Prunde

r:oved For Release 2005/06/06 : CIA-RDP74B00415R000400100019-3

pate [4MAL2

THE )

PAGE

ASHINGTON POST

T T L N
g A R

ﬁ?EW B‘LIE{I’[ TAIﬁ, Conn,,
March 13 (AP)—(JIA agent
John T. Downey said teday he

Eag." § S R

owney, 42, returned here
Monday night after more thag
20 years’ imprisonment, tg he,

with his critically ill mother,

He discussed some aspects of

bis captivity at a news confer-

enge but refysed to reveal de-

tails of the mission that led

-to’his capture. o

in prison,

mation revealed to the Com-
munists, he added,

.Downey was asked by a

newsman if he thought “what
~you weré doing” was worth-
while, “I'd say no,” he ans-
~-wered, “I'm not quite sure if
I have gotten the ramifica.
tions of that, but as I say, 1
thought the 20 years for a

}ﬁr e extent was wasted and
xl%n’t see. it benefited any-

body.” , TN
It was not clear, however,
whether Downey was ques-

tioning the worth of the 1952
Mission that led to his cap-

.ture or the time he spent in

.Jail. He did not elaborate.

" Speaking in 3 quiet, re-
served manner, Downey said
during the first 10 months
after his plane was shot down

. over Manchuria in Novem.
ber 1952, he was kept con.
titwally in leg irons.

His

Cap

‘0 don't feel I would like
‘to_discuss” the type of infor-

TETTR

, D

tors Secrets

N SRR W - T 5

United Press International

CIA agent John T, Downey, freed after 20 years in a
Chinese prison, tells of his experiences—good and bad.

[CIA officials in Washington
at Downey was carried

Qu.agency rolls as an employee

mprisonment

and will get back pay, presum-

R

how much Downey was mak-
ing and how much he how has
him, imi C]

comin
i as Downey’s par-

S8.
. Downey, who joined the CIA
.after he graduated from Yale
University in June 1951, said
he never lost hope but felt
y Qiidarness and discour-

The Chinese subjected him
to “pretty intensive question-
ing” and threatened his. well
being, but never beat him,
he said, | _ -

The slightly balding
Downey was released to be
at the bedside of his mother,
Mary V. Downey, 75, who suf-
fered a severe stroke Wednes-
day. She remained in critical
but improved condition, and
visited twice with her son,

new

ery Says |

agement during his imprison-|
ment, :

But he said the bitterness!
disappeared when he was told
he would be released. He at-!
tributed his hopefulpness in!
part to a belief that the Chi- j‘
nese will “sock it to you with
a heavier sentence, then let|
you off with a lighter term.”

Downey said the agreement
for President Nixon to visit
mainland China “caught me so!
much by surprise that I nearly |
fell off my chair.” That visit,"
lIast year, and an earlier trip:
by U.S. ping pong: players
“broke the ice” that had pre-
vented his release unti} then,
he said.

He added that he didn’t be-
lieve anything more could'
have bheen done by the United
States to win him an earlier
release,

Downey described his 20
vears in prison as “z crashing
bore.”

His typical day, he said, be-
gan at 6 am and included re-.
quired listening to political
broadcasts and participation
in ideological “study periods.”
! He was permitted to leave
his white washed cell for be-
tween 30 minutes and four

ours of “exercise in a 30- by
90-foot courtyard. Prisoners
also were taken on supervised
visits to farms, factories and

e Great Wall, he added, and
his captors gave him enough
to eat.
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=, He ws freed by China this
.« morning and crossed the border
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By LAWRENCE FELLOWS

NEW BRITAIN,
12—After _more than
a3 Downey came

1gspital here.

into Hong Kong.

Yale. He had just started

{Ghina.. reportedly on

nese agreed.

i~ Mr. Downey had left the
United States in 1951, a few
months after graduation from

caréer in the Central Intelli-
gence Agericy when, on Nov.
29, he.was shot down over
geportedly on an_air-
borne mission to_drop supplies
to anti-Communist forces there.
For the twq decades since,
Mr. Downey has been held at a
prison in Peking. He is now 42.
. His mothet, who is 75, suf-
fered . ,aﬁ.st;mlge last Wednes-|\ o oo
day night. President Nixon ap-| -
peZledgto the om@;gg ‘fg“‘r%f“’fﬁe -telephoned the hospital
Iease Mr. Downey’ a}‘rgtm e
* = Tontinued on Page 11, Column 1

" gpeclal to The New York Times
nn:, March
aD..20 rs
ing, John
home to-
uight to he at the hedside of
A i ” : il : J \.nb -

a
suifcase. .

the Hong Kong end of the
bridge to take Mr. Downey to a
nearby British base, where he
boarded a United States Air
Force Nightingale evacuation
plane and was flown to Clark
Air Base in the Philippines. His
brother William, a Manhattan
lawyer, had flown there to

a

him home.

When his plane refueled at
Elmendorf Air Force Base in
Alaska, John Downey set foot
on American soil for the first
time in more than two decades.
“Really great,” he said, “real-

Hn Connecticut, where his sis-

i

When Mr. Downey walked
over the covered bridge at Lo
Wu this morning he was
dressed in Chinese-style blue|
pants and a blue shirt, and:
cartied an overcoat and a black.

A British helicopter was at:

meet him, and to accompany|,

| s g

PURRPRTTTIC e S SR
ter, Mrs. Joan Walsh, waited
for_word that he was on the)
last part of his trip before tell-
ing his ailing and weak mother

=71 that he was on his way home.|

Mrs. Downey had lapsed Into|
unconsciousness when.she suf-|
fered the stroke. She has beenj,

ness. Dr. Bliss B. Clark, execu-
tive director of the New Britain
Hospital, issued a statement on

before she had been told of her
son’s release, “Mrs. Downey’s

condition has remained stable,”|

the statement read. “She con-

in critical condition since, but|:
has had periods of conscious-|- !
. give the family some privacy.

with her family and to take
normal nourishment. Her vital
signs are good.”

She last saw her son in
November, 1971, during a two-
week visit to Peking, the last
of five trips she had made to
China since 1958.

