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Of Teacher R |
) leachers in Russia o qqr
: - By Norton T. Dodge K —
[ . — L : . : ) ) The formal academic training
THE White House Conference’ is supplemented by practice
on Education came to grips. teaching in the third and fourth
' with the thorny problem: “How ' years totaling ten weeks so that.
* can'we get enough good teachers . the student will be able to step:
~-a11d keep them?” ) into a teaching job immediately
Neil McElroy, the conference CPYRGHT Upon. gradusation, All graduates
chairman, highlighted the plight are assigned to their jobs, usu-
confronting our expanding edu- ally in a rural area, for a three-
cational system when he said: year period. -
“You can vote taxes and buijd=g— — Not all ten-year school teach-
a bullding with the money; fit enpes. His coverage of these ers are trained in pedagogic in-
takes years to train a qualifidd | Sublects will e almost.compar- | ktitutes such as the Rostov insti=
teacher. And without godd | ble to that of a major in|kyte 1n non-scientific fields and
teachers in adequate numberfs, | PhYsics in one of our average |llangunges the universities and
we cannot have good SChOO]S." colleges. In cqntl'ast, American Dreign_language in’stitutes are
our grOWing teacher ' shorf- I}Igh school sclence tEaCherS are mportant sources of new. teach-"
age, particularly in. the flelds §f %gported to have completed on |kys but in the sciences, such as
sclence, becomes even mofe |1 average less than a full |bhysics, we were told that close
alarming in view of Soviet ad- | COlege course in the subject {Fo 90 per cent of the teachers
vances in the training of scief- | they are teaching, vere trained in the pedagogic
tists and engineers revealed Jy | The ingtitute had 3,000 reg- |Institutes. Drawing on these
Nicholas DeWitt in his excelleht | ular students and 2,000 corre- bources and special institutes for
study “Soviet Professional Mail- | spondence studquts. Women |}he training of primary school
ecchdy |made up approximately 75 ber [peachers, the numker of Soviet
cent of the student body., Most primary. and secoridary school
|of the students are drawn from Jloachers inereased almost four-
the' ostov area and, upon com- ; old in the last twenty-five years.
?lepan of their four years of |f,", jike period, our teaching
and much maligned bulwark ¢f [ 7% ™ 1 -“gi}erbelggmiht&.gutral' orce increased only about 25
- our educational system, occupifs |y 6viding similar trainin Harey |per cent.
a breferred position in Sovi & Yother parts of the countey. ¢ || With & large, planned expan-
society. A professor’s salary agd (|- The director noi v kion of ten-year schools sched-
prestige equal those of high goy- |... é". arector pointed out that [ieq for the next five years, the
ernmental and industrial off]- in:titugm%qs or facultles at his b, viets face a continuing prob-
cials. Althoush secondary schot {72 e ctlreslgonc‘itotheﬂma;or em of recruiting thousands of
teachers lack the high salarigs | Sgafe% - laug dt' In the ten- oy teachers annually. The di-
and prestige of professors, thiy |Eooc ¥ SSORCRLY sehool: Jan-fhector told us that ab his insti-
are respected and fully accepted (b s o ttOrYs B€08- Hute there were four to'five ap-
members of their communit}. iolo g’y an q 'chemist:s’ Ip : ygl(;’.s' ‘Iplicants for each vacanecy. Other
Eagerness to enter the teachife ki 5 o ore facult?é fn 'ak' -~ |fnstitutes are not so popular, but
. professfon has greatly aided tfe [ @ * ¢ ) S 1or &~ (e major obstaclée to increas-
(‘ expansion of Soviet educaﬁi_on. . |dergarten and physical culture fkhg the " number of tgachers
! Because ‘'of the gsecondafy. |training. Sincg we were partic- i ained in the Soviet Union ap-
* school teachers’ decisive role, tie [ulbrly interested in the quality [Jears to be a lack of facilities
- quality of teacher training prd-. [of science training, we asked to' Hather than a lack of appli-
vides an important clew to tfe ![Visit the separate physics build- ants interested in a . teaching
effectiveness of the system asfa [\ . . qareer. . .
‘whole. For this reason, my vidt |, The physics dean explained || This is something of a para-
to the Rostov Pedagoglc Inst]- [that he has a staff of elighteen Hox since a secondary school
‘tute, which trains secondafy :|[PDd 340 students, 80 per cent of facher's salary is little better
school teachers, proved valuable  [V40m are women. In four semes- khan that of s factory worker,
in explaining the effectivenes ' [t'S Of general physics, the stu-. Hut prestige, greater freedom, &
* of Soviet scientific and technichl | [fents .cqver mechanics, heat, Himmer vacation, and the per-
educhtion at the secondaly lectricity, qptl_CS and atomic' Whnay satisfactions derived from -
‘school Jevel, S ! hyslcs}.lBy tlie end of the ségcqnd baching tip the scale in favor
The director of the instituth, |Eyirs Students have studied H'tencning. In the Soviet Un-
A “haired. comfcrtable | Fudicient mathematics to begin ' [ ™, <" elsewhere, some.persons
& big, bushy-haired, comfortable kheoretical physics. In their last : :

A : ‘ 6 EHmply like to teach. An under-
looking man, might have passqd | ftour semesters. they study ther- [L. o ; )
for the president of Panhandle ' knoq i d the kinetic Mg factor encouraging entry

e (Tl o de 1 [Rodynamics an € XINeUC. fhio the profession is the low:
State Tedchers College here 36! heory of matter, electromag- £ 1 hich £ :
home. The two would not hafe tic fields and electron theory. | vel of real wages whic orces
R fo AT @ § pe 3 Y any women to work to make
sgen eye to eye on educationdl | khe théory of relativity and t
philosophy, however. Accordirg | btomic theory. - . g%mee 8. o al
to the director, there is no quey- | The dean emphasized that the L ous fﬁ‘? Pty
S “tion .among Soviet educatofs | fraining is general in contrast to. Jf  Wiich are absent in the
- that subject matter takes precq-  fhat at the universities, which| jjrited ~States, coupled. with
dénce over methodology. THe: |s highly specialized in the: J{acher training which empha~
future teacher of physics, fqr: fourth and fifth years and re-: Jjes Subject matter, have en-
. example, spends 60 per cent ¢f  huires independent reseairch in rlz%eﬂ;fn sc?:g;;st tﬂhgg?tilgptﬁl:
his time on physics, mathd- fhe preparation diploma ‘
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