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;Secret Documenﬁ‘

By FOX BUTTERFIELD

cently disclosed confidential
dacuments is providing China)
specialists with a rare insight
inte-the inner workings of the
Chinese Communist party.

The documents — speeches,
directives, and letters of Chair
man Mao Tse-tung originally
intended for distribution only
within the highest levels of the

An extensive series of re-|

Hf*:,

Excerpts from Mao documents
will be found on Page 26.

been printed in Red Guard
pamphlets.

In the view of specialists
who have been enthusiastically
examining them, these are some
of the most important revel-
ations:

€§Chairman Mao, an earthy,
shrewd political operatar, ka-

hlsh-rankms partymembm '
one point -he . complaine
the General Secretary
party, Teng Hsizo-ping, N
consulted. him in  seven: jisi

his

€Chairman Mao's

source of power was his M
to dominate party confelems
where he applied “oussaiiie"
tactics to expose his crities .

GChairman Mao asserted
conflict with the |

Usion began as early as }§ 3
when Stalin tried to prevent
the Chinese Communists from
conatinuing their war
the Nationalists, led by Gen
qlissxmo Chiang Xai-shel
The Chairman felt that Stall
aopepted him as a real om
Wgnist only after China m
%!é]?rean war in 1950, -
e Cultural Revolition]
giew logically out of Chil
Migo's basic . political .. e
Brom the documents, it agi
that it was not a power sitw
ﬁ, but rather a test designed
by Chairman Mao to find mes
worthy of succeeding hiM u
trike revolutionaries. .

‘The specialists believe thet
the documents represent & M«
jor breakthrough for nlm
staniding China.

“With these papers we can)
o longer say that Chlm Isa
m unknown, a great emig
ma" one Government nselli-
# analyst has conw
Wow we know a gredt desl
m how the system mny

rdmg 1o Prof

erg of Columbia t}nrver-l
East Asian Institute, one
the - miost valuable features

the documents is that they,
peevide insights into the policy-

@& process in China and
jairman Mao's methods

had difficulty getting: informm
tion from subordinates and
Ifaced strong opposition -

party—were acquired by the
United States Government and
private scholars after they had
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Secret DocumentsYz%}‘dInszghts on Mao T'se-tung

sti

Continued From Page 1, Col. 7 gime did not control.

of operating as a political

1 many‘ pedple that his re-
“Right now one-third of the

self so that
blame his subordin

leader. nation’s power is controlled by |iCy proves a failure,

1t is apparent, for example,|the enemy or enemy sympathiz-
that Chairman Mao escheweders,” he said to his chief ideo-
a large staff, feeling that reli- logical adviser,
ance on secretaries would lead|“After 15 years, we now con-
to bureaucracy and is “a mani-|trdl the other two-thirds.”

festation of ~degeneration. in
revolutionary will.”

information,

for economic development in ge
1958-59, “there was not a single
comrade who suggested or
dared to expose defects in our
plans.”

Instead Chairman Mao got
his information by being an
avid reader. The documents are
filled with his comments after
reading reports on such varied
subjects as the establishment

of a work-study program in a|POWer, Professor Oksenberg be-
provincial university or ways| lieves, derived from his ability :

dominate party conferences. ingly worried during the nine-
teen-sixties that th

to improve local newspapers, = |t0

During the Cultural Revolu |He prevented the formation of ; :
tion, after reading a report on|an opposition bloc_by continu-|becoming é&litist
obstruction of ‘the students/ally changing the size and com-
Chairman  Mao/|Position of the members who
attended, Professor Oksenberg

movement,
wrote angrily to Defense Min
ister Lin Piao, the party’s dep-|5a
uty chairman, and Premier
Chou En-lai: “I have gone

not
Central Committee issue an in

write an editorial.”