1 Good Behavior Cited
A_Egkjnhg broadcast said Mr.
Downe al een 1ree e-
hegause "he conies
celmes,”

his

‘ t a news conference on Jan.
31, President Nron—acknowl-
€

Wt —CA Tt oifitals
ST T Refped Speed his re-

lease.

The Chinese had called Mr.
Downey the “arch criminal® of
all American prisoners held in
China, and had sentenced him

]

to life imprisonment. Richard|

Fecteau™ of Lynn, Mass., who
was aborad the plance with Mr.
Downey when it was shot
down, received a 20-year
sentence. .

Mr. Fecteau was released in
in 1971 after having served 19
ears at the same time Mr.

owney's sentence was com-
muted to five years more than
he had already served.

Sentence Cut by 3 Years

His release yesterday cut
- three years off that sentence.
n

| id o 7o
ney, “He has been weﬁ ta%env

cal O -
14 resuma mone t
;%ﬁ or Mr. Downey over the

1 WO _dec. ake

2

At Bradley International Air-
port, near Hartford, the state
police blocked public access to
the area normally used for
loading freight so that Mr

¥

tinues to communicate freely ! )
. here today, told American Red

- 61A;RDP74Bp0415R000400100019-3
gl/}?BtL'Ag) PAGE

Downey and his brother could
leave their plane far from the,
passenger area and hurry to a
car waiting to take them to:
New Britain. There Mayor:
Stanley J. Pac had asked for a’
‘tolling of all church bells in the
city as soon as the Downeys
reached the hospital.

Gov. Thomas J. Meskill asked
that welcoming demonstrations
be as discreet as possible, to

Dr. Clark said Mr. Downey
would stay at the hospital for

: ' ini eriod of time.
her condition this afternoon,i - an indefinite p

2 Fliers Reported Well

CLARK AIR BASE, the Philip-
pines, March 12 John
Downey, who was pronounced
in “fine health” when he landed

Cross officials he had recently
seen the two American fliers
whom <China has promised to
free and that they were also in
good health.

They are
33.year-old

Philip E. Smith, a
Air Force man from
Victorville, Calif., who was
shot down near Hainan Island
in the Gulf of Tonkin in Sep-
tember, 1965, and Lieut. Comdr.
Robert J. Flymn, 35-year-old;
Navy man from Oak Harbor,
Wash.,, who was shot down
over Kwangsi Province, adja-
cent to North Vietnam, n Au-
gust, 1967. .
fied Cross officials here said
the two fiers were the last
Americans they knew of who
were still being held in China. |
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““By HENRY S. BRADSHER
" Btar-News Staff Writer
HONG KONG — More than
20 years after being shot down
while re-supplying Central In-
telligence Agency spies in Chi-
na, "John Thomas Downey
-:lgzergecll from thina today by
of clemency from Premi
Ay y remier

" Downey, who is 42, has spent -

half his life in Chinese prisons.
He was smiling and apparent-
ly in good health when he

| FEKINE, diov ouss e o
lease Thursday the last two
Americans known to be im-.
prisoned in China. They are
military pilots shot down dur-
ing the Vietnam war when
" they strayed over China.
> Downey told Red Cross offi-
cials he lived for a while with
the two fliers, U.S Navy Lt.
" Cmdr. Robert J. Flym, 35, of
Houston, Minn., and U.S. Air
Force Maj. Philip Smith, 38, of
Roodhouse, Iil.

“According to him (Dow-
ney), they were in excellent
spirits and _ health,” said
James E. Bolling, a Red
Cross regional . director who
flew from Hong Kong to the

. Philippines with Downey.

The two pilots had always
peen expected to be released
when North Vietnam returned
prisoners it held there. But the
releaese of Downey was a spe-
cial concession in a new at-
mosphere  of Sino-American
friendship.

It was regarded by China-
watchers here as more than
simply a goodwill gesture,
however. It marked the close
of what China had considered
a long period of U.S. provoca-
tion and hostility—a mirror
image of the American atti-
tude during the 1950s and 1960s

. that China was hostile and
provocative.

During those years, while
Downey sat in prison the U.S.
government denied the finding
of ‘his

trial in China that he
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“T am so glad. It’s like a
dream,” Downey told an
American Red Cross repre-
sentative who met him, Eu-
gene D. Guy.

. American officials had a hel-
1co,ptzzr ;&iaﬂ:mgK to whisk Dow-
ney to Hong Kong’s airport.
Within 35 mgmutesgof the “@fme
he walked across Lowu hridge

. from China in a blue Chinese

shirt and trousers, a special
U.S. Air Force medical epfacu-

agents.

Fecteau was given a 20-year
sentence and released in De-
cember 1971 after serving 19
years. Downey’s sentence was
at that time reduced from life

-to five more years.

Those actions were taken as
a sign of developing friend-
ship. But Peking was not
ready then to simply release
Downey.

American officials _quietly
stopped insisting that Downey
and Fecteau were civilians
working for the U.S. Army,
whose plane got 1ost on a flight
from Japan to Korea during
the Korean war. But they re-
mained unwilling to admit the
CIA connection.

Then recently, Nixon, by
what seemed almost to have
been a slip of the tongue, re-
ferred to Downey as a CIA
agent. Whether this was final-
1y a public adrission which
“Ching kad sought remains un-
clear.

Downey emerged into a to-
tally different world political
situation.

China and the United States
are now coming closer togeth-
er, although somewhat warily,

while China is in hostile con--

frontation with the Soviet Un-
jon. When Downey was shot
down Americans saw Ohind
and the Soviet Union as part-
ners in the Korean War

e Cnitoron roruEass

crossed the Border into Horig

Downey Fly

atfon plane was sirborne, tak  Alaska, fo Windsor L
ing Downey to Clark Air Force Coni, o Windsor

Base in the Philippines.

.Operation Homecoming offi-
cials at Clark who are han-

dalling prisoners released from
Vlema_lm sped Downey on to
see his criticaily ill mother in
New Britain, Conn.

A_ln_mst immediately after
arriving at Clark, Downey
boarded an Air Force Cl4l
Starlifter transport which was
to fly him via Anchorage,

Chinese trial Ot vowuey, reus
teau and a number of Chinese
Nationalists, Downey selected
and trained Nationalists into
teams for espionage.

