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EQLSKALE (dinLSy gm&ums&e CLAINS
TO_THE WAKE ccﬂﬂ ‘Dm OF AFGHATISTAK
I. Historical I‘}é.c‘:kgz‘cr.m;ji; o
-
The Chinese clain to the qu,h;m Cg“rldoz of mbmx.unsm va" 3 from;

! i

the beginning of the K m he I"r;aha n,y (1 OL4-1011), if pob "‘d".L..e Hell

A[
before the supires 11... gla aml Jl'( :1’( Britain spread into vi iz; By 4 of

i
Asia, the Chinese rezard-d le W;. hg,n,, Jorridor as an 11u<,gra"f pg L oof

¥
il H

the Pamir area i;nm; forged br iy i«;'e e southwestern “rontier. P,y tha

i

latter part of the 13t ieutuz*y,g Ef‘.‘hg né;:::e cleims in the w.m.Lr .ueg Wers

;
§ i

being challenged. The actual parp ‘;ioiv'x o1 ihe Weklaon Sorridor puu tion |

of the Pamirs was acoomprisied by E’.‘ Sad ant Grest Briseln be%:*;.e}'an 1872

and 1895. The Chinese were pow 3.0 sbtop Uhe portition, alt}-ongh

they made a limited of mt 56 df) ,0 n 1391 .

The m.stcwx vart ol the W 1khan G )1‘1 1dor was inccrporgted i;n’c’k~

f Bgreement of 8(2 This

Afghanistan by ‘?:;hi*; i er Ao JOﬂt-:’;:

agreenent estauliske’, ap D, :Ln.w b dg«g'r » the northem. boundary of

the Wakhen Clo;-r;r."idpr & f;z-»r oot q..:: I,,I Victoria. The ;ntentfi,c ;o

the British Joverrmernh whi LO g stobl gl cu AC ‘ghan wuffor stri

tercitory bebveen Fussia and Jadis. : gf 2¢ accompenaying map. )

5
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In 1891, \;hc Ruer--? 1] oe fran ‘ro "c:'ve eastward beyord lake ‘L.: bowda,

!

a move which thr;.atcned tC gz ve PuSeiL and ¥ ndia & coxrmon bounog ry. Tke

Russian move was counter'=d be the Gavummant of Indis, which pe z:n aded !
i | : 'r 2

the Afghan rulex, Abdur Rain:x n, to oxercise active control over, the

A

Wakhan Corridor, at the S&L}u time ,ne Bri vish Goverameas took u? with

: Russiz and "h»na the q,ug,q'cu:g' of' axue‘p«ling the Russia-g;ﬁghani 8 boundaryr

eagtwards frm L:ke Victoria. to the Chinese "r‘ron‘a‘ier‘ 'mereaf’,?

W

British spent two years (1&9 »9;‘ t ying in vain to persuade th? CEx:!.nmw

Government to parti patu m ne- :t:.; tiOlla Cc.mccrulng tm f‘rontﬂa' Tha
negotistions with the ‘{uus:ans s homvex N brougm resultbs.

The eastern gar‘t of ,’t.he kfahhan {:orridor wag "ancox*; "ated 1rt§

Afghanistan bv t;he Li 4a**c1’ 1d9:> A@g ‘.e nent b =~tvec,r Hus 338 and (@*at
Britain., This Agreemeu(: deij sed bhe Bus.x an-z\tg,mrdstax bomdnry‘ betwea

Lake Victoria and the L‘hlnx" 36 fr oat;er, the boundery was demf:u-mg ed the

H
same year. Jnas nuc'h as thc, sutherz; pd.rt of the Wakha:n Cor ril@r boundaiy

betveen Afghamman and 1n<,: m hm; bean fixed, only the ,shor,t :.1;1, W@

i ! H ! :?
Afgham stan bormdnry at 1h£ egzs‘texn:eml of the Wahhan crr;dcc‘ remained

unagl"eod upoL. ;

The Chira whtgjxan-si ar bamzdary qzs mulaterally ga tl°(1 by t;:-,e.

