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The Chinese Coummniet nilitary forces, nusbering ebout 128,000 men
currestly deployed in the Tibet Milftary Digtrict, need some 51h toas
yer dmy 1o meet thelr iilitary swply requireneats. There 1s aaple capae
eity oo the roads leading to Tibet to supply this reguirecent, end only
sasll smounts of such supplies are believed currestly to be transported

If, at the end of 1960, wilitary activity in Tibet requires that the
% supply requirement be increased by 100 percent, or to approximately
1,020 tons per day, the reads availsble for the supply ovemsuts will
not have sufficient wilitary cspscity to supply the size force currently
deployed there, If, bowever, 5 sodest aivlift of supplies is undertaken,
forces cwrrently deployed can be supplied and there will be sufficlent
transport capacity by roed and by airlift to supply sn additional
19,000 troops. Using the curreatly swvalladble rueds sud an alrlift with
existlng Chinese Commmist military air transports, the maximus tonnege
that can be delivered to the military forces in Tibet is 1,XY75 tons
rer wu :

The principal items used Joiutly by the military acd civilisn sectors
of the econoay which sre employed is the Tibet cmupeizs and must be
swpliled frow Chiua, sre trucks, food, and petroleun. The only signifi-
cant import to Chine from Tibet is borex. :

Prucks used currently for the Tibé campaign nusber about 6,800, 3.h
percent of the total wllitery and civilian truck parks in Comaunist China.
If mpply requirewents are increased, ,5001 sdditional trucks would be
needad to operate the rosds at present capscity. The increased reguire-
meat for trucks vould be equivalent to about three months' output of the
Chinese truck indusiry. Ihe total expanded requiresent would be 5.7
percent of the total adlitery snd civilian trucks in China.

Food requirenents for the troops stationed in Tibet run about
78,000 tons per year. Total requirements for the nilitary mnd civilisa
population are no wmore than 200,000 tans, 2 negligible proportion of the
€1 million tons of grain gprocured by the government during 1959. It is
inconceivables, therefore, that s food requiremsnt in Tibet would impinge
significently on the totsl food supplies avallsble to China.

The ailitary requiresent for petycleus in Tibet at the currest
szl rate of expenditure represents only 2.7 percent of the 1959 avail-
abllity of petroleun products in Chinm. If millitery activity increases,
however, militaxry petroleus reguirements will probably ilucrease to
330,000 tons per year and would vepresent sbout 4.4 percent of the 1960
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avellablliity of petroleus products. The moet criticsal item under the

expanded assuwpiion will be eviation gasoline, the reguiremsnt for vhich

- would increase to 17 percent of the 1360 total awailability of avistion
@anline, :

lmch greater economic effort iz required to support troops 1n Tbet
then would be required to sugport the saue troops in most other areas of
China. These sdditional eccncuie effurts - including the stockpiling of
- suppiies - reduce the auaber of trucks, the smwust of food, petroleum, and
other items swallable for use elsewbers or for export. The raguiresents
are small, however, ia terms of the total supply position in China. It
musl be conclufed, therefore, that the current sad potential slitery
activity in Tibet hes and potentially will have only s sodest if not
almost negllgidle fupmet on the esconcuy of Communist China. ,
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Overland Supply of Tyoops in Tiber
A. Troop Dispositions In Tibet

- Chinese Coamponist Cosbrt forces in the Tidet Military Reglon ave
preseantly divided into two major growpe. One group is concentrated in the
gonevral vicinity of lhase and the other in the ares sround Chlang-tu in
eastern Tibet. The Chinese have been forced to divide their forces in
this msnner becazuse the road bebtween Chlangetu and Ihase has been closed
by a émbmaﬁm of diffieult terrasin, wifavorsble climate, snd rebel
activity,

1. Sugply of Troops over the Telnghal-Tibet Mgnay

Compbnt wnite in the Ihasa ares are supplied over the GColmow
Ihaga section of the Teinghai~Tibet highway. This 1,300 mile road origin.
ates at two polnts - to the esst at lan-chou and to the north (across the
Tsaldan Besin) st Heis-tung - a transfer point on the Trans-Sinkiang
Rafilrosd line. The breanches from the north and east ueet at Golmo on the
southern edge of the Tealdam Basgin. Although both roubes ?ming into
Golmo can be utilized for logistic pwposes, the branch running
Heia-tung appesre at present 4o be the paln supply route fs:»r m Lhasa
ares.

