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USlA SURVEY

Memorandum of Meeting of 4 May 1954
1778 Pennsylvania Avenue, 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.

Meznbers of Survey:

Obeervers:

UsSla

Mr. Daniel Moore, Eﬁﬁ,
Horthern Thailand

1. Mz, Moore was assigned for two and one-half years
a8 PAO in & smasll town of 40, 000 in Thailand 350 miles north
of Bangkek with five to seven local employses. The post is
small and he frequently substituted for the Consul. The town
in which he was located containg imw Americans~principally
ten American misvionariss.

2. His main activities involved motion pictures,
library and the exchange of persens program, He is not
awars of any local ase of VOA, although local radios do pick
up Radlio Bangkok and BBC. iiis press activity was very
minor, the two or three local nawspapers using only & smail
smount of local interest material, He had some success with
exhibits in schools and fairs,

3. His pelicy guidance was obtained from the country
papar and & paper setting up his targets. Emphasis is shifting
from attention to media to concentrating on the success with
which USLA is reaching the Thal/mind. His guidance from
VSIS was based on (a) government by local provincial officials
reporting to Bangkok and (b) a relatively faw professionals
and tradoomen. as the main “molders of opinion.™ The
information program at such a post is at a very elementary
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level. ifuch of his time,of necessity, was spent doing the
sheer mechanical aspects of malataining equipment for motion
pictare production and reporting (statistics and progress).

4. e stated that NIS material was bhelplul bat by no means
adequate for & full understanding of the psopiz although it had
some information on all pertinent subjecte. Some of the NIS
material contained gaps which he felt could best be filied by
on-the-spot ressarch. He expresaed doubts, however, that
weo raally had sufficient understanding of the Thai to know how
influsnce operates. He folt Thailand's friendship for the U. 3.
was based on how much aid it might obtain and suggested that
the question of Thailand's resistance to the Chinese Communists
is uncertain. One is impressed that Mz, Moore thinks the Thai
would not resist. :

5. He described his attempt to obtain information on
Communism from Embassy persénnel in Banghkok without
BATCHIE .

6. It was suggested M'Kamth Landon of the State
Thai desk might be contacted for his opinions on how best to
penetrate the Thai mind and the adequacy of the NiS on 'rmm.
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