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CUBA WHAI WAS AN[--a-............

THE fOUITH FI.OOR. An Acceent of the
Castro C st Revolution. By Eed E. T.
Smith. 242 pp. NwYouﬁ Rendom Heuse. $5.

By ADOLF A. BERLE

ARL SMITH, a successful New
York investment broker, member

_of the Republican National Fi-
nance Committee and of the Palm
Beach community, was appointed Am-
bassador to Cuba in June, 1957. The
Batista dictatorship then ruled the
country; the Castro uprising was a
year old. Smith served until shortly
after Batista fell on Jan. 1, 1959. Change
of Ambassadors was indicated, and
Smith then resigned. This book is an
account of bis handling of our Embassy
in Cuba as the Batista regime went
under. As a first-hand report, it has
considerable historical value.

Smith, like most Latin American
students, believes that the Batista dic-
tatorship had become untenable (dic-
tatorships usually reach this stage).
But, he thinks the Batista Govern-
ment need not and should not have
fallen when it did; the timing fatally
enthroned Castro and caused the Com-
munist take-over. He ascribes this
disaster to the State Department’s
Latin Ameriean buresucrats installed
in the Fourth Floor (hemce his title)
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