‘Red Guards Got Papers sp

The documents had been|forceful personality and his use
guerrilla tactics to over |Chairman Mao displaye

made available to the Red|of

Guards when the Maoist lead-come his powerful critics,

ership decided, as part of its

general effort to revitalize the|weeks to let - the opposition

party during the Cultural Revo-|sh
lution, to relax controls over(na
the circulation of clagsifieq|ha
documents. b

Several of
whosg title pages bear the
warning, “Internal party docu-
ment:
tions,” have been published in

an

recent months by the United :é;‘}i% altIh am i

States Government. They deal
with the period . from the late
nineteen-fifties to the start of
the Cultural Revolution in 1966. | o
Two more pamphlets, which |:

1967, have been made available

by the State Department to The Mao’s

New York Times. In one of|ya

these new documents Chairman |from subject to. j
Mao asserted in 1965 that after|gor Okserjl ot to subjef: L Er £
15, years In power there were/man may be '

; . Mao papers and their slightly

It is also clear that Chairman mystegigus origin, at first some
Mao had difficulty ~obtaining doubts were raised about their
AL During the last authenticity. But after examina-
decade,” he wrote at the time tion, both academic and Gov-
of the failure of the Great ernment specialists now feel
Leap Forward, a crash program|certain that the documents are

has spent years studying Chair-
man Mao said, “Whenever you
get documents of this length,
with - exact date and place
given, it is pretty hard to forge
them, We would catch most
fabrications.”

itingly. “Permit m;e' to talk
the pham some now, won’t you?” -
P phlets, His language is often blunt

take seour: .|metaphors. Referring to a third
ecurity = precau century general, Chairman Mao

ful at times,
“Comrades, you should ana-
lyze your own responsibility and

; mo i
cover the period from 1965 to ymf're fg;,n:&rt::ée gﬁezl‘;’“w‘};&‘fﬁ

Because of .the nature of the

nuine.

Cultural
shape in Mao’s mind, g

Chen Po-ta.|specialist points out, is that )
“you can almost see here the|terpretation,
taking|show that the Cultural Revolu-

rowing|tion was not a -power struggle,
out of his vision of the ideal/but rather a test designed and
society and China’s failure tolinitiated by Chairman Mao to
achieve it.” '

Revolution

vague, never committing him—lpeasants. he suggested that it
he can always/be renamed the “Lords’ Min-
ates if a pol-istry.”

“The more books a person

Another valuable feature of|reads,” he observed, “the more
the documents, a Government stupid he becomes. :

In Professor Oksenberg’s in-
the documents

find men 'in the party who

He notes two key themes in|were true revolutionaries and

Chairman Mao’s thoughts thattherefore worthy of succeeding
culminated in the Cultural Rev-
olution: his strong egalitarian nal ) ner
bent, with his belief in the ne-|or not socialism will make it,’
cessity of keeping close to the|Chairman Mao said to the Cen-

m. \
“The final test of whether

One Government analyst who|maccec: and a feeling that con-|tral Committee in 1966, “will

Chairman Mao's

id.

One of the most important/fear
documents isb Mﬁ' Mao’s pre-
through this case. Things -|viously unpublished speech at
ggo on this way_l I%et C?}?e the 1959 conference called at
Lushan, ah mountaig resort ﬂl;n
struction qin: is. central China, to discuss the
fEeinst, this. Next, failute of the Great Leap in

) agriculture and industry. The

eech discloses the Chairman’s

After keeping silent for two

ow itself, Chairman Mao fi-
lly counterattacked.
ve spoken so much,” he said

much,”
“They fear that the masses may
put forward views different|Cultural Revolution in August
from the leaders. This attitude|1966, Chairman Mao stated
is extremely bad. Comrades, we|“I firmly believe that a few
are revolutionaries.”

less to society.
“You|the Ministry

flict is inherently beneficial.

be decided by your putting poli-

“I have spent much time in|tics in command and your go-

the rural areas with the peas./ing among .the masses where
ants and was deeply moved by|together with them you will
the many things they knew,” ut

Chairman Mao said in a 1966/Revolution.’
speech. “Their knowledge was é ! A
greatest|rich, I was no match for them.” he said: “T will feel sorry if

carry out the great Cultural
At another meeting in 1966

But the documents also show|you do not pass the test 1

that Mr. Mao became increas-|share your anxieties.”

