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INTERPRETIVE REPOP\'T i - o ’-"EE;"Ofﬁcials point out that Alr.

~Kennedy was confronted “with|
‘military takcovers or  scmi-

. preo@ @ P .itakeovers in six Latin American
3 K j, ) Py }cmmtncs——Arg_zentma, Peru,
W0 at e b N2/ i i Guatemala, Ecuador, Domini-
. R . ican Republic and Honduras.|
Ly GEORGE SHERMAN . jyet laid out Low this ultra-, North American diplomacy has{And in all six he ended up’
. . Star Staff Water practical approach fits jnte a!chsuged under Mr. Johnso11,§rccogni7.ing the new govern-
i : . The [lecling is growing inlconsistent over-ail policy for the that the substance remains the'ments and in giving them vary-:
b : - Latin America that the Kennedy| Americas. Mr. Mann apncars to!same. o ‘ing amounts of aid. H
E “grand design” for the hemis-lhave a phobia about pudlic] The twin testing grounds arei The more hostile critics even!
: ‘ phere died with the late Presi-|pronouncements. He is to givejthe Uniled States’ attiiudes to-!maintain that the United States!
: dent. his first major policy speech on ward Latin American dictator-isuffered a loss of prestige in the,
i

! " Pragmatism—or an emphasis| May 13—on the Alirance for! ships and ine Alliance for Prog-!Kennedy handling of the Peru-i
on “practical” action—is the|Progress—but he has still toiress. In bolh arcas the Image is- Vian coup d’etat in July, 1942.
new watchword for United|hold a bona fide press confer-!somehow spreading of a laconi;He ostentatiously  suspended
States policy south of the border | ence. - IPresident reneging on his diplomatic and aid ties and then
~under President Johnson. With . . predecessor’s youthful and anceremoniously cestored them
almost liturgical monotony,! Confusion Growing ‘ dynamic sponsorship of slable Some months latcr—after the
diplomats infone the word in! The result is. growing confu-representative democracy. cnilitary junta had defied hiin
every conversation about how to sion in Latin America over the! . 7 tand maistained itsclf in power.
‘achicve the larger aims of i distinction betwecn cnds and! Cataelysmic Impact i Bul most thoughtful Ol)SC'l'VC_I‘S
; ~ |United States poliey' in thisitneans in North American pok | Educated Latins are the first agree that by the end of his life
: hemisphere. icy. Sober critics do not quibble|to adrit that this eriticism hag{President Kennedy had devel-
i * This new vogue came in with|over the need for the Uniledia highly-charged emotionai;om(} Jus own pragmatism {or
{Thomas C. Mann, Assistant|States to use pragmatic meansicontent. In a continent whcrc:l"f*“*”m{ "‘“C.‘)“St“‘m?“?l.g:o‘.’:
Secrctary of State for Inter-|to cope with infinite variety in a political power rests far morr:te“m}f-““- His .admm;stlauon.
jAmarican Affairs, - special as-|tumultuous continent. But they!on individual personalities thazzg.dcf’e“ix?e‘i .‘v;vhat_ has been la-f

isis.ant to the President, co-{are beginning to believe that|on instilutions. the assassinatiorj PCied ihe “‘rulé of democratic
,ordinator of the Alliance for|the overriding concentration oniof John F. Kennedy had a -cajPromisces.” That rule tied Unit-
‘Progress and President John-ithese means hides a vacuum of itaclysmic ingpact. .. ;cd States diplomatic Tecognition

o ‘son’s designated “one voice” on|thinking - about any over-alll In three = short years Mr.and cconomic aid to _plf:dgf%s ?Y
T policy for Latin America. After|framework for hemispheric i Kennedy—vith the help of au‘r“hflg. juntas to x:estoxe repre-
morce than 20 years in Latinirelations. - © lattractive wife—had become. ascn}uh‘vet, dem_ocmcy.'thwpgh‘
v “American affairs as a career| Pundits already ave contrast-gmﬂd of matince idol for theleW (?'CCI mntsh na glt\'en t.‘?,wf
diplomat, Mr. Mann has a pas-|ing the Johnson “opporiunism” | man-i-the-street. Even todayPEHiod: d o v al il

:sicn for quiet practicality—what|with the Kennedy “idealism”the visitor from the North jsitas would guarantee fu avi

: [l
"

‘he himsclf calls pragmatism.  |which guided United States!Celuged with touching - descrip- IS

roen N 4 S e N . Tes » : n . .
I'e trouble is that after five|policy under the late President. 1tions of how the life of the  nyph American Power
- imonths in office neither Presi-|They reject the official United | Whole  southern continent v Implicit in this approach was
-dent Johnson nor Mr. Mann has! States line that only the style of tyally halted during those fu-’ the g'mderstanding I ?hat Nortﬁ
; neral days in November. Today { American power alone can only
TN o: ishorten—not end—interludes of
.Sgig_icg"‘f?g.con as a powerful »“iliegal” government in Latinh
r o ponacal pree. .~ I Amcrica. It rested on the belief)
o ‘ , : # .. 'S0, Johnson started out wiih'that military takeovers, though|
‘1 o L o , : ..two strikes against him,” ey disagreeable. and even hazar-|
R : : s : paricd one . long-time ~ North doys, are not always disastrous.
i . . . . . American resident. ‘“He has to g broke with that ‘“neo-imperi-

-the Kennedy image of leader-

scompete with a dead idol. Edu-; alist liberalism” in both halves
;cated people here will tell youtiof the hemisphere which main.
that it is still too early to pass:itaing that the North American
,judgment on Johnson. But downi big stick is itself powerful
| : L jdecp they fecl that he will nev-icnough to sustain democratic
| . : ' : - er measure up to Kennedy. jlgovernments in countries still
| ’ : United States diplomats spend;| without either the traditions or.
. st . a good part of their time scftly‘i psychology essential for mature
‘ baiting  down a number of;democracy.. -
. : ' * myths which have grown out of.
‘ this idolatry. The chicf one is
that President Kennedy was so.
E wedded to idealism that he . o
o o . rejceted compromises with Con't‘i‘nuea
. ) - ‘governments - who came to: .
_ . : o tpower Dby overthrowing consti-
: {tutional ‘governments in Latin
.- : ' America. - B
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