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HEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director/Intalligence

THROVGH: Assistent Direcior, Research and Reporis ! togg

SUBJECTs Teip Report of _ 25X1A9a

L.  Purposs of Trip

Ao To study by direct field observation and evaluate the
characteristics of ethnic groupa, settlement patterns, transportation
facilities and terraln in accessible ragions of the areas agsigned to
the Far Bast-Pacific Brenca, Geography Division, ORR, The principel
arcas visited were dJapan, Xorsa, Nationalist China (Taiwan), Hong Kong,
Fhllippines, Indonssia, Singapore, Malaya, Thailand, Burma and West
Pakistan. Details are given in attached Appendices.

Bo To discuss the »otential for future intelligence collection
and research on ths Far East with U. S. Military units in Tokyo.

II. Activities

A, Recomnaissance irips by train, car, bus and airplans along
the routes shown on the mep (Appendix A).

Bo Recelved briafing on activities of the 500th MISG, Tokyo and
discussed their town plan program.

Co Visited personnel of 29th Engineer Topographic Battalion in
Tokyo and discussed their topogrephic mapping program.

D, Visited 600kth AISS personnel in Tokyo and was briefed oa China
ressarch and escape and avasion projects.

Eo FPhotographs wers “akan during all phases of the trip. Copias will
ba filed with Graphics Hagistar, 25X1AB3

F, Excellent cooperation was received i‘mm
Talwan who made pogsible sacorted tours through wan even thoug vane

)
arrangements for assistance had not been requested. 25X1A6a
25X1ABa iasaiated in establishing contact with military organizations in

II¥, Difficulties

Lespite the advance request for assistance in arranging travel in
Korea and subsequent arr:ngements by the * 25X1ABa
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for contact -wi'hhm no contact was elfected 25X1A6a
during the tour through hores. riana schaduls difficulities upon my

return to Tokyo left insufficlent time to determine the reason for
the lack of contact. '

No: further difficulties wers encountered.
Iv. Comitment‘g
 None

Vo Recommendations

A. The opporturdty to use divect field dbseirvation for the development
of area:competence-in regions of major importatite’in the Far Eest waa extremsly
valueble to me. A familiarization trip should be a requirement for
geographers whose responsibilities involve the evaluation of the physical
and cultural geographic characteristics of foreign areas for the prepare-
tion of operationel intelligence. '

Be. The initial orientation acquired by a familiarization trip through
the area as s whole should be reinforced and brought up~to-date by subse-
quent trips which would allow the analyst to conduct field investigations
and gather source materials in areas eritical to the Branch research
Pragran.

C. The difficulties of rail and bus travel, the almost total
absence of car remtal facilities and the complex language problem in Far 25X1A6a

Eastern countries makes maximum travel assistanc
assential. Contacts should be arranged and requests made 25X1A63
in advance for transportation, briefings snd 25X1ABa

coatacts with other US installations and with native geographers or
relisble native gvides. (See fppendix D,)

D, Advance arrangements should be made by IIIIIEIEGgGgGgo 25X1A6a

native contacts in esch country., The contacts should be persons of the
middle or upper-lower income bracket who would normally follow native
modes of living, traneportation, sitc., rather than the more luxurious
and atypicsl "Western-style®, (See Appendix D)

Eo Uxidsr thees conditions, and assuming a coincidence of interest,
two analysts travelling together would probably get more tenefit from
tha mp_e

Fo It is believed that much mutual benefit could be derived from
ths assignment of geographers in the major countries 925X1A63
of the Far East and Southeast 8. graphers could agsist in the
praparation of (as they already do at Headquarters)
and help t0 make field intelligence availeble to the Geographic Ares. 25X1A6a
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G-,

agencies wnoss personnel are intimately acquainted with Washington
-offices. In such cases, the possibility of being uncovered is strong
- enough {0 suggest the use of Agency "cover®, :

25X1A6a
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Agggndices to T__;_f_‘ig Mm-t

Appendix A. Attached map of route travelled.
Appendix B, Non-Agency Personnel Contacted,

1. Mr. Richard Allen, 500th MISG. Received brisfing on current
and planned production of the 500th with reference to special reports
and town plans.

2, Major Colvocorressss, 25th Engineers., Toured installation and
was brisfed on current production programs.

3, Col. Cook, 600Lth AISS. Received briefing from members of his
organigation on current ELE an_d special projsets work,

Comment: Because the familiarization tour was made without official
contacts, as a8 security precaution I did not take detailed notes on
organizations visited, It is suggested that arrangements be mads for the
return of classifiad notes through mormal channels.

Appendix Cs Activities

Travel in all areas was made primarily by reil and air due to the
general lack of car-rental facilities. An attempt was made to chose
routes which traversed terrain representative of the major land-use regions
of each country so thai variations in ssttlement types and transportation
modes could be observed and compsred. Extensive areas in the major cities
were surveyed by foot, as well as by car, Lenguage difficulties made the
use of tuses and streetcers unfeasibls except in those cases where a native
guide was availabls. The frequency and reliability of ajrline and rail
service in the Far East nacessitated constant revision and adjustment of
the planned itinerary. :

l. Hawali September 22-23.

