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FOREWORD

The Office of the Chief of Military History is currently
exploiting all aveilable historical source materialé in the
preparation of various speciai studies needed in the Army
school system and for staff reference. The need for studies
in fields pertaining to foreign military methods has’ been
especially urgent. This study i1s intended to provide the
Army with information on Ruésian methods of indoctrinating
prisoners of war in a condensed and readily usable form.

The Soviet Union has placed greal emphasis upon the use
~of propaganda as a method of conducting warfare. A study of
Soviet methods of indoctrinating prisoners, therefore, is as
important in its way as & study of Red Army tactics. Soviet
methods of conducting ideological warfare and the aggressive
aims of the Soviet Union have both been revealed in the program
of indoctrinating German and Japanese prisoners‘captured by the
Soviets during World War IT. It is hoped that this study will
help toward an understanding of Soviet methods of conducting

warfuare and will stimwlate a continuing investigation of those

methods.
Washington, D. C. : ORLANDO WARD
April 1952 Major General, USA

Chief, Military History

iii
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PREFACE

This‘study is a condensed account of the indoctriﬁation
of prisoners.of war in- the Soviet Union. The period covered is
from the beginning of the war between Germany and Russia, June
1941, until the deiet Union announced the completion of the

~repatriation of World War II prisoners early in 1950..

The Russians captured large numbers of Germans during the
war. These and even larger numbers of Germans who voluntarily
surrendered were held prisoners for several years. In the
brief conflict with Japan i. August 1945, the Red Army captured
more than a million Japanese, bofh military and civilian, who
also were held in Soviet prison camps. The Russians captured
Italians,ﬂﬁomanians, Poles, and other Europeah nationals, in
addition to the Germans and Japanese, but the great majority
of the prisoners were the latter two categories. This study,
therefore, has been linited to a dlscuu81on of the 1ndoctr1nat10n
of German and Japanese prisoners. ) N

The purpose of this monograph 1$ to prov1de varlous agencies
of the armed fOTCUS of .the United Stdtes W1th & summdry of
aVallable informstion. on Soviet methods oi 1ndoctr1ndt1ng
prlsonprs of ‘war. It may be assumed thét the oov1ets will use
much the same methods in future conflicts iﬁvdi@ihg the Red Army.

Intelligence, counterintelligence, psychologicél"warfare, troop

App B EAC TRt 2O O IREP
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1nformat10n and education, and troop training agencies are those
which are primarily interested in informetion of this nature.
~ The information upon which this study is based has been drawn
-‘frbﬁ a wide variety of sources including studies made by armed
force intelligence agencies'in'éermény and Japan. The principzl
sources of information concerning Germanlprisbners, howevef, have
been studies preparéd by former German officers at the reéuest of
thelHistorical Division EUCOM. (These studies are cited in the
footnotes &s MS P-0l8c snd P-018e.) Most of these Germun éfficers
had themselves been prisoners of war in the Soviet Union aﬁd, in
the course of preparing their studies, interviewed large nu@bers
of repatriates from Soviet prison camps. Information on the
indoctrination of Japanése prisoners has been based almost
entirely on information collected and evaluated by the Allied
Tr§nslator‘and Interpreter Service (ATIS) which has interroééted
Ja;énese repatriates from Soviet prison camps. The text is %ully
foﬁtnotgd as‘to sources of information used. )
The author apprecilates the freeddm which he has enjojed-in
developing his ideas and in the writing of this monograﬁk. A
sincere effort has been made to write a factually correct, un-
biazsed study. It must be emphasized that any opinions expreséed
in thlS work are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect
the v1ews of the Department of the Army. The duthor ‘takes fuli
' responsiblllty for.all statements of fuct or of opinion dppearlng
in this monograph.

vi
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The writer has received much help in the preparation and
writing of this study. Brig. Gen. P. U. Robinett, USA-Ret.,
Chief, Specisal Studies Division, Office of the Chief of Military
History, paved the way for this project and provided valuable
criticlism and guidence throughout its pfeparaﬁion. Miss Lucy
Weidmen, who edited the manuceript, was burdened with an unusual
share of the responsibility ror the production of this study,
and the suthor is grateful for her constructive criticism and
help. The typing and much of the administrative work connected
with the project was co-operatively end elficiently handled by
Mrs. Irene Wilhelm. Mr. Isrzsl Wice snd his sssistents have
given valuable aid in securing source matericls. The Foreign
Studies Branch, Speciel Studies Division, Office of the Chief
of Military History; the Office of the Assistent Chief of Staff,
G-, GSUSA and GHG, FEC; the Directorste of Intelligence, USAF;
and the Historical Section, EUCOI, haﬁe &1l been most helpful

and co-operative.

Washington, D. C. KERMIT G. STEWART
April 1952 Major, Infantry
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CHAPTER T .

1

INTRODUCTION

During World War II, militery doctrine of the Soviet Union
emphasiZed‘tﬁe importance of capturing large numbers of prisoners
of war because of their military, economic, znd political value.
Militarily, prisoners were useful ,as gources of information&ubout

i

theféﬁémy. Economically;“their menpower and technical knowledges
were of'great importance %SISoviet indﬁstny. Politically, they
were considered valuable as potehtial converts to commumism and,
as such, a means of extending Soviet political power over fhe
nétibns represented by the prisoners. Additionally, prisoners
had valﬁg during the war as wvehicles of propaganda in the”SQviet
psychological warfare program.

Prisoners of war in the Soyiet Union were, with few exceptions,
_segreéﬁted'in campslé;cording to their nationality, and the Soviet
indoctrination program varied slightly with each national group
involved. The Russian;'made some-atﬁempt to adapt fheir approach
to conform with recognized psychological charscteristics of the
various nationalities, and the content of their ?rOpaganda varied
with the interests, prejudices, and aspirations of thé natiopé
‘represented by the prisoners.‘lﬂ comparison of methods used With
various‘nétioﬁalities,.however, reveals théﬁ basic methods were
much- the same"iﬁ‘alizihétances. This univefsélity of method can be

ascribed to the purpose of the program which was the same with all

1
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nationalities although minor,;changing objectives were pursued

from time to time during the progress of the war and the wmeasy
peace which followed. | |

A great.majority of the prisoners held by the Russianslduring
the period covered by.this study were Germans and Jap&nese. | This
study, therefore,. W‘1l be- conflnnd to a discussion of the methods
of indoctrinating or proyagandizing prisoners of war of these two
nationalities in the Soviet program of utilizing prisoners for
political (and prcpegandistic) purposes. It may be assumed th;t
Italians, Poles, Roumanians, snd other Eurcpean nationals takeﬁ
prisoner by the Sovieﬁs wers éubjectbd to similar indoctrinatiqn .
programs. .

The number of Germans and Japanese who suffered capture by
the Soviets during and sfter World War II will probably neverjbe
accurately determlned, not even by the Russians.2 Durlng fhe‘War,
Soviet propaganda had mentioned as mdny as 6,000,000 prlsoners of
war, but on 4 May 1945 the Soviets announced through TASS thelr
~ official news agency, that the total number of German war prlgoners
" in the USSR was 3,180,000. On 5 May 1950, however, TASS énn;gnced
that 1,939,063 German prisoners had been repatriated since t@e end
of the war, and that 9,717 convicted of war crimes along with
3,815 whose war crimes were being investigated were still being
held; otherwise, except for fourteen prisoners who were ill,“ﬁhe
repatriation of German prisoners was said to be complete. Chancellor

Konrad Adenauer of West Germany countered the TASS announcement

2
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the following day w1th the cla1m that the- fate of i £00,000
German war prisoners remained uncertainfﬁnd?that the German
people could not accept as true that this nany Germun-missing
had died or been killed. He further stated that or the basis
of statements made by returneesrtens of thousands «f Germans were
NN known to be'held in the USSR as slave labor.
The lack of agreement regarding the number of German prisoners
held by the Soviets has been paralleled by the controversy regard-
Lo ing the number of Japanese, both military and civilian, taken
‘prisoner in the brief war between the Soviet Union end Japsn in
Auvgust 1945. "0On 22 April 1950, TASS announced that the return of
510,409 prisoners of war to-Japan had completed the program of
repatriating Japanese from the Soviet Union. This was aside from
70,880 prisoners whom the Soviets claimed to have released immedi-
9 ately'after hostilities in 1945. The Soviets also stated that
RORS. they'were‘retaining 1,487 Japanese who had oeen sentenced or who
were under investigation for war crimes, 9{Who were subject to
repatriation after medical treatment, and 971 who had commitied
"serious crimes" against the Chinese and who had been "mlaced at the
disposal® of the Chinese People's Republic.Bc-Theagéﬁg announcement
" caused great conSternationAin Japan since the Soviet figures fell
short of Japunese official estimates by approximately 370,000, about
% half of whom were presumed dead. Death lists hadibeen compiled
Bt solely on the basis of information received from.#éturnees since the

°
w04  Boviets had failéd to submit -such information despite repsated
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requests from the Jépanese and various Allied Powers.

Despite the lack of exact figures, the significent fact is
that sevéral million persons were held as prisoners of war in the
‘vSpviet Union during and after World War II. These.millions of
individuals have all been expoged to aﬁ intensive indoctrination
program, and at least some of‘them have become followers of com-
munism. lﬁnp?her importent fact which emerges from the controversy
regardinévﬁpwgefg of prisoners is that large numbers of prisoners
were stil%ﬂbeiqggheld in the USSR even &s the Soviets were announcing
the compleﬁion oﬁitheir repatriation program. - 7"

\Much evidence indicaies that the Soviets failed to repatriate
many prisoners because of political as well as economic considera-
tiohs; Scientists, technicians, skilled workers, and ordinéry
laborers have beey retained beceuse of their economic value, but a
large percentage of the intelligentsia among the prisoners has been
vﬁ;ld, presumably because the individuals of this group have nbt been
receptive to Soviet indoctrination and are potential leaders of
”Qpposition to the extensipn of Soviet power in their native countries
.if repgtriated. Some estimates put the number of prisoners denied

5

ufepgtriation as h}ﬁ%,a§¢a;@i}li°n-§9d?ﬂ half persons.. Most of these
retg%nges»hfve.b?$qﬁgpgxic§e§ (on. trumped<up ‘charges). of war crimes,
g deviée employed by the Soviets which gives a semblance of legality
to their retention. Under internstionel law, a person convicted of
war crimes loses‘pig status as & prisoner of war snd, hence, loses

. . .6 - .
his right to repatriation.

4
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CHAPTER IX

BACKGROUND AND ATNS OF THE SOVIET

PRISONER~[NDGCTRINATION PROGRAM
y Communists firmly believe that communism will eventually sweep
‘ﬁﬁé.earth, replacing all other social and economic systems. The
izindbc@rination of prisoners of war is one of many means used by
commmists to achieve their goal of world revolution. '

In the early days of the So?iet Union, the ides that a prole-

. tarian state couidvexist in a wcrld predominanaky'capitaliétic'was
incompatible -with Merxian theory. In 1920, for instance, Lenin
stated, "We cannot live in péﬁce - memorial services Willlbéyéﬁﬁg
either over the Soviet Republlc éé-over world capitalism.t o
Bolshevik leaders of the time were conv1nced that revolutions must
take place in surrounding capitaiistic nations or the venture in
Russia was doomed to failure. Despite their efforts and'contranf?a
to their predictions, other revolutions did not take place; neiéhéfﬁ
did the capitalistic nations combine to.grush the new Communist -
state. A re-exemination of Marxisn theory resulted in'a bitter"
struggle within the Communist party of ﬁpssia. Stalin, with his
thesis of "socialism in & single countyyy gradually gained ascende£;f 

while tho proponents of international revolution, led by Leon Irotsky,

2 v il

%

were ousted from power.

v

o
Stalln directed his efforts to strengthenlng the Soviet Union

and regularizing relatiéus wlth other countries. Nationalistic '

31
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propagsenda, blatantly chauvinistic in nature, was employed to unlfy
~ the Russian peoples. Opportunism was the order of the day, and
communistic principles were seemihgly sacfificed when necessary to
strengthen the Soviet Union internally or to buy peace and economic
concessions from other nations. Aithough the Moscow-directed Third
International continued its mission of fostering revolution in other
countries,‘its activities were kept somewhat in chéck'during the
late 1920's and the 3059 to permit Soviet diplo‘macy'more-.flexibility.2
Déspite loud protests to the world of theirwpeécefui intentlons,
the Soviets confinted to proclaim at home that the Soviet Union was
ot war with the capitalist world. This theory is reflected in the
opening declaration of the Constitution of the ysgk: "Since the
time of the formation of the Soviet Republics, the states of the
world have been divided into two camps: the camp of capitalism and
the camp of socialism."3 The Comaunist party of Russla never
actﬁally relinquished the idea of extending its influence to other
nations. The party merely coucealed its intentions end revolutionary
activities abroad while the Soviet Union was girding;strength for the ,
inevitabie conflict. During this period, however, it would seem
that nationalist trends in the Soviet Union héd their effect on the
.aims of the Communist party, aims which came to be identified (by
other nations at least) with the éxpansionist ﬁolicies of the,Soviet.
Union. The zeal for internationalism which moti#ated the early

communists was subverted for use by Soviet leaders to achieve

national objectives. In other wdrds, the crusading aspects of

TR R R TR
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. Wcommunism were absorbed in the Soviet plan of aggression.

By thé'tiﬁe World War II broke out in Europe, nationalist
trends in the Soviét Union had resulted in .an attitude on the
part of thé>Soviet Government toward its neighbors which bore .
considerable resemblance to the imperialism of Tsarist Russia.
There were important differences, however, between the Tsarist
end Soviet types of imperialism, differences which were based on
Soviet implementation of Marxian theory.A

An'important point of difference between old and new Russian

imperialism was that the Soviets set no limits, in principle at

v least, %o their expansion. Their fanaticism absolved them of any

'~ obligation to adhere to accepted standards of internatibnal morality,

end their diplomatie dealings with other nations were characterized

by consclenceless opportunism. Soviet policy simply could not

..recognize lasting alliances with capitalist powers.

Early in his career, Stalin outlined clearly the policies of
Soviet diplomacy. In 1921, he wrote, "The object of the,Z_Communiq§7
party is 'to exploit all and any conflicting interests amoﬁg the

surrounding capitalist groups and govermments with a view to the

.. disintegration of capitalism." In 1924: "Contradictions,‘édnflicts,

end wars among the bdurgeois states hostile to the proletarian state

5

are the reserves of the revolution.® Catering first to one power

. &and then to andther, creating antagonism between states when'ﬁossible,

. using puppet states to fight their battles, blocking constructive

action:by—inﬁernational 6rganizations —-— Soviet diplomacy has twisted

7
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end turned through the maze of world polltlcs 51nce 192l never
deviating from ‘the revolutlonary p01101es proclaimed by Stailn.

The ‘methods of Sov1et conééest are unother p01nt of dlfference
betwean Tsarlst end Soviet 1mperialxsm. They are the methods of
the revoluticnist. These methods are not to be confused w1th thoce
of the bomb-throwing, leaflet—passing, bewhiskered anarchist eo
"often pictured &n cartodns. The‘Communist party of Russia has.‘
devsloped a complex, sterﬁly disciplined iﬁtefnational organizatibn
which conducts eSpiénage abroa& on a large scale, enlisting thg
services‘of‘natipnéléiéf‘foreign countries who have been won‘éver
to comminism. Pérty‘membérs,/keeping‘their affiliation secret,
worm ‘their wey into high posts of government,'business, labor{wa
education, and fhe press. Patriotic, cultural, and religious ;ﬁ
organizations are infiltrateé“with operatives who deflect the
purposes of those organizationé toward Communist objectives. The
secret minorities support local revolutionafy movements, stimulating
and abetting attacks oﬁ established authority. Soviet opportunism
has interpreted communism sc fiexibly that the solving of almos;fany
social or economic problem in & capitalist nation can be-identified
"With'CommuniSt eims. Communist propéganda in the guise of paf;iotism
flodds the country with subversive plans for solving natioﬁalippob—
‘lems —- plans which, on the surface, are attractivé to undgrprivileged
-5dr‘diséatisfied minority groups withih‘the couﬁtryu The real aim‘is.
& wéaken the capitalist nation militarily and econo:icaliy, to con-

fise &nd divide the populace, and to bring sbout & state of complete

T B T P RS2
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. demorallization. Eventually, the MOscow—dlrected group w1th1n
the, country seizes power and malntalns control with terrorlstlc

-methods, and once the nation has faxlen within the Soviet orbit
it is subjected to & process of ébﬁplete sOciéizdisintégratiOn.
In these and other ways, revolutionary methods of communism”have

become tools of Soviet imperialism.

Germans and Japanese, fell into the hands of the‘éov1ets. Germdny
2

and Japan had been‘kgy objectives of Soviet imperialism”Siﬁce the
beginning of the sé;iét Union. In keeping with their traditional
methods of conquest, the Soviets seized tglslgéportunlty to carry
propaganda into the enemy camp on a large scale. If all;'or a
large part, of the pr;soners were to become champlons of SS%igt
ideology, the Sovieps could easily afford tobrepatriate the
prisoners, sit back and let tiﬁe take its course;.é6 k

The aim of the prisoner—indoctrination‘ﬁf;éfaﬁ waé;;gﬁerefore,
to convert all prisoners to communism. Large numbers of thé more
fanatic and able of the prisoners were given special training to
fit them for underground revolutionary activities and for leading
positions in economics, administration, police, and political
guidance. These functionaries, with secret support and direction
from Moscow, were expected eventually to take over the governments
of their respective countries by means of traditional revolutionary

methods. These states would then fall naturally into the Soviet

orbit of control with a minimum of effort and without the necessity

o

9
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of military action on the part of the Sov1et Union. A secondary

aim of .the program, in keeplng with SOV1et dlplomatlc methods, -
wes to create hatred sgainst the pr1n01pal Western powers ideologi-~
cally opposed to the Soviet Union ~- The Uhlted States, Great BIltuln
and other members .of the Br+tlSh Commonwealth The long rsnge o
objective of the program was the extension of Soviet politioeihbo%er
over rthe countries represented by the prisoners and, eventueliy,”
throughout the world. Prlsoners who would not accept Soviet
indoctrination &nd who could be expected to oppose Sov1et expan51on
in their native countrles wore, in muny cases, denied repatrlatlon.

NN

Minor tactical objectives of the indoctrination program were

sought at times during World War II. Indoctrinated pflsoners were
solicited to act du egents, subversives, &and saboteurs or to cerry
on various phases of the Sov1et psychologicel-warfare program.”'
Accompllshments in these f;elds were related to the immedizate o

military effort and mey be classed as by-products of the 1ndoc—“

trination program.

10
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CHAPTER ITI

ot

INDOCTRINATION OF PRISONERS
DURING EVACUATION

Lok,

A. Red Army Prisoner-Evacuation Procedure
Soviet methsdsrof processing and evacuating prisoners of,war
duwring World War II were based largely on a set of 1nstruct10ns .
issued by the Deputy: Peoples! Commander of Defense .in Februdry 1940 !
These instructions, supplemented,bylvarlous war-tlme dlrectives,

outlined an orderly, humane procedure whieh differed cons1dersbly

from practlce, particularly during the early phases of the war. e

On the whole, Red Army instructions concerning evacuation P
followedrcommon;sense practices observed by most armies nd included
prov151ons for disarming; search, segregation; 1nterrogat10n, 1ndoc—
trination; guaerding; feeding; and general treatment. None of the
written instructions violsted standards of prisoner trestment
accepted by most civilized natioﬁs.

The instructions called for rapid evacuation of prisoners
wider guard. from the point of capture up to and through assembly o
points. Division and army were the most imporpsnt echelons in t@e‘J
evacuation procedure, one or more.of the others often being by- .
passed. At division, the most important field interrogations t%pk”i;
place, and at army the prisoners were turned over to troops of ths%_
Peoples! Commissariat of Internal Affairs (NKVD) for trensport to .

permanent prisoner-of-war .camps.

11
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The emphasis upon speed in evacuatlon seems to have been
motivated largely by & desire to put prisoners in the hands of
the NKVD as sodﬁr:gs possible. This organization, the principal
security sgency of the Soviet Union and a direct agency of the
Communist party, oﬁérated the prisoner—of-war camp system in the
USSR and conducted the indoctrination and the strategic interro-
gation programs. Only a few of the more importent priéoners with
veluable military information were questioned above army level
by militgry Entelligenée personnel &nd probably &t the sufference
" of the NKVD.‘< Normally, the militery was permitted to interrogate

prisoners only on matters pertaining to the immediate tacticel
situation.

Two agencies other than .ked Army intelligence end the NKVD
were involved in ‘the prisoner—evacuation procedure. These two
organizations were: (1) the iMuin Political Directorate and (2)
Specigl Sections of the NKVD {00 NKVD), succeeded early in 1943
by the Red Army counterintelligence agency knowﬁ as GUKR NKO
(Smersh) .

The Main Political Directorate of the Peoples' Commissariat
of Defense was the £gency chiefly responsible for indoctrinating
prisoners from the time of capture until they were turned over to
the NKVD. This directorate meintained political staffs in the field
headquarters of the Red Army in echelons down to and including
divisions. The principal functions of this agency were the strength-

ening of the Communist party in the Red Army, the political

12
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1ndoctrinatlon of Red Army troops, partisans, and’ 01v111ans in
occupled areas, and the conduct of psychological-warfare in the
field. Persommel were attached to the various staffs as political
officers or "commissars" while others were assigned to troop umits
where they exercised a decisive influence in maintaining morale
‘znd fighting s@irit in the ranks. Prisonere were subjected to a
“detailed interuogation by members of the political sections,
usually at the divisional level.3

Nominally a pefu of the Red Army, the Main Political Directorate
was actually an agency’of and took its orders from the Communist
party. During the war with.Finland, the ranking political'comﬁiesar
of auuhit outrenked the military commander on all matters, incluo;
ing military tactics. The commissars losb their authority on
strictly milltary matters in 1940 (after the Finnish Cdmpalgn), had
this authorilty restored ‘during the military. reverses of the summer
of 1941, but were reduced to the status of .asgistant commanders for
polltlcal matters only in October 1942. “ W

The counterintelligence agencies which had a part in the
prisoner-iueocﬁrinetion program were militery branches of the l'vlll.‘l;,ge"t
surveillance organization which the leaders of the Soviet Unionfy?
have used to discover &nd stamp out all oppositich to the regime.
The agency Wthh first conducted thls counterintelligence functlon o
was the notorlous Cheka, 1ater known as the OGPU. In 1934, the OGPU‘

was incorporated in the Peoples' Commissariat of Internal Affalrs

a8 the GUGB. Surveillance sections of the OGPU which had operated

i
-
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within the Red irmy Were'eniafged end renamed Special Sections
(Osobyj Otdel) of the NKVD (00 NKVD). During the war, the GUGB
Was separated from the NKVD to become the Peoples! 6bmmis§ar£ét

of State Security (NKGB), bub the surveillance functions over the
Red Army were trensferred to the newly organized Main Directorate

of Counterintelligénce (GUKR) under the Peoples! Commissariat of

Defense. This organization was nicknamed Eggggh, a conﬁraction

of two words meaning "Death to the Spies.h ‘Actually, it was =
“ﬁaper" change only.‘ Membefs‘of the 00 NKVD donned Red Army
uniforms, changed their orgenization's name to Smersh, and con~
tinued their surveillance operations as before.

