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Presant:

The topic for discussion in the meeting of 18 July was "he Coal
Mining Industry in the European gatellites” with VNN, 25X1A%9
¥/S, asspeaker. Beginning with a eonsideration of the relative im-
portance of varicus energy sources, . I pointed out that the 25X1A9a
TuSatgare was very heavily dependent on coal. While the degree of dee
pendence on coal varies a good deal -- particularly exphagized in
FPoland but much less igportant in Rumania ~- the ares as a vhole has
relied greatly on this source of energy and will undoubtedly continue
to do so for many years. Reserves of coal are believed o be rather
large but the problem of estimating reserves is very complex and
estimates are quite temuous. Geological surveys bave been extensive
tut there is still the possibility of new discoveries.
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25X1AQ3 snother, Mr. [ svated. Poland has large quentities of good grade
bituminous coal but much of the solid fuel in other satellite countries
is lovw grade bituminous or lignite. Eest Gersany i particularly
depexrdent upon lignite deposits. Fotwithetanding the poor quality of
East Germsn fuel resources,a major industry bas been established on
thiz foundation owing, in part, to the remarkable ingenuity of the

Cermens in developing by-products.

Modest increamses in productivity have been achieved in the EuSat
coal industry. Ope of the factors responsible for this improvement
has been mechanization of certain operations, particularly wovement of
coal. In terms of lsbor productivity the EuSat coal industry compares
sonewhat unfavorably with Western Eurcpe.

Foreign trade in coal is of considerable importance in the EuSat
area. Poland is & large exporter, shipping coal to western Eurcpe as
well as to bloc countries. With regard to jntra-bloc coel trade, ine
formation ia quite 1imited except for tha gizeable movements from  25X1A9a
Poland to Emst Gerwmany. There is no evidence, Mr . s tated, thet
CEMA was fostering regional specialization of the BuSat coal industry
in accordance with jnherent advantage of jndividusl satellites.
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Definite progrem axrrangements have not been cupl.
. e eted £
;Ei‘{imwﬁng. Should it not be Pessible to secure a spmker?rthtze &
ueeting will be devoted to a discussion of significant current develope

ents in the EuSat ares. Partici urged euble prowp
on Wednesdey at 1330 in room 21251);?“ e fo ads ¢ i

25X1A%9a

b Y
Approved For Release 2000/08/22 : CIA-RDP61S00527A000200030038-2




