
aont vicides dés 1 origine par la mefianc e, les nravernw
tiong et parfols wlae 1e vinlent reesentiment aul eni-
ment lés deux partie,

kes chats du Souvarnement Frangeis ont cru 1
terre perdue su moment Je 1 arpistice. Aujouri'h
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