As counterintelligence organizations, the 00 NKVD and §Q§£§Q
were interested only in certcin dategories of prisoners -- specifically,
enemy agents, saboteurs, and subversives, prisoners who had been
ussigned to enemy intelligence and counterintelligence units, and
prisoners who were confirmed "fascists" (members of the Nazi party
or S5 units, important political prisoners, and anti-soviet fanatics
in general). These prisoners were turned over to the 00 NKVD or to
Smersh for interrbgatidn and evacuation. So far as indoctrination
wes concerned, counterintelligence functions were more or less
 negative in that the'fanatically enti-communist elements among the
prisoners were merely isoleted and thus prevented from influéncing

other prisoners. The confirmed fascists were naturally considered

'~ unpromising subjects for pro-communist indoctrination, and many of

these were killed after interrogation, particularly during the early

months of the war.

14
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As has been pygviously noted, Soviet directives concerning

the' tréatment of pfisonersf differed considéx‘*aﬁ]‘.y» from Red Army
practices. Soviet military doctrine emphasized the importance of
teking -large numbers of prisoners, primarily because of their
importance as sources of information. Immediately after the German
invesion; however, hate, combined with poor training and lack of
discipline, resulted in the deliberate murder of most Germen

- prisoners upon thelr surrender or early in the evacuation process.
Whether or not the Soviet high command approved of these killings
is & matter of conjecture, but they were obviously tolerated early
in the war., Military commenders were faced with a critical military
situation and did not pay much attention to the prisonef‘problem.

A number of Russian documents indicate that frentline political

- commissars, who were conducting a violent anti-Germsn propaganda
program among the troops, were responsible for encouraging the
killing of prisoners. By the spring of 1942, however, crucial

_ manpower needs in Russia, plus the need for more information from
prisoners, resulted in changed attitudes and gradually chénging
practices. The Soviet high command began to 1ns1st upon adherence
to regulatlons regardlng the sparlng of prlsoners' llves and their
speedy ercuatlon to the rear under healthful condltlons Wthh
would ensure thelr usefulness as ldborers.b

The v1ctory at Stallngrad early in 1943 marked a turnlng point

in the trectment of Germdn prlsonero. Isolated 1nstunces of the

killing of prlsoners continued to occur, but Red Army d1501p11ne
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improvéd and most of the prisoners were spared during the remeainder
of the ﬁar -~ except for & brief pefibd at the time of Germany's
caﬁitulationé when the Red.Army allegedly éommitted many massacres
in orgles of triumphent cruelty. Evacuation conditions did not
seem to impfové, despite efforts of the Soviet high command, and
mortality rates during evacuation continued high, particularly

" during the winter months. Contrary to orders, Russian soldiers
throughout the war robbed prisoners of practicaliy all’their personal
possessions. 4s & result, many Prisoners, robbed of winter clothing,
died ofzeiposure on the march or in unhested box—cérs d&ring evacu-
ation. Inadeguate medical sérviceé and supélies, poor éanitary con-
diﬁions, overcrowding, and shortages of food, clofﬁing, blankets,
and fuel along the route were factors contributing to a high death
rate among the prisoners.- Japanese prisoners suffered similar
treatment late in 1945 after the Red Army had defesated the forces

of Japan stationed on the mainlund of Asia.

- B. Indoctrination of Prisoners During Evacuation

The 1940 instructions concerning evacuation procedures provided '
for the secregation of prisoners into the fbllowing groups:
(a) officers, (b) noncommissioned officers and "members of militery-
fecist organizations," (c) privetes; (d) deserters, and (e) seriously
wounded and incapacitated persons. Segregation waé to be accomplished
~immediately after the preliminary search and before evacuation to

the battalion collecting point. Such instructions seem to have been
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followed by the Red Army th#ohghouttthe war; except that so-
cailéd "hember of military- fd“Clut organizations! were, in
'practlce, put in a separate group to be turned over to Smersh
(or the 00 NKVD) .

Segregation 6f priscners is practiced by most srmies and has
a praétical value from the standpoint of intelligence; that is,
enlisted men are apt to reveél more information during interrogation
ifAtheifjéﬁperiors have no opportunity to influence or instruct
them afﬁér capture. In the‘Red Army, segregation also served a
purpose in the indoctrination ﬁrogram. Enlisted men, being for
the most part members of the proletariat, were considered the most

- promising subjects for indoctrination: consequently, they were
kept apart from officers who were assumed to more "reactionary"
and who could"be'expected to use their prestige and influence to
resist pro-Soviet indoctrination.

Instructions were provided for the disposal of prisoners cap-
tured by reconnaissance or‘ﬁaftisan units operating behind enemy
lines. In the event that such prisoners could not be conveoyed
‘to Ru%51un lines because of the tactical situation, they were to
be interrogated, supplied with "suitable literature," given a
_brlef 1ndoctr1natlon talk, and released These instructions were,
to say the least, somewhdt unreallstlc and, so far, no records

have core to llght Wthh 1nd1Cate that they were ever followed.
The 1nstruﬂtlons prov1dcd for the inclusion of a ”pOllthal

worker" (politrebotnik) and "political soldiers’ (polit-bayots)
Lot e e e e e e
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in guard-escort groups assigned to conduct large convoys of .

soldiers to the rear. _Political "education," however, was to .

take place only when the convoy was halted. Such procedures

were followed in isolated instances during the war, but these

instructions seem to have been largely ignored, very probably
because they were impractical.

‘The 1940 instructions concerning indocﬁrinatipn of prisoners
during evacuation are significant in that they indicated pre-war
Soviet thinking on the matter df utilizing prisoners of war in
the long-range plan for world revolution. The theoretical basis
for a prisoner-indoctrination program was inherent in communist
doctrine and may be illustréted by & typical observation,
relative to the Red Cross conventions, made by a prémihent.
Marxisn theorist in the early 1930's. According to this theorist,
the most valuable human material was to bé found not-only; among
the soldiers of the USSR, "the real masters and builders of - the
socialist fatherland," but also among the soldiers of the enemy,
the great majority of which were proletarians and, consequently, .
"eventusl allies of the Workers and Pezsants Republic." It
follows that captured proletarians who had been fighting against ;
the USSR would need "re-education" to convert them into "alliesu'

Communist theory regarding prisoners wes largely igngred
in the life and deuth struggle immediately following the Germen
invasion of Russia aﬂd most Germans captured early in the wer,

including the "proletarian" elements, were killed. There are
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indications, however,. tnat certa;n of the leaders did not lose

-~ their communistic 1deals, even when the fortunes of the USSR were

n: at their lowest. For 1nstance, .on: 14 July 1941 less than a

- month aftef the German attack the follow1ng order (in part) was
1ssued by the chief of the polltlcal propaganda sectlon of a
corps. to chiefs of pOllthdl prop&ganda intelligence units and
to deputy commanders for political affairs of sn attached rifle
division:

During the fighting, the party-political work of
the sections has revealed the following defects of a
politically detrimental, snd, more recently, of a criminal
nature.

1. Red Army men-and commanders do not take any
enlisted and officer prisoners in combat. Instinces of
prisoners being strangled and stabbed to death have been
noted. Such conduct towards prisoners of war is polit-
ically detrimental to the Red Army, embitters the soldiers
of the fascist army, impedes the process of subver51on,
end provides the-officer ‘corps of the fascist army with
evidence to be used in lying to their soldiers about "the
terrors" of captivity at the hands of the Red Army, and
in thus stiffening the soldiers! will to resist.

2. To the list of shameful incidents in the --th
Division, & case of robbery has been added. Some Red Army
men rob the prisoners of their personal effects {watches,
pocket knives, razors, etc.). Such incidents wndermine
the dignity as well as the authority of the Red Army

. . . . s e . e . . . . . [} . . . . . . E s =& . ] - . .

In view of the above, I order as follows:

1. Enlist &ll the means of ;party-political activity
- to explain personally to units and sub-units the harmful

effects of such conduct towards prisoners of war, aside
from the fact that it is unworthy of the Red Army. Explain
that the Germsn soldier —- worker end peasant -- does not
fight of his own free will; that the German soldier ceases
to be an enemy when he becomes.a priscner of war. Take
&ll necessary measures to capture enlisted men and

19
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particularly officers. Put’an immediate stop to all
instances of looting. Inform the commends, political
sections, and Party and Komsqmol orgunizations that the
possessions of the prisoners and the dead, .such as
weapons, and especially dispatch pouches and documents
found on off'icers, are to be ‘Porwarded to. division head-
quarters. FPersonal belongings of the prisoners . . .
are not to be taken from them. Hemember that prisoners
are permitted to keep ull their personsl belongings and
to wear their uniforms, even their decorations.

T oo b e e e e s e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s

On 3 October 1941, the ilain Political Direétoratevissued an
order entitled "Directive Concerning the Political Interrogation
of Captured Enlisted and Officer Personnel.® This directive
specified the conteht of the questions to be asked and the methods
ﬁo be used in the interrogation of prisongrs by personnel of the
political sections atteched to Red army héadquarters iﬁ;the field
(usually at division levei): Although primarily concefned with
interrogation, the dlrbctlve is 31gn1flcant from the standpoint
of indoctrination and was 1bbued, it will be remembered, at &
time when the Red Army was still killing most prisoners. The
opening sentence of the directive stated: "From the moment of
his cépture by the Red army and during the entire duration.of his
captivity, the enemy enlisted mén (officer) must be under éontinuous
indoctrination by political workers." The basic objectives of this
indoctrination were:

&, To discover, unmask, and isolate fuscist elements;

b. To arouse class consciousness sand to re-eductte aidng

antifascist lines the soldiers who were deceived by Hitler

and his henchmen;

c. To round up soldiers of antifascist conviciion an& to

give them & comprehensive political indoctrination.

<0
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The political interrogation of prisoners of war was to pursue

the following objectives:

a. To ascertain the political and moral zttitude of
interrogated pergonnel;

b. To uscertain:the political and moral condition of the
unit in which the prisoners served; :

¢. To determine the type of ideological training which

the soldiers had received as well as the subject matter

of such training and the topics used in discussion;

d. To obtain information on the effect of Russian propea-

gunds and on antifascist activity emong the enemy's /front-
qgl;p§7 troops and the army rear area.
.je. To indoctrinate the prisoner morally and politically

80 as to unmeask fescism and arouse sympathies for the Workers!

Council among the elements which were socially aking;

fv Tp collect material and information whiéh might he

important to Russian propaganda efforts directed at the
cenemy's troops and population.

Although this directive was issued in the fall of 1941, it
¢ ovés wodds-doubtful whether or not the political sections were able to
JERE adhere to any part of it in & systematic manner for a matter of
several months. By the end of 1942, howevef, the tactical situation
had improved, firm discipline had been restored in the Red Army,
prisoners were teken in ever increasing numbers, and practicully
all prisoners were subjected to an exhaustive political interrogation
during the evacuation process. During this interrogation, personnel
of the political sections made an attempt to cchieve the objectives
outlines in the 1941 directive.

. During the political interrogation, in which the questions were

1 , ,
interspersed with propagendistic. adjurations, some few prisoners who

{ DR EN 21 .
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appeared'tb be sympathetié to the Soyiet cause were solicited to
participate in psychological-warfare activities, such &s prepering
leaflets, returning to their own lines to bring back deserters,
and delivering loudspeaker propagsnda broadcasts on the front lines.
Apparently, they did not solicit prisoners to bear arms against
Germany nor did the Russians attempt to activate units made up of
German prisoners to fight ageinst Germeny, despite numerous rumors
thet General Walter von Seydlitz Kurzbach and Field Marshal Friedrich
Paulus were leading such movements. The Russians, suspicidus_even
of their own troops, did not trust Germen collaboraters to this
extent.lo Some few individusls were entrusted with reconncissence
sctivities within the Germen lines or with espionage missioﬁs in
Germany, bﬁf only after comparatively long periods of observation,
indoetrination, and treining. Many individusls undertaking such
missions did so only to retgrn to their own lines where they geve
themselves up immediaﬁely.ll

The Main Politié;l'siréctorute no doubt made good use of
informetion received from prisoners in the psychological-werfare
program and were also zble to make preliminary classifications of
pro-Soviet, potentially stpathetic, and reactionary or "fascistice"
elements for purposes of segregation. Tpey seem to have fallen' far
short of their ideal of keépiné tﬁé prispners "under continuous
indoctrination by political workers" during evacustion. The emphasis

upon speed and the actual conditions existing in a combat arés seem
, ‘ , Vo
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to have precluded the instituting of & systematic indoctrination
program in the field.

As hus been noted, the 00 NKVDl;pdlﬁggggg had only & negative
function in the indoctrination program; Spies, "fascists," and
other categories of prisoners turned over to these,prganizations
were considered, for the most part, incorrigible reactionaries,
and little if any attempt was made to indoctrinate them. iost of
those who survived the evacuation process were eventuzlly convicted
of war crimes and convicted to long terms of impr}sonment in the
notorious "labor cuamps" of the Soviet Union. Frqmmtime to time,
however, enemy agents who had been apprehended were, subverted or
ﬁtwisted around" to become agents for the Soviets. Individuals
selected for such missions wére usually of some nationality other
than German and their consent to act as "double-agents" was achieved
by coercion or promise of feward rather than by indoctrination and
persuusion. An agent whose home was in &n aret controlled by the
Soviets was considered a choidé candidate éor such missions since
the safepy of his family could be threétened if he feiled to co-
operafoe.12 7

On 8 July 1943, Stalin issuéd Oraer l7i‘tp which frequent refer-
ence was made in both Russian and defmén propaganda.JZIn this order,
Stalin allegedly ordered the Soviet armed forces to sccord prisoners
of war especially good rations and good treatment.' The purpose of
vthe order was to encourage the dessertion of Germen. soldiers.: Selected

prisoners, after a period of good treatment, were to be sent back to
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their own lines to persuade their comrades to stop fighting and
1

desert to the Red Army. ’ By this order, humsnitarien treatment
of prisoners became both a method of indoctrination and & militery
tactic. Such efforts as were made by the Soviets in this direction
were not particulurly successful since Germen soldiers were well
aware of what would really happen to them in Russian ceaptivity.
Furthermore, the Kussians found they could not trust meny of the
German prisoners who promised to curry out sﬁbversive nissions.

After the founding of the "Nutional Committee for Free Germeny™"
(en ussociation of Germen prisonmers orgenized in 1943), members of
the committee went to the front from time to time, met with Germen
prisoners soon after cupture, end solicited them to co—opefate in
.. the "Free-Gerwzny" movement. Other Germuns who had been won over
to the Soviet casuse in the cump indoctrination program, the so-

1

_called "antifus" or Muctivists," conducted similar sctivities.

Interrogations of prisoners, even in the lowest echelons of
the Fed Army, often had a strong politicel flavor. The interrogstor
would boast about the accomplishments of the Soviet Union, criticize
Germeny and its leaders, wnd indulge in propeganaistic discourses
between questions. Such behavior wus more & manifestation of the
nodern Liussian's crusading spirit than a plenned phese of the
indoctrination program. At times, of course, the political aspects
of an interrogation were a deliberate pert of the interrogator's
tecinique. Excursions into politics were designed to throw the
prisoner off guard, to enger him, or to cause him to reveal his
politicezl sympathies.
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Another device used to propegandize prisoners soon after
cepture was to have them read letters or dieries of officers found
on ceptured or dead German personnel. The material selected wes
designed to demoralize the prisoners by illustreting the decadence
of the German officer class or by demonstrating the defeatism
prevelent in the German Army toward the end of the war'l5

At times, prisoners who revealed pro-Soviet attitudes in their
first interrogation were selected to-gO»back to their lines end in-
duce their comrades to desert. Individusls vssigned such missions
were given propaganda "pep talks,! regaled with good food, tobacco,
snd liquor, promised favored treatment in the future, and slipped
back across the lines with instructions concerning the time and
place to return with deserters. Other prisoners, whether sympathetic
or not, were sometimes_required to sign prepered statements for use
48 propegundsa or were forced to write personal letters‘to comrades
telling the latter of the good treatment they would receive if they
would desert.16 Such activities, while meking use of superficial
indoctrination techniques, were conducted for tactical reasons &s
a part of the psychological-warfare program rather than of the

indoctrination program.

R5

A EE TR Eee SRCUR P TIRORI X IR -2



ApeB BT RAEIEFSe 20 HERTRITRPFERTGHRPATN HON2

CHAPTER IV

THE PRISONER_OF- WAR-CAMP SYSTEM
IN THE USSR

A. The Main Directorate of Prisoner-of-War Camps

During end after World War II, the prisoner-of-war camp system
in the Soviet Union fell under the jursidiction of the Peopleé'

Commissariat of Internal Affairs, better known by the alphabetical

designation NKVD (Narodny Kommissariat Vnutrennikh Del). In 1946,

this commissariat was elevated to the status of a ministry, resulting

in & change of title to MVD (Ministerstvo Vnutrennikh Del). The

organization and functions of the NKVD, however, uﬁderwent little
or no change when it became the MVD, and the two terms will be
used interchangeably in this text, according to the time at which
eﬁents under discussion took_place.

The principal mission of the NKVD was the maintenance of
internal security.l Uniformed troops of the NKVD conducted
fr&ntier and coastal patrols and security operations in the rear

 areas bf combat zoneé. .Among pther‘responsibilities, the NKVD
'controlled all local police and fire departments, maintained
special troops for use against sabotage and insurrection, was:
respgnsible for passive air-defense measures, had responsibilities
in tﬁe conduct of partisen warfare, and conducted other typés of

' counterintelligence and security activities. The labor-camp
system (prison camps for "political" and ordinary criminals) and
many prisoners in the USSR were under the NKVD.-2 Control of prison

lebor, both domestic prisoners and prisoners of war, involved:the

NKVD»iﬁ extensive construction, mining, fishing, and development
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projects. Providing manpower for conéﬁruction and maintenance of
&ll roads and highways, for instance; wag one o;.thg.responsibil—
ities of this commissariat.

The organizational structure of the NKVD consisted of approxi-

mately eleven main directoretes (Glavnoye Upravleniye). Some of

these directorates ha&gpounterpartpuin governments of the various
republics of the USSR: others, such as the ilzin Directorate of
Prisoner-of-War Camps, were "All-Union® orggnizations which directed
their operations from Moscow without reference to the republics.

Only generalized information is available on the organizational
structure of the uain Directorete bf Prisoner-of-Wur Cemps. The
following discussion is buseu on reports by Germen and Japanese
repatriates, both groups of which seem to agree on nost particulars.3

Japunese sources indicate that a so-calied Administretion
Control Bureau (Kanri Kyoku) wus estabiished in each republic or
province where prisoners of wer were interned. This burezu was
responsible directly to the Main Directorute of Prisoner-of-War
Camps 1in Moscow und was divided into seven sections: - Labor, Person-
nel, Political, Health, Planning, Supply, and Counterintelligeﬁce.
The area over which an Administration Control Buresu had jurisdiction
wiug divided into districts (Chiku). In each district was established
& headquarters which administered the operation of prisoner-of-war
camps located in that district.4

Aveileble Germen sources meke no mention of the administration

Control Bureaus. According to them, the Soviet Union was divided into
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~ districts in each of which was established a headquarters -designated
as a District Directorate'of'the Affairs of Prisoners and Internees
responsible directlj to the MainvDirectorate in Moscow.5 The
commander at district level‘was responsible for appointing the
camp commanders within his district. At least three officers
served on the staff of the district commander: (1) a political
officer in cherge ofAthe prisoner-indoctrination program which
included the operation of & school for the advanced tfaining of
prisoners selected from the cemps; (2) an operations officer in
charge of interrogations and investigations, and (3) a senitetion
officer (présumably in charge of housekeeping operations).

A camp commander (nachalnik lagera) was assisted by & staff

which included officers in charge of the following sections: mess
supply, clothing supply, political, labor, finance, and administration
and transport.

The canmps were{assigned guard and escort personnel by the Main

Directorate of NKVD Troops in Moscow. A District Directorate for

directed such troops at the district level. A so-called Command

of an MVD Escort and Convoy Gsrrison (Nachalnik Garnison Konvoinikh

0

Voisk MVD) was the ldﬁest echelon (camp level) in this branch of
the MVD troops.’ Guafdfﬁersonnel was essigned to an ordinery camp
et a ratio of oné”guard for every twenty to sixty prisoners.
Romanian and Slovek deserters were often used as guards.for Germen

prisoners and were usually cruel and malicious in their treatment
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of Germans. In meny instances, skilled workers or technicians
smong the prisoners were assigned individually or in small groups
to labor insfallations under very little supervision. Lerge gengs
of prisoners doing heavy labor sometimes were virtuzlly without
gusrds during the working dsy, iE being elmost impossible to meke
good an escape from deep in the interior of Russic. Labor gangs of
. prisoners were often put under the command of collaborating priscners
who were more strict end overbearing than most of: the Russian guards.
The prisoner-of-war cump communder (Chief of Camp Administretion)
was responsible only for mutters of ceamp administration and militery
security measures; to a certecin extent, he Earried out his duties
through &n organization consisting of ranking prisoners who performed
necessary administrative tusks and acted asg liaison between the Soviet
- commander and the prisoners.7 The chief of the NKVD &ssigned to the
cemp,. however, wes the finﬁl authority in all metters pertsining to
“the operation of the camp, &nd he could overrule the camp commender
on administrative matters if he wished. The chief of the NKVD of a
cump was called the "political commissar" by the prisoners and was
direétly responsible for the indoctrination and interrogation progrems,
politicul schooling, and the confinement, release, and transfer of
prisoners. The commissar also worked closely with the lubor officer
in the metter of assigning prisoners to labor projects &nd in the
~setting of work quotas. The politicul commisser was usually not
higher in rank then & first lieutensznt (end wes sometimes & woman),

but he outranked the camp commander, often e« lieutenant colonel or
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goionel, even in matters of socisl protocol such as the seating
arrangeme;lts on a stage at a meeting.9

Beginning in 1946, the prisoner-camp-administration group'

and the so-called Aktiv, an organization of politically trained
and reliable collaborating prisoners, were gradually merged so
that senior Aktiv members gradually usurped camp administrétive

Ebosiﬁions formerly held by ranking (but non-collaborating)

- pfiééners.lo Thus, the political commissar, who directed the
-;activiﬁies‘of the éEEiE: came to have an even more powerful control
over bhé destinies éf the prisorers.

