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"Aswan Dam and

S b, | . drawal of Financial Aid.

Lack of Directionin on-and-off Haggling .
.Over Backing Nasser, Support of}: '

Then Abrupt With-

. _ .. By MARQUIS W. CHILDS A ’
A Washingion Correspondent of the Past-Dispatch. - . -
. (Copyriant 1956. The Puliizer Publshing Co.)

WASHINGTON, Awng. 7 -

was- still in London confering with the French and the

. - British on the Suez canal crisis it was determined that his
return should.be hailed as another triumph for brinkmanship or +

WHILE SECRETARY OF STATE -JOHN FOSTER DULLES

1 the art of pulling hnck_ from the brink of war. ' .
Dulles’s argument for restraint did have a calming effect

on internationalizing the canal.

But any sense of triumph, as
reflected in the Secretary’s re-
iteration of the force of “moral
principles” In his White House
talk, has long since faded. The

threat to the canal, which in
turn means the whole Wester
stake in the Middie Past, includ-
|ing - Europe's ofl . supply, has
.brought the painful realization
v . that this country has, in fact,
had no Egyptian or Mid-East

< .policy in any constructive or

positive sense of the word

,polley, -

It is important 1o recall the

se uence of recent events. On

v. Nov.14,1054, Gamal Abdel Nas-

" ser supplanted Gen. Mohammed

:Nagutb, who had alyo been aim-

- ing at milita dictstorship in

t. The private boast wide-

. 1y circulated in Wa-hington was
. that this bloodiess coup “had
been engingered by tha Ceptral

-olny .. Agercy and  that
. Nasser was “our man,” )

M _ Shortly afterviard Henry A.
‘ . Byroade went a3 \United States
ambassador to Calro, Those

wWho have seer his first. dis-

patches say fhat he reported

‘not that Nasser was “our man”

but that he “¢»uld be our man.”

. There follevsec . n jong haggle

«7,« "over the postid's rale of Ameri-

t .can arms’te Fgypt, with the
negotiatiany 1:portedly break-

.. ing dawr ov.r Egyptian insist.

ence ihst payment could be

., _madd ohly i, D,itish sterling,

" Tlen eima tle American-
~~Brilish propoasi 10 puild the

. . Yigh Avwan dam on the Nile,

. .. Tlls went o far tha: Fyugene R, |

: ,{Biark, l\é'hqno! tise Internationsl

"+ ["Rank, ef® Reeonstruction, dis-

*'s cossed. tho profect with Nasver

© 7. B oned but twite. Black be-

. T i "eved‘tha: with ni. [5iUsl grant
. Jrom the” '+m Wev'ern powars
‘oL R0 0 rrgae 000 from

the Unt (g an ! 714000,

Pran o ds te . s - srmantd

and he successfully pressed his case for a 24 - nation conference

be built to the great bepefit of
Egypt. .

But abruptly, and with ,al. *
most no warning to officials of
the bank, who were still dis.
cussing aspects of a bank loai,
Dulles withdrew the American )
offer. One reason Is said to
have been pressure from Sena- .
tors'from the South, anxjous to
prevent more world competi-
tion from Egyptian cotton, who
stipulated ‘that the Aswan dam
deal be called off 1n return for .
their support of the foreign.4fd .
bill. Whatever the motive, the C .
way in which the offer was .
pulled back seemed deliberate-
ly designed to send Nasser off
on some new adventure, ' .

Whatever any and all of his .
critics say about Nasser is less
than the truth. But from the
viewpoint of Western policy . : .
and the effort to msintain sta= gnd sven to many of the neu-
bility in the Middle East to de- trals, this ‘will seen to be o,
nounce Nasser as a demagogus contest hat merely + hetween .
Is quite irrelevant, .~ Arab and' Western powers nar .

It s irrelevant to the massivp-even . ween “colorial qnd,-
and terrifying fact of present “limperial” nations but between ;
day Egypt.  As the Population the haves atd the ha.vc-nots.' .
Reference Burecau recentiy'For this reason, if for no other, |
pointed out, Egypt's birth rate it hes thé most dangerous im-‘
is one of the highest in thp PHcations for the oif supply on
world. At the game time the Which the economy of western |
death rate, thanks to moders Europe depends. >
heaith techniques, has dropped Seen from 'this viewpoint “i
40 per cent between 19045 and Must appear that the West had !
1852: - . R _aitei'nl:tlnve Ivuttto l::frl :ol'
The.boiling: upsurge of popy- Work with Nasser to alleviste
1mon_z3'oogo,oo%‘ p:'ople, in a 'Uud (eam;l tx;reuures of hunger
country in which 96 pet cent of and popuiation. ~
the land is desert, mixed with In Isrhel,. with its -hmk' _
the dynamite of nationa uggle to_mova forward eco-
spells revolution of one kind or |nomically  and  industrially, {
another. .It may be chaos and ‘there must be some realization
breakdown, with the' Western of what the threat of the In-
powers trying foreibly to main. flamed Egyptian mass means. |
tain order and the of ‘The ‘question now is whether |
the canal, or it may’ have ajthis isall in the traglc realm of !
o T L L, P B b
ous avertones for the W T 1t may stiil be possible -
ﬂt:e world. ! e of to check the swift descent into

i

To_the other Arab countries, fhe whirlpool,
o LT AN countries,
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