The specialists have alsc

e party wasjbeen fascinated by Chairman
and bureau-|/Mao’s - change in attitude to.
cratic and was 1o longer keep-/ward the violence and disorde:
ing itself pure by contact with|of the Cultural Revolution, At
the masses.

first he clearly held to the

“At present some comrades/view that conflict is valuable

mass
he warned

discussion very|exposing the enemy and resolv
in 1962.|Ing underlying problems.

In a speech discussing the

months of disturbances will be

In a directive on public mostly for the good.”

health work just before the
Cultural

Revlution

But as the extent of trouble

began, caused by the Red Guards be
d hos-|gan to become apparent, Chair-
tility to intellectuals who he/man Mao moderated his view
felt were divorced from the|“l did not expect that one
masses and consequently use-|[wall] poster and the Rec
Asserting that/Guards would cause so much
of Public Health|trouble,” he admitted in Octo-
had not done enough for the ber, 1966.

d earthy, filled with vivid

ke Chang Fei,
ough crude, was care-

ur stomachs will feel much

At the same time, Chairman
speeches often seem
gue and rambling, jumping
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Excerpts From Confidential Speeches, Directives and Letters of Mao "Tse-tung""

Following are  excerpts
from confidential speeches,
directives and letters of Mao
Tse-tung that have recently
become public and that shed
new light on the Chinese
Communist party:
Chinese-Soviet Dispute

‘The roots for [the conflict]
were laid earlier.
sode occurred a long time
ago. They did not allow
China to make revolution.
This was in 1945, when
Stalin tried to prevent the
Chinese revolution by saying
that there should not be any
civil war and that we must
collaborate with Chiang Kai-
shek. At that time we did
not carry this into effect,
and the revolution was vic-
torious. After the victory,
they again suspected that
China would be like Yugo-
slavia and I would become a
Tito.

Later on, T went to Mos-
cow to conclude the Chinese-
Soviet Treaty of Alliance
and Mutual Assistance (Feb.
14, 1950), which also in-
volved a struggle. He [Stalin]
did not want to sign it, but
finally agreed after two
months of negotiations, When
did Statin begin to have
confidence in us? 1t began
in the winter of 1950, dur-
ing the Resist-America Aid-
Korea campaign [the Korean
war]. Stalin then believed
that we were not Yugoslavia
and not Titoist.

—Speech to the 10th Plenary
Session of the Eighth Central
Committec, Sept. 24, 1962.

Great Leap Forward
Talking about it now, our
country is so populous; it
has such vast territory and
abundant resources, a his-
tory of more than 4,000
years, and culture. What a
boast, though, it is not even
as good as Belgium. Our
steel production is so low, so
few people are literate. We
are inferior when these
things are compared; but we
have zeal and must catch up
with Britain within 15 years.
There are two methods of
leadership, one is a little bet-
ter than the other. For in-
stance, on the question of
cooperativization, some ad-
vocated quick action, others
slower action. I consider
the former better. Strike the
iron when it is hot. Better
to get it done in one stroke
than drag on.
—Speech at Supreme State
Conference, Jan. 28, 1958, just
before the Great Leap For-

I was not in a hurry to
speak, and have endured it
by stiffening my scalp. For
20 days I have shown my
forbearance, and now the
conference will soon be ad-
journed.

Being an unpolished man,
I am not too cultured.

