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¥r. Boger F. Jones

Assistant Dirccior for Legislaiive Heference
Pureau of the Budgel

Wasiington, D, C.

Desr ¥r. Jones:

¥e are enclosing herewith tie draft xecutive Order oetablish~
ing the National Security Hedal for Distinguished Achievenment. We
have classified this draft "eonfidentisl” for purposcs of baodling
only. You wll note thet we lnve amendid the draft to exclude any
reference to the Director of Cemiral Tntelligence. ‘lowever, we wish
that the Director cambicl the award of thie decorstion and request
that he be sc suthorized by tne President. ¥e encloce a draft of a
myggested leiter of authorizetion to prosoribe regulations and make
the swarde, This letier further decignatos the Mrgctor ap the one
to approve the design of the modal,

With respect to the quostion whieh you have ralsed reparding
the President's sathority $o issuc thiz Ixecutive Order, my we refor
you to Exeeutive Order 9586, dated July 6, 1945, putlished in CFR,
1945 Supp. page 56, estalilishing the Nelal of Fresdem. The President
in that Order referred only to his vosied suthoxity as Prasident of
the United Statos and as CoranderineChiafe It is our opinion that
a reeitation of tois authority is adequeie for Durpeses of the en-
cloged draft Order.

Genaral Smith is very muxicus o seeure the approval of this
Order as soon as posiidle, Any efforte which jyou are atle to nake
in this connection will be orestly appreciated Yy ur.

3incerely,

Lamranes . Houston
General Comsel
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