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S ’.{‘h ecision
. .'  pears to have bee
sult of Presidentxa;l nferf-
ences. with McNamara; 8 ‘
tary of State Dean Busk a,mi :
other. top. officials .0 ﬁh‘e
past few weeks. - -

The officials w‘nm
yesterday. said, that.- s

mum;efiort ought to be: made
to see if the two. natigng can

. avoid’ going. .down the costly|

! 'ABM. route,. -especlally;4t-the
end sresult: would St 1 {118
change in: their rlval k
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By Chalmers M. Roberts
wWashington Post Btaif Writer

The United States pmbably son Administration probably

,'Wig ?eldy 2 ?ﬁm Otrill ant agtl— would hold off a budget:deci-
55‘m1 Sl "-“sys Q un 1 18- - g
cusses with the: Soviet Union|: sion on_the Nike:X, ABM svs: ’
'a passible: agréement! to pre- tem until sometime in Janu-|

‘new round i :‘thn i) ary, orieven until-F ebruary,‘

vl
VeRL

clesd Cvarms race. -

‘“This was strongly indicated | tion with the Kremlin.
yesterday by- Ametican offi-
1 cials who declined to be oth-

erwise identified.

They said -that the John-

pending a mplomauc expmra-

The. Soviet Union already 35
beginning  deployment - of ah
ABM system to stop incom-
ing American missiles in case
of war. A similar American
system to protect this country

‘cost, $30° ‘hillion of. more ‘pver
.a period; of .five: years, .-

discussed this. new diplomatic
move said they hoped to, find
an answer to what.they termed
the frightening prospect of a
new and massively expensive
round in the arms race which,
in the end; probably would
not alter.the balance of power
hetween the world's two nu
clear glants

proach will be ‘made’ was: not
disclosed: hut’ several, - chan-
nels are;readily available,

American .and ‘Soviet arms
control ‘experts are eurrently
meeting at the Unijted Nations.
The new Am.rican ambassa-
dor ta the Soviet Unian, T.lew-
ellyn E. Thompson, will arrive
in Moscow the first week in
January and will; have 'acgess|;
to the. top. Kremlin leaders.-
And the 18-nation H.N,

reconvene - .again -
on. February 21.

to have bheen agonizing ‘Gver|

‘against Soviet missiles would;

The. American officials who: ‘consmwtion of - the NikeX,

) th- American ABM system
wlong under development ‘and

Just how- the’ diplomatmi ap— o

armament - subcommittee Awill|:
dn Geneva Gt

President’ Johnson is known. e

See MISSILE, Al7, Co.:1.

ploylng such a system.:
Word -of this was first made
public on Nov. 10 by Secre-

‘He . reportedly is
1oaﬁh to ask’ & go-ahead on

would’ prefer to incredse of
fensive missilé strength on
the theory that the best de-
fenss is a strong offense.
But . Congressional pres-

ntagon,’ make

it difficult oid off “much

longer. if. fndee “the " Soviets

ars’ going: aliead! Administra:
tion oMficlals’ ﬂif‘fer ofi “how

far the Soviets ‘have et gone| 3

put none disputes the intelli-
o;‘a‘éployment is under way
in : European Russia,

: ' The - massive ‘spending’ nec-

cssary for. & NikeX: gystem
“would add: o the Presidential| |
“budget:woes for the next fis-|

¢al year and fop several years

afterwards

it Chiefs of|

ed ‘that” the Soviets Were de- -

. tary of Defense Rohert ,,S Mc-| o
: Namara.
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.. wures to &tar N ke-X;: hacked
by A" united
_ Staff 'in th

“tions: for: such - an. agross ithe

g Questinn ot Separati

~* on ABMs alone, Whethe;

" that of offensive- missil
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“They pointed out . tha ‘the|
tdea of a mutual freezeon ofs! -
fensive and defenswe wvesp-l
ons had been raised "at ‘the
Geneva talks'as: far back &5
January, 1964. But they-sald
that ;the - American" ASUEges:.

hoard; : freeze di.d ng
much response..

ring

éffort to bﬂng abou

ate the ABM: probiep i

say was that.the Unjtéd:Slates
would like to somehow: amend:
its previous Geneva propnsals
to -give special .emphagis.’
urgency-to the ABM p
But they-added-that th
lem “of; these. defensw
siles;;-nuclear. tivped:.’
the ICBMs (interconhnentai
ballistic missiles), cannot:"hH

separated from . the e
offensive ‘weapons. :

and : ICBMs “wou ;eqmre
rutual Inspéection within both!
nations, something the Soviet
Unlon has ‘glways rejected a3
equivalém to esplonage
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