Nobody can be without
shortcomings; even Confu-
cius had his mistakes. T
have seen Lenin’s own drafts
that had been corrected peli-
mell. If there were no errors,
why should he correct them?

it is basically impossible
to anticipate Some things.
Coal and iron could not walk

United Press Interatioral

GREETS RED GUARDS: Chairman Mao Tse-tung shakes hands with girl wearing Red

Guard armband in Peking in 1966. Documents, found in pamphlets used by the youth or-
ganization, provided specialists with insight into inner workings of Chinrese Communists.

by themselves, and had to
be transported by rolling
stock. I did not anticipate
this point.

It was possible that I did
not know about it. This is
because I was not the direc-
tor of the Planning Commis-
sion. Before August of last
year, I devoted my main
energy to revolution. Being
basically not versed in con-
struction, I knew nothing
about industrial planning,

However, comrades, in
1958 and 1959 the main re-
sponsibility has fallen on me
and you should take me to
task” Was it Ko Ching-
shih [head of the party’s
Shanghai bureau] or I who
invented the massive smelt-
ing of iron and steel? I say
it was I This created a great
disaster when 90 million
people went ahead to smelt
steell.

You have said what you
wanted to say, and the min-
utes attest to that. If you
have caught me in the
‘wrong, you can punish me.

Next was the people’s
commune. [ did not claim
the right of inventing peo-
ple’s communes, but [ had
the right to suggest. In
Shantung a reporter asked
me: “Is the commune good?”
I said, “Good,” and he imme-
diately published it in the
newspaper. Hereafter, news-
paper reporters should leave
me alone.

Have we falled now"‘ All
comradee wha  hava

to this conference have
gained something. We have
not failed completely. We
have paid a price, blown
some Communist wind, and
enabled the entire nation to
learn a lesson.

Comrades, you should ana-
lyze your responsibility and
your stomachs will feel
much more comfortable if
you move your bowels and
break wind.

—Speech on the failure of the
Great Lean Forward, July 23,
1959.
Mae at Work

During the last decade
there was not a single com-
rade who suggested and
dared to cxpose analytically
and systematically to the
Central Committee the de-
fects in our plans. T have
never known such a man. I
know there are such people,
but they dared not appeal to
the top echelon directly by
bypassing the proper eche-
lons.

—Comments by Mao after
reading a letier from Li-
Chung-yun, «a vice director of
the State Planning Commis-
sion, " July 26 1959.

There were many things
about which they did not
consult with me. hese
things should have been dis-
cussed by the Central Com-
mittee and decisions taken
on them. Teng Hsiao-ping
never consulted with me. He
has never consulted with me
about anything since 1959.
—Speech at a meeting, Oct.

24, 1966.

Ve cmanld

P

your secretaries to do every-
thing. You should mainly
do things yourselves. Reli-
ance on your secretaries for
everything is a manifestation
of your degeneration in revo-
lutionary will.

—A directive entitled “Sixty
‘Work Methods,” Feb. 19, 1958.

At the present we are still
without an atomic bomb. But
we also had no airplanes and
big guns in the past. We
depended on millet plus ri-
fles to defeat the Japanese
aggressors and Chiang Kai-
shek. We have become fairly
strong and we will be cven
stronger. The most reliable
way is to keep military and
government expenditures in
proper proportion and to re-
duce military spending to
30 per cent of the state bud-
get so that the expenditure
for economic construction
can be increased.

Do you genuinely want
atomic bombs?  Or do ynu
want to lower the proportion
of military expenditure and
carry out more economic
construction? Which is after
all the belter course? All of
you are requested to study
the issue. This is a question
of strategic policy.

—From a circular entitled “On
10 Major Relationships,” April
1956.

Dear Comrades:

1 have received your kind
letter some time ago and am
sorry to be so late in reply-
ing.” As you wished, I have

copied out on scparate
sheets all my classical poems
ot T pon vememhor v

enclose them. Please let me
have your comments and
criticism,

Up to now I have never
wanted i0 make these things
known in any farmal way be-
cause they are written in the
old style. I was afraid this
might encourage a wrong
trend and exercise a bad in-
fluence on young people.
Besides, they are not much
as poetry.

