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1. The attached table (Table 1) received from NN -

0SI indicates their thinking regarding the maximum capability of the

USSR to construct nuclear submarines. Their estimates indicate that

the Soviet completions per shipyard per year are only slightly higher
than the actual and planned completions per shipyard per year in the

Us.

o. In this connection it is interesting to compare on the same
basis the Soviet and US conventionally propelled submarine construction
in recent years; Teble 2. This shows that on & per shipyard per year
basis the Soviet capability far exceeded the US.

3. Comparison of capability by completionsper shipyard per year
does not reflect a number of factors which influence the number of
submarines built in each country, but it is believed that the general
order of magnitude does indicete a cepability and a priority assigned
the submarine program. On the basis of Table 2, it can thus be
estimated that the future completions of nuclear submarines by the
USSR will far exceed the OSI estimate.
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Attachments:
Table 1 (1)
Table 2 (1)
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NUCLEAR SUBMARINES )
COMPARISON OF HMAXTMIM EBSTIMATED SOVIEI‘ PRODUCTION CAPABILITY WITH ACTUAL ARD PLANKED U. S, PROGRAM (1952-196h)

‘ YEAR : 2 53 k55 56 5T 8 59 60 6L 2 63 @
ek Suwmarines® |0 o © o 0o o 1 2 u 8 13 19 o5
b , : B 9
T¥a=ber of
USSR gshipyards 0 0 0 0 1 2 2 3 3 3 3 3 3

estimated) in pr

Submerines com- ; ] ;
missicned per o o 0 0 0 0 V2 1/3 2/3 4/3 s5/3 &/3 6/3
Year, divided by
number of ghip-
yards in program
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Submarines# o] 0 1 1 1 2 2 5 10 16 20 27 33
— or of . - v i ~»w—--: e e e e .. 483 3
= U. 8. |shipyards 1 1 1 1 3 5 5 6 & 6 6 6 6

il (dwom offiiin progrem oot
< cial Submerines oom- S

jsources) [missioned per ‘6 ) )

year, divided by |0 O 1/1 o 0 /s o 36 576 o k6 7.6 616
nusber of ship-
yards in program S o
*Cumlative totals for nuclear powered submarines of all types, in commission in the Fleet.
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[-\NUI‘ES: 1. The principal limiting factor is considered to be reactof construction capability, although capability
N to build the very large, deep diving submarine hulls which are required also enters.
2. This estimate reflects our belief that the USSR will concentrate nuclear submarine construction in
fewer shipyards than the U.S. with g resulting higher production rate Per shipyard.
3. We estimate that the USSR will build nuclear-powered submarines of the following types: torpedo-armms
missile-armed, and s few "peaceful” types (cargo or ocesnographic). Wnile it is extremely 4iffiegis
to estimate the numbers of each type which will be built, we tentatively estimate 1l, 9, and 2
' respectively by 1964. The "peaceful" types could appear Furiy. . wo0-6].
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