An extensive recornaissance of Oshu was made by rented car.

2. Japan September 25 to October 2,

Travel in Japsan wes by airline and train, with some trips in ngjor

cities by bus and taxicab. Although the procedures (drivers licenses,
govermment permits, etc.) for reniing a drive-yoursslf car wers too time

~_con to ¢ te within my time schedule, it is believed that the
25X1A6a Mshovld be able to maks arrangemenis for a car if sdvance
request is made
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| September 25-30, Visita were made o S00 25X 1ABa
‘ and 600Eth AISS and briefings attended at
25X1A6a I Thc time remaining was spent in trips around Tokyo. Insufficient

time was 1éft between briefing and visits to include local trips in the
vieinity of Tokyo as was originally schedulsd.

October 1~5. Flight was mads to Sapporo, Hokksido and travel by
train to Noborivetsu. After viglting neighboring villages {including Atinu
fishing village) retuirned to Tokyo by train via the Aomori-Hakodate ferry
and the east coast rail lipe. '

m October 6"7_9

October 7 to 12, By plane to Fukuoka, thence by local train to Beppu,
Kyushu, Return %o Tokyo was via Moji, Osaka, Kyoto and Ne °

3. Xorea October 13-18,

Although a request had been transportation assistance in
Koros, RN 1 oo? 1 foroe s io%%, 12 ooy iAo
Seoul and to rail and eir for the renainder. The iow “ 25X1ABa

Seoul to Pusan was by rail, using the Army coach
The return to Secul was via the Korean National Airways.

: It is rec at definite arrangements be made for assistance
25X1A6a  in “’ml% in Korea and that travel
in Korea be accomplished by car insofar as local road conditions permit,

25X1A6a
' ' Lo Talwan October 19 to November 1.

Trevel on Taiwan was atly faci < e sxcellent cooperation
] T e
25X1A6a  ggeort W P8 along the east coast and a circuminsular trip via Suao,

Huelien, Taitung, Kachsiung, Tainan, Chiayi, and Taichung. Some locel
trips were made out of Taipei via bus and rail lines, It is rscommended
25X1A6a that be requested to furnish a car and driver for all

tra.vwa! on Taiwan, and that the necessary documsntation be supplied to
permit the use ' , or MAAG 25X1A6a
25X1ABa  hostels (in most of the major cities), It is believed that travel without ,

an escort would permit greater fresdom of movament, but an Engli sh-spaaking
driver is almost essential,

5. Hong Eong November 1=7,

Trains and buses were used exclusively for travel in Victoria City,
Kowloon and in the New Territories. Trips ware mads by private car on
Hong Kong Island, by bus and train to agricultural villages in the New
Territories and by ferry boat to Cheng-chan Xsland, near Hong Kong. Visits
to areas outside of the metropolitan area of Hong Kong would be greatly
facilitated by a Cantonzse~-speaking gulde with a knowledge of the sechedules

a3
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and routes of local‘,'ﬁxses, trains and ferrys, ' It also should be possible

to rent- a car with driver for trips to Chinese villages on the mainland

and on the islands offshore as these are in many ways analogous to mainland

villages on the Communist sids. Although I met one Chinese who offered 25X1A5a1
to take me on a tour across the border on his bicycle, I dsclined and
the trip is not recommended.
wag contacted and he discussed the current economic
geographic position of Hong Kong. Chinese 25%X1A53a1
agricultural and fishing villages in c of Hong Kong were of -
considerable value as briefing material., It is suggested that contacts

with I =rd other geographers in Hong Kong be arranged. It is

possible that a Cantonese geography student might be willing to provids an

escort on a trip to the New Territories or to the offshore islands,

6 Pbiliggine Islande November 8-13,

Insufficient time was available to scheduls extensive trips in the
Islands or on Luzon. Two days were spent in touring Manila and the
remaining time in traveling by third class rail coach to San Pablo City
to the south and Tarlac to the north. A trip was also made by rented ccr
to Tagaytay City., Withessisterice from the Embassy, it should be possible
to rent a2 drive-yourself car in Manila and make extensive auto reconnaissance
trips on Luzon., Because of the distances involved and the probable shortage
of time, inter-island trips should be made by air.

7. Indonesia November 1323,

Travel in Indonesia was by bus, rail and alr, Reconnalssance trips
wers made by local native bus to Bogar and return to Djakarta, by air to
Bandung, Semarang, and Surabaja and Benpasar, and return by rail from
Surabaja to Djekarta via Jogjakarta. Trips wére mede in Semarang, Djakarta
and on Bali by rented car. An Indonesian resident of Djakarta provided
assistance in the bus trip to Bogar, and assisted in arranging for the
rail travel. He also offered to obtain a car and English-gpeaking driver
for the trip to Surabaja and Bali, but insufficient time was available to
make the trip.