—Letter to Editors of Shik

Kan, Jan. 12, 1957.

Lin Piae, Chou En-lai:

1 have gone through this
case. Things cannot go on in
this way. Let the Central
Committee issue an instruc-
tion against this. Next, write
an editorial telling the work-
ers and peasants nat to in-
terfere in  the students’
movement.

—Instruction, Sept. 7, 1966.
Aftitude Toward the
Masses

1 have spent much time in
the rural areas with the
peasants and was deeply
moved by the many things
they knew. Their knowledge
was rich. I was no match
for them.

—Talk with Mao Yuan-hsin,
February, 1966.

At present some comrades
fear mass discussion very
much. They fear that the
masses may put forward
views diffcrent from the
leading organs and leaders.
When  problems are dis-
cussed, they suppress the en-
thusiasm of the masses and
forbid them to speak out.
This attitude is extremely
bad. Comrades, we are revo-
lutionaries. If we have truly
committed mistakes, we
should solicit the views of
the masses of the people and
other comrades, and make
self-examination ourselves.
—Talk on the Question of
Derr;(;]cmtu: Centralism, Jan.

Tell the Ministry of Public
Health that the Ministry
works only for 50 per cent
of the nation’s population,
and that of this 50 per cent
mainly the lords are served.
The broad masses of peasants
do not get medical treat-
ment. The Ministry of Public
Health is not that of the
people, and it is better to
rename it as the Ministry of
Urban Health or the Lords’
Ministry, or the Health Min-
istry of the Urban Lords.

Medical education must
be reformed. Basically there
is no need to read so many
books. How many years were
spent by Hua To or Li Shih-
chen of the Ming dynasty in
school? The important thing
is to improve themselves
through study in practice.
The more books a person
reads, the more stupid he
becomes.

A vast amount of man-
power and material has been
diverted from mass work for
carrying out research in dis-
eases which are not easy to
understand and difficult to
cure—;so-called principles of
medlcnc. But no attenuon is

improved treatment of com-
mon diseases.

~—Instruction on Health Work,
June 26, 1965.

Mao’s Ideal Society
Comrade Lin Pjao:

I acknowledge the receipt
of the report from the Gen-
eral Logistics Department
which you forwarded on
May 6. I think this plan is
quite good.

So long as there is no
world war, the armed forces
should be a great school. In
this great school, our army
men should learn politics,
military affairs, and agri-
culture. They can also en-
gage in agriculture, run some
medium and small factories,
and manufacture a number
of products to meet their
own needs. They should also
do mass work and participate
in the Cultural Revolution.

While the main task of the
workers is in industry, they
should also study military
affairs, politics, and culture.
Where  conditions permit,
they should also engage in
agricultural production.

While the main task of the
peasants is agriculture, they
should at the same time
study military affairs, politics,
and culture. Where condi-
tions permit, they should
collectively run small plants.

This holds good for stu-
dents too. While their main
task is to study, they should
in addition Jearn other things,
that is, industrial work,
farmmg, and military affairs.

—Letter to Comrade Lin Piao,

May 7, 1966, which now forms

basis for a series of May

cadre * schools throughout

China.

On Education

Since ancient times, those
who create new ideas and
new academic schools of
thought have always been
young people without much
learning.

It is reported that penicil-
lin was_invented by a laun-
derer in _a dyer’s shop.
Benjamin Franklin of Amer-
ica  discovered electricity.
Beginning as a newspaper-
boy, he subsequently be-
came a biographer, politician
and scientist.

Naturally one can learn
something in school, and T
do not mean to close down
the schools. What [ mean
is that it ‘is mot absolutely
necessary to go to school.
—Speech at Chenglu Confer-
ence, March 22, 1958

The existing ‘system of
education  won’t do. The
period of schooling should
be shortened. There are too
many courses of study at
present. They are harmful to
people and cause the students
to lead a strained life every
day. Myopia has been on the
increasc.