Since the indoctrination of prisoners wus & reSpon51bL11ty

of the political commissar, a knowledge of'the cnaracterlstlcs

of & typical commissar is of 1mportance to an undurstandlng of the

indoctrination methods which he used.

The Bolshevik leaders sucéeeded af‘a véry early date in

~ fostering a uniform type of leader thréughout Russia. These

.lesders were chosen from the ranks of the Communist pértyignd given
Yetrs of special training to fit them for a variety of poéitions.
Their ildeological training wes un1f01m throughout, resultﬂng in a
singleness of purpose and e uniformity of method employed to zttain
the Communist goal. The political commissars of the prlsoner—of—
war camps may be considered profotYpes of the true Communist.

The true Communist is filled with a fanaticism derived from
his faith in warxism. He is a révdlutionary and is ruthless in

his methods of achleving his objectives. He is a complete
31
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materialist, acknowledges no God, end considers everything, ever -

& humén being, &5 matter to be formed and molded according to- the
Communist plan. His faith in the righteousness of the class

struggle permits a moral code which recognizes no humanitarian or
‘chivalrous limitations in his dealings either with individusls or.
states. Any means which cen be used to achieve the Communist goal

of world revolution are right aﬁd good. These churacteristics of

& communist are related to his éimé and are strikingly revesled

in the methods used by politicel commissers to indoctrinate prisoners

11
of war.

B. Camp Conditions

A prisoner-of-war ccmp was'designated'by (2 n;mber_&nd coﬁld
consist of & main camp and several sub-camps. The latter were
designated by the number of the main cemp followed by the number

of the sub-cemp (e.g., Cump No. 726 and its sub-cemps, 726/1,
726/2, and 726/3). Cemp sreas often covered hundreds of square
miles, sub—camps‘being set up near labor projects or factories‘to
reduce the time consumed in going to and from work. The sub-cemps
fregquently housed more prisoners tEan the mein camp. |

According to (German so*unr-ces,l‘< the following genersl tjpes
of prisoner-of-war camps existed in the Soviet Union: "

1. Labor Campé: These comprised about 95 per ceﬁ£ of the

camps and contained prisoners of all rinks except éeﬁéral

officers. all prisoners from the rank of privute through

1
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" captain were requlred to work. Staff officers were occasionally
requlred to work, contrary to orders from Moscow,

2. Staff Officers' Camps: There were several staff officers!

camps quartering a total of approximately 2,500 officers.
Living conditions and treetment were poor in most of these
camps. Staff officers were segregated from other prisoners
to prevent them from exercising any influence 6ver junior
officers and enlisted men.

3. General Officers! Camps: These apparehtly existed in

‘conjunction with staff officers! camps. A few highFranking
" individusls, such as Field Marshal Paulus and Géneral Sydelitz,
7 ooeld
were provided separate quarters with comparatively luxurious

- gurroundings.

- 4. Convalescence Ceamps: From 1946 to 1948, each ﬁéjor

administrative district contsined a camp whereﬁph&sically
weakened prisoners were sent to convalesce. Thefté of food

by the Soviet personnel, however; érecluded any féal improvement
'in the prisoners' health. Since prisoners in these camps could
not work to earn additional food rations (a privilege granted
sbout this time), they were often worse off than prisoners in
labor camps;

- 5. Opecial Camps: Most of the prisoners in these camps were

specialists. Some camps were set up for the 1nterrogatlon of
experts in various industrial flelds, SClentlsts, and military

«v 7+ specialists; others existed in conjunction with special
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iﬁdustrial enterprises. Specific”clésses of prisoners, sﬁch
as those who at one time had held diplomatic assignments or
who had traveled abrozd (suspected 'of esplonage), were segregated
in special cemps. The so-called "state-cbntfolled camps"

/Tegie-Lager/, to which all allegec pdlitical of fenders of

~entire units were sent.in 1949, are included among the special
cemps. A very few "model cemps" were set up to impress foreign
visitors or high~fanking German prisoners whom the Soviets
were attempting to subvert. Living conditions, even in theS]e—3
cemps, were far from the ideel visitors were led to belleve.
6. Penal Camps: ALl jrisoners who displayed anti-Communist
“attitudes or who otherwise offended those pro-Soviet prisoners
in positions of zuthority over other prisoners were sent to
.£ﬂesé d;mps. The heavy physical labor performéd by priscners
in these camps led to physical collapse after a maxinum of

threé:ﬁonths.

» 7.""Silence Canmps" /gchweigelageﬁ7: ' This category includes

some of the camps listed under 5 and 6, about which detailed

information is lackiné. The term "silence cemp" arose from

the fact that some or &ll of the prisoners in these camps were

forbidden to send and receive mail.

These seven generul categories have been listed because they
represent & realistic classification based on observed differences
between the various types of cetmps; the official Soviét clagsification

bused on administrative differences wes undoubtedly quite different.
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In addition to camps, the NKVD operated many prisbns, in-
éluding the notorious Lublanka Prison in Mosqgw. Practically no
prisoﬂéfs of war were held in such prisons. Exceptf§or occasional
’ﬂigh—fahking officials of the enemy who fell into quiet hands

(Hans Fritszsche, for instance) and suspected enemy agents, these
'.institutions were used to incarcerate domestic politiecal offenders.l4
Prisoner-of-war camps were scattered throughout the Soviet

ﬁUnion and were generally located in the vicinity of work projects.
Tﬂe camps varied greatly in size‘and in their physical set-up
vaccording to the bﬁrpose of the cemp and the availability of shelter.
Almost invariably there was too little shelfer, and overcrowding
was the result. Accommodations renged from old monastaries con-
verted forwpfiéoner use in the so-called model camps to earthen

| bunkers with éfass roofs in forest areas. Brick factory buildings
end wooden barracks in industrial areas, wooden huts or barracks
‘An:moré:sparselﬁ populated regions, and tents in the warmer aress
ﬁére coﬁmdn typés of billets. Camps often had.-to be bullt by the
prisoners themselves after they had arrived at a work site.

Pfisonérs either slept on the ground or on tiers of wooden

shelves which served as bunks. They were fgrfunate if there was
‘étraw to sleep on, blankets being rare in most camps; barely enough
roonm wﬁs provided for all the men to .sleep at one time. The
priéohers‘huddiéd together for warmth end contagious diseases flour-
iéhed, Windowé, if there were any, were generally broken; fuel for
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the rude stoves was scarce during cold weather; and the b&llets
were infested with vermin.

The compounds were»normally surrounded by several barbed wire
fences or wooden fences topped with wire. Gates were heavily guarded;
watch towers equipped with searchlights were spotted at intervals
around the perimeter of the camp; trained dogs were sometimes used
to patrol the ares outside the fences. Washing and latrine facili-
ties were usually in the open. Every camp had a jail or "punishment
bunker"” which usually consisted of a number of underground, solitary-
confinement cells, wnlighted and unheuted. Each camp also had &
hospital, but conditions in these institutions were littlé better,
us & rule, than in the billets. Wedical supplies were entirely
inadequate and'sdrgical facilities were primitive. German doctors,
under the supervision of Soviet medical personnel, were assigned
to each camp and won praise from other prisoners for their devotion
to their duties. Camp living conditions end the lack of medicine,
however, prevented effective application of their labor and knowledge.

Officers! canps were more comfortabie, comparatively speaking,
‘than those for enlisted men. Certain of the camps where: specialists
were interrogated or where selected prisoners were sent for advanced
political treining ("entifa" schools) provided excellent accommodations
similar to the best furnished for Red Army troops. Practically ﬁo
information is available on the punishment or "sitent camps," but
i£ may be assumed that conditions in these cemps Were even more

rigorous than in the worst of those for enlisted men. Quarters for
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'éamp—administration persommel and gusrds were better than those

.= provided for the prisoners, although poor by western standards.

The low standards of living in Russia must be kept in mind
‘when Sovliet prison-camp conditions are under discussicn. Many
former German prisoners who have complained of sub-human living
conditions and of brutalytreatment have qualified thelr statements
v by admlitting that the average Russian farm or factéry worker fared
little better. The lot of Soviet citizens imprisoned in '“labor
‘camps™ (prlooners convicted of war crimes were also put in these

15

camps) were even worse than that of prisoners of war. The same

‘general methods of control used to keep the Russian masses obedient
and to win them over to the revolutionary  aims of communism were

16

used with prisconers of war.

C. Prisoner Treatment

General

| The treatmeﬁt of prisoﬁérq of ﬁéf in fhe SovieTJUhion bore
a direct relatlonshlp to the prlsoner -indoctrination program, that
is, harsh treatment was used as a coercive method of 1ndoctr1nat10n,
the promise of better treatment was used as an inducement to col-
laborate, and good treatment was ex§101ted for its propagande value.
Collaborating prlsoners who had been given ch01ce posts of authority
over the other prisoners enjoyed comparatlvely superior quarters
and rations as pé;t of tﬁei}iréwafd for throwing in their lot with

o b

the Soviets.v The collaborators aléd received more and better tobacco
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then ordinary prisoners; normally, clgarettes were LSSUBd at the
r&tu of one or two & day per prlspner and were made of mghorku,
the poorest quality of Russian tobacco.

Practically no new clothing or footwesr was issued to prisoners
until long after the war. Having been robbed of most of their warmer
clothing soon after capture, the prisoners as a group were under-—
clothed and suffered greatly from exposure during cold weather. What
clothlng thb] had qu1ckly beCQme ragged and filthy; worn—out qhoes
were replaced with wrappings of rags. Prisoners, nevertheless, were
mude to work for long hours ir below-freezing temperatﬁres; frost-
bitten limbs and sickness Eaused by exposure resulted in a high
césualty rate among prisoners who were forced to work inﬂﬁhe open.

The slow starvation suffered by prisoners in Russia seems to
have been the most agonizing feature of their imprisonment and over-
shadows all else in accounts of their sufferings by returneés from
the Soviet Union. Hunger is one of the most demoralizing experiences
_to whieh & man can be subjected.‘ It made proud GermanAstaff officers
rummage In garbuge cans for bits of food, and manf e prisoner betrayed
his comrades for wn extra slice of bread. Prisoners who failed to

meet the-almost.impossible Work‘quotas were punished by a reduction
of theif aiready inadequate‘rations: they were spurred to greater
efférts by promises df extra‘food if théy would exceed the qﬁotas.
The one most effective inducement to accépt, or pretehd to accept,
communist doctrines seems to have been the comperatively lavish
rations enjoyed b& collaborators. Undernourishment competed with

epidemic diseases as the principal cause of the high death rate in
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the prisoner—of-war camps.

There 1s much ev1dence to 1ndicate tkat the;Sov1et leaders
heve used hunger dellberauely as thelr most 1mportant method of
control," not only over prlsoners of war but also over the population
of Russia. This theory is one whlch haS been expounded at length
by various Germen repatristes.

The quantity and quélity of rations vearied froﬁ oamp to camp
and' at”different times dufihg the war and the post;war period.

- The standard ravion, howevef, seems to have consioted of thin
vegetable soup three times & dey along with 300 to 600 grams of
black bread of very poor guality. This ration wao not only in-
adequate and'poorly baiaﬁced froom' food-value étandpoint but it
was alsé incredibly monotonous. Alarmed at the high @eath rdte in
the camps in 1943, when priscners who survived the battle of
Stalingrad claimed they were receiving only 50 grams of breaoAa
day, the Soviet hlgh commend apparenfi& established a ration fo*
prisoners in 1944 which provided a total of 2,300 calories per day
for enlisted men and 2,500 per day for hard laborers and offlcer
prisoners. Even this standard was inadequate and was not meo in
nost camps. The situationiwas aggravated by corfuption aﬁoné Soviet
officials: underfed guards stole prlsoner rations and greedy camp

- commanders diverted supplles into the blaCk market.‘ ‘

It wes not until late 1946 that the food rations began.to
improve. At times, the prisoners received a lltt?e pdy for their

. l ke 3

- work, but durlng the war there was llttle or no way of purchasing
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extra food. Beginning in 1947, prisoners began to recelve a
fairly substantial wege for their labor, & large portion of which °
was deducted for "living expenseé," but wiﬁh what remained they
were able to buy small amounts of food and othér items. After
the currency conversion reform in December 1947, prisoners were
ablévto buy food at official prices. This improved the situstion
for prisoners to & marked degree, although mény‘prisoners noted
little change until 1949. A majority of bofh German and Jepariese
returnees from Ruesien prison camps required special medical treat-
ment becuuse of the malnutrition and the general mistreatment they
had suffered.l7

All prisoners were required to work with the exception of
the very‘sick and the higher ranking officers. The gquota (norm)
system, hated by Kussiun workers, was used with prisoner lebor to
get us much work out of them as possible. Under this system, &
time limit was set beforehand for the accomplishment of & certain
amount of work, the amount inverisbly being greater then had
ordinerily been accomplished within that time limit. This system
resulted in eight to fourteen-hour workdays, six days z week, the
prisoners being forced to work as long as neéessary to complete the
quota; If the prisoners met the quota by working fester or by
meens of supérior orgsnization and skill, they were penezlized by
being givéﬁ higher quotas. If they failed to meet the norm, they
haed to work longer hours or, perhaps, suffered & reduction of their
ulready inadequate rations —- & punishment which resulted in étill

lower production. Camps where the prisoners worked in stone guarries,
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in lunber nills, at road“éoﬂstfﬁcﬁion, exeavating, and mising boos e
known &s 'death camps." Skilled prisoners put to Work in factories
usually fared better since they were eble, &5 a ruia to ;urp :s the
procuction of Russian workers and were fuavored by the factory
managers who were, themselves, under relentless pressure to 1ncrnan,
preduction.  After working long hours, the prisoners were forced to
perform various camp duties and to attend propagands laetures or
political meetings several evenings & week. |
Discipline in the camps wes severe. [Even minor infractions

df thé'rules'often resulted in harsh typés of punishment sﬁﬁhlas
solitury confinement or & reduction of rations. Informers among

the priscners reported infractiqns to camp suthorities promptly.
Camp guards were frequently brutal and beat prisoners who lagged

on the march, worked slowly, or otherwise incurred their displeasure.
Such conuuct was sguinst the rules; but ﬁﬁe guards were seldém teaken
to tusk by their superiors for mistreating prisoners. Interrogations
usuully tock place at night, and &« priscner under 1nvest1gotlon wes
sometimes questioned night after nlght but would have to contlnue
nis regular day—time work schedule. Prisoners who refused to CcOo~
operate with their interrogators or who were suspscted of lying |
underwent third-degree methods of interrogation, inclgding unusual
forms of physical cruelty, solitary confinement, and syééemaﬁic
starvation which frequently left them mental end physicél wrecks.,

Added to the physical mistriatment to which prisoners were sub-

Jjected was the wental égony which most of them suffered. Imprisonment
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is & demoralizing mental experience, evén under the best of
physical circumstances. This espect of imprisonment was in-
tensified in the Soviet Union by the atmosphere of fear which
vias deliberately created in the prison camps. Fear of non-repatria-

.Ation seems to have been the most disintegrating emotion suffered
by most prisoners, but competing with this wes fear of death, fear
of denunciation by & fellow prisoner, fear of more sgwungibySical.
mietreatment, and worry about their families at home. The Soviets
permitted pructically no exchange of prisoner meil until about
1947.18

The demoralizing effect of fear was augmented by the Soviet
. technique of keeping the prisoners in alternating stetes of hope
and despair. The method used was simply to make but not fulfill
promises. A characteristic of Communists is their "unparelleled
impudence in lying," to guote = German writer on the SubjeCt.lg
A Communist will lie glibly at any time snd on any occasion if by
lying he C&n‘further the communistic progrem. Time and ageln the
political commissars made promises to the prisoners; almost invari-
ably the promises were troken. Wenting to believe, the prisoners
were suqtalneu by hope for a seeson; when it beczme obvious that
tne promlse wss broken, they would be plunged in desyalr. One of
fhe most alabolicaL of Soviet pructices wus to put a prlsonest
nane on & reputrlutlon 1ist zud then remove him from the shlpment

at the Last moment. Freguently, & prisoner ‘would 4CtUully be

p LAY
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entreined with a shipment of returnees, only to beb

R .

eken off and
sent back to camp before the train reuched the Russieﬁlborder‘
Recreation facilities were not provided in most caggs, nor
wes there much time for recréatioﬁ, particularly in the lgbor camps.
Reading matter, if any, was ususlly pro-Soviet literature. Reli~ .
gilous WOrship services were pefmitted,in various camps from time
to time, but prisoners who p&fticipated in the services were re—
garded with suspicion and were liable to be discriminated against. .-
by camp authorities. - | e
PriSoners who -did not die from etarvation, overwork,»or
exposure were weekéned by thelr living conditions,-and they fell
eagy prey to epldemlcs which swept through the camps Dlptherla,
typhus, choler&, spot fever, and malaria were the most common
epldemic disesses. Dysentery, edema, dystrophy, ‘and other con-
dltlons brought on by malnutrition or 1mproper diet took a heavy
toll. It was not uncommon for 4 camp of hundreds of men to be
reduced to & mere handful within a period of a few months.
AbEut once = month, prisoners in most camps were mustere& for
& cursory medical exeminstion ahd divided into six classes ranging
from healthy to very sick. The flrst two classes were quulred to
work elght or ‘more hours a day; clqs es three and four had to work
six and fou1 hours a ggy, respectively; elsss five wes put in a

convalescent company uluss sixz consisted of those sufferlng

from extreme malnutrition (dystrophy - progressive muSCul“r atrophy) .

43
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Classes five and six did not have to work eand were put on a ration
of 3,000 calories per day. In 6ne camﬁ in 1947, 125 out of & totfi
of 700 survivors of Stalingrad fell into the lust two categories.‘
One prisoner reported that the'physical examination in his camp
consigsted of an attempt by & Soviet doctor or nurse to plnch the
exposed buttock of the prisoner. If there wég enéﬁgh flesh remain-
ing to pinqh between the ﬁhumb and forefinger, the‘prisoner wes

22
considered strong enough to work.

Phases of Prisoner Trestment

A'shoft.dascussion of prisoner-of-war trestment in the USSR
must'of neéessity be highly generalized and cannot teke Into account
many deviations from the more common practices which have been
- desgcribed in this chaﬁter. of iﬁportance to this study,‘ﬂowever,
are the chahging prectices to which prisoners in the Séﬁiet Union *
were subjeéted. According to former German prisoners, there were
five distinct phases in Soviet methods of handling prisoneré;of
war betﬁeen 1941 =nd 1950.23

-Pﬁase One begsn wifh the'German attack on Russla in June 1941
and lgstgd until;theispriﬁg Af 1942. ‘The number of prisoners taken
&li&e was very-smali, but those who survivgdﬁcapture and evacuation
seen f§ have beeﬁ treaﬁed comnaratively Weil once>they reached a
prisoner¥of—war camp. Except for a few reports from égéapees, little

information is available; it would appear that practiééiij‘nO“

individuals ceptured during this phase e rvived the six or seven

. M
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years of imprisonment which took place’befdre the Russians began
their’repatrigtion program. Reports.from & few German officers
captur?d ;qu94l indiczte that the Soviets conducted a planned
indoctrination program with prisoners' during this phase, but the
approach was more or less indireét'and little pressure was exerted
to secure co-operation.

Phase Two began in the spring of 1942 and laéted nine or ten
months, thet is, until the Battle of Stelingrad. The number of
prisonqrs taken was s8till small and there heve been few survivors,
slthough prisoners were apparently still treated feirly well in
the camps. The need for prisoner-labor and priéohér—information

~ strongly influenced a change in Soviet policy concerning priéoners
during this period. Red Army soldiers received stfict orders to
spare prisoners' lives; the prisoner-interrogation érbgram under-
went reorganization and the prisoner—indootrinatiqn program in the
CampsAreceived more emphasis.

Phase Three began with the Battle of Stalingrad (December 1942
to early Februsry 1943) and continued wntil Germany's capitulation
in May 194575 Beginning with Stalingrad, huge numbers of prisoners
fell into Russian hands. . The Soviets were in desperate need of
ganpower: therefore, Moscow ordered that the lives zand strength of
prisoners be preserved so that more work could be seéured from them.
Rations and living conditions did improve in some cémés, but the
prisonerg were forced to perform very hard labor and large numbers

of them were literally worked to death. Recuperation and convalescence
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camps for prisoners were established, but comparatively few
prisoners benefited f;om these facilities. The prisoner-inter-
rogation program was wéll organized and functioned efficiently.
The indoctrination programwreceived impetus and new direction with
the promulgation of a l&?%énécéle‘insurrectioﬁ plan in the form of
the National Committeewfér Free Germeny. This Committee, the German
Officers! Associatibn,”éﬁd various "clubs" orgenized for the same
general purpose of inciting rebellion sgeinst the Nazi regime were
gradually being supplanted by the "entife" (anti-fascist) movement
by the end of hostilities. The ofdinary prigoner of war in & labor
‘camp was subjected fa & fairly well-organized bﬁt not very effective
program of indoctrination which consisted of evening "political
neetings, lectures, and group discussions. Attendance at these
meetings was ostensibly voluntary but actually compulsory. Selected
converts of‘communism were sent to Mantifa" schools and, after
_qupleting their treining, were given more und more reéponsibility
fﬁr the Pperation of fhe camps snd the indoctrination program (under
close superyision of Soviet camp authorities).

Phase Four begun in May 1945 end continued until the sutumn
of 1947. The end of hostilities was marked by en immediete and
severe deteriorstion in the trestment accorded prisoners of war by
the Soviets. Hundreds of thousends of Germens who surrendered
en messe after the capitulation were herded intc prison camps end
forced to work for the Soviet Union. The principle of the collective

guilt of the German people formulated by the Allies was used by the

Co
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- Soviets as a pretext to triat the prisdners as Sutlaws and to use

" them as "living reparations." Thousands were massacred ﬁbon

..surrender, and thousands more died in the camps from ovefwork,

. starvation, exposure, disease, or violence. Former German prisoners
refer to this phase as "the punishment years." the indoctrination
program in the camps was practically dropped and little httempt was
made to win new converts to communism. The National Commlttee for
Free Germany and similar organizations (having served théir purpose)
fell into discard and were replaced by the antifa movémenﬁ} In their
interrogation program, the Soviets concentrated on learning every-—

. thing the Germens knew about the western pOWers, pafticularly about

 Great Britain and the United States. They 5150 compiled a detailed
history of Germany's part in the paust war. All pretense of desiring
& democratic Germany or Japan wes dropped by the Soviets, and the
true nature of their plan to bring these countries Within the Soviet
orbit became obvious. Toward the end of this phase, the Soviets
elso dropped all pretehée’of'friendship with their erstwhile allies
and began a propaganda campaign of hate agalnst Englaﬁd and America.

