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A Foyal Laotian prince and{l
the Laotlan Armay commander
have now been identified

South Vietnam. ,

* Furthermore, a congres-
sional Investigation has con-
firmed our earlier allegations
that the Central Intelligence
Agency is involved in the Lao-
tian heroin operations.

The investigation was made
by Reps. Robert
Conn.) and Morgan Murphy
(D-i1l), both marab
House TForeign Alfairs Com-
mittee,

Steele is prepaving a report

that will allege CIA Air Amer-
ica aircraft have been used to
transport the drug from north-
ern Laos mto the capnal city
of Vientiane.

1t says, however, there isno
evidence that the CIA had any
official policy of letting its
planes be used to move the

drugs. TFurthermore, it adds
that the agency has now
cracked down on the practlice,

According to the draft re-

{House Foreign Affairs Chair-
man Tom Morgan (D-Pa), the
deadly drug is transported
from opium flelds in Laos to
the battlefzelds of Sm th Viet.

(W .'

X . . cd S31gai,
the principal traffickers in the
heroin used by U.S. troops in

tecle (It-

ors of the:

port, prepared by Steele for

nam in the following manner:

First the raw opium s

hauled from deep in Northern
Laos through Burma and into
the Laotian town of Ran Pouel
with former Nationalist
Chinese soldiers-turned-drug
smugglers riding sbotgun on
the shipments.

At Ban Bouei Sai,
tian Army commander, Gen.
QOuan Rathikoun, tukes over.
He supervises the shipment of
the opium into Vientiane,
using American-supplied
planes and protecting  the
smuggled cargees witn U.S.-
supplied arms,

Once it reaches Vientiane,
the moxp‘nine base is proe-
essed in Gen. Rathikoun's labs
into “Numbar Four” heroin, a
pure grade of the deadly drug

almost unknown in Southeast
Asia until traffickers bhegan
turning it out especially for
American troops,

the TLao-
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Protection and Payroll

Throughout Laos, the heroin

operation is protected and
abetled by Prince Boun Oun,
Inspcctor General of the
realm.
* Once processed, the heroin
is flown into South Vietnam
aboard military and civilian
aircraft from both Laos and
South Vietnam,

Some of the carefully
wrapped packages of the
white powder are air-dropped
near U.S. troop emplacements
in the fields, Others reach the
troops after being landed at
nuu}, ingvair strips ov flown di-
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rectly into Saigon's Tansonn-
hut airport.”

With Vietnames2 custom of-
ficials looking tue olher way,
the heroin passes into illicit
channels. The congressman
identifies South ’\’icum‘msp
Premicer Pran Thicen Kheim a
the man behind the LOlLdptK)d
of the customs ageats, but
they stop short of calling him
an outright trafficker,

The angriest langunge in
Stecle's draft report is

served for U.S. ip‘omats wh

nave failed to use their lev u‘
age agam.st such men as Rathi-
koun and Prince Becun Oun to
get the drug traffic cut off at
its source,

Steele points out that in
Turkey some progross has
been made, although slowly,
I though diplomatic channels to
cut off the flow of heroin to
the United States,

In a future eolumn, we will}
detail how American ex-Gls
and deserters, assisted by cor-
rupt Thai officials, are begin-
ning to move huge guantitics
of herom into the United
States to replace the Turkish
supply. ’

Kosygin on Arms

The U.S. emhassy, reporting
to the State Department from
Moscow on Sen. Ed Muskie's
confidential conversations
with Kremlin leaders, gave
this account of the discussion
on disarmament:

“Aifekie hagan tallkingiy
about cosire to reduce mili-
tavy expenditures. He said in

by
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past two vears, Senate had
subjected defense budget to
aveat serutiny. As vesult, 'n‘i-
nministration's budgzet
hiad been cut by six bittion uo‘;
lars.
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disarmament. He

;oovxct militavy budget wa
27 per cont of J.S. m:l.taw
budget, and novaing was hic-
den in other pacts of b'lc"*e:

“He said Soviet noticed al
‘appreciated” Scnate's ..wo:\
in cutiing mulitary expendi-

ures by six biliion dollars. So-

iet also noticed President's
st’ltement that military budget
might have to be larger next
year.

“Soviets ‘follow these events
closely,’ said Kosygin. Speeifi-
cally on SALT, Kosygin said
poth sides are approaching
question differently, with
‘great wariness and care’ hut
‘with great desire of finding a
solution in limiting strategic
arraaments.” ”

Footnote: The hush-hush re-
port noted that Muskie nad
.cmphaolz»d the “unommal‘
character, of his vizil and fact
he carried..no message and’
was, not, negolizailitg any agrees
(ent.”
|* @ 1351, Bell-McClure Syndicate, Inc.
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