Examinations at present
are like tackling enemies.
They are surprise attacks,
full of catch questions and
obscure questions. They are
nothing but a method of test-
ing official stereotyped writ-
ing. I disapprove of them
and advocate  wholesale
transformation.

For example, if 20 que:
s LR T e
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Dream of the Red Chamber”
and the students can answer
10 of them well—with orig-
inal ideas—they may score
100 marks. But jf their an-
swers are unimaginative and
contain na original ideas,
even though they are able to
give correct answers to all
the 20 questions, they should
be given 50 marks. The
students should be allowed
to whisper to cach other in
an examination or to sit for
an cxamination under the
names of other candidates.
Since you have the correct
answer, it is a good thing for
me to copy it. We can try
this.

The students should be
allowed to doze off when
lessons are taught by [bad]
teachers.

—Iinstructions Given at the
Spring  Festival Concerning
IEgsv‘:arronal Work, Feb. 13,

On Bureaucracy

At the highest level there
is very little knowledge.
They do not understand the
opinion of the masses.

They are very busy from
morning until evening, but
they do not examine people
and they do not investigate
matters.

Their bureaucratic manner
is immense. They beat their
gongs to blaze the way. They
cause people to become
afraid just by looking at
them.

They are eight-sided and
slippery as cels.

Government offices grow
bigger and bigger. There are
more people than there are
jobs. Documents are numer-
ous; there is red tape; in-
structions proliferate.
~—Twenly Manifestations of
Bureaucracy, undated but prob-
ably from 1966.

On the Cultural
Revolution

They really created a dis-
turbance on the streets of
Nanking. The more 1saw, the
happier 1 feit.

Do not be afraid to make
trouble. The more trouble
you make and the longer
you make it last the better.
Confusion and trouble are
always noteworthy. It can
clear things up. The more
you are afraid of ghosts the
more vou will encounter

them. However, do not fire
your guns. It is mever good
1o open fire.

—Instructions, July 13, 1966.

After returning to Peking
T was most distressed. Some
schools have quietly closed
their doors; some have even
suppressed the student move-
ment, Who wants to sup-
press student movements?
Only the old warlords.

Some fear revolution. They
want to patch things up and
put the lid on. This is not
permissible.

We should trust the masses
and become students of the
masses, then we can become
teachers of the masses. The
current great Cultural Revo-
lution is a formidable situa-
tion. Can we or do we dare
undergo the test of socialism?

The final test of whether
or. not soc‘ahsm will make it

puttmg politics in command

your going among the
ma.sse: where together with
them you will carry out the

Great Proletarian  Cultural
Revolution.
—From a Talk to Central

Committee leaders, believed to
be in the summer of 19¢

The revolution has heen
imposed on you people be-
cause you did not carry out
the revolution yourselves.

During the session those
comrades who have come to
attend the conference should
go to Peking University and
the Broadcasting College to
read the big-character pos-
ters. You cannot go today
because there are documents
to deal with. When you read
the posters, tell them that
you have come to learn from
them and help them make
revolution.

When you go there you
should be surrounded by
students. More than 100
people have been assaulted
at the Broadcasting College.
In this era of ours, it is a
good thing to have the
leftists assaulted by the
rightists because the leftists
are tempered in this way.
—Address to Regional Secre-
taries and Members of the
Cultural Revolution Graup,
July 22, 1966.

The principal question is
what policies we should adopt
regarding the problem of dis-
turbances in various areas.
My views are as follows. T
firmly believe that a few
months of disturbances will
be mostly for the good and
that little bad will result
from these disturbances.

If the students want to be
on the streets, Ict them.
What is wrong with their
putting up big-character pos-
ters in the streets? Let the
foreigners take pictures, they
just want to show our back-
wardness.

—Talk_ Before the Central
Committee Work Conference,
Aug. 23, 1966.