A four-man team was para-
chuted into Kirin Province in
Northeast China adjoining Ko-
rea in July 1952. A larger team
was parachuted into adjacent
%iaoning Province in Septem-

er.

Fecteau joined-the CIA in
1952, according to the trial re-
port. On the night of Nov. 29,
1952, he accompanied Downey
on a DC3 twin-engine trans-
port plane to resupply the Kir-
in agents and pickup one
agent. The plane was shot
down.

It was only two years later
i announcing the trial—at
which several of the Chinese
agents were sentenced
death and others to long prison
terms—that the Chinese re-
vealed that Downey and Fec-
teau were still alive. Sur-
prised, Washington put out &
story of their being civilians
on a lost army plane.

When U.N. Secretary Gener-
al Dag Hammarskjold visited
China in 1955, he obtained the
release of 11 Americans from
another plane which the
Chinese said had been shot
down while dropping agents. It
was a U.S. Air Force plane
which Hammarskjold said was

Conn.
Downey was met at Clark by
his brother William, who saig
octors who flew with John
from_ Hong Kong reported he
was in good shape.
“He certainly feels and
loqks geod,” William Downey

aid.

Downey spoke hriefly to
newsmen when he arrived at
(}lark, United Press Interna-
tional said.

“J just wanted to say how
fraieul I was forlbéigig re-
leased. Tappreciatethe
Chinese government for letting
me go at this time and Presi-
dent Nixon for his efforts on
m[f" behalf and (presidential
adviser) Dr. Henry A. Kissin-
ger,” he said.

“Im very pleased to be -

out,” he said. “At the same

time, m very anxious to get

ho‘r‘ne to see my mother.”

He had a firm handshake
and }16 was up to date, very
well informed,” one of the offi-
cers on the flight from Hong
g'm}isegd Sal_éi. “We were very sur-

. He's got !
Triaed, got no problems

President Nixon asked Chou
to release Downey after his
mother suffered a stroke
Wednesday. Within 48 hours
the Chinese informed Wash-
ington they would.

Downey’s mother, who suf-
fered a stroke last Wednesday
was reported ‘‘vastly im.
proved” to day. She will be

See DOWNEY, -
in the background l;ta ﬁfe gpgl'
ation.

One diplomat, a specialist on
Chinese internal pelitics who
is almost exactly Downey’s
age, Sherrod McCall, met
Downey at the border and flew
with him to the Philippines as
escort officer.

So far as could be learned,
1o one from the CIA section of
the U.S. Consulate was pres-

ﬁﬁmm\and_in }
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Howney arrives in Hong Kong wearing a
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China to Fre

Mother Critit:alg 1

" Due for Release

——
4

By United Press !ntergaiﬂonﬂ .

WASHINGTON, March 9—
The. White House .anneuaced

!:odag that the last three Ame,r-

1 v ha . v na
wauld_he.set free next week, |
0 ! re- . '

saof them at the personal
quest...of President Nizon to . -
Eremier Chouy Enl

-lai.

The press secretary, Ronald '

L. Ziegler, said Mr.Chou had

v
1

Jelligence _Agency and alfo}w‘
M. Nixon had _sent. at

So m : .
Me-Dowmey's mother was. crit-
» . : - N .

Downey's behalf.

The White House also an-
nounced that two American pi-
lots, Maj. Philip E. Smith of
‘the Air Force and Lisut. Comdr.,
Robert J. Fiynn, would be’
freed Thursday. They were
captured in' 1965 and 1967
when they strayed over China
during raids on North Vietnam,

Mr, Downey, 42 ieﬁagg‘

Chinese since %W
is hospitalized with a stroke af
New Britain, ijna.}f“il?%“; e
Continued on Page 10, Column ¢

~ Gov. Thomas J, Meskill of
Connecticut had asked Mr.
Nixon to intercede on Mr.

|served most of his sentence.

= Inicated to Prime Minister Chou

- |ister the facts of Mr. Downey’s
- imother’s illness.

— ek B e 1 B ® '

Chinese authorities 7Monday'§

—2 Pilots Also A;’: B, ord home.

Mr. Dowpey will be set free
at the Hong Kong border.

Richard Fecteau of Lynn,
Mass., captured along with Mr.\
Downey in 1952, was sentenced,
to 20 years in prison and re-
leased last Dec. 12 after having

In his afinouncement, Mr.
Ziegler said:

“The White House learned
on Wednesday evening of the
|illness . of ‘John Downey’s
mother, and the President
‘lagked that this be commu-|’

-

En-lai on his behalf, calling to
the attention of the Prime Min-|*

“The Goverriment of the
People’s Republic of China has
informed the President that it
has. decided to commute John
Downey’s term and release him
on March the 12th.

“The Government of the
People’s Republic of China will

term, at the border between

March the 12th.

the President and the United

in
e “T5th of March.

%gsm er mentioned to you

his., %urn_ from the People’s

had ndicated that Mr. Flynn|
‘and Mr. Smith would be re-
leased during the 60-day period
of the Indochina agreement.
“president Nixon wants to
express his personal apprecia-

People’s Republic of China for
this action.”

Mr, Downey and Mr. Fecteau
during the Korean war.

plane or its passengers was
v e —————————
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Jowney of the C.I.A. Monday

received until China announced
1954, that Mr.
Downey had been sentenced to
life imprisonment on espionage
charges.

During his years in prison in
Peking, Mr. Downey was visited|
by members of his family on
different occasions.

“Irelease Mr. Downey, following tlg'lfli;lgl;eﬁr;ence was reduced -

.|the decision to commute his

in November,

five In

At a news conference N p .
saidc.m Jf,ﬂ. aircraft carrier Constellation,

the People’s Republic of Chinaipgyney’s release w re dif-tout 550 miles southeast of Ma-
and Hong Kong, as I said, onfjcyjt %’o obtain thgfl “t‘ﬁee tdv%‘nila on feb. 28, when President
Al other ~ prisoners because Mr_’Ferd'mand E. Marcos’s offer of
At the same time, the GOV-Downey had been a CJLA. amnesty for insurgents willing
ernment of the People’s Repub-|agent. Tt was the first time that|t0 _support the Government
-{lic of China, and in the same|ihs United States had admitted|ended. ‘
|communication, has informed|{hat Mr. Downey was a spy.