Phase Five began in the latter half of 1947 and, fér pufposes
of this study, lasted until the Soviets’announced'fhe Eompletion of
their repatriation program early in 1950. At an Allievaowefs con-
ference in april 1947, it was agreed that all prisoneféwéf Wé; would
be repatriated by the end of 1948 (an sgreement which tﬁé Soviets
failed to fulfill). The various governments, inoludiﬂé the USSR,

" submitted their repatriation plans in August 1947, after which
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- prisoners in.tnelSoviet Uhion noticed a marked change in Soviet
policy. Cpnscious of a last direct opportunity to propagandize
priéoners, the Sﬁviets fevived the antife program with new in-
tensity; living and wquing conditions‘for‘pfisoners were improved
&nd;théy were treated with more congiaeration than at any time in

vthe past. Most of the prisoners simulated an enthusiasm for the
~antifa progrem to insure tpeir repafriatioﬁ. In order to retain &s
nany slave lauborers as possible and, also to prevent‘the return of
certain dlassesvof prisoners who could be expected to become leaders
of enti-Soviet movements in their native countries, the Soviets con-
victed thousands of selected prisoners as war criminals and sentenced
them‘tq long ﬁerms of imprisonment in labor camgs. Such action
deprived the copvicﬁed individualslof their status as prisoners of
war and’gave & similitude of legality both to their retention in
- the Soviet Union and Pé the Soviet claim that all "prisoners of war"
had been repatriated.éA

Throughouﬁ the foregoing discussion, the terms "good" end
"had" treatﬁent were‘used in a relutive éense only. The treatment
of priséners by fhe Soviets was consiétently farlbelow the standards
prescr;bed in thé Geneve Convention of 1929. Even the collaborators
who were treated well by any standards sometimes found themselves
in disrepute and discriminated againét Eﬁce their tenporary useful-
ness to the Soviets hed ended. .

A paper writtenrby_& Cerman mediéal doctor; chief ph&sician

of a convalescence home for repatriates, begins with an explanation
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ofzwhiiﬁoét’returnees from Russiz suffered from a variety of
ph&é?éaj;and mental ailmonts. An excerpt from this paper 1is
qﬁ%ﬁga¢;eré because it so aptly summarizes conditions under which
t@;aéQerage German prisoner existed in the Soviet Union. The follow-
ing passage is preceded by a description of hafdships suffered dur-
ing the evacuation process. |

What the prisoners saw and experienced in camp . . . were
wooden fences with barbed wire, guard towers with searchlights,
cemp gates guarded by sentries, Russian soldiers and officers,
hours of walting and roll calls, and many ‘hours ‘of phystcal
search during which their last possessiong were tsken from
them. Then they were marched to the bathhouse where all hair
on their head was clipped and all body hair was shaved off,

. including also the pubic heir. For washing they were given
.. & small pan with warm water and a cake of soap the size of half
:;nw;;a matchbox. That was all the soap and water there was. The
~ clothing they received from the delousing plant wes. torn, stiff
with dirt, steaming and malodorous.

They slept in dark, wooden barracks in which there were
two or three tiers of bunks along the walls. There wuas a lack
of ‘straw, and notv a single blanket. The windows were broken,
the floors rough end there was vermin. Fortunzte wes the man
who still had a tattered greatcoat or jacket, for he could
cover himself.

On the following day the prisoners were assigned to
verious work brigades. The daily routine was as follows:
after getting up there was breakfast, consisting of 750 grams
of thin soup made with & dirty piece of fish 'and some cabbage;
then there was roll call at the gate; marching to the place
of work; eight hours or more of arduous labor without a break;
Sreturn to the camp; roll call at the gate. Lunch consisted of
© 750 grams of thin soup made either with fish, ‘diced potatoes,
bones or tainted tripe, plus cabbage, millet or barley, followed
by 300 grems of "Kascha," a broth containing cabbage, potatoes
or barley; then followed a few hours of work in the camp since
it had to be organized. Supper consisted of 750 grams' of thin
. soup with the usual ingredients, to which was added a daily

ratiod of from 400 to 600 grams of moist bread made of coarse
_graln, chaff and straw. As dessert the prisoners were served

en "anti-Fascist" lecture delivered by a Russisn officer or

8 German anti-Fascist.
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In addition, the men were interrogated, punlqhed by
confinement or the asslgnment of extra duties, or by being
put into penel units. These conditions lasted for yeurs,
during which time the prisoners had no contact with their
relatives. When finelly sallowed to write, they often re-
ceived no reply to the one monthly post card which contained
no more than 25 words. Food was for years the foremost
topic of discussion in all wards and work places. For years
everything was stendardized: The work, the time, the rationms,
one's place on the bunk, the water for bathing; the socap for
washing, the post cerd home. . . .

: L

The camp abounded with informers placed by the notorious
operational branch of the MVD. Friends betrayed friends.
Almost daily, especially during the fineal pericd, comrades
disgppeared and were never heard of again. The question that
occupled every prisoner's mind was: "Will I ever go home?!
One thin ray of hope remained: "I shall manage it somehow,
some day I shall return homel"

A miserable existence such as this, especially if it
extends over a long period of time, must inevitably leave &
permeznent imprint on a men, in fuct, two types of 1mpr1nt'
disabilities of the body wnd of the soul. 25
In order to camouflage the treatment prisoners had suffered,

the Russians usually subjected them to é "fattening-up" cure before
returning them to their homes. The prlsoners.Were requ1red to do
little dr no work while belng fed food rich in Carbohydrates which
were stored in their bodies in the form of fat. This flabby, watery
layer of fat lent the returnee & speclous appearance of good health,
but he still suffered from a lack of necessary proteins. Many bodily
deficiencies failed to make an appearance during captivity because
biological and functionsl activities were reduced and simplified and
because, when survival is threatened, the body elimin;tes many so-
called luxury functions. It was only af'ter returniné home that

many prisoners became 51ck notlced a slackening in the energles, or

26

‘were subject to excess perspiration and insomnia.
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CHAPTER V

METHODS OF INDOCTRINATING
GERMAN PRISONERS OF WAR

A. The Indoctrination Program hefore Stalingr&d

Introduction

Comparativelyflittle information is available on the indoctri-
‘ﬁétion program in Soviet prisoner-of-war ceamps during the early
phases of the war. Few prisoners were taken, practically none
of whom survived the subsequent years of imprisonment. The few
avallable reports, however, agree in most particulars anid may be
considered fairly reliable.

At the beginning of World Wer IT, German soldiers were in
possession of strong ideological counterweapons against pro-Soviet
propaganda. Communism had attempted to establish itself in Germany
after World War I and had been rejected. Subsequently, communism
and the Soviet Union became prime targets of a violent p?opaganda
cempaign by the National Socialist party under Hitler, and the
average CGerman prisoner had been indoctrinated for years with the
idea thsat communism was "World Inemy Number One." Most of the

iGerman prisoners had participated in Hitler youth organizations
and had applauded Germany's rise to power under the leadership of
the Nazi party. The German Army was flushed with success and had
no reason, yet, to acknowledge the superiority of Soviet arms or

culture. The low living stendards and the limited industrial
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accomplishments of Russia which the Germaﬁ invaders saw at first
hand served to sustain their prejudices sgainst communism.'

Aware of the hostile and unreceptive mentsl attitude possessed
by most German prisoners, Soviet plaﬁ%ers of the indoctrination
program adopted an appfoach which wgs persuagive and»éducational
rather than coercive and violently propagandistic. No attempt was

made at first to force pro—Communist“idéas upon the prisoners.

German Communists in Russia

‘Working within the framework of ‘the WNKVD wes a group of German
Communisté who were largely responsible for planning and carrying
out the indoctrination program among German prisoners. Most of -
these Germans had emigrated to Russia about the time Hitler seized
power in Germany. In Moscow, they were trained for years in schools

where, since the Bolshevik Revoiution, thousands of foreign nationcls

“have been trained as a part of the Soviet long-range program for

Aspreading communism throughout the world. Significantly, meny of

the German emigrees who conducted the propaganda progrem in the
camps during the war took over most of the importent posts in the
government of the Eastern Zaﬁé'of Germany after the war.

At the head of the Gefﬁan emigree group was Wilhelm Pieck,
former member of the Reichstag, majority leader of the Communist
party in Germany, and & man with ¢ long record as & Communist orgen-
izgr and agitator. The second most important personality was Walter

Ulbricht, a driving power in the movement and & most obedieﬁt
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follower of Stalin; he usually worked in the background and is said
1o hawve been especially clever iﬁ camouflaging objectives and in
geining -the confidence of others by misrepresenting facts.2 Anton
Ackermenn, Eric Weinert, Dr., Friedrich Wolff, Dr. Frida Rubiner,
and other emlgree intelligentsia from Germany, including several
prominent writers, assisted in the program. They were joined by
former German Communists who deserted to ‘the Russians at the begin-~
ning of the.war. Many of the lesser prisoners of this group were
assigned to prisoner-of-war camps as political commissars. The
actlvities of the German Communists wére no doubt closely super—
‘vised by high ranking Soviet personnel. General Sherbanov seems
to have played a leading part in all propagande activities and in
winning‘ovor certein prominent German personalities (Generals
Walter von Seydlitz and Vinzenz Mueller, for instancé';)3
Non—Communist~prisonefs or deserters sometimes became prominent
"Communist" leaders among the ‘prisoners very early in the wer.
Typical of these was Dr. Ernst Hadermann, a former member of the
Stahlhelm (a German monarchist party of the 1920's), a cell leader
in the Nazi péfﬁy;'and & school teaoher by profession. A reserve
officer (qutdln) in the Wehrnmecht, he was reported "missing" in
Septembbr 1941, and by m1d-l944 he had turned up as an extremely
active pro—Sov1et organigzer, speaker, and wrlter 1n Sov1et prisoner-
Of-Wdr camps.- In that short time, he had become rabldly anti-Nazi .4
Wlthln the group of German smigrees (aod & few trusted collab-

orators), the Sov1ets solicited a few individuals to participate
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'actively in the war against Germany. Such recruiting was rare
in the camps. Despite rumors to the’contrary, the Soviets did
not attempt to organize Cerman volunteers into military uﬁits
to fight against Germsny. Such Germans as were solicited or
accepted to take an active part in military opefations were used
léréeiyhin psychological warfare (loudspesker bréadéasts, the
preparation of leaflets); some served as scouts with Red Army
units; and others were entrusted with espionage, sabotage, or
partisan-warfare missions. German enlisted nen were sometlmes
solicited soon after capture to go back tdttheir units and per-
suade their comrades to surrender. Otherwise, the number of
German prisoners who took an active part.in operations against
‘the German Army was negligible, and those who did were selected
from a small circle of tried and trusted Communists. With their
characteristic mistrust of foreigners; the Soviets never accepted
large numbers of collaborators, and the idea of activating German

5

military units among the prisoners was apparently intolerable.

‘?'\L .ir
Methods of Indoctrination in the Camps

Compared with the indoctrination progrem after Stalingrad,

early efforts to propagandize prisoners were lax and unsystematic.

¥*

For specific examples, see Appendix I, Items 1-3. Two of the
three cases involve prisoners who becamo collaborators, went to
edvanced schools, and accepted assignments as saboteurs or

espionage agents against Germany. Since few prisoners were won
over during this period, these two cucses are not typical but are
presented in this study becezuse they «fford information concerning
the advanced training end utilization of coliaborators.

fb
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A definite progren fbrrtﬁe indoctrination of prisoners had been
planned, however; and i1t was put into effect_sqop(after the first
Germuns began to arrive in prisbner-of—wg; cgmps.b Iﬁ contrast

* to their harsh treatment upon éapture and‘duming evacuation, the

" treutment of these fifst briéoners in the camps was very good and
the attitude of the camp authorities was friendly. Prisoners
were even allowed to wfite to their families (though few of the
letters were sent to Germany). This good trgatment was definitely
f pértréf the initial plén of creating a frégndly attitude toward
the Soviet Union and was no£ motivated by humanitarien consider-
utions.

In éome.camps, libraries provided & wide variety of reading
materiél for the prisoners,lincluding many books bx;leading writers
on communistic theory. The Soviets apparently hoped that the
‘prisoners would read this-liferature volunterily and, by & process
of'éelf—eduéation, come to acéépt communism.

‘"'Germén-speaking political commissars in the camps (some of
whom were Germen emigrees) gave the prisoners preliminary instruc-
tions soon after the latﬁer arrived in the camps. Prisoners were
informed that freedom of speech was permitted and that the facili-
ties of the camp newspaper (thch was & "free press") would be
aveilable for the ﬁurpése of expressing their views. The prisoners

" were warned, however, not to hold any secret meetings.of any sort
and thet there be no threats or reprisals against others who

expressed contrary views.
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The political commissars then organized prisoners according

to age, occupation (or social background), and nationality (Germans,

Austrians, Italiaﬁs) into discusslon groups. Attendance at meetings

of these groups was compulsory in some camps, optional in others.

During the first meetings, meany pro-Nazi s well as anti-Nazi views

were expressed with no objectiohs'from the commissars, but minutes

were teken at the meetings and kept on fiié.LxA meeting of a dis-

cussion group usuzlly began with = short talk by.the commissar

introducing the subject to be discussed. With officer prisoners,

the commissars went rather deeply into communist theory, and ali

prisoners were exposed to a certein amount of Bolshevik ideology.

The commissars dangled the delights of communism before the prisoners

bgt'did not invite them to partuke. The principal topic of dis-

éussion, however, was the evil of fascism, and the purpose seemed

to be to persuade the prisoners to become anti-fascists. It was

a8 1f a Christian evangelist were persuading his listeners to

renounce sin without urging them to become Chrisﬁiahs.

. The commissars pointed out the cefects of fascism s manifested
in Germeny, Italy, and Spain by citing specific examples, and they
-emphasized the purely humanitafian sims of the Soviet Union, in-
cluding the latter's "unimpeachable" pewce aims of both the past und
tﬁe fgture. Roosevelt, Churchill, the Atlantic Charter, and the
stféngth of Russia's allies were mentioned occasionally, and Stalin

wes pralsed as & representetive of general tolerance and benevolence.
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Prominent Germen Communists of the emigree group soon began
to tour the prisoner-cf-wer camps to hold discussions end ﬁo give .
lectures, both to mass meetings and to the small "discussion groups."
The s«udiences were bombarded with slogans énd with diatribes against
" Hitler.. Pro-Soviet stooges scattered among the listeners led
applause at appropriate intervals and othérwise attempted to give
the meetings «n air of spontaneous enthusiasm for the program
advocated by the speakers, These Germsns interviewed former Com-
munists end sympathizers and newly-won converts among:the prisoners
end selected those who were considered reiiable enough to become
supervisors of the program in the camps o; to be ééht to "ahti-
fascist" schools for advenced training. Other Germsen Communists
wrote and published & newspaper Which was distributed regulerly
in the camps along with numerous pamphlets, leafiets, and posters.
The principal themes of the propagenda were the certainty of
" Germany's defeat and the fact that Hitler aﬁd the Nezi party were
lesading Germany t§ ubter ruin, To assist in the eurly overthrow of
Hitler was lauded &s & patriotic rather than a trezsonable act —-
Hitler had decelved them, and the prinecipsal obligation of the
prisoners wes to the German people. According;to the German Com-
munists, Germany's only sélvétioﬁ was in early defesat, after which
& "democratic" government could be established which would work in
peace and harmony with the Sovieﬁ Union. ‘Prisoners who assisted in

Hitler's downfall, the Soviets implied, would naturally occupy
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respected positions of power and influence in the government of &
post-war, democratic Germany.

The feact that the.speakerq were of German‘ngtionality won
over a few prisoner: at the outset of the program, but & majority
were repelied by whuat they considered truitorous conduct on the
part of the Germen emigrees., The latfer had been awey from Germeny
too long end had lost touch with developing attitudes in thet country;
s a result, their approagh feiled in its appeal to proletarians among
the prisoners. Their slogans were ousdated and were interspersed with
Soviet phraseology which was conpletely alien to Germen workmen.
Prisoners were not only‘indifferent to such propaganda but, what
was worse, they oftenlthought it was ridiculous. The emigrees were
both provoked snd dismayed to find their carefully planned progrem -
meeting with nothing but rejection from ail but & few old Communists,
an equally smell number of impressionsble individuels, end & few
opportunists who expected materisl rewerds for their collaboration.

The Soviets brozdcest many radio "demonstre tions" by prisonersv
of war beginning lute in 1941. These programs werc beamed at both
Germsny (where listening to such programs wus forbidden) end ut
prigoner-of-war camps (where they were "requlred listening" on tﬂe
purt of prisoners). wdoscow freguently broadcast reports of speeches
by prominent Germsn prisoners ot poiiticel meetings. A typical
speech, an Yaddress to the Germen People" broadcust in November 1941,

was followed by snnouncements thet the "Address" hed been "signed"
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by 765 prisoners in one camp and by 805 in another.

In June 1942, an elahorate demonstration was staged in Moscow
by prisoners from Camp 27 (located newr Krasnogorsk) which was
first broadcast in its entirety snd then repeated in sectlons on
following deys. Speeches on this broadcast were printed on leaf-
lets and dropped in lerge quentities over Germany. A majority of
the participents in this "spontaneous" ‘demonstration were merely
actors in & carefully rehearsed plsy. The prisoners read speeches
written by German emigrants, and the "studio audience" (presumably
all prisoners but actually mixed with & number of Red Army person-
nel) burst into applause at carefully planned intervals.lo This
broadcast was typical of many given during the war and was & part
of the-Soviét psychological warfare program.

The founding of the first schools for the training of prisoners
who hud been won over by Soviet propagands took place during 1942.
The first of these was founded in Moscow under the leadership of
& Russian professor named Janson, probably a former Dane.ll In
these schools the "students" were given seversl months of instruction
in Communist theory and in methods of leadership. These early

students were later to play leading parts in the indoctrination

program and various prisoner "movements."

An Farly "Antifa' School

The purpose of these schools was to traln men to conduct the

anti-Fasclst propagande program in prisoner-— of~war camps. Only
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Germans and Romaniéns attended”thé_échool described here: three
Germsn groups of from twenty-five to thirty mén each «nd one group
of twenty Komanisns; three Germens end one Eomenian meade up the
faculty. The étudents dressed in civilian clothing. The commendant
was called Schulleiter (school lesder) and had the rank (appréximately)
of & battalion commander; he wes assisted by an administrative officer
with the rank of lieutenant. The school was surrounded with e barbed
wire fence, and guards manned the four weatchtowers.
Four subjects were tuught in this particular school. These
éubjects were:
"(1) The First Impérialistic World Wur
(2) The Second Imperialistic World War
(3) Development gAufbau; of Soviet Russia
(4) Marxism
he course of instruction lasted four months, and the four subjects
were taught in succession, the first leasting two weeks, the second
six weeks, and the third and fourth one month each. Each student
hed to meke both orsl end written presentations to the class at the
end of each course. Classes, interspersed with study periqu, lasted
“from 0900 to 100 hours with two hours\off for lunch.
The courses on the two world wars included the reszsons for the
wars snd discussions on the treaties of Verssilies and Locarno.
asccording to the instructors {(who stressed this poiﬁt), the seme men

who financed the first world wer aiso finenced the Nazi party and
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World War II. England and Amerlca were discussed only as ellies
‘of the Russians, and the;r greut strength was empha31zed as a
lreuson why 1t was futlle for the Germans to contlnue fighting.
"Imperiaiism" Was intérpreted to mean Germ#ﬁ "totalitarianism," not
as an aspect éf British or Americen imperialism.

The course on Soviet Russic consisted of & review of Russian
history from 1870 to 1942. mThe revolutions, the London conferences,
the operations of 5001allsts and Communlsts in 1912, and Soviet
forelgn policy (1nclud1ng'£he nonaggr6551on pact w1th Germeny in
1939) were discussed along with the dlfflcultlEb experlenced in
_ bUlldlﬂg the Soviet state and the "Sovietizing" of farmsra in Russia
.after World War I. o |

The course in Marxism was in two parts; (i) thébty ag expoundbd

by Marx, and (2) the practlce of Marxism in the Sov1et Union with

Lenin'é'contribublons to Marxiazn theory and developments.

B. Indoctrination from Stalinegrzd to the Fnd of the War

The Effect of the Defeat at Stalinerad

The reverses which the Germsn Army suffered during the winter
of 194«-43, culminating in the defeat at Stalingrad, resulted in
the teking of huge numbers of prisoners by the Russians. Among the
prisoners were many high-ranking officers and general officers. This
period algo marked the beginning of an intensive indoctrination
' program among the priscders. With this military sucecess, Russian

arrogance asserted itself, and prisoners began to receive harsh
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treatment in the camps where thdaéands of them were literally
worked to death in a forced labor program. The "voluntary" aspect
of indoetrination was largely dropped. at this time. Prisoners
were required to attend numerous "politicel meetings," to accept
(or pretend to accept) the teachings of the commissars, and to
participate in "anti-fascist" movements.

By the end of the war, the Russians were to abandon their
pretense of desiring only "anti-fascist! attitudes on the part of
prisoners snd to begin openly to solicit their a@hereﬁce to com-~
munism. The pretense of desiring only a "democratic! Germany was
also to be dropped at the end of the war as Russie took over the
Bastern Zoné of Germany end began its usual progrem of "Sovietizing"
that area. The indoctrination program immediately affer Stalingrad,
however, was still intensively "anti-fascist" and "anti-Hitler."

The morale of German prisoners was low following the defeat
at Stalingrad where the Germsn Sixth Army under Field Marshal

Paulus was forced to surrender. The prisoners felt that they had

been deserted by Hitler and the Fatherland. The German Communist
emigrees and a number of Sovieﬁ commissars now instituted a program
designed to win over disgruntled eiements, particularly among high-v
ranking prisoners. This wes invéécoraance with Lenin's doctrine of
fomenting world revolution by enlisting the services of dissatisfied
individuals in a "capitelist" state.