! j l

. Britisk, vho zh'r_w’ the Iov nd w' ZLJ. P u,uvxg the crest of the Muz ’l‘gg‘,;

Range, whick cuvmed L,ze Lﬂ["l( “”‘h sz:u* cf China fr¢ m the ° ql;? an
‘E; x £

Corridor. The br»\mda“’}, ,, (:s d;t termix: :d, ran I'rom the ei*starnm 384, polut

iy

on the Russia-Afghanistqn B uu l@r" ’3 'ow"‘o Shveikovaki, to an miefined
polat on the bour%ax'y Lﬁ,t: e *15 Gi 3,,,,&:. l\gerccy ‘BY‘ltlbh India - m:g

Pokisten cont: ’c,..l é~o ) .r..x.zAc?._ h; nisﬂ,au

i &
i ¥

s i
| ! i - -
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II. Chinese Dlplcmat-c Polln.y

Exammatlon qf Chiuqse dj.ploma’cic uolicy revee.le that all Ch nese

Governments smce the ‘«hnchu DJnasty ruve laid claim to the P:unx; Wakhay

Corridor aree. ’.mae pre »b,le n now ecnt,eru on whether these clainms e

still in force. ?Z'hc, eviden'*e avaxlabl{c suggx_sts that uc change of

i i

pollicy took pl,ace befoze 157 )3 No dacﬁument is available to indi ate

| B

any abondonment of the clain .,ince 1.9;0;.

c B
[

III. Chinese Cartograjnhlc Poliex

In 1973, the Chinese Cormmsn: 51“3 " WFO her=tofore had followed the

5

claims of the Lhmeae Nap.cnal ist,s t;a ;he Pamir-Waikhan Qerid.or g

began to print maps that did rot ~.hqw ;he histeric clalm. Chlnese

8,

Cormnunist cartogra')hers bcga.n tor fh« fu‘st bime to reprasent the exist]

and the Afghans and Chiaefe 'uuor pa) bs~ After 1953 the Wakhan q).-:rido:

is showa ae belc:»ngmé, to Afgharxis‘tan { 5 ﬁ
F Lo [

What prompted the cnal ge in Cl‘im: ..:e Cormuni. st cartc:sgraphlc pq, iley?

There are three poss:.bi«itlrs-

o ,jiéd

(1) m stanqamaialgg theiy gartogxaphzc Progren,
the Ch;qesa Cungzunlsts decidqd to show the de fmcto
bommdary siuuutu of. i o

~‘ | B

(2; Ch:mese C‘cmmuniatu wgge reacting to Sovi '»t
sens 11‘,1\»'11:,}7 atht '14 Jing UE5 R territory claimsg :
by & Cmmnm st a].ly. ' : il
(3) Chinese (onm} 1% s mapa vere refleeting rhe
existence of g paeras decu,a»rgx unavailable to the
West that hed ceded the Papi I {excluding the 5
Wakhair Cprridc r) tu “he USGA.
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Iv. Evaluatxon of Ma“berial fnr onpeganda Use , ;
i ; I ’vﬁ ; u g : P i fﬂi ‘

Although the Chinese Con@unist mgs no longer show the Wakh

maﬂ.m

Approved For Reléase

Corridor of Afghanistau a8 part of (‘h;[,:m, this does not necessar lJ

indicate abandorm}ent of the historic thnese claim, it mey merelyr be

i
3
,‘ S

The effects.ve use of thiq textuql Imaterial therefors hinges p.pon

postponed until a more favorable occasion ar rives. The (‘hinese gpeldom

f 3 ;

aba.ndon a claim *10 territory, xma;;s with different boundariea cgq be

made on short no’qice.

future events. I;t‘ the Chineqe (‘cmxm;ni.,t continue to press their claims
to aress along the border wi’ch India s ’che Afghans might be inclined to

give weight to a.ny document ahowing A Chinese claim to tbe Wakhagz

i

not caring abou.t the possib Le reanona f’or the change in Chinese gommmirt
4 1 E

portrayal of 'clu= boundary 'l?he acturzl Afghan possessim of a prg-J 953

Corridor. In such cirt,u.;nstaqc,eb the A;‘ghans would be z:'ealistic ;n

Chinese Comzmnist map ahowing the Wa;hpn Corridor as a part of Cgina

might well alerh the Af@hans ’co the noessible renewal of Chinese Qoundary

clainms.

i

On the other hand, if the Cbirnes«* fcmnnmlsts do not qon‘cinueﬁto |
press their claim to territory al,oug tbe Indian border, t,he use gf

pre-1953 Chinese Conmmniqt ma%:s xrpghj‘ pot serve the puzpose of aIeztingi.

the Afghans and could acf;uallﬁ.y ba datagerous. 'ﬂhe Ch:.neae 5 by pro viding

post 1933 maps not showing; ,he claim to the Wakhan Cox"ridor, coulﬂi presehb

evidence that m;e;r pol"! cv h&d changcd. Another school of' thougt 5 \.laiﬂa -

that Af‘&,..han Gavernment ogficigls some ‘tmea have great dl,;tg'f'ic\.pty in reading
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& map, and would pot note thq date qf publicatioq. Although str@nu
i

historical evidgnge supports this point it is :mch less true toéay
than in the past.g ‘
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