Lieut. Comdr. Robert J. Flynhinounced

epublic of China that theyishot down on Aug. 21,

tion to the Government of ithe|

disappeared on a plane in 19521

No word of the fate of the;

lafter a bombing flight from the

Although the Government re-

) 1 On Feb. 22, after his return|fused to elaborate on the re-
States that they will release/from China, Mr. Kissinger an-\newed fighting, a well-placed
the two countries|officer said that the situation
of the U, 5. Navy and Maj.|would establish “liaison offices”|was so serious that Mr. Marcos
Philip E. Smith of the U. S.iin each other’s capitals and that|would make a statement about’
; arce, who have been held|«as 4 sign of gaodwill,” the|it.

beople’s Republic of|Chinese had said they would| Sporadic clashes between the
Ver the past years, Onjrelease the two flyers.

Government and Moslem rebels

5 Major Smith, 38, was shot|in the south have gone on for
- HAs you recall, Dr. Henry|down over China on Sept. 20,iyears. The fighting increased

5 ) you|1965, while on a Vietnam air|after the Philippine President
“briefing here followingiraid.

declared martial law in Sep-

Commander Flynn, 35, was|tember and the Moslems defi
1967,| a firearms ban. - -

o —
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n T' omas Downey

DATE

© Britain as a young

boy, on

= Jack. Downey had only
started a -career in the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency when
Godgs T he, was  shot
in 1952

down

< inthe . -allegedly on a
- News

42 years old, he has been im-
prisoned in China ever since,
_more than half his life.
~When ~ his . 75-year-old
~mother, Mary Downey, suf-
fered- a stroke Wednesday
tight and lapsed into un-.
consciousness, Governor Mes-
+kill urged the White House to
_seek Mr. Downey’s quick re-
lease. ) ,
' After 'a personal plea by
President Nixon to' Premier
Chou En-lai, it was an-
nounced that- Mr, Downey
'gfduld be released on Mon-
ay.

For Governor Meskill thera

was no question of waiting to
‘take credit for the effort. By
the ‘time the news broke to-
..day, he was away on vaca-

eWe “were “réal  good lt;ﬁ‘li‘lte;in(flose friend from New
friends,” he said by tele- “Tpe"Governor phoned the
iphone. White House and the State’

“'The Meskills lived "at 27
~Conngcticut Avenue, and the
Downeys at 57 Connecticut
Avenue, When Tom Meskill
-was sick or on vacation, Jack
Downey took over his news-
paper route. When the Down-

lace at Norwood Beach, Tom
Meskill often went to visit.

They played ball together,
but eventually in different
leagues. Tom Meskill was a
solidly built young man, but
small. He went to New Brit-
gin _High School and then to
Trinity College. Jack Downey
went to the Choate School

‘'over China,.
mission to drop,

i e e SUPPlies to anti-
“‘Communist forces there. Now

€ys ‘went to their summer .

Governor Meskill said. to-

After the Korean war
broke out, Mr. Meskill went

into the Army. He knew only ;
that Jack Downey had gone i

into Government service, and i
never knew he had joined '
the C.LA. Mr. Meskill was.
serving in Alaska when he;

!

heard that Mr. Downey had|
been shot down. He believed,

* like everyone else, that he

was dead until the Chiness
said almost two years later
that he had been caught and
imprisoned for life, . .

Mr. Downey’s -mother-made
three trips to China to visit
her son. His brother, William,

' & lawyer in Manhattan, made

the trip with her once. ;

President Nixon telephoned]
William Downey at his moth-
er's bedside this afternoon
to inform him that the Chi-
nese had promised to release

- John  Downey -on Monday.
" Their mother is still in K

coma most of the time. On
the instructions of her phy-
sician, Dr. Radl Lépez, she
has not been told that her
son is being released.

When she suffered the

- stroke Wednesday night, Gov-

ernor Meskill was given the
news by telephone from J.
Brian Gaffney, the Republi-
can state chairman and an-

Department that night, leav-
ing his request with staff
members that a special plea

-be made on John Downey’s

behalf, On Thursday morn-
ing, he spoke again with the
White House.

“Weare -all very grateful
to President Nixon for his
efforts and to Chinese Pre-
mier Chou En-lai for his
compassian in releasing John
on learning. of ‘his. mother's
critical | illness,” . Governor
Meskill said in a statement
issued by his office.-

“I ask -everyone -to join
in prayers for her recovery,”

By LAWRENCE FELLOWS
Specipl to The New York Times day: “He was a tremendous ',
NEW  BRITAIN, Conn., Teader. He would read any-
March 9— hom. thing that was published.”
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ahd then 4g Xale, and wound __yp.P e ont ‘oo
up as a de%‘é!‘ vetachle.and. . Chospital bulietin this

a member QL. fhe. . afternoon said Mrs. Downey’s
weight wrest ‘team, Yet _ e e, Downey

1 &‘é&féa&%OWc%hﬁ%ﬁﬁ&OM5Rooo4oo100019-3
2.y 5y ﬁ“v!m‘ . _
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lcome a C.LA. agent, as Presi-

' A
NEW YORK

By ERIC PACE
Speclal to The New York Times

When.John T. Downey was a
Yale senior in 1951, a classmate

the campus. N ,

. “Purely as a hypothetical”

possibility, the visitor men-

tioned that the C.IA.

want to organize resistance in

mainland China. 4
Mr. Downey went on. to be;

dent Nixon noted today, ap-

firmation of the fact. .
Mr. Downey became a - pris-

nists after his military aircraft

Korean war. And the classmate,
Prof. Jerome Alan Cohen of
the Harvard Law Schopl, later
isaid Mr. Downey had under-
taken the “hypothetical” mis-
sion. R

IMES DATE

WASHINGTON, Jan., 31 —|

later recalled, a Central Intel-|
ligence Agency recriiter visited,’

might|

parently the first public .con-|.

toner of the Chinese Commu-| .

was forced down in Chinese|
territory in 1952, during the| '

pproved For Release 2005/06/0
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. ".Aissocl‘arted Pross
; John T. Downey ]
. The President did not m.;ﬁ
-tion the fliers. by name, but he

.- Was understood to be referring

to Capt. Philip E. Smith of the
(Alr. Force, and Lieut. Comdr.

