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24 SEP 1965

Pr. Raymond L. Bisplinghoff

Director, Qffice of Advanced
Research and Technology

National Aeronautics and S8pace
Administration

Washington, D. C. 20848

Dear Dr. Bisplinghoff:

In reviewing my needs for assistance from
cutstanding individuals who are not full-time members
of the U. 5. intelligence community, I have determined
that it is essential that I form a Space Intelligence
Panol reporting to the Director of Central Intelligence.
A similar panel has existed for a number of years and
made a continuing contribution to our understanding of
Soviet strategic weapons systenms.

It will be the function of the Space Intelligence
Panel periodically to examine all available intelligence
data bearing on foreign space programs and to advime me
on the significance of such developments. These sane
resulte will be made available to the USIB. This
counsel will be most helpful in framing our National
Intelligence Estimates, for which I bdear finmal respon-
sibility. I would also hope that this panel would
exarine our collection and anslytical resources snd
adviso me ag to their adequacy. The panel would
normally meet twice a year for several days so as to
keep abreast of new developments in foreign space
programs. MNembers will serve for defined, overlapping
terns 80 a8 {0 ensure appropriate continuity.

NASA review(s) completed.
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The status of Soviec plans to land & man on the
wmoon in competition with Apollo is now very much on
everyone’'s mind, and I hope that an early first meeting
of the panel will focus on this problem.

Dr. Bimon Ramc has sccepited my invitation to chair
the Bpace Intelligence Panel. I should like to ask you
tv serve as a member of thia panel for the next four
years, so a3 to make your uniqgue experience in our own
space programs avallable to the national intelligence
effort. We hope that you will find it possible to
accept this responsibility. My Deputy for S8cience and
Technology, Dr. Albert D. Wheelon, will contact you and
the other members 80 &8 to set an early date for tais
gxgmination.

Sincerely,
(elgned) W. F. Raborl

%. F, Rzborn
Director

CONCURRENCE ;

17 SEP 1965

Acting Dirtector of Sclentific Intelligence Date
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