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}‘asiro’s Bﬁli&dzéb\
Offer Could Prove
To Be His Undoing

+

Has Castro been persuaded to hire a crack
public relations man? '

That certainly seems a highly logical possibility
in his offer to exchange some 1.000 prisoners, taken
in the abortive U. S.-sponsored attempt to over-
throw him, for 500 bulldozers. For though the

proposal seems a wild one to seme, it is actually !

extremly smart. )

Throughout Latin America the United States is
“thought of as a highly- dollar-conscious country.
: Our public image is that of a people who think
primarily in terms of money, putting a dollar value
on everything, including human life.

Because of the blundering stupidity with which
the Cuban invasion was condiigtéd. — due to the
bumble-headed. if not almos
ducted workings of the Central Intelligence Agency
~it is now universally known that none of the
1,000 prisoners would be in the hands of Castro
except for the actions of the'hnited States.

In brief, the United States is responsible for their
being in captivity just as much so.as.if they were
really members of our armed forces. .

. Therefore, thanks to this offer@®y Castro, our
" country is put on the horns of a'diléhima in the eyes
of Latin America and the world.” ™"

. The dilemma is: are e, a pe;b’%e who evaluate
i everything in terms’ gding to evaluate

of ddllars.
the lives of 1,000 men and find them worth 500
bu]lfdozerz? ' : .ﬂvsl;lll = 1\‘ ]

If we decjdp thatiwe shall nottake advantage
of the offeragk‘frée th

1,000 at this price, then the
Eﬁgiwc naw suffer in all Latin

public image from ; :
¥ *American—will be con-

f\'mer(iica—that of t
irmed. . . ‘ .
| “Look at the Aﬁl’e‘f?&%s?“' thev'will say. “If they
" don’t consider that t of a man who risked his
" own life for the United States is worth half a bull-
dozer. what price would they put on the life of
one of their ordinary people? Would thev consider
him worth maybe the price of a secondhand car.
or $10, or a dime? Or would it be merely nothing?”

On the other hand, if we do decide to accept
. the offer and free the 1.000 at the rate of two men
| for one bulldozer, what_will happen then?

T ———

~and all its maior parts, should have stamped into

ﬁf’i"%ia;sonably con- -
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anywhere than laughter? There ig fidnie. It is a wea-

!
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The answer lies in how we do it. Castro,” of7]
course, is convinced that we will not accept the
offer, and that if we do, we will handle the matter
with the same degree of intelligence that charac-
terized the invasion, Quite possibly he is correct.

However. if we were to handle it along different
lincs, the results would be radically different and
extremely embarrassing to the bearded butcher who
thinks that Khrushchev is the greatest thing that
happened since Stalin. :

What we shouhd do is.accept the offer and pre-
pare the bulldozers immediatelv. Each bulldozer

o~

the metal, in Spanish.sthat it was a gift from the
American people to the Cuban people. given for the
purposé of saving lives:;And not just the lives of )
the 1.000. but also'theJixes of countless athers whe
would be greatly benefited if the bulldozers were
used in works of peacé? B
That done, the hulldozers should be Joaded onto
a ship along with plenty of foot-and the other es-
sentials for a frémdtdous partyito be stagéd at the
unloading.in Hawangs - - :
Fromi the tiine, th »ghip sails, and well before
for that matteri thede should be corfstant radio and
TV broadcasts jn gpanish telling the Cubans about
how happy we dre to do this—that we actually .
think the‘pmi,ngug chgap. -~ S
ink the lives of two Cubans are

"Certainlwg
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worth ofit™n ozef.” we should sav. “In fact, -

we think them wo®fh fhuch more. Castro could iust
''''' eld- us up for five times that -

amount. And wegwould have willingly paid. ,

But whet it does Castro. set on vour lives.
How much ha€he b¥er expended for a Cuban life, |

bevond the E:ke of the bullets used for those sent

e~

to the w PSR

Since' Bt ug‘éhs‘and other Latin Americans are
reallv a brilliant people, with especial reference to
politics anckstmpreciation of political maneuver, .
~uch a gamBirast that would have tremendous im-
pact. SRR i

The only o#es'who would not laugh would be
those who did #6¢ ddre —who found it impractical.
For what is furinfér tHan a man who is hoist by
his own petard—d's Castro-would then be.

And what weapon is deadliéf ts"anv dictator |

pon feared
bomb.

far morethan dagger. ‘bullet or any
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