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3 Mareh 1959

MEMCRANDUY iR Chief, Georrephie Research

THRCUOH: Chief, Geography Mvision
SUBJECT: ifrica Comrittee
REFERENCE Memorandum dated § January 1959, Subject:

Transzittal of a *Program for Africu”

1. It ie recommended that the Geograpliec Research hArea
sponsor the formation of an informal ifrica Committee made up of
personnel from several components of the intelliqence community.
The objectives of the Comittee will be the follo.ing:

&. Provide a olearing house for the exchange of inTorsiticn
on Afriea for intelligence purpcses,

b. Provide a macharlsm for discussion of specific prebicms
of research on :ifrica.

e¢. Identify the deficienoies in intelligence on Africs

&nd stimulate remedial actioen where approprizte.

d. PFeeilitate community coordination on Afrisan reseur k.
and promote sffective use of intelligence rescurces on

AL rics,

®. Achieve an uwarsness in the intellijence sommunity of
governnant reseurch perscnnsl and programs concerned witl
Africa,

f. Promote a general swareness in the intellipence com unity
of the significznt develooments that are teking plece i
Afriea,

The Comittee will function epsentially as & CIA undert:iing,
but with full perticipation Ly perse-nel of other agencies who have
respensibllities or interosts in Africe. Chalrmanship of the
Committee will rotate &mong the CIA partieipants,

4. It is proposed tlhat the Hear Fast ifrica Branch, Geograpy
Division, undertake to sstablish the Africa Commiitee in acqordan e
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SUBJFCT: Africa Commitiese

with the attached draft Project Imitlation Hemorandum, Particliants

will be sou;ht from the following offices or agencles:

#3263
CRE, 0.5, st/P, st/
ocY

ORE
D/P - Africa Mvision, OIS

Stale
IRA

Army
ACHI

Adr Force
AFCIN-3
kavy

ORI

wnis

&b

Agencies cutside of CIA will be contacted only after “he
the committee is fully es=teblished and operating. There mey a: a
result be soms change in the compesition of the list of outside
participants to accord witk the recommendations of the charter
group. All participants will be instructed as to the wholly
informal, uncfficial status of the Committee., It ls antioipetsd

that the benefits that will accrue to particijsnts from the
sctivities of the Committee will previde sufficlent otive and

gohesivenoss to sustain the organization,
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SUBJTCT:  Africa Conmittee

3+ The first mecting o” the Cormmittee will consider the
fellowing matters:

a4, Introduction of persoms present,

b, Determination of the mammer in which the Commitiee
will function, including time, place, duration of meetin.s,
edreulation of agenda and minutes, chairmenstdp, and
aee:)*etaria]. support (availitle initizlly from within tkre
arRA ),

¢. Tenlalive consideration of other offices and agenclizs
that should be reprusented,

d. Agerdur for the next m-oeting.

b, At subseguent maetings, it ie hoped to bulld discassion
around specific toples thai are presented hy reagular or guest
partigipants. Such presentations would include inforzal talks o
the reseurch of the veriocus office und agencies progra%s, servig:s
avallable to researchers on /frica, individual projects and rese.rch
problems of general interest, and propossls for develcping intellli ence
capabilities on Africa, It is antlcipated, however, that much o
ths commlttee's pay dirt will be found in its function of bringig
analysts together to share idess anc experiences,

25X1A9%9a

A

Approved For Release 2000/08/26 : CIA-RDP62-00680R000200160069-5