The basic eapecity of the Hsia-timg - Golaw - ‘hass routs is
estizated at 32 trucks per Bour in each direction or 960 tms esch way
per 10-hour dsy. Usiang oniy the {ransport vehicles argemic to the infantry,
artillery, and mobor transport units fn the sres, the Chinese Communiste
could deliver approxtustely 520 tams of all classes of allitary supplies
to Lhsss. murmmwmmwmmmm@nm&
repressute fuel consumed. The dally aupply requiressntc of undts
depsndent on the Hsia-tung ~ Golmo - lhasa youte are approximately 60
tons per 15,000 men, or a total of 360 tons per dsy. Thus, there is en
mmﬁ capscity of 152 tons, enough to support en aaé.if.igmal 38,000 men
under assuned present daily mgu;iments. _

S of Troops over the Suschpan-Tibet Aupay

Chiness Commamist combat units in the Ch'ang-tu svea aye
supplied over the Szech;an-Tibet highvay. From the emsterz end of the
road at Ch'eag-tu, in Szechymn provisce, supplies must be trucked about
T00 miles to Ch'ang-tu or abomt 500 alles to Hinching. The bmsic capecity
of the Chleng~tu - Ch'eng~tu section of the route is estlimabed at sbout
half the capacity of the lisia-tung - Colmo - Ihasa route, or 16 trucks
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tevo i .

= 0100100020-2

Approved For Release 2001/08/27 :"CIA-

o~

25X1A




Approved For Release 2001/08/27 :;CIA-RDPZ: 0020-2

1L whadiill

BT ORI AMMET T MM?R%

lyEan

LREZL USE ONLY

G!A INRS ik

% ) i o " t‘t‘ k}. w i et £) 8
day could be sugplied by alr 1f the cperation weve tormerer s, P

: m;ROO(ﬁ 00100020-2
Ui

i trucks using the Teingias.

25X1A




Approved For Release 2001/08/27 : CIA-RDP70T00666R000100100020-2

I &

25X1A

extended pertiod of time. If necessary, some atrerallt could be diverted

to move this asount of toonege to other airfields in Tivet. A&n increase
in the supply requirement of troops in the Ch'sng~tu - Sinching area to 280
tons per day ¢ould be handled on the Szechvag-Tibet highwey, with about

O tone to spere. lio airlift vould be regquived. In the Gartol ares an
incresss in the sigply requirement to 13 tons per day would mot tax the
capabiliity of the SinkiangsTiket higlvay over vhich an additional 37 tons
per day could be delivered durdng that period of the year in which the

IO. Supply of Trocps ia Tibet by Alriift

The Chinese Cammunist Alr Force ls estimated to heve 30 C-46's,
200 Li-2s, 35 Nelds, 5 0-128, 4 1-105 end & mmder of scaller airersft
at present which might ve sultable for forwsayd ares operation aod ailrdrops.
In sddition, an estizaled 20 TU-h boxber stireraft owned by Chine nlso have
been converted to trsnsport use. The 1ift capacity of the sircraft varies,
of course, with the distence vequired to be flewm. Alrfields nt Ch'eng-tu,
Hel-ning, Len~chou snd Sian are the cnes wast llkely to be used for an
alrlift operaticn into Tibet. The average ilatance from these fields to
the field for Ihase 1s about ‘Igc mouticn) wiles (1,#50 kilcwwters) or
sbout 1,560 nauticsl miles for the rowd trip.