Among German generel officers, the Soviets sought out those who

were emblttered because of Hitler's distrust and ill-treatment of
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the "old guerd" ir the Germen officer blass or because of Hitlef'sb
biwgiers in the conduct of mlthhrv operetions, especiclly ut
Stalingrad. They lookea partlcul&rly for ambitious men who were
attracted by promlses of" 1mportent positions in & post-war, "demo-
eratic" Germany. Anong the woll-eduCated Germun prisoners, most
21 woom had servea as officers, the Soviets looked for professmnai
ner —— LawWyers, physicians, educators, theologians —- many of whom
RIS 1ntellectual;y;enq’spiritually opposed to Hitler and who fe'aredL
for the future of Cermany under national socialism. Non-commissioned
officers sand enlisted men among the prisoners were subjected to the
propaganda program &s well, but the tactics used. with these groups
were more often those of coercion, starvation, end intimidetion.
Forced attendance at "ﬁolitical" neetings, rabble-rousing speeches,
postérs,.slogaﬁs, and other tools of the mob psycholoéist were used
in attempts to "convert“ these men into anti-fescists -- and leter,

1z .
into Communlsts.

A certeln amount of intimidetion wes no doubt u&ed to HeCUIF"
the "eo- oporctlon” of tne high ranking and otherwise prominent
prisoners who eventualiy collaborated with the Ruesiens in the
Toruing of the Netional Committee for Free Gerﬁany. Most of these
prisoners, however, were apparently won over with : line of reeson-
ing centering sround the idea that to hasten the defeat of Hitler
we.s & pabriotic ruther than ¢ troeiltorous act.

TheAHUuulanS ﬁ@ﬁe much of & situstion which existed in 1813

wiher the bPrussian General Yorck von Wartenberg reached sn sgresment

o3
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with the Russiens end turned sgainst Napoleon. This act was
instrumental in causing Napoleon's defeat, and, despite the dis-
approval of the King of Prussie,” Yorck became a national hero.
The Russians dangled this historical precedent before the eyes of
ambitious Germans. General Walter von Seydlitz, one of the most
important leaders of 'the anti-Hitler movement among captured German
officers, often compared himself to Yorck. The commander of &
surrounded German corps made ¥k following entry in his diary on
10 February 1944: "sly old division commander of 1940, General von
Seydlitz, today cent me & long létter delivered by aircraft: He
wpinkg I should sct like Yorck during campeign of 1812 and go over
13
"to the Kussians:with my entire commend. I did not answer.™
According to oné German officer, & formef priséner,'the argu-
ment used by the commissers ran something like this:
' Germsny's situation is hopeless! You, Herr General,
3 a good soldier, arc¢ best able to judge that. You know
that Adolf Hitler is leading the German people. to destruction
by his insane policy and strategy. After Hitler's fell the
important thing for us Russiens is to have z strong end
friendly Germany on our side. Think of the blessings of
Bismarck's foreign policy! Think what advintages the Russo-
German alliance in the 19th century brought to both nations!
We do not require you to become Communists. Kegulate the
social problem in the future Germany according to your own
principles. Communism is not an exportable article. . .
Think of Germany sfter the war! In view of our struggle with
the capitelistic countries of the West we need youl 14
To utter refusal to the above line of ressoning wes especially
difficult for ambitious men, especially when the following was added

to the above argument: "You, Herr General, are the man to influence

o
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the officers! corps in this way. You sre the men to assume one of
the highest executive positions in the futu;@”Germanyl"l5

| The basic tenets of the propagende campaign at this time, to
summarize them briefly, seemsd to be: (a) Hitler hed brought ruin
to Germeny and defeat was inevitable; (b) only Russia, by virtue
of its economic might and reserves, could check economic disaster
.;.i@ Germany &and assist in her recovery; ~(c¢) .the primary- condition
for a solution to the problem was the willingness of a post-war
"democratich Germany to collaborate with Russia (with  the present
Germen prisoners in positions of leadership); (d) proof of the
success of such a plan was to be found in Russia where the Soviets

had achieved success by applylng rational, "democratic" methods in

solving their problems.

The National Committee for Free Germany

By July 1943, six months after Stdangrad, a sufflclent number
of high- ranklng German offlcers and other prisoners had been won
over to the anti-Hitler movement to enable the Soviets to snnounce
the formatign of the Nationai Committee for Free Germeny (National-

komitee Freies Deutschlend), often referred to @s the NKFD. The

PR P )
president of this organizationwss the German emigree, Erich Weinert.

Serving ag v1ce~pr951dents were General Walter von ‘eydlitz, General
Elder wvon Danlelu, Wagor Karl Hetz, and emlgreeo Ulbrlcht and Pieck.

A number of other generals (Vinzenz Mueller, Martin Lattmann, Aron

von Lenski, @tto Korfes) and several officers from well-known

/
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families -of German nobility were selected to serve as members of
the Committee, the qov1ets appareﬁtly assuming that such names

would carry weight w1th the Gfrman "masses." Seydlitz, for instance,
was the descendant of & Germen national hero of the same name who
was Victor of the Battle of Roesbach and & favorite of Frederick

- the Great. Lieutenant Count von Einsiedel, a member, was said to
“be & greet~grendsoﬁ edeheeceiior Bismark. (?he Soviet assumption
-*thaﬁ such names would cerry prestige was erroneous according to

sdme Cerman observers, having an effect opposite to that intended.)
.Tne total membership of the NKFD numherﬂc hetween forty and fifty
individuals.16 ‘

The inauguration of the NKFD, said to be spontanecusly demanded
by the prisoners, took place in Moscow with typical Soviet pomp &nd
circumstunce. German delegates froﬁ &ll prisoner-of-war camps,
wearing their uniforms and decorations, marched in formation to a
hall decorated in black, white, and red -- the old imperial colors
of Germany. On the wall in huge letters were slogans: "Hitler

must die in order that Germeany may live," and "For a free, independent
Germeny." Erich Weinert presented‘a report on the origin of the
Committee and an outline of its tasks and alms, after which the
prisoners pledged themselves to fight for liberty agzinst Hitler.
Other speakers, in & series of inflammatory addresses, dealt with

& wide variety of subjects: Nazi ideology, the defeat at Stalip—

gred, the unity that had finelly been realized in the Committee
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only on Ruséian'soil,'tﬁé decline of German,ﬁsalth because of
nezism (presented by a physician), the sufferings of "Protestant
Peasents" under Hitler (presented by & chaplain), the calamitous
strategy of the German high commend, and the meaning &nd importence

- of' the NKFD. After the election of chsirmen and members of the
Committee, & manifesto was adopted and publishgd which was later
dropped in leaflet form over Germeny. The Soviets gave world-
wide publicity to the wholé‘affair.

The military members of the NKFD were removed to & camp ne&ar
Lunovo where they were subjected to an intensive period of in-
struction by prominent Germen and Soviet personalities on the aims
of the movement and the methods of realizing those aims. These
men were clever and competent speakers. Historical and philosophical
themes were cautiously discussed along Marxist lines, but no direct
&btempt was made at that time to convert members to communism. In
fact, few of the members of the Committee ever became Communists,
and meny eventually resigned when they fopnd how théy had been
deceived into furthering the Soviet planhéf aggression. At the
noment, however, the emphesis wes on the campeign against Hitler and
the founding of & post-war Germsn gqyernment based upon an independent
politicael-party system. Members of the NKFD were teken on tours

..through Moscow where they were shown'impressivg‘glimpses of Rusgsian
militery and industrial might and_werg_egté%tained lavishly at
concerts, operas, dramas, Balletsx and banquets. Miséonceptions

of Soviet treatment of a majority of prisoners and the Soviet way
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of life thus fostered by the Russians resulted in statements by
members of the Committee which aroused derision among other prisoners
and hindered the NKFD so far «s its propagunde velue in fhe cémps
we.s concerned. The members of the Cémmitteg, however, unsware of
the true state of affairs or of the underlying Soviet purposé,
responded to their treatmeﬁt by writing artiéles, naking speeches,
broadceasting appeals to the German people, writing personal letters
to friends umong the commeanders of the Germen Army‘urging them to
turn against Hitler, recruiting followers among newly captured
prisoners, and signing almost any statement or menifesto their
Soviet mesters desired to publish uncer their names. There &re
indications thet the Soviets often relecsed statements attributed
“to individuels who never saw the statements before they were pub-
‘lished, nor would they have consented to their publication.

The founding of the NKFD touched off the beginﬁing of &
tremendous propagande effort in the prisoner—of-waf‘camps. Freies
Deutschlend (Free Germeny), a ﬁewspaper with its musthead bordered
in black, white, snd red, wes published and distributed throughout
the campé. This newspeoper. carried distorted news stordss of the
nilitary situstion cad inflamcatory articles written by members
of the NKFD ' (or articles signed by them). Copies of this peper were
dro,ped behind the Germen lines st frequent interﬁals. The propagande
effort in the camps was still directed along anfi»Fascist'ratherb

than pro-Communist lines.
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The German Offlcerb Associstion |

The NKFD consisted of only‘a smell group of individuals ard
needed an instrument to maintain closer personsl contact with the
increasing number of German pfiécners in Russia. Among these
prisoners, the officers evinced a strong dislike for Kussiens snd
were the least emenable, as a group, to an indoctrination program
conducted by Soviet personnel. Since the Russians were pafticularly
anxious to enlist the support of the officers, the German Officersv

Association (Bund Deutscher Offiziere), the BA0, was founded shortly

after the initiation of the NKFD. General von Seydlitz was made
rresident of this association. At least nine other generels and
numerous officers of lower rank served on the Steering Committee
of the organization.l7 The leaders of the NKFD and of the Bd4O
coﬁsisted of practicelly the same personnel, thus assuring close
co-operation between the'two ofganizations. The German emigrees,
of(course, were not eligible for membership in the BdO which wes
mede up entirely of officer prisoners. Immediate efforts were made
to enlist as many officers as possible in the organization. Preacti-
cally speeking, the BAO was merely sn extension of the NKFD into
'prisoner“of—war camps., |

Meny of the officers who had been induced to. join the Bd0 were
brought to the 1ndoctr1natlon center near Lunovo where they received
additionsal 1nstructlon. (The center consisted of at lesst two CEIMPS ,
one’in and one near Lunovo.) From these camps, they were sent as

{8
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individuals or tesms to other camps to carry on indoctrination
among other German priscners. Many‘were sent as emissaries to
the‘front lines where they mede loud-specker bfoadcasts and met
with newly ceptured German prisoners. Many were sent as emissaries
to the front lines where thsy mede loud—syeaker‘broadcasts and met
with newly captured German prisoners. The front-line emissaries
were always sccompenied by specially selected Soviet officers.

In the camps, the emissaries worked under the supervision of the
local political commissar and co~opefated with the camp "antifsa"
orgenization, |

Selected generals addressed the German people over the Moscow -
radio. Eome of these volunteered such services, others pefformed
under mild duress. Members of the NKFD end the BAO were also re-
quired to write personal letters to their former comrades on the
Germen front. These were either dropped from planes near appropriate
Germen headquarters or, in some cases, delivered personally by BdO
officers who had parachuted behind the lines. The sole aim of
these lettefs was to brezk Germen resistence,

A group of generals and other officers was formed in Lunovo
aﬁd worked for more than a year, under the direction of Mrs. Rubiner,
an emigree, preparing text-books for post-war German Schools. From
the Soviet point of view, this was & constructive activity since it
kept the officers busy and prevented them from formulating their
own ideas. Furthermore, it resulted‘in the production of Communist
instruction materiél which would be ready for immediate use in
post-war Germany.
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Continued”mili%éry reverses, incessant‘propaganda, news about
German war crimes and atr@cities, snd the deiet tactic.of constantly
fostering the idea of collective German gu;lt for the present world
disaster gradumlly brought about a change in attltude on the part of
_\a large number of German officers and enlisted men. This consc;ous—
‘ness of collective guilt led to the belief among the German prisohers
that 1t was their duty to cb—operate in creating frieﬁdly relations
with Russia to atone for the wrohgs done her by dermany. The program,
however;: was not based entirely on appeals to the intellect and the
conscience: the Soviets aiso used hunger and fesr in achieving their
objectives. The following passage is from a paper written by a
former-German officer who was a prisoner in the Soﬁiet Union:

: « + « 4 clergyman told me of an experience dating from
1944-45, which I must repeat. .

There were about 900 officers and enlisted men billeted
in & camp neer Moscow. Propagande, based on terrible hunger, -
was carried on for the Nationel Committee for Free Germany.
Added to this was the artificially cultivated fear thet those
men who did not join the committee would never see thelr homes
again. -4 further effect was . produced by the hope that those
who joined the committee would be safe from proseription. One

 convinced oneself that Germany's salvation lay in co-opersation
with Russis after the war. Although their eyes were wide open
the .men no longer realized that the actusl facts in politdes,:
the conduct of the war and the treatment of prisoners proved
the. opp051te. The Soviet Union wanted to annihilate Germany,
and the few men who perceived this did not dare to say so,
for that-would have been counterpropsgenda, punishable with
forced labor in Siberia. " Thus, the majority parroted the
Communist phrases of pesce and good will on earth. They clung
to them 211 the more, because their consclence drove them in
a different direction. The number of non members of the
National Committee dropped more and more with each meeting.
At first there were still 450 out of 900 who stood fast under
the nervous strain, them 400, then 300, 100, 50, 30, The
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number dropped to five! In April 1945, these five were
lonely and alone, outlawed by all ss traitors to the cause
of Germany's future, and repeated to each other the words

of Martin Luther: "There is nothing more dangerous than to

act contrary to the voice of consciencel!" They were three

chaplains of the Prot4stant Church, which was persecuted by

the National Socialists, one of them & regular officer and

one of them & convinced Nationul Socialist! In such a way

had the front shiftedl

In . other camps the numerical proportion between non-

members and members of the Nationel Committee was consider-

ably more favorable —- about fifty percent among the officers.

This example is only intended to show the effect exerted on

people by the combination of the various Communist methods

of control over a fairly long period of time. . . . 8

The skill with which the Soviets worked to win over important
prisoners is illustrated by the case of Field Marshal Friedrick
Paulus, former commander of the German Eixty Army which surrendered
at Stalingrad. The Russians were particularly anxious to mske uge
of Peulus in their propaganda progrem, but he was not an ambitious
man (in the way Seydlitz was). Despite consider:ble pressure, he
would not declare himself for more than & year after his capture in
February 1943. Finally, in the summer of 1944, Melnikov, Chief of
the NKVD, invited Paulus, several German generals, and & number
of senior NKVD officers to a champaigne breakfast. In the course
of the meal, Melnikov received & telephone message, supposedly
from Stalin, that a Polish delegation in Moscow was proposing
sctive co-operation with Russia o’ter the war and were demanding
that & portion of eastern Germany up to the Oder-Neisse line be

ceded to Polend. Stalin, according to Melnikow, preferred to co-

operate with & strong post-war_Germany,-but he required that Paulus

12
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join the NKFD end tuke over the "educational work" necessary for
RusSd;German co-operation, as well as guarantee that Germany,would
be on Russia's side during coming political events. Only under
these conditions would Stalin respect the 1938 German borders.
Stalin further requested the decision from Paulus by noon.the

next day. “

Paulus joined the cnmmittee, an evenn enthusiastically nnn?nnced
throughout, the world by the Soviets. They did not publish the fact
that Paulus resigned a few dayé later after he, Lt. Gen. Schmidt,
and & General von Arnim convinced themselven in & series of con-~

 versatlions that they had been the victims of & swindle.19 The
Soviets continued to publish stateménts and articles attributed

to Pauius (most of which he probably knew nothing:about), and
rumors of a Panlus Army, allegedly recruited from among German
prisoners, persisted throughout the non-Sovist world wntil nhe late
19401 s,

Sometime later, the Russians blandly admitted the swindle by!
publishing the result of the Russo-Polish negotiations. (mbn Sov1ets
of course, never recogn17ea the Polish Government in Exlle in London )
As had been expected, the Oder-Neisse line had been 68519nated as
Germany's eastern border. Not only Paulus but all members of the | e
NKFD had been. promlgod that Russia would respect Germany s territorlal
boundaries after the war. These promises had not been made by o
authorized persons in their official capacitie;. Rather, they had

)
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been made by Soviet generals and high-ranking NKVD officials who
had dropped repeated "hints" along this line. The Russo+Polish
agreement, therefore, did much to alienate many German officers

20
who had, up to that time, accepted Russian promises at face velue.

The Indoctrs:nation of German Chaplsains

Captive Germen chaplains were singled out for special attention
in the prisoner—indoctrination program carried on by the Soviets
during and after World Wer II. To win & German chaplain ovef to
communism was & major triumph, but the chaplein became & valuable
ally of the commissar if he did no.more than meke sympathetic
statements about the Soviet cause. On the other hand, the chaplain
who remained firm in his convictions was an annoying hindrance to
the commissar's program as well &8s a source of great spiritual
strength to other prisoners who looked to him for guidance. dee
Appendix II/

Chaplains were emong that group of prisoﬁers whom the Soviets
soughtrout as being elements of a nation dissatisfied with the.
current regime. Most clergymen in Germany had been horrified by
the rise of nazism and embittered by Hitler's enti-Christian
policies. The political commissars, theréfore, found little diffi-
culty in persuading many chapluins among the prisoners to make
statements against Hitler and to enlist their support to anti-
Fascist movements. With the chaplains, the Soviets emphasized the
idea of collective German guilt, clergymen being by nature and

treining particularly sensitive to this kind of an approach.
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A chaplaln'ln & Soviet prison camp who hed been duped, per-
suaded, or coerced into supporting the Soviet cause was a very
‘real help to the political commissar in the latter's progrem of

bringing about a state of politicel and spiritusl demoralization

among the prisoners. The disaffection of ‘a chaplain was all that

was neededrfo persuade some prisoners to throw their!iOt in with
the "Soviets. Others, disgusted and disillusioned,ztﬁrned away
from religion, thus becoming more vulnerable to thedappeals of
expert Soviet propagandists.

Under the sponsorship of the NKFb and‘the BdO, a‘mééting of
German chaplains was organized in Moscow in 1944. Clever, well-

versed Soviet officials convineed those present that the Soviet

. Urtion ‘was tHe.protector of all who had suffered persecution

because of their faith. The feet that the Soviets guaranteed
freedom for religious as well as anti-religious attitudes was
stressed. Chaplains present_gt the meetings reacted as the’com-
missers had planned. - They Went-back to their cemps preaching the
"gospel! of Soviet friendship fér_Germany. Many of them wrote

articles favoring the Soviet Union for the newspaper, Free Germany.

Crucifixes and copies of the Bible were dlstributed among the

. ,prisoners, and orders went out from Moscow steting that religious

21
gervices were to be tolerated in the camps.

But religious services were not permitted by the political

commissdrs in many camps desplte orders from Moscow. This con-

_stituted a much used technique of the Soviet propagandists: to
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' announce certéih p§liéiés of the-Soviet Uhionrbuﬁ @o negate those
policies (as secretly as possible) in practice. It muy be assumed
that collaborating chaplains were ehcouraged to hold services —-
under the watchful.eyes and ears of the commissars; otherwise,
NUMeTouUs means were employed to discourage the holding of religious
gervices in the camps. If & chaplain waé present, services could
be held, but many of the youngef chapiains were made to work at
exhausting tasks as common laborers and were not free to. preside
at services. Appropriate space and time were not provided for
worship. The names of prisoners who attended services were reported
to the commissars by informers, ana such prisoners found themselves
diseriminated against as "reactionaries.". As a result, it was not
&n uncommon practice to hold short religious services élandettinely
in latrines.zz

The pressure applied to the chaﬁlains Qas much the same as
that put on &ll the higher-ranking prisonefé. An atmosphere of
suspicion and feer pervaded Soviet prisonef—of—war camps. In—

formers reported every significant remark made by prisoners, and

often they acted as agent provacateurs in attempts to treap

prisoners into meking statements which were punishable by Soviet
standards. Chaplains end high-ranking officerslweré choice

targets for the informers. Being constently under surveillance
for anti-Soviet attitudes and, at the same time, under pressure

to co-operate with the Soviets, they found it took reul courage to
76
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. maintain no more than a completely neutral attitude toward politics,

religion, communism, or nazism. The circumstences, however, were so

e well—knbwh to all prisoners that even a neutral stend by « chaplain

or any othér individuzl was one from which others could draw strength.
It was most important for the target of such methods of indoctri-
nation to give the commissar no pretext for intervention. In their
punishment. procedures, the Soviets atpempted to preserve & sem-
blance of "democratic" justice. If they were determined to punish,
discredit, or eliminate an individual, they would often go to great
trouble to collect evidence and witnesses -- orjtp‘sepure a "confes-
sion" from the individual -~ and would make a.greest show of democratic
procedure in condudting & trial whichAinevitably{regulted in a con-
victlon. If the individusl gave the commissar no pretext for making
charges, he was reasqnabij safe from ettack. Those who remained
steadfast in their faitﬁ (fojtheir religion or their petriotism)
found that in the loné ruﬁ they were no worse off than their weaker
or more gullible brothefs.

Many cheplains who collaborated in hopes of early repatriation

D etop through deception were to learn eventually how greatly they had

been deluded. They discovered that there was no real freedom of

‘ religion in Kussia and tﬁét the real object was to extend Soviet
political control over Gérm&ny. The chaplein who tried to back out
of the program, however found that he had put himself into the heands
of blackmailers. Armed with the ¢haplain's signature on articles or

on "peace resolutions,' the commisser forced his victim further and
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further into conduct that was traitorous both to his religion &nd
"to his country by threatening exposure &nd disgrace at home or
punishment in Siberian lsbor camps. This technique of foreing
¢ontinued collaboration was used against any prisoner who head

thus placed himself in a position where he could be "bleckmailed.

C. Indoctrination from the End of the Wer to Mid-1947

"The Punishment Years!

Upon the capitulafion of Germany in Mey 1945, the Soviets
initiated & progr:m of extreme cruelty towerd German prisoners.
‘The huge number of German troops who surrendered to the Russiens
were herded into labor camps to serve as "living féparations;"

Subjected to overwork, sysfematic starvation, exposure, and other
forms éf physicel end mentul mistreatment, the prisoners died by
the thousands. The Germuns who survived have referred to this

.period as "the punishment yearsﬂ.."‘ 'The intensive propagenda
prograem begun late in 1947 had little over—éllléuccess, largely
because the prisoners could not forget the inhﬁman subjugation
they suffered at the hands of the:Soviets.

With the end of the war, fhe Kussians dropped all pretense
of deéiring & "democr&igc“ Germany. The elite of the German
emigree Communists - Pieck, Ulbrich, Weinert, and others -- were
sent to the Soviet Zone of Germsny where they were immediately
placed in high positions. German officers who hed been sctive in

the NKFD and the Bd0 were left without guidence or instruction.
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Many of the camp emissaries were removed from their positions;
others were eventually entrusted with missions in the government
of the Bastern Zone of Germany. But the ambitious Seydlitz was

not permitted to leave Russia.

