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Pennsylvama Umversxty Clcnﬁes Its Policy

on Secret - Research Contracts

. By MURRAY SCHUMACH
i R Speclal to The New York Times

PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 8—
The faculty of the University
of Pennsylvania will receive a
near-veto over future university
contracts with the Government
or private industry that limit
ithe right to publish the’ results
.of research.

Under a proposal almost cer-
tain of approval, a faculty com-
mittee of eight will pass on all
such contracts and will advise
the. university president, Dr.
Gaylord P. Harnwell. Accord-
ing to university authorities,I
any strong opposition by the
faculty committee to any such:
contract will be heeded by Dr.!
Harnwell,

The development comes a few'
rdayg after the umverqty had'

“made’ clear its mtmnon of

avoiding futurve contracts .that
deny it the right to publish re-
search material. That decision
had been preceded by ecriticism
of secrecy imposed on research
contracts for the Government
on chemical and biological war-
fare.

However, contrary t6.a re-

! port in The New York Times
.on Monday, the university will|"

not cancel contracts it has al-
ready undertaken that forbid
publication of research. But it
will try to persuade' the Gov-
ernment or the industry ‘in-
volved in such contracts to drop
or ease such restrictions.

“We do not have the right to
abrogate a contract unilateral-
ly," said Dr. David R. Goddazrd,
.provost of the university, in an
interview today at his office

here, “We hope, in the future, to'men A5 the new committee and!
have .academic freedom clearjthe pre t of the universitv‘

across the board. \would 1#ine the other four. The
‘e will. try to avoid all con- cha h @, who would“be one of! \
tracts in the future that Mmit tpe efordirould befqhd:ed by
publication of research. If there £ ‘esident, wh
is any question, such contracts, he pre W
will be referred to the faculty, Dr. Goddard "pointdd Wt that
committee, which will make its in some cageg secreqy was not
recommendatlons to the presi- @ matter of security; Thig, the
dent.” « ,university somet.xml ‘doas 1e-
But, he said, the university “earch for private industry and
reserves the right of secrecy 4grees to with publication
if a national state of emergency for a year to p  the private’
is declared and the national ae- Sponsor's pateftl ,Highty, - Therc,
curity is clearly endangered by are other cases, he sadiof con-
publication of research. tracts with (the Géverfiment
He pointed out that it would that give the -university access
have been a very grave error’ to private information, where:
for university scientists to pub- ‘common sense dictatas some:
lish research on nuclear fission limitation on publication’
when Hitler was trying to de- Unaffected by the univm'sityq
velop an atomic bomb. pn:xtloh on’&ttempts to impose

“We cannot be guilty of en-isecrecy on research, Dr. God-
couraging a breach of national davd said, are ideas and projects
security if there is a state of undertaken by individuals on
inational emergency.” he said. .their own, without contract, or

The proposal for a facultyjas members of Government
.committee o pass en contractSIpanels Such work, he said, does
that impose secrecy  was putinot involve university contracts.

forward yesterday by the ad-
ivisory committee of the Univer-

sity Senate, which is made up
of 1,100 of thé university's
1,537 faculty members. Only
;those ‘with a rank of associate
profeqsor or higher are in che
|senate,

i The proposal was announced
by Dr. Julius Wishner, professor
of psychology, who is chairman
of the senate. It will be recom-

|mended to the full senate at a.

:meeting - to be held late this
fmonth,

Thé scnate under this plan‘

would select four of the exzhf

“The university,” he declared,
“pelieves' in making .a clear dis-.
tinction between what a man,
S{does as an mdwi'dua.l and what'
he does under & universxty\

|
contract.” ‘r
He estimated that of the 800-
odd contracts the university has
with the Government andi
industry, less than 20 were sub-’
jects of controversy about
secrecy. He said that as far!
back as last winter and spring,'
the university had begun to re-'
fuse contracts that_restricted
freedom of publication.
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