' If the entire present perk of trausport alrcraft in the Chinese
Compunist Alr Torce is treated ss o upit, its 1ire capebility, at one trip
per alreraft, to Tivet is approxizately 780 short tons for the piston engine
alrcraft which eonsume aviation gesoline and 60 short tons for the fowr
1i~18s which consume kerosene. IT anm airlift operation iavolving all
existing military irangport in the Chisese Alr Force is mounted, and each
alrervaft opermtes 15 times per month a total of 11,700 short tons of
i memwwmﬁmwrmmh&rmmw of 390 short tons
Per 4oy Ly the piston engine transports and 00 short tous per month or
30 short tone average per day by the 1i~-18s for m total of 12,500 short
tons per month or 520 short tons per average damy.

The above estlsated capacity operation would be difficult to saintain
over sn extended period of time, because of salntenance and reguivements for
adiftary transpord aivgraft elsevhers in China. Horeover, aroud support
equlguent and sgplies would also have to be transported to Tibet in order
to sustaln the alrlift. Therefore, it is more remsonabie to assume that
each of the transport alversft would not be used more often than every third
day or ten times per woath. IF this is the case, a total of 7,800 short
tons of supplies could de moved to Tibet per month or 280 short toms per
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_ _Jproxinately 6,800 trucks sre needed to supply wilitary troops 1
i&h&t wnder present conditions. Estimsted mkammr@gﬁ for the tgmiil
ogletic suply routes are: (1) Tuinghal-Tibet rosd - 5,717, (2) Szechwan.

- Tibet road - 1,052, end (3) Sinkieng-Tibet romd - 72. If the muzber of

Rllitaxy troops in Tibet were incressed to the aaxtmus mum
Y et . ‘ number which could
e eaotoal 9,070 would be euployed ou the Tsloghai-Tibet road, 2,640 on
the W‘ﬁm road, and about (00 i the Sinkteng-Tibet romd, At the
sbout equally divided into ailitery end civilisan truck parks. ’

ztmemmmtmwmu,ammw trucks (the nunber
the ﬁk*zz perale the tiree roods at saxium capabilitles) are availsble in
e thr silitary reglons of Tibet, Lan-chou (Keasu, Tolughai, Shensi)
- v,inkiagap} In addition, there are an unknown nuaber of trucks assigned
qast-ullitary units, perticularly in Sinkisng, which could be mpde
avallable if the Chinese Cospmmists ware willing o impair the progrecs

ou economde projects which these trucks support.

_The trucks organic to infaatry reglssatel coubmt tesus and other

| miscellmnec 5. 7 g s e p
m&auglian&&ya ;gits are ggdhﬁhly engaged to the extent posaible over the

?,’\F""i}}"’"*iﬁ'\“ﬁ 8 ot rmail—u?:a ﬁﬁa 1
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- probebly be made svall from the nilitary perk. If, hovever, the
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The Chinese People's Army has wove trucks than 1t hme priority
needs for trarke elseuwbere in China, even recognizing such priority areas
a8 the Fukien Comstal ares sad the Honchurie-fHorth Korea order. If
additional forces vere fepluyed in Pibet, it is believed they would not
ceanpanied Yy independeat notor tmmisport units. It is therefore concluded
t trucks from aoruel garcisan duties in the eastern and
central parts of the comatry, sufficient additionn) trucks could be made
avallable from the military park to operate the three roads at msgisum
capablilities.

At leest 15,000 sivilien trcks ars exployed for seonomic seti-
vities in the proviances of Ksusu, inkiang, and Teinghai. Truck trens-
portation is important to the economie activities of these provinces
because of the sbeence of other formus of wodern trausport and the long-
distances over which freigitsust be hauled. These civilisn trueks could
be diverted mtheirem@mc&yifmchuse%ﬂwmamm
willing to reduce the scale of econovide sctivity. If civilian trucks were
used in Tibet, they would likely be drewn from easters pordione of the
country where primitive trenaport could be used o compensate partially
for thea. Ve do not beldeve, hovever, that civilian trucks would be |
diverted to support wilitery action in Tfbet, g

