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April 16. 1958

Mr. Lavrence Mitchell
Last-Weat Contacts Office
Department of State
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Mitchell:

T.is is & brief statement of vhat we expect Lo discusse at the inter-
national Arctic Conference, in Copenhagen May 19, 20, 21, alsc of what I
hope the Conference will recammend to the Natione concerned &t the end
nf the Conference.

The theory that America wes originslly settled from Asia via the
Bering Straits remaina only a theory. A great many Dunes, Canadiens and
Americans heve been working on this question for the last two generations
and current theories in the western world are very much at variance with
theories advanced by the Russiens. As you know, there has been much an-
throgological and archaeologicel work done by the Russians in Northeestern
Siveria in recent years. Just one example of these differences in opinion
will serve. Almost all westerners look to Siberia and no traces of Eskimo,
weat of the Kolyms. We have récently found traces of very anclent men in
the Amerdican Arctic, which have no parallel in Siberia.

After more than twenty years of work in the Arctic I am convinced that
these basic probleme canrot be solved unless westerners actually wvork in
Siberia with ihe nev generatlon of Russian scientists and unless Russiens
are actually shown in the American Arctic what these very anclent sites
leok like. Moreover, the Russian physical anthropologists working on 1iv-
ing reces have a somewhat different system of measurement than those of ua
In the west and they will never solve their problems of racial origins
unless they messure American nitives in thelr own system. Both the Russians
and the weslterners are concerned about these technical Aifficulties in our
reaearch and part of ocur discumsions will certainly be concerned with an
exchange of publications, transiations, sclentific terminology and with
discussions as to wvhat requires urgent investigation. The Conference will
at least serve to iron out these difficulties.

But the essential objective will be to reach a proposal concerning

the exchanze of scieniista in the Arctic. I am not at all certain that
the Rusaian representatives at this meeting will Join with us to recommend
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such au sxchange in the Aretle, but I am optimistic aftar ny i1scussions
in Moscow last June. Therefore I shall try to arrange and encourege a
recommendation somevhai as folliows:

That the six Countries ¢oncernad, i.e. Denmark, Norwmy, Sweden, Pin-
land, Russis, Conada and the United States make it possible to carry out
conbined interaational research in Anthropology and Archasology in the
Aretic arens. Specifically, snd to begin this international coosperstion,
that two or thres vestern scientists be invited to work im Chukotsky Land,
iz Northemstern Siberis, prizcwrily at Sast Cape and Indian Point,; but also
as far vast ss the mouth of ths Kolyme; that two or three Russiansg be in-
vited to work in Alaska, particularly at Cape Deabigh, Point Hope and Point
Barrow, but jnland as fer as Fairbanks.

, That Russians also be iavited to work with Denish expeditions in West
Greeniand and with a Canadiap or American expedition in the vieinity of
Hudson's Bay'Cesadians and Denes also be invited to work in Northeastern
Siberis and 1f possible with a Russian expedition at the mouth of the Ob.

In every oxpedition the foreigners will work with oationals of that country.

We kaow that the nen attending the Coaference are the ones who will
be involved im this exchbange. For example, larsen of Dexmark, I, end &
student of mine, would probably be the ones to work im Northeasterm Siberis,
vith levin or Okisdnikov of the Acadsmy of Sciences. Debetz who worked on
cur Bskimo colleections would wundouvbtedly be the man to measure a sslection
of native peoples in Alaska. Okladnikov has already been invited to work
in Vest Graenland by the Danes, without reciproctity.

One specific thing that I would like to arrange 1s the tranafer of
Russians and Auericans at the Diamede Islands in the Bering Straits. This
would save us & great deal i» the cost of travel andi be the most practical
way to reach the arsas in which we are interested. If the Russians are
able to go slong with such recammendations I would hope to Vwgin the ex-
changes in the Spring of 1959. The working sesscn in this part of the
world is omrly about two months, July and August. The research in Canada
and the United States will guite certainly be finsnced by this Museun,
the Danisk Hational Museum, tha Arctie Imstitute and possibly the Canadian
Govermment. We would expect that in each case the research would be fin-
anced ir the country in which it takes place.

We realize, of course, that in this area there are serious security
problems invelved in fareign travel. In most cases we would have to work
through the Defense Department, the Coest Guard, or other parimilitary
organizations operating in the Far Horth. For example, slmost any travel
in the far north of Canmds would be carried out through the Arctic Insti-
tute and by means of Military aireraft. I presune this is trus in Siberia
also. HNaturally, I am most anious to see 1f the Russians will at this
point ace2pt such an arrangemsnt for Siberia.
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We may end up with only pious generalities sbout the need for
international cooperation, but it is certainly our inteation to pin
this down to specific times, places snd individusls if it is possi-~

ble at this point, I should ccme back from the Conference with such
specific recomendations.

Very best wishes,
/s/

Froelich Rainey
Dirsctor
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