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i, This memorandum lacludes s recommendation for action
in "arsgraph 8,
\ 3. The revised versies of the Uepsriment of ixfenze paper on
surlacing of the 3«12 has been roviewed and found to be not radically
different from the previous version, !
3. The roajor chamge ooours on fage % of the basic memoranduin:
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4, The only other n.inor change in the i:aaﬁmptriwm 7
slimination of any reference to recce strike in the proposed draft stete~
meat and refers to the 3X £3 5 "strategic” reconsaissance vehicle,

5, In summary, this new paper and further considerstion of
the problem: reinforce wy previcus feelings that the surfaciag of the
KX will be disastrous to the A-12 as un intelligence reconnaisgsnce
wvehicle. I belteve timt even accidental or jurposefil leaks relative to
the A~12 would be rmuch less dermglng since they provide the epportinity
for "ao comrsent” or denials and do mot commit the U. 3. Government
officially to this development, The surfacing would give the prese and
the aireraft industry 2 virtusl (ree license to pry into and diecuss
openly sll sspects of the X development and wonld inevitably result
in 8 maeh mwore exteasive disclomare of the classified characteristies
than could oceur from lealks er remors.

8. Therefore, ! should like to recommend again that you place
the problem before the Fresivent, perhaps at a NSC Execative Conucittee
meeting, =0 that he exn maake & decision for the over-all National geod
besed on both the reguirements for an RX vehicle, the requiren:ents
for an A-13 intelligence capability, and the probable consequences o
this latter capability resulting from the surfaciag of the RX developruent.
This must be done a8 soon as possible in order to avoid the decision
occurring by erosion or default and without an unbiased evaluation

nsidering bromd Hatioual interest,
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