Experience in Irdonesia (also applicable to other countries) indicates
that much time and money could be saved through the use of competent

English- native des, guch as could probably be obtained through
the Native guides are usually well
acq ted with the country and know the workings of local transportation

systems used by the native population,

8. Singapors and Malaya November 23 to Dscenber 1.

Extensive areas of Singapore were reconnoitered on foot as well as by
rented taxic ' After a day's train trip from Singapore to Kuala Lumpus,
one day was spent in covering Kuszla Lumpur on foot and by taxi, including
a visit to a "new village" and a tin dredge in the nelghboring countrysids.
Another dsy train trip to Penang was followed by a one day reconnaissance
of that town by biecycle. The trip from Penang to Bangkok was made by air.
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Experience indicates that the rail journey from Singapore to Penang was
well worth the tims and that it might bs adviasable to travel all the way
from Singapore to Bangkok by train, with possible stopovers at the larger
towns. It seems advisabls to take time from the Singapors visit for this
purpoOsSeE.

9..; Bangkok and Thailand December 1-10.

Four days were spent in familisrigation trips in Bamgkok by foot,
samlor, canal boat, and taxi. Attempts to obtain a car and driver wers 25X1A6a
unsuccessful; taxls were rented according to atandard rates which wers
quite high. It seems probable that the Embassy
Bangkok should be able to either provide transpo; on or arranges for
suitable car rental.

The remaining six days in Thailand were spent in a trip to Chiangmai,
using Thai Airways on the trip north and the Thai Railways on the return
trip. For the purpose of aree familiarization, it is suggested that the
day train be used enroute to Chiangmal and the plane for the retwrn sinece
the northern terraln is best seen by air and the southern plaing area by
ground travel. Chiangmai and vicinity was covered on foot and bicycle.
The American Consulate at Chiangmal made an attenpt to obtain a rental
vehicle but was unsucecessful. It is suggested that arrangements be made
before arrival at Chiangmai for suitable transportation, Future trips to
Thailand should include air and rail reconnaissance to northeast Thailand,

10. Rangoon and Burma December 1015,

Extensive areas of Rangoon were coversd on foot and by rented taxi,
It is believed that auto trips to villages in the vieinity of Rangoon
should be included in familiarization trips if sufficient time and trans-
portation with an English~speaking driver is available. Oround trans-
portation in Burma is seriously impeded by the activities of the Commmist
"insurgent® forces. Flans for utilizing rail transportation were cancelled
because of the insurgent's propensity for blowing up rail bridges, All
auto trips must be completed in daylight as many roads are cloged at night
by Burmase roadblocks. Union of Burma airplanes operate out of Rangoon
and return there every night because of the danger of plane highjacking,
It is therefors suggested that familiarization trips in Burma be accomp-
lished by air, with local trips by rented car. It is doubtful that a
car could be rented for long trips in Burmz. ,

After arriving in Mandalay by Union of Burm Air, I spent one day
meking an auto reconnaissance of the city and nearby villages and the

second day on a trip to Maymyo ard return. Hy stay in Mandalay inecluded
a tour of Fort Dufferin and the ruins of the old palace,

1l. Karachi December 15-17,
The two days in Kerachi were spent in a reconnaissance of the city by

foot and taxi., A check at the railway office indicated that rail trips

into other parts of West Pakistan could easily be scheduled provided suffi-
cient time is availableq S

..
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N %ymggﬁi,x Do Reccmndmiions '

1. Future familiarization trips should be fully coordinated with
Agency field offices in the Far East and Southeast Asian areas and
specific requasts for transportation and native contacts levied on them.
The most ideal travel arrangement would be the provision of a car and
English-spealting driver for extensive road trips in each region. Second
preference is assistance in obtaining a rental car which can be used for
long distance trips together with a competent English~speaking native
driver or a relisble native guide. It is also recomended I 2 25X1A6a

Embassys arrange for appointments with native geographers

or profassionals in cognate fields in each area, Other than professional -
people, native contacts should be persons of the middle or upper-lowar
income bracket who would normally utilize native modss of living and
transport since upper-class contacts tend toward atypical "Western-style"
living conditicns. For the purposes of area familiarization, it is desirabls
%o meke uce of local forms of transportation (native buses, trains, otc.)
and Jocal hotels and restaurants rather than the almost completely isolated
"Western" hotels, Sanjtary precautions, of course, would necassarily be
the responsibility of the traveler,

25X1A6a

2o  Initial familisrization trips should include orientation visits
to most of the important regions in the analyst's area of responsibility,
but it is suggested that subsequent famlliarization trips are needed to
reinforce and expand the analyst's area compatence. Such trips should be
confined to one or twoareas which are critical to the Branch's ressarch
program and in which the analyst, possibly in eonjunction with a field
office, might conduct field investigations and gather source materials for
one or more specific current projects, -
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