‘This meeting is more suc-
cessful. At the last meeting
we failed to penetrate things
ue to lack of experience.
Nobody had thought, not
even I, that a single big-
character poster, the Red
Guards, and the large-scale
exchange of revolutionary
experiences would lead to
the demise of the various
provincial and municipal
cummnuees

eech at a Report Meet-

mz Oct 24, 1966.

Comrade Chou En-lai:

Recently many revolution-
ary teachers and students
and revolutionary masse:
have written to me asking
whether it is considerec
armed struggle to make thost
in authority taking the
capitalist road and freak:
and monsters wear dunce
caps, to paint their faces
and to parade them ir thi
street. 1 think it is a forn
of armed struggle.

These methods canno
achieve our goal of educating
the people, I want to stres:
here that, when engaging it
struggle, we definitely mus
hold to struggle by reason.
—Letter to Chou En-lai, Feb.
T Saer
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~ Soviets Are

launched a record number of
observation satellites which
look down on the United
States and China from space.

And the Soviets appear to
| be switching to a satellite
which stays up about 12 days
instead of eight.

While both the United
States and the Soviet Union
keep much of their military
space program secret, they do
make public under a United
Nations agreement the general
characteristics of their
launches.

An analysis of these space
logs for 1969 shows the up-
surge in reconnaissance satel-
lites and a decrease in such
other Soviet military activities
as the orbital space bomb and
maneuvering satellites.

up,
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Both the United States anc
'Russia use their space satel
lites to count missiles anc
{bombers on the ground amc
]submarines and surface ship:
|being built in yards. Their
‘cameras would help police any
f;arms control agreement reach
‘ed at the SALT talks.

| While the United States it
considered ahead in recon
’naissance satellites, the space
ilog indicates steady - Soviet
|progress.

. In the eight years from cal-
iendar 1962 through 1968, the
Soviet annual rate of launch-
1ings of observation satellites
| rose from five to 32. The 1089
high of 324 5

with 29 in I
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The longer a satellite stays
the fewer are needed

through the year to provide
frequent looks at what other
nations are doing. -

Five of the Soviet recon-

naissance satellites were of
the longer durstien varkety.

IThe last one — Cosmos 313
|—wgs launched from the mili-
tary space center at Plesetsk.
The previous ones were all
from the experimental space
center at Tyuratam.

Through Experimenting

This switch to Plesetsk indi-
cates to some Soviet space
specialists that the Soviet
Union is through experiment-
ing with the 12-day satellite
.and considers it operational.
| FOBS—fractional  orbital
bombardment system—is a flat
trajectory missile which can
go around the world the long
way to the United States, elud-
ing the American warning ra-
dars in Greenland.

John S. Foster Jr., Pentagon
research chief, told the Senate
Appropriations Committee
this year that the SS9 ICBM
is used to launch FOBS. He
said the FOBS flight tests may
be directed toward perfecting
be stored on the ground.

- One - interpretation of the
space log figures is that the
Soviets have finished their
FOBS tests and are ready to
deploy the weapon.
Packard, deputy secretary of

defense,” cited the FOBS
threat in arguing for Senate
approval of the Safeguardt
ABM defense.

Launchings Dwindled

Starting on Sept. 17, 1968,
the Soviets conducted a fast
paced FOBS flight test pro-
gram, firing 11 of the vehicles
by the end of 1967. But the
launchings dwindled to two
1968 and only one in 1089,

Possibly, technical problems
with FOBS have prompted the
Soviet rocket forces to scrap
the program. But it would
sppear late in the day to do
this.

Similarly, the mysterious se-
ries of manuevering Soviet
rocket tests decreased from
five in 1968 to one in 1969.
Just what the Soviets were up
to is still being argued by
American weapons-specialists,

One theory is that the Sovi-
ets were practicing with satel-
lite killers, sending up a tar
get satellite and them explod
ing another near it. Evidence
behind this theory include:
pieces of space vehicles de
tected by radar, indicating an

Davidjexplosion of some kind had

taken place.
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