The Rise of mintifar end the End of the NKFD

With the formation of politiczl parties in Eastern Germeny
after the collapse of the Nazl regime, Seydlitz dissolved»the NKFD
and the BAO. This took place in November 1945, with the explsnation
to the world' that the organizations had served their purpose and
that the reorganization of the government in Germany wus guarantee?
by the dembératic forces at work there (that is, Eastern German},r).23

Even before the dissolution of the officer orgenizations, the
camp "antifa" organization had begun to dominate the scéne. During
part of the war, thousands of prisoners hed been trained in advanced
"antifa" schools. For the most part, they were'opportuniéts who
used this means to achieve better living conditions, power, and
prestige in the camps. Many of them were old Communists, deserters,
or former concentr&tionlcamp inmates -- mostly criminals. . They
were interested only in promoting their.own ends and in gaining
favor with the MVD.

The chief of the camp "antifa" orgenization now became camp
commznder end took orders 'only from the appropricte MVD officer.
Everyone was subordinated to the camp commander who maintained an

effective spy system interided to root out all anti-Communist

9
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feeling in the camp. all importent camp positions (labor captains,
interpreters, and police) were stuffed with membefé éf the "antifa."
The muss of prisoners were completely domineted by‘thevsmall cligue
of "eotifa" members who lived in comparative luxury while thgir
former comrades starved to death or died from overwork tryiné to
neet impossible work guotas. Theré were, of course, some cemps
which were well-managed and in which the camp commander did what
he could to protecf the prisoners, but these were the exception.

Most of the prisoners recognized the "antifa'. members only
as traitors and turned from the movement in disgust. Eventually,
the Russians realized their misteke and tried to remove the more
criminal elements of the "antifa." At the same time, leaders
among the anti-Communist block in the cemps began to tazke & more
reslistic view of the situation end began to force theif best men
into the "antifa" in order to get rid of the par&s:'dzes.d4

For nearly two yesrs after the war, the propaganda program
wus virtually dropped. In a few camps, political meetings were
held once or twice a week, and attendance became more and more
compulsory. Lectures were occasionally delivered during the noon-
lunch recess. Members of the "antifa' usually gave the lectures
while the Soviet personnel stayed in the background keeping a close
watch over proceedings. The lectures often consisted of "canned" ‘
speeches which neither the speaker nor his audience understood,
and there were long sessions during which the cemp newepaper wus

read aloud to the zssenbled prisoners. (The NKFD paper, Free Germeny,
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was repleced by & siiilir sheet published in Moécdw, the'ﬂgyg

for Germen Prisoners of War 'in the Soviet’ Union or (Nachrichten

fuer deutsche Kriegsgefangene in der Sowjetunion.) Gérmany's WaET—
guilt wus emphusized as the reason why the prisoners were being
held in Germany. Pro-Soviet posters were displayed in the camps
along with large plctures of Soviet and Germen Communist lezdere.
‘The bulletin board elso played a large part in the propagunde
cémpaign; on it was posted & variety of meterisal, including announce-
ments, schedules, news items of local interest, certoons, slogans,
and short statements by members of the camp. The latter often took
the form of enonymous "poison-pen! accusations against "reactionary"
prisoners.25

Higher ranking officers were not required to work, but they
were often urged to do so. Out of boredom, meny officers eccepted
certain tasks, usually of « clericel nature. When the officers did
50, enlisted prisoners were taken from those assignments and put on
heavier work detzils. The Soviets were careful to point out to the
prisoners thus discriminated against that their officers were at
feult.  Resentment wus the natursl reaction, and = deeper wedge was
driven between officer and snlisted prisoners‘as & result. The
officers were uneware, us & rule, that they hsd offended the enlisted
men.

Outright sttempts to convert the prisoners to commiunism seldom

took place during the "punishment years;" rather, the emphasis wes
8l
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on "world socialism." Distribes ageinst the Hitler)regime were
replaced by warnings against the danger of "world‘fascism;" and
there Wés.gradually increasing propagenda againsﬁ Grest Britaein
«nd the United States. The cemp indoctrination program wes not
very systematic during this period, however, and the Soviets, for
the most part; were content with getting as much work out of the
prisoners as possible. The combinztion of overwork, starvaﬁion?
mistreatment, and fear brought ebout a state of demoralization
which was & propagendistic end to be desired from the Soviet point
of view. |

"AntifafSchools after the War

although the propaganda program was reiuxed vfter the war,
the Sé?iets increused the program of sending selected prisoners.
to "antifa" schools forvadvanced training. Thé hardships endured
by prisoners drové more and more of them into the M"antife" organ-
izafion and, from among these, carefully-screened candidates ﬁere
sent to school.

In each larger-sized region or district containing from fifty
to sixty thousand prisoners, & school was established; Here,‘from
sixty to eighty men were trained for three months to ect as sub-
ordinate functionaries, first in thg camps and subsequently‘(that
is, after repatriation) in Germany.d6

From among the gradustes of the regional schools were selected

those to attend one of two "union" schools located at Ogra and
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Moscow. At these schools, wiiversity-level courses lasting nine
months were attended by 800 to 1,000 men. Soviet politicians,
gconomists, snd professors and Germans from corresponding positions
in 1ife served as lecturers. The purpose of these schools mas to
_prain.mepﬁfigm;y‘indoctrinated with Commuriist ideology Tor future
‘squice in business manegement, industrisl positioﬁs, and publié
office in the Eastern Zoﬁe of Germeny. This group wes also intended
to serve as a reserve force from which leaders cobedient to the
Soviet could bé drawn’ to take over other perts of Germany —- of
of Europe.. After.repatriation had become more or less complete
(in 1949-50);, the regional schools were disbawded, but, according
Y;

to various reports, the two "union" schools‘have continued to
function, presumably for the benefit of functionaries sent from

_R7
Germany.

Courses in the schools included the usual instruction on
Communist ideology -- Marx, Engels, Lenin, and Stalin. History,
geography, economics, &nd other subjects were interpreted in the
light of current Communist theory (that is, in line‘with Stalin's
teachings). ilethods of carrying on the work in the camps (end

28
eventually in Germany) were also taught in these schools.

D. Indoctrination from Mid-1947 to 1950

Improved Livineg Conditions

Huving committed themselves to the obligation of repatriating

prigsoners by the end of 1948, the Soviets apparently turned their
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attention once egain t6 £he problem of indoctrinating prisoners.
The stepped-up programlbegan to make itéeif obvious by the autumn
of 1947. Some former prisoners assert that the Soviets did not
complete repatriation by the.end of 1948 because the political
"re-education" of the prisoners had not progressed satisfactorily,
and lerge numbers of the prisoners were held as laﬁe as mid-1950
in order to make the program ef’fective.z9

Realizing that ill-treatment, starvation, and‘overwork alienated
r&ther_than‘won:over German prisoners, the Soviets set about improving
cemp conditions. More food was provided, living conditions improved,
clothing wes issued, and work quotas wefe reduced. Those who worked
were paid small wageé, and with this moﬁéy théy were permitted to
buy food and other items on the open market. (This period coincided
with the Soviet program of.relaxing rationing restrictions and
instituting seversl economic reforms designed to ease the lot of
‘Russian citizens.) ‘Lifé was still miserable in most of the camps,
’by western European staﬁdards,’bur it waé better than it had been,
&nd éhé health of most prisoners began to improve.

The "antifz" personnel in the camps underwent a typical Russian
purge, and much df the criminal element which had helped to dis-
credit the "educationsl" program disappeared. The spy-system,

however, remuained.

8%
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Euphasis on Indoctrination

The improvement of living couditions coincided With an
intensification of the propaganda program. Attendance at the
political meetings and perticipation in discussions or activities
connected with the program was mandsatory. The number of meetings,
posters, radio broadcasts, and "demonstrations" incressed sharply.
Those who tried to avoid participation or who did not evidence
enthusiasm were branded as‘Fascists and suffered various form of
punishment, renging from discriminstion in work assignments and
rations to confinement in sélit&ry confinement cells. One of the
most feared pwishments was thet of being removed from the list
of repatriaéééx

As mentioned earlier in this study, the Soviets &t this time
instituted a progrem of trying and.condemning large numbers of
priscners as War’criminals. Punishment was usually &« long term
of imprisonment in & labor camp. Those who refused to participate
in the indoctrinstion program were constantly in danger of being
accused of war crimes on trumped-up charges. By retaining such
elementé in_Soviet prison cemps, the Soviets prevented the
repatriation of many strong-willed anti-Communists who would have
been a deterrent to the growth of communism in thelr native
oountries'if‘rep&triated; The majority of prisoners, therefore,
simulated an enthusiasm‘fcr Communist ideas and gave &n appearance

of success to the program. They appleuded.at meetings, mouthed
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Soviet slogens when called upon, signed resolutions concerning
Russo-German friendship, and pledged themselves to carry on

Communist activities when repatriated.

Subiect Matter of the Propezanda

During the war the propsganda line emphasized was anti-Hitler
and anti-Fascist. Immediately after the war, the line changed to
the fight against "world fascism," and the program was directed
against anything that was not exactly consistent with Soviet
ideology. But the Soviets continued to -emphasize ﬁropaganda égainst
the Wehrmaégg because of its attempted aggréssion of Russia and
its atrocities against "the pesce-loving Russian population." The
theme of atonement through the physical labor of the prisoners
was played up in all its exaggerated variations and used to justify
the slave labor program.

One theme which was never dropped was excessive glorification
of the Soviet Union: its accomplishments, its leaders, its
sclentists, artists, and economists. The Soviet Union, becazuse of
its unique system snd ideology, was the sole guarantor of world peace.

Another phase of the indoctrination program which was basic to
the whole scheme was intensive schooling on the theory, history, and
practice of Marxism as modified and improved by Lenin and Stalin.
The theory -behind this type of propaganda, apparently, was that to
know and understand was to believe and accepf. In other words, the

object of the program was to convert all prisoners to communism.

g6
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This object became ﬁore epparent as the program continued. - The
seeming indirection of e&riier phases of the program were merely
camouflaged approaches to the real objective:

Late in 1947, the program was completely overheuled, end the
line, so far as the attitude toward (Qermany was concerned, was
changed. Suddenly, German& was no longer the bogeyman; the West
was to blame for everything that was wrong with the world. Germany
was but a poor victim to be exploited by Americe and England. The
Berlin blockade and the airlift was the signal for a wild outburst
of hate-filled propagands against those two western powers.BO

On the whole, the program consisted of a primitive form of
"black and white" propuganda. Everything which happened in the
West was wrong and bad; everything emeanating from the Soviet Union
was right and good. In the West, people died of starvation and the
economy was at the point of ccllupse; in the Soviet Union every-
thing needful was abundantly available and miracles were being
accomplished in organization, economic, &and cultural fields. The
statesmen of the West were crooks snd idiots; the Soviet Union was
possessed of ''one statesman, the benevolent, intelligent, outstanding
father of all workers: Staliﬁl"Bl |

The basic themeé of the ﬁropaganda program were comparetively
simple, but the variatiéhs.in the manner in which they were pre-

sented were extremely complex. Prisoners were exposed to & great

mass of subject matter; the medlia of presentation included
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practically all known devices used for conveying ideas -- private
_conversations; public addfé%Ses; cbnfereﬂ;éé,rdebatés; newspapers,
traucts, posters, books, the radio, and motion pictures.

An underlying fault of the Soviet program wus that it did not
take Into account the German desire for objectivity; fﬁe exag~
gerated claims made by the propagendists not only met with secret
disbelief (n& one dared tovdisagree cpenly), but they also esroused
derision. Information leaked into the camps from the outside
world, and whispering campaigns disseminated statistics about true
conditions,»both in Russisa and in Germany. The principal fault
of the program was the obvious discrepancy between the theories
that were preached and the actual pructice which existed in the
camps. Qeruption, waste, inefficiency, nepotism, bureaucrsacy,
and other defects of the Communist system in Russis were observed
daily by even the most undiscerning prisoners and were effective
counter-arguments sgainst accept&hce of Soviet ideology.32
Many prisopers who finally came to believe much of what théy
were told about the conditions in Germany which had been‘brought
about by American and British oppression needed but a few ﬂburs

at home after repatriation to learﬁ how wrongly they were énd

to lose their faith in any part of communism.
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E. Soviet Methods of Control

33

According to alformef Germen officer, the Soviets have
used essentially the same methods with prisoners of war that they

have used to gain control over the population of the Sov1et Union

and its setellites. The methods fall into five general categories:

starvation, constent maintenance of & state of fluctuation between

S

hope end fear, the judicisal system, propcganda, and pOllthul

demorulization. [gince these methods have slready been discussed

in some length in connection with the indoctrination system, only

4 brief summary is presented hera;7

o
el e

—

Starvation \

The rigid control of LOOd ratloning haS b;en one of the most
significant features of the rise of the So%iét‘rﬁglmo in Rusqla.
The Soviets have.alwaxﬁtbeen able to export large guentities of
food'ih"payMént fof:inéﬁstrial and military materials from. other
countries even whilé the Hussian people were being exhorted to
tighten their belts becauée of shortages. By creating apﬁarti—
ficial shortagé'of foodrthrough rationing, Soviet leaders have

been able to swing a double-edged sword of propaganda:ifat thé

Loak

farm workers f6f not producing as much as they should end at the ;.

"capitalist" nations who were responsible for the hardships the
o

.. Russians must endure. In the 1at€ 1940's, when food rations were

increased and many food:items were permitted on the open market,

Soviet leaders used this opportunity to point out to the masses
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that the superiority of the Soviet system 6ver other Cultureg

WS féépohéible for the benefits now being enjoyed by the Russiuns.
For many yesrs, Soviet propagsmdists have told the Russian people
thaet the common peopie of the capitelist cowntries were graduslly
starving to death.

Practically sll prisoners who heave been repatrizted from the
Soviet Union have spoken with horror of the systematic starvation
which they suffered. One of the most feared punishments was to
heve rations reduced, and the offer of the slightest increase in
rations as an incentive for incressed production was enoﬁgh to
drive the men beyond the limit of their physicsl endurence. By
gystematic stervation, the mess of prisoners were‘quickly demorelized.
For the sake of pitifully small increzses in food, men would become
stool pigecns, betrey their comrades, snd turn against their country
or their religion. One of the chief incentives to join the "antifa"

was the prospect of & comperatively luxurious food ration.

Constant Maintensnce of a State of Fluctuztion Between

Hope and Pear

The dictatorship of the Communist party in Russia was achieved
by & small group largely through the use of the wespon of fear.
Pear is prevalent throughout Russia: from the highest leaders in
the Soviet regime to the lowest slave in & labor cemp, the Russians

are afraid for their lives. And fear, like hunger, is demoralizing.

%0
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It becomes more demeoralizing when & man, beceuse of prbmises, begins
to hope for better conditions, only to have those hopes dashed to
despair.

Prisoners of wsr weferconstantly promised better living con-
diﬁibns, but the promises were slmost always broken and the period
of hope was replsced by despair and fear. The principal field in
- which this tuactic wus used was in the mattef of repatriation. A
, date would be set for the repstriation of & group, but the prisoner
would remuin in camp past the date with no mention of the matter
nor any explanations being mede. Another date would be sent and
the men ussembled to depart; there at the last moment (or after
they were ectually on their way), & portion of the group would be

taken off the shipment and returned to camp.

The Judicial System

The judicial system of the Soviet Union hts achieved much
attention from the world at large because of the "purge" trials
of politically prominent individuzls, both in Russia and its
satellites. It wouid seem that the sccused in Kussla are not
brought to trizl unless they ha;e already'been.AAjudgéd guilty.
The trisl itself ié merely & hearing in which the‘crimes of the
guilty are mude public and the sentence pronounéed‘githough.the

Soviets use forms of judicial procedure common to the West and

. _ S,
meke & great pretense of using "democratic" methodg.::
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This latter fact ﬁas‘true in the prisoner-of-war camps where
thousands of priscners were formally charged with war crimes, tried,
and almost alwsys pronounced guilty. The prisoner hed been forced
to make a "confession" before the trial, or else other prisoners
were suborned or forced to testify &gainst him. "Reactionary"
elements among the priscmers, thet,is, those who refused to co=
operate in the indoctrination program, were singled out to re-
mein in the Soviet Union. By trying these priscners on trumped-
up charges, the Soviets gave a legal aspect to the retention of
iarge numbers of prisoners as slave laborers. Thus, the judicial
system at work in the prisoner-of-war camps was & device used to

exercise control,
" Propagunda
The use which Soviet leaders have mude of propagsnda in thelr
rise to power is too well-known to require eleboration here. And

the use of propaganda in relation to priéoners of war has already

been discussed at. great length in this study.

Political Demoralization

Political demorsalization is more the result_qf other methods
of control than it is & method in itself. This particular type
of demofaiization, however, was & specific object of the indoctrin-
stion program. }fhe classic tectic is to selze upon dissatisfied

or sbused minorities of a national group and use them to help
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destroy the group as a whole. This wasidemopstrated in. the
recruiting of members for the NKFD. Also included in the polit--
ical demoralization methoa iskthe technique of the "lyirg promise."
The Soviets promise snything end everything to achieve their ends.
The tools of their achievement (those who have been duped into
serving) are ruthlessly discarded once they have outlived their.

purpose. ’ o e Lk

F. gConeclusions

According to certain Germuns who huve returned from yesars
of imprisonment in Russia, the average Germun who landed in &,
prison.camp was a man without a reference point. He no lénger
knew where he belonged, religiously df'ethically;(intellectﬁally
culturally, politicallyvér economicéii&! Conséquently, it was not
difficult for the poliﬁigéi éoﬁﬁiss&ré to demofalize these;individu&ls,

. , o _

both politicelly and spirituslly -- "to reduce them to a pulp" as
some Germens heve expressed it. But when Germén.priéoﬁers saw the
prectical result of the philosophy of materialism carried to its
last logical conclusion, many rejected the Communist doctrine and
turned again to the old idedls.

Perhaps the most significant conclusion that mey be gathered
from this study (and one which is certainly not original) is that

the leaders of the Soviet Union are determined to dominate the

rest of the world. The use of priscners of wer to extend the Soviet
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Political system is but one phase of this program. World Wer II
gave the Russians an opportunity to select and train comparstively
small groups of inéividuals from several nations. These groups of
‘fanatic, highly—trained, end well-orgenized individuals constitute
t threat to the secyrity of the nations to which they ha&e been
répatriated. This threat cannot be ignored.

AlL present-day soldiers are potentisal prisoners of the
Soviet Union and should be taught whut to expect if they fall into
the hands of tﬁe'Soviets. Armed with the knowledge of the uses
to which prigoners have been put in the pest, they mey be less
susceptible to Soviet propaganda and promises. At the same time,
nations re¢eiving back prisoners from the Soviet Union should
take extra‘preCautions‘to screen them.carefully and to keep a
close watch on those with whom the Communists may have had a

semblance of success.

9,
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CHAPTER VI
INDOCTRINATION OF JAPANESE

PRISONERS OF WAR

L. Living Conditions in Camps for Japahese Prisoners

In the course of the elevenwday war ‘between the Soviet Union
and Jupan which begen on 8 August 1945, neerly a million and a
half Japanese soldiers snd civilians stationed or living in Asia
und Sakhalin Island.fell into the hands of the Far Eastern Forces
of the Red Army;l These prisoners were immediately sent to priéon
cemps, largely in Siberia, where they were forced to perform work
of the hardest kind -- lumbering, comstruction, mining. More
than eight hundred camps vhere Jopanese prisoners were held have
besn identified.

It would seem that the Russians were not prepared to handle
such & large number of prisoners, wnd th2 lack of food, shelter,
clothing, medicine, and proper transportation combined with the
severe weather conditions in Siberia, hard labor, and poor sani-
ﬁtatiqn_rasulted in &« high death rate among the prisoners.2 They
were mude to work from eight to eighteen hours a duy in order to
meet the unressonzble demends of the quota system. FEven the
injured and sick were made to work. Guards and foremen were harsh,
and»beatings were frequent. The billets were crowded;‘unsanitary,
Lnd_gnheated; conteagious disewses, exposurs, and éverwork took a

; 3
hecvy toll of prisoners the first few months after the wer.
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B. Phuses of the Indoctrination Propram

The indoctrination of Japenese prisoners passed through at
leust four stages between i945 and 1950. From August 1945 wtil
abbut March 1946, #éry little, if any, indoctrination took place.
During those eightfhonths, the prisoners undefwent hardships
similar to those endured by German prisoners who were at that
time going through the so-called "punishment years." By the time
the Soviets opened their indoctrination campaign in March 1946,
the Japanese hadAreAChed e state bordering on prostraticn. The
shock of losing the war und the hardships endured during the

Siberian winter hud gone far toward "reducing them to a pulp" «s

the Germans have expressed it.

The First Indoctrination Period —- March-December 1946

The first stage of the indoctrination program was a negative
phuse designed to erudicate the long-standing hatred between the
Japanese and the Russians and to abolish "emperor worship" and
the military caste system peculiar to Japann4

In ilerch 1946, the camp commissars opened their indoctrination
program by launching & membership drive for an anti-Fescist group
known &5 the Friends' Society (Tomono Kei). Ancppeal was made to
6ll prisonéfé iﬁterested in political and social problems to join
this grdup and hold discussions. So few responded thét the strategy

was chenged and an attempt wus mude to improve camp conditions in

9%
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en é%forﬁ to gain & more 'receptive attitude on the part of the -
prisoners. In some camps, real‘progrésé Was;made in-alleviafing
the miserable conditiéne which existed, but this was the exception
rather than the rule.

In Mey 1946, the commissars began their offensive against
the Emperor and the militery caste systems, which the Soviets
considered the most important 5bstacles to a proletarian revolution
in Japan. Japunese officers, who had until this time been seg-
regated, were now mixed with the renk end file of prisoners, and
lerge numbers of them were singled out for prosecution &s alleged
war criminals. The Japan News (Nihon Shimbun), e propagsnda news
organ published in Khabarovsk snd distributed throughout the camps,
published inflammatory articles and editorials blaming the Emperor
and the army hierarchy for the unhappy lot of the prisoners. The
Friends' Society plustered the camps with posters and banners
besring such slogans as "Destroy the Officers! Privileges,"
"Beﬁter Living Conditions for Enlisted Prisoners,” and "Down with
the Emperor System."

Japanese enlisted pr;sonerg, freed from the control of their
officers and spurred by agitatg;s? got completely out of hend
when givep & chancelpo'haye_a voice in their own camp governmept.
Scmething approachingrwholesale.mutiny épread through the camps.
Officers were insulted and forced to submit to meny indignities.

Most of‘them were forced out of'the executive posit;ons which they

'
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neld in the camps by virtue of their rank. At the suggestion of

the Soviets, and urged by the Japan News, Camp elections were held

which resulted in the selectlon of rowdy and illiterate elements

for positions of leadership in the camp prlsoner organlzatlon.
Attacks on the emperor system continued, and the propaganda

began to emphasize the Soviét state £s an ideal form of government.