A native of New Britain,
:Conn,, Mr. Downey was_men::
itioned by a questioner at to-

day’s Presidential news ¢qn-

ference after Mr. Nixon 'had
briefly discussed the cases of
two American fliers being held
by China. : s

Sentence Cut to 5 Years, .,

Mr.  Downey’s name was
brought up by a newsman and
the President disclosed that the
prisoner was a C.LA. agent.
The President noted that Mr.
Downey'’s sentences of 30 years
had been -commuted to five
years; “an ° dction ‘that -the
Chinese announced in 1971.-Mr,,
Nixoft said he had “no assur-
ance” that Mr. -Downey would
be freed before finishing -his
sentence but that. the United,
States . had made known its,
hope that such action would be,
taken, [Question 15, Page  20].|

On_another question of the!
two American fliers being held!
prisoner in China, Mr. Nixon}
said_that “we have every rea-j
son to believe that these fliers

{Robert J. Flynn of the Navy,

i. . Richard G. Fecteau, who was
;a‘bg,ax:er Downey’s aircraft
ywhen it was torced down, was
i Laptive. He was re-
YLease.d by China in December;
1971, together with Mary Anr

v

RSE T 1t A T
‘Harhert, who was seized in Chi-
nese waters in April, 1968,
while on a pleasure cruise,

‘Both Mr. Fecteau and Mr.
Downey were officially identi-
ified at the time they were
forced down as civilian em-
ployes of  the ‘United States
Army. .

When he was freed, Mr. Fec-
eau said that during his 19 years
of imprisonment in China “I
was in solitary for so much
time I’'m not used to conversa-
tion.” He said, “you get used
to solitary confinement,” then
added, “That’s my problem.”

Mr. Fecteau said he had been
in a prison camp in or near
\Peking and that the only other
prisoners in his cell block were|

will be reléased on the initiative

of the People’s Republic of |
China as the P.Q. 5{5 o _
warked out'in Yietnam.” [Ques-
tion 14]. .

Approve %

pther Americans. He said they
included the two officers and
[Mr. Downey.

~Captain gmlth was shot down
during a reconnaissance mis-
sd% -1965,, Lieutenant Flynn

during a mission

%&s@%@sﬁ@@os
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14. Prisoners in China

' Q. Mr. Preésident, there are two Amer-
ican flyers still being held prisoner in
China, and they are sort of in limbo—
well, three Americans, but two flyers.
I wonder if you could give us their.
status, and do you expect them to be
returned with the other prisoners?

A, This matter we have discussed:
when we were in the People’s Republic
of China, and we have every reason :
to believe that these flyers will be re- '
leased on the initiative of the People’s
Republic of China as the P.O.W. situa-
tion is worked out in Vietnam,

I won’t go beyond that because this
is a matter that should be left to the
People’s Republic of China, but we have,
we believe, every assurance that will:
happen.

15. Case of C.LLA. Agent

Q. Downey, also? A. Downey is a
different case, as you know. Downey
involves a C.I.A. agent. His sentence of
30 years has been, I think, commuted
to five years, and m&(%mgfis-

ssed that with Premier Chou En-lai.
?Lx%‘ﬁra”ﬁaxfé%“ﬁeﬁmre—mafa?We
have no assurance that any change of
action, other than the commutation of
the sentence, will take place, but we
have, of course, informed the People’s
Republic through our private channels
that we feel that would be a very salu-
tary action on his party.

That'is a matter where they must act
on their own initiative, and it is not
one where any public pressures or bel-
licose statements from here will be
helpful in getting his release,

Q. Thank you, Mr. President..

! CIA-RDP74B00415R000400100019-3
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nu Or them to the release of
prisoners held in Vietnam.

v “We have every reason to
believe that these flyers will

be released on the initiative of

{ the People’s Republic of China
as . the POW situation 'is

worked out in Vietnam,” Mr.

Nixon said. I
The President was referring

to two pilots downed off Chi-

ina’s Hainan Island on the Gulf

of Tonkin, when their planes
strayed into Chinese air space,
according . to Pentagon
sources. Their names were
given as Air Force Maj. Philip
E. Smith, missing since Sep-.

| tember, 1965, and Navy Lit.:

Cmdr. Rohert J. Flynn, miss-|
'ing since August, 1967, offi-.

4 clals said.

John Thomas Downey, a

| CIA agent, was captured by

the Chinese in October, 1952,
during the Korean War. He
was originally sentenced by a
Chinese court to life imprison-

| ment.

Downey’s case is different
from the case of the pilots, the
President said. While he said
he had no assurance that
Downey would be released,Jie

sgid he had discussed his case
d

t o PElSH A TeDOILEr asked if
| SIRELICanS. sHill ‘
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SUNDAY STAR

Mrs. John D
For Husband's H

By BETTY JAMES
" _'The wife of Rep. John Dow-
dy, D-Tex., said last night she
wifl be a candidate for the
opse in the Democratic pri-

' mary in May.

Her husband, who was con-
victed on eight counts of con-
spiracy, bribery and perjury
- in Baltimore on Dec. 30, said
- he will not seek re-election to

an 11th term next year be-

cause of ill health. _

A ruling on new trial mo-

tions iy pending.
Calls and Telegrams

] just declded this thing

yesterday,” Mrs. Dowdy said

paTE_lafely )

e

@ rB Mroved For Release 2005/06/06 : CIA-RDP74B00415R000400100019-3
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Jowdy

tast night, “I'm not organized
-yet. We'll probably go back
next week and get things set

“So many people called and
wired, 1 just decided I'd try it.
1 just thought, ‘Well, why
not?

Mrs. Dowdy said her hus-

_band “‘thinks it’s all right,”
but didn’t urge her to run.

