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. By WILLIAM F. BUCKLEY JR.

B ARE SLEING the revlval God help us. of the
Communist front type of organization, that: .7
sncaky device by which the gullible were gulled durs § R,
ing 1030's and the 1940's into lending. thelr Influence -
to help the Communists conceal a truth, . ' e
i It was primarily through front organizations that )
i the ‘Communists protested the in- .. D
hlocence of Stalin's purge trials, al- 3 W
’legmg that atlacks on them were
“ Fascist-inspired; that they opposed
u the Marshall Plan, suggesting it was
'S ‘the creation of warmongers;, that
rthey sought to destroy Investigating 3
vcommittees of Congress, denouncing -
i them as instruments for the harass-
{ ment of fnnocent people, .
) :One would have thought that
?the publicity given during the 50's N
e to the operations of front groups “
* i would -have made wise men wary, DUCKLEY
( iPerhaps wise mén ARE now wary—in which case we
rmust deduce tbe-uuwxsdom -of the poor preposterous |
< souls ‘i(ho have given the(lr names to an organization !

.

;called “Arlists Protest,’~Which is taking newspaper} &
{ads afound- thescguntry, urging a_ denunciation ot.h " .
tPresldent Johnson's foreign policy. R

How docs one Identify a- Communist tront? By‘ :
3def1nltion, {Me job. Is not easy. If it were instantly, -
' J 'recognizable as such, the whole point of the thlng' '

cwould be lost. By definition, a front desires respect-?
[’ abllity; deslres to conceal the truth it is engaged iny
j.concealing by leeching on to the prestige of people'
£ whose Integrily Is taken for granted.

V" Apart from the obvlous fact that the goals will be*
%1;\ accord wltih Comn;mx;lst obj;acté;es, the first thing'
: o look 'for in political manifestoes that touch oIt " Thentherev
N - points of friction between East and West is any trace :dozen-odd m:;eu;i&;:l:j% ?ﬁ‘éfaﬁgmfmﬂrm .
‘of antli-communism, It is almost uniformly the case- tback In the 30's, presenting excuses for g way(. .
that no Commnunist front wlil criticize any word,: o Comniunist agg;esslon mga"y the f};;{f e;ﬂnﬁ,b ﬁf
- lr thought, or deed of another.Communist, not even m  nalfs. Including some very surp,r]sjng names, for ine; -
'l-.' L@he high cause of plausibility, : 'stance that of ‘the critic Dwight Macdonald, wi Lo

° “Artists Protest” did not begin it ifesto b i oy Who

o0 s Protes not begin its manifesto by ‘Wrote & book on { e practices’of “the Stallnolds” when
~ rsaymg “There is no doubting that the peace of South- jhe denounced the candidacy of Henry Wallace back:
: ‘east Asfa is primarily threatened by Communist ini=|j, 1947; and fails into exactly the same ambush he;
i'perlalism, and that unspeakable atrocities have been 1 used to criticize others so scorchingly for falling into.j :
,commltted by Communist-armed and Communist-'The or ganizing secretary of the committee has beex’:

‘guided guerrillas in South Viet Nam-—however, the; {dentiticd undet oatl as a Communist. -

- Unlted States cannot ﬁght 8 successful war in that’ One of the sigihers of this tr i 3
. part of the world ... " etc., etc, avesty. M. Vlrtor

: 1"6110. was, according 1o sworn Lestimony, Lhe active’ i.:.
NO(’a.aeWOFdP“ﬂO%a single Word In the manifesto’ leader, at one polnt in American llstory, of R Commua}

of dArt,lsts Protest” Qenouncing the foreign policy of yist espiona

ge ring, Another, Prof

.the Gommumsw‘—-"but our own forelgn policy 18 Aunounced af apu%lic debate a w(;eeks:orls:igt%l‘mv::;%

“grown more nakedly inhuman each passing day.” considered Mao Tse-tung and Fidel Castro as amon
Then, secondly, one looks to see who are the gne greatest men alive, ,“—;gq'

“.. -, -+ !slgners of the manifesto. My eye is by now unpracticed

All in all.quite a atherln — g p
. ,at remembering anything like the names of everyoue dupes and eccentrics wgose pregent aﬁ:‘tlvcli‘;muj?::&s:g ST i
“4mt- Hdentified after painful and exhaustive Investigation, [dlably interpreted, both abroad and at home 88 repe; S e

; by, sworn_witnesses, as Comm%lnlst Party members. |resentaﬂve of the’ underside of the Amerlc'an _soul i f
v _1Eyen %0, I spotted mat‘“tly a Bu‘t 25 BUCKH DErSONS T 20 %tis Dinrvsted b the Weentaaten mres ort o siiiE] IR L R )\.”
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