At the same time, the propaganda began to include diatribes against

United States' policy in,pccupied Japan éﬁd against'the nreactionary™

Yoshide Government. Luria storieS‘were‘circulated 2bout the abuses

heaped on the Japanese peOple by the occupational force in an effort

to discredit the United States in the ejés of the prisoners.

The Friends' Society (Tomono Kai)

The Friends' Society was formed around a hard core of Japanese
prisoners who had thrown in,their lot with the Soviets, many of
them having been Communists before their capture. They received
specigl treining to enable them to carry on their activities and
enjoyed sﬁperior living conditions. Members were recruited from
the ranks of the prisoners by much the same methods used in
organizing the "antifa" groups in Germen camps. In fact, the two
organizations served the same purposes for their respective nation-
Ialities and were used as a front by the Soviets to carry on as
much of the indoctrination program as possible.

The work of the Friends!' Society was performed by & camp
'coﬁmittee which, in turn, comﬁrised an editorial board and dramé,

welfare, propagands, sports, end labor committees. The editorial

Loee
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board translated Soviet propaganda into Japanese and published
wall newspapers, benners, and postérs. The labor committee super-
vised the work of prisoners an&.used various means of»compulsibn
to «chleve the work quotes. The other committees carried on
‘activities appropriate to their titles and endezvored fo give the
progrun the appearance of & spontaneous popular movemsnt among

the priscners.
i
Membership in the Friends! Society was voluntary at first,

but the majority of the overworked, discouraged prisoners were not

interested. Most of those who joined were opportunists who hoped
o
to receive more favorable treatment. Keprisals and threats of non-:
repatriation resulted in a greéf‘increase inlmeﬁgership. Eventua};y{%
ag.leas; 60 ver cent of the priéoners hud enrolled in the organi—.tuyﬁ
A 1 B

zetion,

[ o

’r fee ' ) [

The Second Indoctrination Period‘—— January-April 1947

Having undermined the moral structure of the prisoners by
discrediting the Emperor and the,militery caste systems; the B
Soviets now began the systematic teaching of theoretical communism,
replacing oldvloyalties with new&idéas. The progrem was designed
to Single,qut the intelligentsisz froin the renks snd give them
speclal truining. b ¥

;p_ﬁ@e spring of 1947, a Sgéfetury'Bureau (Shoki Kyoku) was

organized composed entirely of 'Japanese Communists who were charged
it
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sdapting end implementing Soviet political policy in the Japsnese
prispner—of—ﬁar camps;7 This Eroﬁp évoived a‘progfam 5f instfuétion
called the Short Courses (Késhu Kai) which covered such subjects as
theoretical communism, labor wunions and the class struggle, compar-
isons of Soviet and United States post-war policy, and the history-
of the Communist party.

The "Short Courses!" were introduced into every prisoner-of-war
district. Carefully selected prisoners were excused from manual
labor and sent to school where they had to maintein high scademic
standards. The orgenization which published the Japan News furnished
the subject matter for the courses in the form of pemphlets, posters,
charts, feature articles in the newspaper, and controlled discussion
topics. The "Short Courses" lasted from two weeks to a month, and
' the clesses averaged about thirty students each. Members of the
Secretary Bureau toured the camps to report on the progress of
the program.

"~ A typical "Short Course" in history covered the following
general topics; (1) International Siﬁuation; (2) National Structure
of the USSR; (B)Estalin Five-Year Planj (4) Situation in Japan; (5)
Differences befﬁeen U.S. Bourgeois Democrecy and U.5.S.R. Proletearian
Démocrécy; (6)‘Lénin and Stalin; (7) Japesnese Imperialistic Aggres;
sion Against the USSR; (8) How Japanese Prisoners Must Work to |
Compensate for War Damages; (9) World froblems; and(i&b Miscellaneous.

The final item covered a wide variety of subjects such as the causés

B9 DY
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of -war labor practices in the USSR, the Red Army, &nd critique
of the Emperor system. The subjects were presented in lectures
followed by discussionAperiods, aﬁd some outside study was re-~
quired. The studiec were obviously designed to appeal to the
intelligentsia amohgﬁfhe prisoners rather than to the rank and
file soldiers.

During the second phase, the name of the Friendg! Society weas
-chenged to Democratic Growp (Miggﬁg), end its activitdes beéame
more- political and less obstensibly social. Up to this point, &
-residue of mistrust for.communism hed existed among the prisoners,
¢nd the Soviets avoided. the use of the word_"communism," substitut—
. ing for it the more acceptable word Udemocracy." Later, as 111~
feeling developed between the Soviet Unlon-and the Unitad States,
the Soviets dropped all euphemisms and bluntly named the moyement
cominunism.

s The Third Indoctrination Period -- May-September 1947

The third stage of the indoctrination program consisved of an
intensifigation of the propaganda agalnst the "imperialistiew
policies of the Uniﬁéd”States in Japan. The mild'épproach to
‘communistic theory ofqéhe second phese now gave way to a direct
attempt to convince thé'prisoners that their'only salvétion lay
in an allisnce with ﬁhe Soviet Union. All prisoners wére urged to
| join thé Communist mozeﬁént in prepa=ation'for 8 proletarién revolu~

tion in Japan.

[
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The emphasis upon the political indoctrination progrem re-

sulted in longer periods of time spent in political meetings and
study which resulted in a decreased labor output. Tﬁe discord
between those responsible for labor production and for political
indoctrination reached such proportions that orders from higher
heudyuarters were finally issued demanding theat labor and pblitical
activities be co-ordinated. The political indoctrination lesders
were in the ascendancy at the conference which wus culled, but the
practicul necessity for lebor output resulted in a compromise in
which repatriation wus mede dependent upon production, and4the
political side of the controversy wes placeted by the creation of
speciel research groups (Kengxu-Kai)vin the camps. It wes decided
to hold regular.conferences &t about three month intervels which
would be attended by politicael officers from &ll districts es well
s by prisoner representatives of the Outstanding Workers! @roup

(Heragho-Rubatei). Attempts were to be made to stimulate both

production and indoctrination progrems.

The Fourth Indoctrinction Period ~—— September 1947 throush 1949

The fourth stage of the indoctrination program was merked by
‘ 9
en intensification of effort to accomplish the aims already mentioned.
At the begimning of the period, continued herdships and delays in

reputrietion had resulted in an apathy to the indoctrination progrem

cmounting to outright resistence in many instances.
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The insatiable demand for labor production never ceased,
but in 1948 the pressure begﬁn to abate to & certain extent.
Camp: conditicns were improved end workers who completed more than
1ue per cent of their quotas were rewarded with food ancd money.
actuel improvement in the lot of the‘prisoners was slight, but the

Soviets exploited zny improvement to its full propsgenda velue.

The Youth Organizations

A feature of the final indoctrination ;ériod was the use of
so-called youth orgunizations to gdrther the dimé 6f the indoctrin-
ation program.' The Soviet authorit{fc aAdapted a“ﬁethod which
seems peculiar to Japanese hahuviorzand'whi;ﬁ:was evidenced in the
rise of the military cllque 1n Jcpan in the early 1930ts -- that

of using raw, turbulent youths to ellmlnatb CODSGTVathe elements.

Wembershly in the youih orgdnlaatlons ‘was llmlted to prisoners

..\‘,;‘;
¥

under. thirty years, of ‘age. | wembers were glvbﬂ Spec1al pr1v11egbs
in the form of 1mpr0vud 11§_ng condltlons und p051tlons of power

and Lrestige in the camps to encéurdge thell dct1v1t1es. These
groups were formed inte political org;nlzatlons during the summer

of 1947. & fraternal society or "blood brotherhood! atmosphere

was meintained by & ruling thut new}members must be 5p6nsored'by
others within the group. The names of the organizations varied from
camp to camp, but their aius and methods were identical. Typical
rames were the Youth Actlon Corps, the Assault Cnrps, or the Young

Communist League. ' ¢ : o
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The declareda purpose of the youth organizations was tou
éﬁimulate interest in the indoctrination program and to incretcse
labor dutput. In addition to these purposes, however, the members
acted as spies throughout the camps and were intended to form the
nucleus of a strong Communist movement in Japan after their re-
ratristion. In the camps,-the organizations carried on & running
feud with conservative élements, and, backed by the suthorities,
used terroristic or gangstef methods to meintein control over the
other prisoners. |

In camps where the indocfrin&tion program was well zdvenced,
the youth leaders were given limited judicisl powers over other
prisoners. Prisoners who fziled tu co-operate in the indoctrinuticn
or labor programs were sﬁmmarilyftried and punished by so-called

_General Assembly Courts (Tai Shu Kanpa). "Kangaroo court" methods
were followed in the trial.of'"Communist<slackers" or "decadent
bourgeols" elements in the damp; The trials were held in the open
before crowdé of prisoners who were whipped into u frenzy by
members of the youth oré&niz&tion. The least punishment & culprit
could expect was to have to sign & pledge to hely overthrow the
emperor system and fight for a Communist government in Japan. At
worst, the mob would tuake matters into its own hands and the culprit

would be lynched on the spot.
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Judicial Methods of Control

The Soviets used courts (other than the "Kungarco Courts")
to punish Japanese prisoners in the sume manner they used them in
camps for German ppisoners. L;rge nunbergof the recalcitrant
elements,‘the intelligentsia, and highur-ranking prisoners who
could be expected to resist communism in Jepan if reputristed were
accused of war crimes on trumped-up charges and were commitied to
long terms of impyisonment in forced labor units and correction
Aﬁattalions. Minor‘offenders were sentenced to short terms in
detentlon barracks, & featire of every cemp. Political and group
leaders were permitted to impose sentences of solitary confinement
or short terms in the detention barracks on prisoners who fuiled
to salu$ebgroup leadefs, clean their barracks, or otﬁerwise obey

camp rules.

Advanced Training Schools for Prisoners

The system of schools for the &dvanoed training of sélected
Jupanese prisoners was so similar to the "antifa" school system
described in the chapter on Cermen prisoners that no further dis-
ous§ion will be presented here. On the higher levels, the school
sy stems for;varioﬁs nationaiities overlapped,.and, insofer «s
language difficulties‘could be ovefcome, courses werse ofteﬁ |

‘ : o 10
attended jointly by prisoners of seversl different nationalities.
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Repatriation Port activities

All Japenese prisoners had to undergo & final period of
intensive indoctrination at the port of Nakhodke before embark-
ing for Japan. The prisoners termed ﬁhis final period as the
"finiéhing school," and fear of non-repatriation was so great
 that practically all prisoners simulated great enthusiasm for
communism both on theiway to the port and at the port itself in
order to ensure their repatriation to Jepan. 8logans were shouted
in chorus at the slightest sigﬁal-from & leader and revolutionary
songs were sung lustily at every opportunity to convince Soviet
leadefs (and the Japanese spies scattered among the prisoners)
that they were confirmed communists.

Carefully organized screening systems were instituted at
Nakhodka to determine whether the individual prisoners were
"readyayfor repatriation. Agitation and propaganda squads,
investigatioﬁ groups, &and thé iocal Youth Action Corps made up
the political organization of the port. All the techniques of
mob psychology were uséd to stir up & frenzy of enthusiasm among
the prisoners. llass demonstrations, the passing of resolutions,
and the individual pledging of each prisoner to participate in
the Jap&nese Communist movement were features éf the final
ceremoniés before the prisoners embarked for Japan. In 1949,
when repatriation was nesring its close and the more fanstic

elements among the prisoners were finally returning to Japen, the
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effectiveness of the indoctrination program was evidenced by

several incidents of mutiny against American and Japanese authorities
' 11

by boatloads of repatriates upon thelr arrival in Japanese ports.

C. Conclusions

The basic methods of control used by the Soviets with Germen
prisoners were adopted aud applied to fapanese priscners. The
first object of'the prografm was to demoralize completely the
prisoners -- mentally, morally, énd spiritually -- and then mbld
them by means of starvation, coercion, and propaganda into tools.
of Soviet imperislism in Japan. The weekness of the program lay
in the discrepency between the ideals promulgut:d by the Soviets
and the actusl conditions (in Japen as well as Russia) observed
by the prisoners.

By means of their program, the Soviets have succeeded in placing
e small nucleus of Communist leaders in Japan which may eventually
gucceed in bringing about a Soviet-type revolution unless stringent
measures are taken to keep it in check. Of equal importance is the
necessity of preventing the rise of political and econémic unrest
in Japan which may meke it possible for a small, well-organized

group such as the Commmists to seize power and dominate national

policy.
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Explanatory Note

Much of this study is based upon a series of papers
prepared by a group of former German officers working under
the supervision of the Chief of the Historical Division,
European Command (EUCOM). Several of the individuals par-
ticipating in the project had been prisoners of the Soviets;
numerous repatriated Germans who had been prisoners of the
Soviets were also interviewed in the course of preparing
the studies. These separate papers are designated in the
citations that follow under their code number, MS P-018
(& through f). Copies of these papers are on file in the
Office of the Chief of Military History.

The other main sources of information were the
Departmental Hecords Branch, Office of the Adjutant General,
and the G-< Document Library, GSUSA. Unless otherwise
specified in the following notzs, all German records were
obtained from the former source; all others are on file
with G-2. Other documents have been secured from Air Force
Intelligence, Naval Intelligence, the Centrel Intelligence
Agency, and the Counterintelligence Corps.

The orgenization of the Red Army and of Soviet intel-
ligence agencies as described, 1s based principally on two
publications of G-2, GSUSA: Survey of Soviet Intelligence
and Counterintelligence and WD TM 30-430, Handbook on USSR
Military Forces (1945).

The classification of each document used is indicated
the first time it is cited by the symbols (R), (C), (8),
end (TS) -— Restricted, Confidential, Secret, and Top Secret
respectively. Only a few Top Secret documents have been cited,
usually for the purpose of supporting information secured
from less highly claessified documents.
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Chapter I
1. The period covered is from June 1941, the beginning ‘of the
wer between Germany and Russia, through early 1950, at which
time the Soviet Union announced tﬁe completion of thair prisoher-
of-war repatriation program. On 22 April 1950, the official
Soviet news agency, TASS, announced that all Jepanese pfisoners
of war had been repatriated-from the USSR; & similar announce-
~ment regarding German prisoﬁers Wasqmade on 4 May 1950. 1In
both instances, the Soviets admitte@ytgﬁholding back numbers of
individuals convicted of, or beiné iﬁvestigated for, war crimes;
they have failed to account for thousends of others listed as
missing and who were believed to have been captured by the
Soviets.

<. Cherles R. Joy (trans.), Helmut M. Fehling's One Great Prison

(Boston, 1951). Part II of this book consists of documents and
official announcements concerning Japanese and German war pris-
oners compiled by Charles R. Joy. The documents concerning
numbers of prisoners quoted in the text may be found in this
reference, pp. 93, 136, 138, 157-60, and 173.

3. Ibid., p. 157

4. Opecilal Report, GHQ, FEC, Mil. Intel. Sec., Gen. Staff, Jan 50.
"Japanese Prisoners of War, Life and Death in Soviet PW Camps."

This report contains a complete discussion of the wide ‘discrepancy
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between Soviet and Japanese -figures concerning the number of

Japanese held prisoners in the USSR.

5. Joy, One Great Prison, p. 173.

6. (1) ¥S P-0l8e, Appendix 2; (2) Annex to Rpt, dtd 6 Feb 50,

in MS D—387.4 This MS, as well as MS K-388, constitute a col-
lection of studies, reports, letters, and appeals pertaining

to the indoctrinsation, interrqgation; trial, and treatment of
German PW's in Russia during the post-war period, in documentation

of the MS P-018 series. See especially the Appeal to the Federate

Government at Bonn included in MS D-387.
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Chapter 1T

1. David J. Dallin, Hussies and Postwar'Europe~(New.Haven,yl945),
p. 73. This reference contains an excellent disséfﬁétion on
changing Soviet theory affecting the;rélations-of the Soviet

i

Union with other states.

2. George Verna&Sky, Political end Diplomatic History of Russia
(Boston, 1939),.pp. 434-36, 442.

3. T. A. Taracouzio, The Soviet Union and Internationsl Lew

(New York, }935), pp. 7ff. Marxian theory concerning the;‘
relationsvdf the Soviet Union with other states is delineated
in this reference.

4. Dallin, op. cit., pp..3—5.

5. Ibid., p. 74. o

6. MS P-018c, pp. 30-33.
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Chapter ITI

1. (1) GMDS ES 279. For an English translation of this doc-
ument see: CIA Document UO—W~1009, (c), pp; 8-20. (&) 4&n
exbensive diécussion of these instructions end of other aspects
of evucuation may be found in: Maj. Kerﬁit G. Stewart, "Russian
Jdethods of Interrogating Captured Personnel, World Wer IIV
(Special Stuaies Series, OCHMH), (S) Chs VII and X and Chart

No. 1 facing p. 68.

2. GMﬁS OKW File on PW affeirs, E 2, 5, 7, 8, Heerescrchive

Potsdanm Sg.i 70/No. 33713."ZEerman.translation of Russisn

order dtd 10 Mar 427. This order, confirming”an order of 1 Jul
41, indicated that in the early stages of tha'war prisoners
neeged for interrogation by higher military intelligence agenciles
would not be transferred to the NKVD until the army was finished
with them;

3. (1) WD TM 30-430, I-26; (2) Stewart, op. cit., pp. 104-7.

4. WD TM 30-430, I-4, 5.

5. (1) Stewart, op. cit., Ch VII; (2) OKW File on PW Affairs

EZ, 5, 7, 8, Heeresarchiv Potsdam Sg.: 70/33713. This file

contains conflicting documents on the matter of the killing
of German prisoners during the early months of the war. The
Soviet high command apparently issued ne wniversal order re-

garding prisoner treatment during this period.

414

Ay T e et e e



ne

L

y .‘;‘;_r, : ot ¥

SHEPER Eoﬂﬂelegmmwww@&mm&@wm 2

6. GMDS German uurvey Forolgn Axmie= Eaaﬁ, H/3/68<, 2 Jan 43.

[ e P

This document, sn order issued by the Deﬁuty Commlssér of -
Defense rev1ewed the appalling conditions urder whlch Gerﬁannz
prisoners were belng evgcuated and ordcred measures to be E
tuken to ensure hedlthful condlt:.onu durlng evﬁcuatton.l The
stated ObjthlVe of the order was to preserve the strcngth '
and lives of prisoners so they could be utilized as laborers

7. Taracouzio, op. cit., p. 329.

8. OKW File on PW Affairs B «, 5, 7 8, Héeresarchlv Potsdam

Sg.: 70/No. 33713. Soviet order dtd 14 Jul 41; (German o

translation dtd 14 Sep 41.

9. GMDS Document file, Army Group North, Beutebefehle, Ic/A0,

15.IX4) = 2.1.43. For a translation of this document see:

Stewart, op. cit., Appendix TII.
10. WS P-0l8c, Sec. II, 6.

11. MS P-013f, Sec VI.

1)
~

12. (1) CIC Doc, "Soviet Agents Security," pp. 10, 24. (
Interr. Rpt., EUCOM ID, 12 Apr 49, Sub: MGB Operational
Techniques (TS). An excerpt from this document may be found
in Stewart, op, cit., Aébendii VI, Item 13.

13. GMDS Interrogation Reports, Pt. IV, dtd 10 Sep 43, found

"in G-2 file of Ninth Army inlage 5 zum Taetigkeitsbericht der

Abt Tc/AO, 18.VIIT.-31.XIT.43. This document conteins & summary

of the content of Stalin Order 171, dtd 8 Jul 43. At this writing,
no exact copy of the order has been discovered in aveilable files.
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14. Joy, Q cit., pp 7—15

T L5, Ibld o \

lo. (1) GMDS #36 U56/23, 27th Corps, 31 Mar 43; (2) GUDS #28
071/10, 29th Inf Div, 20 Jan 43; (3) GMDS #30 153/7, 67th Inf
Liv, 22 Jun 43; (4) GuDS #37 539/4, 10z2d Inf Div, 9 Aug 43.
Excerpts from these documente appesr in Steweart, op. cit.,

ap. VI, Items 6, 9, 10, snd 1l respectively.

116

S o s U S v i



SHABRVRY ErfRele SE20NRET P AIRAFES TRIFERCIAOA0003-2 |
Chepter IV o ' S e

‘1. (1) WD fM 50—430, IV-4ff; (2) Survey of de'Int, pp. 59-61.

2. In 1943, the NKVD lost its surveillance functions over the
civil population and the Red Army.u Tts Main Directorate of State
Security (GUGB) becume a commissariat (NKGB), end the Speclal
Sections {00 NKVD) became Ked Army counterintelligence (GUKR NKO
Smersh). The NKGB worked closely with ﬁhe NKVD, however, &nd the
changesg were just "paper" changes so far as the average Russian
was concerned. The NKGB operated a number of prisons for political
criminals, but the labor camp system stéyed under the NKVD.

3. (1) GHQ, FEC, MIS, ATIS Interrogation Heport No. 60, 29 Oct 48,
(8), pp. 38ff; (2) WDGS Int Rpt No. RT-194-50 (CI-896), 21 Feb 50,
(8), Sub: Administrztion of PW Affairs by the MVD; (3) Stewart,

op. cit., pp. 111ff., 360 ff, and Orgenizational -Charts Nos. 6

and 7. '

4« GHQ, FEC, MIS, ATIS Interrogation Report No. 60, 29 Oct 48,
(S), pp. 38ff."

5. Since Japanese prisoners were largely interned in the vast
ereas of Siberia, it is possible that the Soviets added an
intermediate echelon of command at the republic level as a
practic&l.gbiution of communication and control .problems. Shorter
distances and better communications with Moscow may have mede
unnecessary the intermediate echelon in western Russia where @
majority of camps for Germans were located.

.
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6. GHDS 40 935/27, 17th Army on the Crimes (Germen), 16 Dec 43.
7. The practice of having & prisoner organization to assist
the. camp commander in camp administrative matters is commor to
the handling of prisoners by most nations and is provided for

in the Geneva Conventions concerning prisoners of wer.

8. In English usuge, the title "commissar" hes been spplied |
loosely to political leaaers-in the Soviet Union from the lqwest
to the highest levels of government. The title (that is, its
equivalent in Russian) is much less used in the USSR. Since
most returnees from Soviet prison cemps have referred to the
Chief of the NKVD assigned to each camp as a "politicul commissar,"
the designation has been retained in this study.

9. MS P-018c (appendix entitled "Caﬁp Group: Cherepovetg-Krya-

sovets," p. 6l.) The camp commender was ¢ member of the NKVD as
Was the political commissar, but the former was assigned to the
Escort and Convoy Troops which performed police and military
duties only and which was apparently subordinate to other more
strictly politiecul branches of the NKVD.