Mrs. Dowdy, who is called
“JD.,” has worked in her hus-
band’s office here for 20 years,.
Before her marriage, she was
elected a district clerk in Tex-

‘as' “y e e
The seat Dowdy Holds In the
2nd Congressional’ district in

A A o e RN

ouse Seat

Texas has been fedistricted,
and Mrs. Dowdy is seeking the
new seat.

Moving to Lufkin
She will move from Athens,

- Tex., to Lufkin, located in a

newly established District
which no Jonger includes Ath-
ens but does' cover a number
of counties her husband cur-
rently represents.

Dowdy was convicted of ac-
cepting a $25,000 bribe to block
federal prosecution of a man
who admitted cheating Wash-
ington homeowner s, The

. 59-year-old Democrat claimed

he was the victim of a smear
and insisted he was innocent.
A ranking member of the

"House District Committee, he

wag unopposed in his bid for

~ reelection last year while un-

Ak

er indictment.
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Fecteau Says

LYNN, Mass., Dec 31 (UPD
-—Rlchard G. Fecteau, recently
released by the Communist
Chinese after spending 19
‘| years imprisoned on a spying
. charge, sapent his first months
of captivity in irons under a
constantly burning bright
light, The Lynn Daily Evening
Ttém reported today.

Describing for the first time
the details of his imprison-
mént, Fecteau, 43, sald the
1 Chinese lawyer apponted to
defend him at his trial told
hime to remain silent through-
out the proceedings “even if I
i heard something said that
wasn’t exactly true,” the news-
paper reported.

The lawyer then entered a
guilty plea, saying, “Richard
George Fecteau is of course
guilty of all these crimes.
However, it must be remem-
bered he was brought up in
t!the capitalistic school of
America and this has to be

By e~

@ 5=

DATE

nese

In Irons for Months Before Trla]

taken into consideration," Fec-
teau said.
He came here from a mili-

tary, hospital in Pennsylvania
to spend the Christmas holi-
days with his parents, former
wife and twin daughters.

He was released from Com-
munist China, with Mary Ann
Harbert, 26, Palo Alto, Calif.,
on Dec. 12, Fecteau has re-
fused to comment on the
charge he was a spy. Miss Har-
bert, who was imprisoned four
years, has denled she was
spying.

Fecteau, a former Army cl-
vilian employee, was shot
down in North China in Nov-
ember, 1952, with John T.
Downey of New Britain,
Conn.,, who still faces five
years in a mainland China
prison. The military tribunal
which tried them in 1954
branded Downey
culprit,” Fecteau said.

For 10 months after his cap-
ture, Fecteau said he was held
in irons, wearing only the tat-
tered clothing he had on when

Ithe aircraft was shot down,

the newspaper sald.
“No one spoke to me for the

|t first few weeks, I had no idea

of what was to come. B t I id
realize I wag in some

| maximum security r'fson,
‘| said., “Guards wa’cched me con-

“‘*fi‘feld Him

“the chief

t1nua11y, day and mght and

never turned off.”

“Fach morning was the
same as the one that pre-

would open. I was passed a
bucket filled with hot water

rice bolled the night before,
plus a plece of hard dark
bread.”

“Most of them (the questions)

wanted to know abhout the var-
ious speeds of different air-
craft. Their power and so
forth. I knew nothing about
the planes, but the question-
ing continued. Sometimes for
24 hours or more at a time,”
the newspaper quoted him.

Toward the end of Septem-
ber, 1953, the leg irons were
removed

The interrogdtion ended in
December, 1954, when Fecteau

for crimes against the Chinese
state.

“90 years imprisonment with-
out mercy,” Fecteau began an
easier routine in
f"iﬁson, In Peking, where he'
e| got one hour a day of exercise
in an enclosed courtyard

the bright light of the cell was,

ceeded. The heavy iron door}

and another containing cold|.

Fecteau also said he faced|
almost constant interrogation.}:

I had no answer for. They|

00400100019-3
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learned he was to go on trial,
After he was sentenced to .

another |
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China’s Prisoners:

Pawns
In the
Game of
Peking
Chess

Speakmg barely above a whisper-

and wringing his hands nervously,
Richard G. Fecteau last Wednesday
held his first meeting with reporters
following his release from 19 years of
imprisonment in China. When asked

whether he had been a spy, as the
Chinese charged, Mr. Fecteau replied

altmost inaydibly: *No comment.”

In November, 1954, the Supreme ated a serious effort at rapproche- . ;
People’s Court in Peking convicted ment with Washington, negotiations- 1thaery A%‘ggiaﬁagrgi;éﬁgegf tgv:? a;e?é h
" Mr. Tecteau, of Lynn, Mass,, then 27, had sought the release: of some _30 by the Vietnamese Communists. But e
and John T, Downey, 24, of New Brit- American civilians detained by China hope for the freedom of Mr Do-wney °
ain, Conn,, of espionage. Mr. Fecteau and 130-odd Chinese scientists and  .n4 My Fectean began to rise. M
was sentenced to 20 years’ imprison- scholars who had been prohibited There is a natural sense of disap- it
ment. Mr. Downey received a life sen- from leaving the United States. All | pointment at China's failure to re-
tence, According to the court, the two  of the detained Chinese and most of o500 My Downey. Yet, in view of the A
Americans were Central Intelligence —the Americans won their freedom, but, oot that the Supreme’ People’s Court 5=
Agency operatives whose plane had  before Mr. Downey, Mr. Fecteau and 'foung him to have been “the chief .
been shot down in Northeastern China  a few others were released, the agree- ' .riminal in the case” and according- e
on Nov. 29, 1952. They had been mak-  ment broke down, amid charges of 1y gave him the more severe sentence,
ing contact, it was charged, with Chi- bad faith by each side. ... ... It is_not surprising that he has been 35 °
nese anti-Communists whom they had Then, early in 1957, Peking, still treated differently from Mr. Fecteau. le
previously organized and dropped into  seeking a variety of contacts with Commutation of his sentence to a five-  °
China. o Washington and eager to have the  year term, after 19 years in prison, e-

In ~announcing Mr. Fecteau's re- American people learn of the accom- |was undoubtedly intended to signify o=
lease, the New China News Agency - plishments of “new China,” irdicated |the seripusness with which Peking con-
reported that Mr. Downey’s sentence that it would release the remaining ,tinues to regard the case. (Four Chi- e
had been commuted to five years” im- American prisoners if Washington nese involved in the episode were ex- of
prisonment, starting from the date of would allow American newsmen to ecuted) te
commutation, which was not specified.  visit China. Secretary of State John Moreover, because of the resent- &
Saidﬁthe agency: “In view of the fact  Foster Dulles announced that he would ment) that all patriotic Chinese feel fs“

“and_ Robert J.

