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¢ By Drew Pearson and

Juck Aunderson

It will be vociferously de-
inied, but some of the South's

" {most vocal opponents of civil

'{mcmbcrs

'rights have either overlooked
vor sanctlioned under-the-tabie
;CIA aid to help Negro voting
registration and mmtant cml

.|rights groups.

The CIA money was fun-
.neled through private {ounda-
tions right under ihe mnosc of
{he Ceniral Inteliigence
Wateiidog Committee headed
by Sen. Dick Russell, Georgia
Democrat, and Rep. ‘Mendel

_|{Rivers, the South Carolina
Democrat. Both have made

speeches denouncing the civil
irigats movement. Vet they
;permitted CIA {funds to go to
reivil rights groups in the same
‘manner that CiA money went
'to student groups.

+ The disclosure emphasizes
ithe importance of the drive
led by Sen. Zugene McCarthy
I(D Minn,), and Sen. William
Fulbright (D-Ark), to put
of the Senate
{Foreign Relations Commitiee
ton the CIA Watchdog group,
‘now composed solely of mems-
"vers {rom the louse and Sen-
‘ate Armed Scrvices,Commit-

“-tee. This drive was defeated

Jlast fall when Russell emphth-
‘cally proclaimed that his com-
mittee knew what CIA was
-doing. Obviously it didn’t.

*On the Watchdog Commit-
;teg in additiqn to Russell gnd
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’hvers, are buch So“tnem stal-
warls as John Stennis (D-
Miss.), Sam - Ervin' (D-N.C.),
and Strom Thurmond (R-S.C.):
together with  O. C. TFish-
cr (Tex.), Elliott Hagan (Ga.),
and Alton Lennon (N C)—al
Democrats.

CIA’s Secret Channels
The main conduit for CIA
money to help the Negro voter
registration - drive was the
Southern Regional Council,
which received $60,000 of CIA
funds in 1963, The money was
channeled through the New
World - Ifoundation.. )
- In 1962, $6000 of CIA funds

went to the Southern Regionall

Council through the Aaron E.
Norman Fund. In -1862,. the
Georgia Council on * Human
Relations also got $2600 of
CIA money from the Norman
Fund.

The National Student Asso-
ciation, which received mas-
sive .contributions' of CIA
money, was also encouraged
by ‘the CIA to push voter reg-
istration drives in the South.-

Justification for using CIA
funds was to quiet disastrous
foreign publicity caused by
civil rights violence,

The- Norman, Fund, mczden-
tally, has also contributed to
CORE's scholarship and edi-
cational* fund, ' the " Lawyers'
Constitutional. Defense Com-

mittee, and the League <or In-
.|dustrial Democracy, all“vigor-

ous cxvil'nghts advocates.

'change the Constltution, nor
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any I\nowledﬁe .of CIA fman
cial ties; never theless they are
a fact. . } .

Cne Man-Onc Vote

A drive to head off the first
Tederal Constitutional Con-
vention In U.S. history has
been started in  legislatures
which hitherto voted for such
a convention: The drive is led
by Iilinois State Sen. Paul
Simon of Troy, Ill, home state
of a man-who has chiefly
sponsored. the. convention,
Sen. Everett Dirksen, who
wants to nullify the Supreme
Court’s one ‘man-one vote rul
ing.

Though Dxrksens home leg-
islature passed a resolution fa-
voring a- Constitutional Con-
vention in order to overturn
the Supreme Court, the Illi-
nois legislature has'now found
that the Supreme Court was
right and that the equalization
of representation in the legis-
lature ‘has worked for . Illi-
nois's general benefit, It has
also, incidentally, ‘increased
Republican representation,
having given more’ votes to
the suburbs around Chicago
than -to sparsely - populated

1downstate Illinois.

Despite this, Dirksen helped
to ‘sneak’ resolutions through
32 state legislatures favormg
the convention, Never before
in the 180-year history of the
United States: has the Nation
ever  held .a convention . to

has 1t come thxs clos O
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two more states me necded to i

get ‘the required number oi
legislatures on record.

- This is why Sen. Simon'.Aa,h
member of the Illinois legisla- .,
ture, which has already voted .
for the convention, has intro- B
duced a resolution to “rescmd
the previous ‘action.” He has
also written to the maJority
and minority leaders of every\
House and Senate in the 50°.
states urging similar action. In
liis letter, Sen, Simon poxms
out -how casy. it is for statc.
legislatures to go orn.récordy
for a Constxtutlonal Conven-
-{tion.

“There is no statutory.-_
framework . for a Federal:
Constitutional convention.”
Sen. Simon_ wrote his fellow .’
legislators. “There is some.
luestion whether such a Cor.-
vention can be lxmxted to one
towic,

This means that a Con-..'
stitutional Convention ecould:
vesult in a fundamental chal-,
lenge to our basic freedoms. |,

“Under area xeorcsentatmn.
in the past half century, gross.
\nequalities in rcpresentatxon
Yecame part of the American’
scene,” writes Sen. Simon. “In;
Nevada, 8 per cent of the po;y
yidtion controlled one house”
v the legislature; in Cali-i
fornia, " .one  district

had i -

.

5,038,771 /voters and another * -

listrict 14,204." Are we senou' .
sbout wamxng to return tn
\uch a system?". o
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