10. Ibid.

11. M5 P-0l8e, App. 1, pp. 30-34.

12. MS P-Ul8e, Preface.

13. 7707 EUCOM IC, Rpt No. RT-60-49 PI-556, dtd z4 Jan 49, (S),

Sub: Treatment of German PWs. . ." (information dtd Nov 43), Sec 3.
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14. Konrad Heiden, "Why They Confess," Life Magazine

(<0 Jun 49), pp. 9<ff.

l5. This qiscuséion of prison—gamp conditions will not bé
footnoted excert where specific facts require documentation.
The‘fc;lowing documents, articles, and books are the principal

- sources upon which this discussion is bused: (1) MS P-018b, ¢
and e; (2) Team 6, 7020 AF CI Unit, USAFE, Rpt No. 6-137-0250,
(8), 8 Feb 50; (3) Teunm 10, 7020 AF CI Units, Rpt No. 10~148-0250,
(8), 6 Feb 503 (4) feam 1<, 08I, IG, USAFE, Rpt No. 12-199-0250,
(8), 20 Feb 503 (5) Tesm 15, 7020 AF CI Unit, USAFE, Rpt No. 15-179-
0250, (8), 14 Feb 50; (6) 700Llst AISS, USAFE, sub: Soviet Treat-
~ment of German PWs, (8), 12 Dec 49; (7) #il Att, Iran, Rpt No.
R-32-47, (8), Mar 47; (3) U.S. Nav A%t, Moscow Area, (R), 25 Sep
46, p. 2; (9) BID Doc #331073, sub: Conditions of Release for
Officer and Nazl Intersses . . . in USSR, Bérlin,‘(C), 24 Dec 46;
(10) Hq EUCOM.IC: Rpt #RT—60—49 (PI-556); (ll) 7001 AISS-~USAFE,
Fpt ﬁo. l@~l72—l, (S), 10 Jen 50; (12) Hans Rebach, "Gemordet

Wurdenachts" (M"furders Took Pleace at Night Der Spriegel
= UE . . g ’ ’

R3 ey 513 (13) Joy, op. cit., Part I; (14) GHQ, FEC, MIS ATIS
Interrogatidn Report No. 60, 29 Oct 48, (8). "

lo. M5 r-0l8e, App. 1, Sec. 1 and 2. It is well to keep iﬁ
mind’that.German treatment of Rugsé&n prisoners, Nazi treatment

of political offenders and Jews in concentration camps, and the

German forced-labor program which resulted in the transporting
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of hundreds of thousands of Russian men, women, and children
to Germany are mutters which Germen writers are inclined to
ignore when discussing Russian treatment of priséners of war.
Jupanese treutment of prisoners, likewise, was not in keeping
with eniightened western practice.
17. (1) GHQ, FRC, Mil Intel. Sec., Speciel Report, sub: Life
and Death in Soviet Pw Camps, Zimdated, released sbout 1 Feb 5Q7;
() MS P-Ol8e, 4pp. 7 ("Disabilities of Repatriated /German/
prisoners from Russia"). |

The first prisoners to be repatriated from Russia were sick,
aged, or obherwise incapacitated individuals who were useless as
laborers. The last toﬂbe repatriated were, on the whole, in mqph _
- better heslth and included many who had attended the advanced
schools for indoctrination.
18. A%, sporadic intervals during the wér, prisoners were per-
‘mitted to send and receive mail, but no consistent plen was
followed by the Soviets. The International Committee of the
Red Cross made repeated but ineffectual efforﬁs to~ secure the
co-operation of the Soviet Government in this matter. See:

Report of the International Committee of the Red (ross on its

Activities during the Second World War, Sept 1939 - June 1947

(Geveva, Moy 48}, L. pp. 430ff.

19. MS P-Cl%e, app. 1, p. 32
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«V. Cless five prisoners vere designeted on the Soviet ilsts

by the initials "OK.!" apparently, these letters stood for

QOsdorowitielnaja Komanda;'translated in German documents'as

Genesendenkommando and mesning "convalescent detail." Come
Germen prisoners assumed erroneously, but logically, that

"OK" stood for Ohne Kraft -- "without strength.

21, Team 1lU, 7020 AF CI Unit, Ept No. 10-148-0250, & Feb 50,
22. (1) Joy, op. cit.; (2) M P-Ul8e, App. 3, p.151

<3. MS P-01l8e, Ch. II.

4. (1) MS P-Ul8e, app. t; (&) Stewert, op. cit., pp. 33<-44.
<5. S P-Ul8e, App. 7. This ujpendix hus been reproduced us a

separate study: Hist Div, EUCOM, "Disebilities of hepatristed

Prisopers from Russia" ("Foreign WMilitary Studies," Vol I,

No. 4 /R - Security Informstion/, 1951).
26. Ibid.
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Chapter V ‘ . L

1. ost of the information on which this part §é'£he sfudyAiéa
based may be found in the following sources: (l)NMS.P-OISC, |
pp. 11-19, 24-25, 35-36, 78; (2) Hq Eighth Sv Cmd ASF, Int Rpt,

sub: Russian Education of German Prisoners of War, (C), 9 Mar 45;
(3) Hq EUCOM IC, Rpt No. RT-624-48 (PI-581), "History of the NKFD
and BdO," (8), /Source wss (Former) Maj Gen Walter Paul Schreiber
(Medical Corps, Germen Army)./ ‘

2. WS P-018c, pp. 35-36.

3. Ibid., p. 37.

4. Study, Deutsche Kriegsgefangene in der Sowjet—ﬁnion?in-Anti—
Komintern File EaP-116/95, Oct 43 (hereafterifeferréd ﬁg as Anti-
Komintern File EaP-116/95). This reference éontains ali;ng,list
of German Communists with short biographical sketcheshzgwﬁagyw
instances. Among the names are those of Beier, Bierwerth, Fleschner,
Glodschey; Meisner, Melchoir, Reyher, Scholle, Storz, Vielguth,
Wolff, Zittel, and Weinert. Three of these were listed as formecr
Communists, two as politically unreliasble (from the Nazi point of
view), five as having no political background, and three as having
Nazi convictions.

5. 1Ibid.

©. In some instances, at least, indoctrination of prisoners did

not begin until the late winter, that is, early in 194%.
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7. Hq Eighth Sv Cmd ASF, Int Rpt, sub: Russian Education of
German Prisoher of War, (C), 9 iar 45.

8. Hq EUCOM IC, Rpt No. KT-624-48 (PI-581), History of the NKFD
and BAO, (S). s
9. Anvi-Komirtern File EAP-116/95.
10, I-id.
1. W 2-018ce, p. 38.. .
1z, Thié.seétion*of the study is largely based on the following
referenées: (1) Anti-Komintern File EAP-116/95; (2) MS P-Ol8c,
pp. 380f; 3 MS-P-018e, pp. 84EF; (4) EUCOM IC, RT-629-48 (PI-581),
"Histofy of the NKFD . . .7 (8), 23 Nov 48. .
13. bA‘Pamphlet 20-234, "Operations of Encircled Forces," (R),
Feb 52, p. 23.
14. S P-Ol8e, p. €6.

15. Ibid.

16. Incomplete lists of the members of the NKFD mey be found in

(1) Anti-Komintern File EAP-116/95; (2) EUCOM IC, RT-629-48

17. EUCOMl IC, RT-629-48 (PI-581). This reference includeé an
inéomplete list of members of the Sterring Committee of the EdO.
18. MS P-018e, pp..90-92.
19. s P-018e, pp. 92—94;
20. EUCOM IC, RT—629—48_2PI—581).

21, Tbid.
<2. Ibid,

<3. EUCOM IC, RT-629-48 (PI-581), "History of the NKFD."
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24. P-018c, pp. 46ff.

25. P-018e, pp. 139ff. %
%6. Ibid., pp. 142-43.
27. 1Ibid. Conflicting reports on the regional schools indicate
that some of the lower level schooléfmay have had courges lasting
from four to six months. Most reports mention three-month courses,
however, and many of the advgppgd students undoubtedly received
more than the nine months of i?aiﬁiﬁ;'iﬁtthe'ﬁunion" schools.
28. Considerable information on these schools is aveilable for the
researcher who desires to pursue thig subject further: In addition

I.to sources already;citeﬁ,ﬂsee: (1) 7854th 4ID, Report No. R-527-48,
"Special PW Camp for Antif Training in Teiitsa, Ivanovo Oblast,"
(s), %4 Nov 48; (2) USFa S;ecial.biweekiy Ept No. 88 (S), 1 April

49, Part III; (3) Hg EUCOM (5-2 Branch, Berlin Command), "Prisoner
of War Information," (8), 12 May 47; (4) USFA Speciul Biweekly Rpt
No. 61, (T8), 19 Mar 48, Pt II; (5) 7707 MIC OI Special Triangle
Rpt No. 19, (TS), 12 May 47, par. 2.

" 39. p-018c, p. 45.

30, Ibid., pp. 51-52. ;

31. P-018e, pp. 1l41-42.

32. 1bid.

33. P-01%e, App. 1, "The Secret of the Power of the Soviet State
(by former Major Otto Schnuebbe), pp. 18-115. By omitting the neme
of the author and by making minor changes in the text, the Historicel
Division, EUCOM, were able ﬁo mimeograph & limited number of copies
carrying a "Restricted-Security Info." classificatlion.
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Chapter VI
1. Stewart, op. cit., Ch. XI, pp. 357-59.

2. Ibid.

3. GHQ, FEC, MIS, ATIS Inﬁerrogation Report No. 60, 29 Oct 4, (&),
p. 2. This report, compiled frbm interrogations of tho%sands of
repatriated Japanese, presents a comprehensive picture of con-
ditions in camps for Japanese, the indoctrination program, and

the organization of the camps. The following discgﬁsion of
indoctrination methods used with Japanese prisonégs is based

almost entifely on this reference.

4. Ibid., pp. 59-9.

5. Ibid., p. 7.

6. Ibid., pp. 11-15.

7. This policy emanated from Soviet politicel headqusrters in
Khabarovsk., Lt. Col. Kawarenko was the director of this work and
had charge of both the Propaganda Section of the Khabarovsk
Political Department and the Japan News.

8, Ibid., pp. 15-16.

9. (1) Ibid., pp. leff; (2) GHQ, FEC, Specisl Report "Jupinese
Prisoners of war ~- Life and Death in Soviet PW Camps," undated.
10. Ibid., pp. 31ff.

1. GHG, FEC, Special Report, "Japanése Frisoners of War --
Life and Death in Soviet PW Camps.! Full descriptions of the
port of Nakhadka and of the activities which took place there

appear in this reference.
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7 eemomx 1
C4SE ‘HISTORIES

Item 1

Ineffective Indoctrination of Officer Prisoners

Two German officers, a pilét and an artillery observer, were
forced down behind Russian lines and captured in November 1941.
They were treated well, subjected to zbout a week of interrogstions
during which no cruel or pnusual methods were used to extort
information, and interned in a camp under reasonably comfortable
conditions.with about one hundred other German officer prisoners.
On one occasion, the Russians put on & militaryrdemonstfation
with an infantry company, an artillery battery, and several tanks;
Thig "exhibition force" was well~-trained and very well-equipped
with winhter gear. The demonstration consisted of & sham battle
staged outside the camp for the benefit of the German officers
‘who were guarded very inconspicuously. Red Army officers mingled
with the Germans'and asked for criticism and comment. The Russians
were obviously attempting to create the impression that the entire
Ked Army was as well-trained and eéuipped as the exhibition group.
The Cermans were courteously attentive, but wnimpressed. Other than
this demonstration, no attempt was made to propagandize the prisoners

in this camp during the winter of 1941-42.

% Source: MS P-018c, pp. 13ff.
Appendix I
Page 1
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In the spring of 1942, the two officers with a number of
other prisoners were shibbeévto another camp whefe about five
hundred officers, from the rank of lieutenant to colonel, were
already interned. Treatment in the first camp had been good, but
in this second-camp the Russians were éveﬁ friendly. Tgé prisoners
were treated as dfficéfs; end Ruééian officgrs often dinea with |
them. & largeblibrary'of books in:the German language, both fiction
and non-fiction, was maintained. Amoﬁg the books ﬁere & considerable
number of the: basic works of Marx, Engels, Lenin; St@lin, and other |
prominent writers on communism and socialism. Apparently; the
| Soviets hoped that, out of sheer boredom, the prisoners wouid féad
and be infliuenced by these works. o
During 194, the Soviet authorities in the camp unobtrusifély
organize@ a number of reuding "elubs" or discussion "eircles"
among the prisoners and began to give léctures, followed'By dis-
cussions, on a variety of subjects, including communism in théﬁj
“bolshevist form. Attendance at these lectures wes not compﬁlsdry,
but a record was kept of those who attendedvregularly. Thg usual
Communist formulas for thé solution of wdrld problems were
, presented‘in these iectures; belshevism was'exfélléd as the real‘
and true form of democrucy; and the mission of the Scviet Union was
said to be the liberation of the masses from the yoke of capitalism.

The lecturers hever referred to Hitler or td national socialiém.

Appendix I
Page <
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The program, according to ahé%two German offideré;'was &

. clever apq,psychologically‘Well~managed attempt to convert

the prisoners to communism gradually through self-sﬁudy, but
the attempt was not successful-because of the,criticai attitude
of the prisoners.

In the fall of 194z, tﬁe prisoners of this camp were "sorted
out" and one of the two; the pilot, sent to a new camp containing
only Air Force officers. The three hundred prisoners in this
camp were, for the first %&me, asked officialiy which officers
would volunteer to work for the 'Russi'ans. Specifically, they
were asked to collaborate on the writing of a truining manual
for the Soviet Air Force. At this time, and for the short
period the reporting officer was £here, no German volunteered
to do so. In October, this officer was transferred to another
camp where both officers and noncommnissioned officers of the
Luftwaffe were interned. Here, propeganda lectures were held
according to a schedule, and the subject matter dealf largely
nith the international aspects of bolshevist i@eology. Thé
speakers were mostly German emigree Communists who for the
first time spoke strongly against Hitler and nationel socislism.

The two Gefm&n officers made separate escapes to Germany
during the winter of 1944-43 and reported to German authorities

who combined their information in one report.,

129
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*
 Item 2 :
Effective Indoctrination of Officer Prisoners
Zﬁote: This case history is based on information secured by
German interrogators.

Two German fighter pilots, both officers, were forced to the
ground and captured near Moscow in‘l941. They underwsnt treatment
and indoctrin&tioh very similar to the officers whose experiences
were described in Item 1. These two officers, however, were
gradually convinced of the soundness of communistic theory and
were sent to & épecial camp near Moscow in the summer of 1943
where only about twenty other "convefted" of ficer prisoners were
interned. This transfer océufred after the L btle of Stalingrad
(the German deféat there was largely réSponsibLe for the finsl
conversion of most of the twenﬁy offibers) and falls vutside the
period wnder discdssion here. It Shduld ke notéd, however, that
these collaboratoré>were_trained as santeurs and subséquently sent
on missions behind German lines. The first mission assigned to the
two officers (who worked &s & team) was to assassinate Hitler.

They were smuggled into Germeny with the help of Russien partisans,
but their adventurous underteaking failed end they returned to

Moscow where their fallure was not held against them. SubSequentLy,
they were captuied during an attempt to carry out a plot against

the German commander of an occupied area in Russia.

#Source: MS P-018c, pp. 17-19.
Appendix T

Page 4
130

S PORE T SECONP ORISR os?



’ : 003-2
SBER B ReleSROURIT YA RURORHIRPRONR?
*
Item 3 - :
Effective Indoctrination of un Enlisted Prisoner

/Note: This case history is based on & United States Army inter-
rogation report. The source wus a Germen corporal who had been
captured by Americans and sent to a prisoner-of-war camp in the
United Stuates. He had been captured by the Russians in December
1941, had become a collaborator, and had aceepted an espionage ,
mission in Germany. His "cover story" as an escapee was accepted
by Germun szuthorities, and he had been integrated back into the
German army where he was serving as & Soviet agent at the time of
his capture by Americans in July 1944. Under the circumstances,
this source cennot be considered entirely reliable, but his story
does not differ essentially with information secured from many
other sources and mey be considered reasonably accuratqg7

In the camp where the German corporal was interned in December
1941, the political commissar was a Russian who had lived in Germany
for years before the war and spoke perfect Germen. He gave pre-
liminary instructions to the prisoners and assured them that there
was absolute freedom of speech and press in the camp. Secret
meetings were forbidden, however, as were threats by groups against
those whose views did not coincide with theirs. The prisoners were
then organized into groups according to uge, occupation, and
nationality, and these groups held meetings, at which time views
of individual members could be voiced. Attendance at such meetings
was compulsory. At the first meeting, both pro-Nazi and anti-Nazi
views were expressed. Minutes were taken and kept on file.

Before long, Wilhelm Pieck visited the camp, and, after
reviewing minutes of the meetings, made & speech to the prisoners
*Source: Hq Eighth Sv Cmd ASF, Int Rpt, sub: Russian Education
of Germezn Prisoners of War, (C), 9 Mar 45.
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based on the arguments recorded in those minutes. The salient
ﬂoints of this speech were: (1) Germeny had definitely lost the
war (the strength of British and American forces was emp@asized);
(2) Hitler and the Nazi part& were leading Germsny to utter ruinj
(3) Germany's‘only salvation was to overthrow‘Hitler and ‘the Nazi
party, ahd the longer.the German people delayed, the more suffering
they would endure. Refuﬁing thé.principal prouNgzi argument that
the prisonersbwere'German séldiérs and must remain loyal to the
Fuehrér, Pieck stated that Hitler had deceived them and ﬁﬁat their
principal obligétion and duiy was to the German péople.

In this Speech, anduthe many ﬁhich followec, Pieck made no
méntion of communiem. He wéé foilowed by Wéineft and other less
notable German emigrees tﬁany of whom used fictitibus names) who
made speeches albng the propagande line laid down by Pieck. The
German corporaL,'never hav1ng besen svmpathetlc to the 1deology of
ndtlonal 5001ullsm, goon accepted the views of the speakers. The
faCt that the speukers were of German natlonaljty influenced his
decision. | ' |

With Pieck'suarfival, the camp groups were recrganized into:
.(i) a Directorate (g;gp),'(z) & Select Commi.ttee (Engeres Aktiv),

3
and (3) en Expanded Committee (Erweitertes Aktiv).  Other camps

#Some translators have used the terms "Club," "Tnner:Circle,"
and "Outer Circle" as the English equivalents for the titles of the
three echelons of the camp politicel organizstion.

Appendix I
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apparently underwent similar reorganization, and by‘mid—l?AZ the
memberahlp and activities of these groups were more or less =3 follows'

The Directorate or "Club" consisted of nine full-time members
whe printed an anti-Nazi newspaper, made speeches, end otherwise
directed anti-Nazi activities within the camp. The members had
usually demonstrated leadership ability in the Select Committee
of another camp, had been sent to a school for advanced tra*nlng,
and had then been assigned to a camp Dlrectorate

The Select Committee consisted of barracks, company and cemp
leaders (prisoners appointed to wmct as officers in the camp
organization), a group of from twenty to thirty-five prisoners
who worked part time in organizing political gatherings.

The Expanded Committee usually had from forty to eighty members,
all of whom had declared themselves openly against nazism.

No efforts were made to indoctrinate prisoners with pro-Communist
propagande during the time the German corporsl wes interned. Except
for a handful of Poles, Finns, Romanians, and [talians, the prisgoners
were all Germans; but each nationality had its own political move-
ment, Austrians and Germans were separated in onewtam@, combined

in another.

o

The corporal demonstrated enthusiasm and ability as a member of
the Expanded Committee and séon beceame & member of.the Select Com—
mittee. After making a number of speeches, he was sent to & school
for advanced training from April until August 194<. He was then
assigned as a member of the Directorate of another camp where he msade
speecheg, organized meetiﬂé;, and soon became leader of his group.

The political organization of this camp was similar to that in the

Appendix 1
. Page 7
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~camp whi2re he bagan his anti-Nazi activities. Near the end of
October, the corporal waé asked by the camp commissar whether
he would accept a mission in Germany. He agreed and was sent
to a villa néér Moscow where he wus trained as a radio operator
during November and December. (He learned to handle cdde at
the rate of eighﬁy-five letters a minute.) After'receiving
further instrucﬁions concerning his mission and lesrning an
excellent cover étér&, he was returned to Germany by meens of

& parachute drop.v, o o 4

T,
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APPENDIX IIX
Ineffective Indoctrination of a German Chaplain

In one particulaf camp where the indoctrination program
was going badly from the Soviet point of view, the commissar
_ feared for his position bectuse the attendance at the meetings
" had dropped to 8 per cent of the prisoner population. The
commissar took this as a pretext to hunt for ringleaders among

the "reactionaries" and approached a chaplain, a Luthern minister,

who had been particularly annoying because of his neutral attitude.

Another German‘prisbner who was present reporied the following
conversations:

"Why didn't you sign the last peace resolution?" demended
the commissar.

"Because I keep away from politics.m

"Do you realize that by your attitude you are saboteging
our efforts among the prisoners —- efforts directed toward peace?
If you had,signed,‘then the hundred and twenty-eight officers who
attended your religious service lést Sunday would &also have signed

the resolution.

"That 1s a matter which I cannot judge," replied' the chaplain.

"Do you_realize that as a chaplain you have to advocate the

cause of peace?" asked the commisar. "You belong on the side of

#¥Source; MS P-018e, aApp. 1, pp. 79ff.
: Appendix IT
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the poor who want peace. That is, you belong on thqui@e of the
Soviet Union and not on the side of capitalists! You should support
propaganda for peace." |
- "Herr Commissar," retufﬁed the chaplain, "you are confusing
the profession of a minister with that of a politiceal activist.
It is the duty of the Church to make people directly responsible
to God. The poor s well as the rich are responsible before God.
Not only the capitalistic world of the West but also the Commmist
world of the Eust is responsible before God snd under His jurisdiction."

This reusoning had the commissar stumped fbr a moment, then he
continued with a new line of aétack. "You are denying your own
reformer! Luther took up the cause of the poor sgainst the feudal
rulers of the Middle Ages."

The chaplain was unperturbed. "The purpose of the Reformztion,"
he explained patiently, "was to plaée men in & position 5f direct
responsibility before God. No church’norvgny nation, whether .
capitalistic or communistic, can take t@iﬁ from him."

"You don't know Luther!" accused tﬁe commissar, remembering
his Marxist training, "like &11 movemgnts in world history, the
Reformation was an economic and sociai Sngi?

"Herr Commissar;" said £heHchaplain'firmly, "if I am to discuss
the Keformation with &ou, I must éxﬁéct of‘you a deeper graspvaf
the circumstances surrounding it. I consider it better to discontinue
this discussion."
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