R “‘“‘r‘"‘ "‘-'qr: ¥ r‘*f"w' iz
“that the two culprits . .

' admiitted

their crimes. during the tnal and their

behavior was not bad while serving
their terms, Chinese authormes de-

cided to grant them leniency. .
Released at the same time as Mr.

- Fecteau was Mary Ann Harbert, 25, a

Palo Alto, Calif. student. American au-
thorities thought she had perished

. .when a sailboat on which she was

traveling from Hong Kong to Manila
vanished in Chinese waters in April,
1968. But last week the Chinese re-
véaled that she had been arrested as
a spy and that a companion in the
boat, Gerald L. McLaughlin, detained
at. the same time, had committed
suicide in 1969, Nothing was said
about two other Americans held by
Peking, military pllots Philip E. Smith
nn, whose planes
went down over C inese territory dur-
ing the Vietnam conflict,

It wasn't difficult to draw a con-
nection between the Chinese actions
toward three of the 1mpnsoned Amer-

icans and the modest thaw in Sino-

American relations and President le-

on’s coming trip to Peking,
In 1955, the last time Peking initi-

B AU SRS U NSO S

not approve such an arrangement be-
cause it would constitute yielding to
Chinese “blackmail.” Mr, Dulles's jus-
tification of his decision rested on the
assumption that the conviction of Mr.
Downey and Mr. Fecteau was based
upon “trumpedup charges.”

The State Department last week of-
ficially still refused to concede the
truth of the Chinese charges but pri-
vately officials admitted that Mr. Dow-
ney and Mr. Fecteau actually were
C.ILA, agents. As Mr. Fecteau’s di-
vorced wife reminded the press last
week, despite governmental instruc-
tions not to discuss the case: “The
Chinese haven't been lying.”

Since China’s “Ping-Pong diploma-

- cy” last spring, a succession of un-

disclosed communications from the
United States Governmcat, including
some from Henry Kissinger, the Pres-

. ident’s national security adviser, and
. a personal plea by Mr. Nixon himself,

made it clear to Peking that no ges-
ture of reconciliation would be more

welcome to public opinion in the

United States than the release of de-
tained Americans. It was recognized
that the fate of the two detained mil-

pects for the release ot the remaming
Americans, but it will further tarnish
the Teputation for veracity of previous
Administrations, Thus far, the Gov-
-ernment appears to be steering be-
: tween Scylla and Charybdis,

; =~JEROME ALAN COHEN

. M. Cohen, profesgor of law at Har-
vard, i m;dhor of “The Criminal Proc-

CIA-RDP74B0044 &R BMQ’k(mﬁtlBréof China.”
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NEVER LOST HOPE,
FECTEAU ASSERTS

Says He Was Alone 'SbiwL‘ong}

“ He Isn’t Used to Talking

PHOENIXVILLE,; Pa., Dec. 15

* (UPD—Richard G. Fecteau said
today that during his 19 years
of imprisonment in China I

was in solitary for so muchl

time I'm not used to conversa-
tion.” o

Mr. Fecteau made the state-
ment at the first news confer-

ence held since he and Mary:

Ann Harbert were released by
China on Sunday. Both were:
taken to the Valley Forge Army,
Hospital here yesterday. 3

Speaking in a barely audible
voice -and wringing his hands,
Mr. Fecteau, who is 6 feet tall
and weighs about 175 pounds,
said that during his entire pe-
riod of captivity “I never gave
up hope” He said, “you get
used to” solitary confinement,
then agdded, “that’s my prob-
lem.” ‘ .

Miss Harbert, captured in
Chinese waters while on a
pleasyre. cruise, between Hong
Kong and Japan in April, 1968,
posed for 10. minutes for pho-
tograi;)beljs a short time after
Mr. Fecteau's news conference
but would answer no questions.
A haspital spokesman said she
would hald a, npews,conference
at 1 P.M. tomorrow.

Responds to Questions

Mr. Fecteay, wearing a blue|

hospital robe over his pajamas,
stood before 'a brightly lit
Christmas. tree during the news
conference, which he opened by
- saying:s '

“I came 'in here to give a

e

. short ‘statement but 1°do not

s

wish to answer questions at

“this time. I'm in good health.”

But then he began to respornd

- to questions relating to some of

his ' experiences during his
captivity.

Hé 888 "he was in a prison
camp Elther in or near Peking
and that the only other prison-:
ers. in his cellblock were other
Americans, He said that during
the middle years of his im-
prisonment, he had a Chinese;
cellmate but that other times:
he was alone. = o

He said his normal prison
day consisted of “reading and
writing and ‘walking .outside
my cell” e
Mr. Fecteau, who is 43 years
old and whose home is in Lynn,
Mass, identified three of the
American prisoners as John T.
Downey,- 41, of New Britain,
Conn.; Capt. Philip Smith, 37,;
bt the Air Force, .and Lieut.
Comdr. Robert . Flynn of the
Navy. '

yMr. Downey, who is still in
prison, was captured. with Mr.
Fecteau ‘when their military
aircraft was forced down -in
Chinese territory in 1952, dur-
ing the Korean war.

No Comment on Spy Charge

The United States has said
only that the two were civilian
employes of the United States
Army at the time of their
capture. = Unoffiical sources.
identified them as employes of
the Central Intelligence

-Agency.

Asked at the news confer
ence if he was a spy, Mr- Fec
teau replied, “No comment-

Miss - Harbert, 26, of Pal
Alto, Calif,, sat on a couc
with a nurse in her seconc
floor hospital room clad in -
light green dress when she me
photographers.  She  smilet
broadly when ~a newsmar
shouted, “Welcome home,” but

. said nothing.

“$ut otherwiser normsl.

