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Afgitions) reporis hiave beer recsived regarding these trane-
setions, some of which evvezr to be of specisl current interest.
Althongh the analyeis of theee yeports has not yet been completed,
it wa fell thet 8 brief summary bhased on some of the more impor-
Sart onec phould be premsres at thig stage in view of the time fachor
ipwn ved .

£a03: Jenmnd Inforpation:

dezesingure B of the oricinal momcrandum mentioned thets the
Leglelar govarmpoent had Yoer sgked so orocurs s courhk ordesr which
wouli. rowll the Hamhurg shipnent and provent $he on-movanent of
the shipments at Apntwerp ¥hen it became spparent that such an
3 was not likely %o e obiained, 1t wos suggesied by this
£aTe 2Bent that recall be demanded through diplomatice intorventicn
by e Belgian government. Althouszh she Belgian goverament informed
our tmlessy thet it bad nent the neceasary instruction to ite Boan
Fpbetey, the Belglan goverrment, on 15 Janvary 1954, merely requested
the ifsderal Government ¢ detain the uaterial until an acceptable
giprcaition wae found.

fre 3elgians took no further stens and altern:tive suggestions
‘ha Ske 3elgian government or & Belsian fivm (particularly AUKILIAIRE
‘ﬁ“: SHIMIGUEY repurchase the matorial hod to come from other
ﬂb wats. The Jeparimen: of State, therefore, folt that Belgium had
.no“i'. epmonitrated much aorne:mtiou nor much anxiety in firding & sglu-
Sicn, end on 22 Japusry 1954 regrented the US Ambussador %o intervene
with boih the Minieter of Forolen AfZcirs and the Minister of Foreigm
Uomme »ce $0 achieve an inmediate solntien.

Athough the US povernwesat was rorilealerly perfurbed by Belgium's
inck of sction, becsuss it was Pelgium which had noct lived up to its
international commitnents, the othor varties involved in thie case,
showing varying derrees of cooperaticon. had not found o eolution eitha
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Expanded Scove of Thorium Trade:

An indication of increasing activity in thorium trade iz high-
lightsd by two recent reports.

{1) According to information acquired in November 1953, 316
Eilograme of thorium, to be supplied by AIR LIQUIDE S.A.R.L.
of Paris, will be sent to Pragus from Ffrance via the dlplo-
matic pouch of the Czech emdassy within the 'next few weeks'.
Although po further informetion has been received by BE/ST,
shipunent may already have taken place.

{2) According to information acquired in October 1953, Ceylon will
be able to supply an estimnted 1,500 tons of raye earths in
1954. It is expected to have 100 tons of monazite sand avail-
able by 1 Mey 1954 which it intends to sell to any country
interested, Soviet Russia has expressed such interest,

Liaieon with the Department of State discloses that appropriate posts
have been informed of the substance of hoth reports,
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