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CONFIDENTTIAL MOGADISCIO 1249
SUBJe PUBLICITY RE TERMINATION BILATERAL ASSISTANCE SOMALIA
JOINT EMBASSY/USAID MESSAGE

.o AS DEPARTMENT AND AID AWARE, WE ARE NOW ENTERING PERIOD REAL UN-
CERTAINTY RE APPLICATION OF PHASE-OUT OF BILATERAL AID TO SOMALIA.
¥TBASSADOR HAS APPOINTMENTS WITH SECRETARIES OF APPROPRIATE MINIS-
TRIES THIS WEEK TO BEGIN DISCUSSION OF IMPLICATIONS OF TERMINATION
DECISIONS, WE HAVE NO WAY OF PREDICTING SOMALI REACTION AS YET.
HOWEVER, AMBASSADOR PROPOSED TO GENERAL SIAD AND WILL FOLLOW-UP

W ITH SECRETARIES THAT THERE BE NO RPT NO PUBLICITY DURING THIS PER-
I0D SINCE PUBLIC DISCUSSION MIGHT MAKE ORDERLY PROCEDURES MORE DIF-
FICULT,

2. WE STRONGLY URGE THAT WASHINGTON FOLLOW THIS SAME APPROACH. AS
WE SEE PROBLEM FROM MOGADISCIO, THERE ARE THREE AREAS WHERE UNFOR-
TUNATE PUBLICITY MIGHT DCCUR:

A. CONGRESSIONAL: WE REALIZE THAT CONGRESS MUST BE INFORMED OF
DECISION IN NEAR FUTURE. WE WOULD RECOMMEND THAT THE:*INFORMATION
BE TRANSMITTED IN EXECUTIVE SESSION, IF QUESTION NEEP{/ TO BE BIS-
CUSSED OFFICIALLY. IT MAY BE POSSIBLE, AND CERTAINLY BESIRABLE, TO
TREAT MATTER INFORMALLY, AND THAT EXPLANATION CAN BE GIVEN OF REA-
SON FOR AVOIDING PUBLICITY. '

B, USAID DISCUSSIONS WITH NON-OFFICIALS, E.G., EASTERN MICH-
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IGAN UNIVERSITY AND WYOMING: WE RECOGNIZE THAT THIS PRESENTS PROB-
1L.EMS, SINCE CONTRACTS AND OTHER PRACTICAL DETAILS MUST BE WORKED
our TN THE NEXT SEVERAL WEEKS. AT THE SAME TIME, IT SEEMS TO US
iMPORTANT THAT UNIVERSITY OFFICIALS NOT ACT PRECIPITANTLY AND
THAT THEY BE PREPARED TO BE FLEXIBLE IN LIGHT OF DISCUSSIONS DUR-
ING NEXT TWO WEEXS OR SO. HASTY ACTION COULD HAVE POLITICAL REPER-
" @USIONS HERE AND PRACTICAL CONSEQUENCES OF DAMAGING PROJECTS
WHICH UP TO NOW HAVE RECORD OF POSITIVE CONTRIBUTION TO SOMALI DE-
VELOPMENT ., AMBASSADOR IS POUCHING TO AFE HOLMES LETTERS TO PRESI-
PENTS OF THE TWO UNIVERSITIES WHICH DEPARTMENT /USAID MAY BE ABLE
TO 11 ADVANTAGEOUSLY.
C. DEPARTMENT PRESS INFORMATION: WE ASSUME THAT THE DEPARTMENT
WLl TAKE NO RPT NO INITIATIVE TO RAISE QUESTION OF TERMINATION
BILATERAL AID, IN CASE QUESTION IS RAISED, SUGGEST DEPARTMENT
DRaW ON INFORMAL TALKING PAPER WHICH AMBASSADOR POUCHED AFE HOLMES
' DEVELOP GUIDANCE ., EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING SUMMARY OF
PROPOSED GUIDANCE.,

s, BOTH USATD AND EMBASSY SEE THE COMING WEEKS AS "WIDE OPEN™ AS
"% AS POSSIBLE CHANGE IN OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GSDR. OBVIOUSLY

v w0DLD 8RS0 LIKE TO KEEP OPEN WHAT FEW OPTIONS WE MAY HAVE DURING
"iiI5 FPERIOD OF UNCERTAINTY,
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