Thus, we believe that the Chluese Comamist+ wre capeble of
providing the addttiongl ,500 trucks necessary to utiifze the thyce |
ogistic roads into Tibet to full capabilities. These trucks woudd g

trucks vere drewo from the civilian park, they would probably come from
the eastern portions of China, The 4,800 trucks presently needed would

be sbout 3.4 percent of the total of 900,000 trucks {ailitery sod civilian)
in Commmist Chima. The 11,300 trucke necessary to operste the three
logistie routes st saximm capability would be sbout 5.7 percent of the
total Chinese trusk park, or between 1l and 12 percent of the military
truck park. The difference betwesn the mmber of trucks curvently esployed
and the saxlom ouwsber which could be exployed (5,500 trucks) is the
eguivalent of about 3 mnthe’ output frvm the Chinese Commmist truck
industey. :

B. Petroleus

At present, the silitary forces in Tibet are couswaing petroleun |
&t annoml rate of nesrly 200,000 toss. If total wlitery suppdy requirements !
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were doubled, resulting in capacity o near cepseity use oI the roade
and in & suppleswntary alrlift, the military forces would conswse petroleun
&t sn smmae} rate of anearly 390,000 tons. _

Total availability of petroleum produets in Comsnnlst Chinn, fros
- domestic produetion and importe, was 7.3 million tons in 1959. The 1960

flgure will probadbly be sbout 8.8 miilfon tons. At present, the military
requirenent for petroleun in Tibet ca sn smmual hesis, fs about squal to
2.7 percent of nations) avalladility in 1959. If total militaxy owpply
equirements were doubled, the sarual military requirement for petroleun
in Tibet would be equal to about 4.k percent of national avellabllity in
31960, Of the 7.3 aillicn tons svailabls in 1959 sbout 17,000 tone were
evigtion fuel. If the Tibet operaticon is Incressed to the extemt that
aireraft are used to supplement road transport, fuel regquirements for
operations of the transport sirersft would be soue 102,000 tons. This
tonnage would represent 17 percent of the sviation fuel avallsble in 1960,
asswndng that 1960 imports are about equal to those of 1859, The actual
aveliladlity of aviation fuel in 1960, however, will depend upon the
desand for it as it Is nearly all isported.

It is believed that petrolev: for Tibet is supplied from the
refineries at Yu-men, lan-chou, and leag-hm in the Tsaldas Basin. In
1959 these three refineries produced 762,000 tons of gasoline and diesel
fusl. Ths estizated militery reguirements for Tibet were about 26 percent
of thie production.

€. Food

The population of Tibet was 1.27 williom according to the latest
commmist Chinese statement. Tibet has traditionslly produced almost all
the food and clothing requivements of the Tibetsn pecple. Some of the
popaiation are Chisese, howsver, and wsore Chinese workers hxve been brought
15 for the borax and other industriés and to construct snd repeir roads.
Pood requirement for the troops stationed in Tibet is about 78,000 tons
per yesr. At outgide the present suount of food needed Trom the
Cidnese econuly toc support the in Tibet may be as muech as 200,000
tons per year. This is e negligible proportion of the 61 willion tone of
grain that the Chinsse govermment collected during 1959 for distributlon

 to the urban population, to the military for export, and for redistribution

%o yurs) aress. fven if the food wequifements for the Chinese clviliens
in Tibet are dcuibled, total ifsports of food into Tibet would ot exceed

N

1y

M{M 00100020-2

B RY S L
SENIE R LA

Approved For Release 29911%7

RS

25X1A




Approved For Release ZOOJIJQ@I%LE:‘WE'?.%M00100020-2
B ] ;.i ISR S ; ¢

25X1A

300,000 toas per year. Grain collected in Communist Chine is expected to
iacresse by 3 aillion toac in 1960. If the revolt in Tibet should disrupt
lecal production of food, however, 1t is conceivable thet food iuports
g.gt bave to be lscreased in order ic prevent stervation among the

25X1A

Approved For Release 2001/08/27 : CIA-RDP70T00666R000100100020-2 f



