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To provide research tools that w#ill perwit more effective and wider
utilization of existing and future merial ghotography of little-keown
areas of Southemst Asis and Africe South of the Sshara for istelligence

purposes.

Justification:

The value of asrial photography as an intelligemce source is limited
by the requiremsnt that the photo interpreter must have knowledge o the
unigue physical and cultural festures ¢f the ares coversd in order =0
recognize and interpret those featurss accurately. For the relptively
well-inown ereas of North America and VWestern Burope, this is not 2 majer
problem. Por some other areas -- notably the U.S5.B.R., Chine, and Japer —-
fairly comprehensive photo interpretation keys exist, having been praphraed
during and since World War TI. For the more remote and little-lmown sreae
of Southeast Asie and Africa South of the Sahara, however, no suck photco
interpretation keys sre kmown tc exist, and the marber of photo intallizan:e
analysts with the reguired area lnowledge is exceedingly limited. Uet, 1t
is in these areas that "brush-fire" conflicts and intersstionnl crisee may
be expected to ocour over the next several years, with the attendsni neces-
sity of enhanced photo intelligence efforts. The proposed photo imterprat.-
tion keys would contribute to these afforts by providing vesearch toole
that would permit photo interpreters with little "built 1n” area kmowledg-
to do s more effective Job of interpreting aerial photography of thase
areas.

The photo interpreistion keys are required by the Ceography Divisicn
as a mesns of identifying, cataloging, and confirming areal differences.
The avallability of thz proposed keys, which will have elveady resolved
questions of eresl charactaristics, will facilitate the sccomplishment of
W and E and B analysis and contribute tc the promptness with which regiomai
analysis in general cen be accoeplished.

Approsy:

It is felt that, in general, the physiograghic provinces approach
used by Aerc Service in the Middle East and North Africe keys would ve les:.
Countyy as well as topicel peculiarities could be broken out and trested
in separate chapters. In the cese of Coutheast Asia, one ares-wide key
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should be prepared covering Buma, Thailend, Cambodia, North and South
Vietnms, Malays, Singapore, Indonesla, Brunei, Sarawak, end British Borth
Borneo. In the case of Africa South of the Sahara, four keys would appesr
to be advisable; the priority order woudd be east Africa, central A'rice,
wast Africa, and south Africa. Boundsries shown on the sttachsd me; of
Africa represent tentative approaches wnd are subject tc change in sesping.
to interests of the military services, pattern of existing photo coversge,
and other consideratiocns. '
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