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US/Polich Talks
Hayen 5, 1997

Suggested U.S. Statenent
"’rlor o Gonsmeratior’k of

R L

First Jtom on Detalled Ageada,

Jefore procesding to the Pirst item oen the detailed sgends on which
we have jJush agreed, which deals with Poland's urgent reguirements for
Gollar geoods, I velleve it would ke helpful to the dizeussion for me to
clerify one o twe points relating to the Ameriéaa poritlon insofer ag
that position relstes to possible assistance by the Covercment of the
Unived Stutes. T ghounld c-:»*:@phasim that T am now specking only to this
question of direct assistance by the Jovernment of the United States in
the pregent cirewnmstances ~~%0 whileh the first item cn the agenda is
direc@&iv--anﬁ 2ot to G’llf discuscions as a whole, which eabrace other
matters as well.

First, on the bagis of the information presented by the Folish delege.
tion so far, the U.S. delegation is prepared %o consider in more deteil the
vossgibility of recosmending to the appropriste suihord tise the srovision
of éccnqmic assistsace to Poland. I mention tﬁzisz polnt beceuse T want to
e sure that the =?olash Delegation clearly urderstands thot the Americ&n
delegation 1s suthorized to develop proposals and recomendationss and that
such proposals and Tecammendations would have to he ceagidered end approved
by tae appropriste higher avthorities within ouw Governmert, before fipal
agreements could be made.

Seéaml, the amswnt of such assistence would. in sccordance with our

practice, ha,ve to meet certain economic Juetificetions. These we would
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axpect to examine in more detail both in general meetings of the kind
we are now having and in meetings of technieal wvorking groups to be
estahlished.

Third, apart from the detailed economic justifications to vwhich I
have referred, there are limitations of form, mothod and amownt which will

- have to govern our comsideration of what the lnited States Government can
¢o. These limitations arise partly from legisletion and partly from
established sdministrative practices ond eriterisa to which we must adbere.
For example, even if them were ecopomic justification for the extension
of eredits to Polend by the Export-Import Bank, the provisions of other
legislation, notshbly the Battle Act, would preclude such eredits in
present clvcumstances. With respect to forms of assistance to which the
Battle Act would not apply, there are other limitations imposed by legis~
leiive eppropriations and within these fimds our requirements for programs
with meny other couniries.

Whet I heve said, of course, relates only to esaistance extended by
the United States Govermment end would not apply to private credits.

These various limitationsw--economic, legal end practical--mesa that
the scope of what we mey be sble to do is very much smaller than mey be
desired by the Polish szide Judging from the informstion received sud the
news reporiz thai we have hesrd. HNevertheless, we ave saxious that what
ve cen do should be made as useful and helpful to Polend as possible; end
to that end should be concentrated on those goods vhich Poland most urgently
neads from the United States. In our discussion of this first item on the
agends,; therefore, we would ilke to find -cui; &8 much as possible about the
relative priorities which Poland attaches to the different commodities
invelved.
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