. Mr. Fecteau said he was able
to read newspapers and maga-,
zines during his imprisonment.
He said he knew the United
States ‘had put a man on the
moon, that President Nixon
planned to visit China and that
Henry Kissinger the presidential

‘adviser had been to China.

A medical bulletin released
Py the hospital said Mr. Fecteau
and Miss Harbert were fatigued
Both
-ecomplained of eyc disorders,
which Chinese doctors diag-
nosed as trachoma.

The hospital said both had
been ecating and slecping well.|:
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PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 15
civilian __em- _
ployee who spent nearly
half of his 19 years in a
Communist prison in  soli-
tary said today he was gen-
erally well treated but that
the loneliness had left its
mark. R
- “T was alone s¢ long,” said
Richard G, Fecteau, 42, his
voice almost inaudible at

five ur six years” in a prison

" in Peking, the Red Chinese
‘capital.

“I_am_not_ bitter at the

" Chinese,”  Fecteau said.

Asked if he were saying

that because he feared re-

faliation against other

.American prisoners in China,

_Fecteau replied, “No com-

_ent,”

He said his trial on spy

charges “lasted about an

hour.”

times as he mel with news-

men. “I was in solitary the
first three years and the last

Approved For Release 2005/06/78% TBEA-R

after my capture and I got a

lawyer the day of the trial” |~

T e fried two yedrs

. DATE_

e,

he said and then grinned,
explaining: “He (the lawyer)

said something about thatI
—was educated in American

schools and therefore didn’t
- know anything.” ]
Clad ir blue military paja-
mas, he replied to questions
in short, sometimes incom-
--plete sentences.

Mary Ann Harpert, 25, of
Palo Alto, Calif., a prisoner
in China for more than
~three years, was released

i dey &l

“#light from Hong Kong.

{ "Maj. Allen Yanoff, a staft
{ - Physiclan, pald both ap-
| -peared somewhat fatigued
1.but “otherwise were essen-
tlally normal, although Miss
Harbert” who weighs 97

‘| _pounds, “appears somewhat
| “thin,”

|- ‘Fecteau declined to com-

il .ment on the elrcumstances

1-of his  capture and on
jicharges of spying made
3. 8gainst him by the Chinese,

He sald that in the first
8ix months after his capture
he was interrogated con-
#tantly but declined to give
any information to his jnter-
rogaters, . .

For the most part, he said
he wag able to keep abreast
of news happenings by read-
1 -ing the English-language Pe-,
| ¥ing Review, which was sup-

pled him .eikly. _

e ) ,,gg.{g e . knew that
Kme"cans had walked on
the moon and that President
g%lxon was planning to visit

s 4] nk that visit is im-
rrgo_ ant,” heel aigid, b“it will

elp eage ns between
ouif cQuiltxfes.%t, .

Fecteau spid, “It was a
surprige to he. released. I
thought I would have to do
aq“c,)the;' Yyear, but I never
ghve up hope of getting out,
' “Iam in good health and I
‘want to see my family,” he

iThm
b

ﬁ%O 400100019-3
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used to that, but that’s one
of my problems now. I was

_.alone so long.” His home is

Lynn, Mass.

He said three Chinese
shared his cell at various
times during his imprison-
ment. “One was g colonel,
one had been an interpreter
for ‘the Japanese and one
was charged with espio-
nage,” he said.

He said his cellblock was
occupied by four other
Americans, including John
T. Downey, 41, of New Brit-
ain, Conn., who was aboard
a plane with Fecteau when
-it was shot down over China
on a flight from Japan to
Korea in 1952 during the
Korean War,

Downey, sentenced to life,
has had his sentence com-
muted to five years, effec-

* tive with the date of the com-

1 mutation, believed to be re-
, cently. Fecteau said he last
'saw Downey a few months
ago.

The Chinese charged that
‘Fecteau and Downey were
Central Intelligence Agency
spies engaged in dropping’
Nationalist Chinese opera-

..iyes..on. the mainland, a

charge repeatedly denied by
the United States,

Fecteau identified the -
.other Americans as: -

—Air Force Capt. Philip
E. Smith, shot down over
the Gulf of Tonkin in Sep--
tember, 1965.

—Navy Lt., Robert J.
Eiynn, presumed shot down
over China in August, 1970,

sald. “J want.to be home for —Hugh Redmond, serving
Chr. . I don't want to  a life sentence since his ar.
-talk to newsmen because I : rest in 1951 espionage
7 3B00415RO08ADE 10001934 he com.

Tconfinement, ~You can get

. mitted suicide in April, 1970,
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U S. Won t C (mcede

Or Deny

“when

Fay

captured in

4932, But if was learned they
A0, 5gnger deny the charges.
Xpressing reluctance  yes-
terday to talk . about “so
darned sensitive a matter,”
government sources neverthe-
less_said_“we are not arguing”
any moté with the Chinesé
who insist that Richard Fec-
teau and John Thomas Dow-
ney were engaged in espio-
nage when arrested.
Fecteau was released Mon-
day after serving 19 years of a

—_—  —

Fecteau

Was on Spy Mlssmn

Associgted Press

20-year sentence. He was re-
turned to the United States
along with Mary Ann Harbert,
an American from Menlo
Park, Calif., who was arrested
in 1968.

ﬂmm.hfe.t.o.a_t.enmmmed
teend in about five years.

Speculation that Fecteau
ind Downey might have been
dropping Nationalist Chinese
agents on the mainland as
charged was raised to a possi-
bility Monday when Fecteau’s
former wife was reported by
several newsmen as saying
that “the Chinese haven’t been
1y1ng »

:She was said to have ex:
piamed “It's very involv

-ahd I'm not supposed to_get’

into it. He was a civilian work-

y

DATE

ing for the U.S, government. I

know what he was doing, but 1
cant say. Let me put it this
way—the Chinese
been lying.”
Mrs,
that she said this, but she
would not elaborate Two re-

porters who interviewed Mrs
‘Fecteau quoted the same Ian—

guage in their Monday storles.

‘ When asked about Mrs. Fec-
teau’s reported assertion,
State Department spokesman

‘haven't

Fecteau denied Jater

h*“,_

TR sl s e . F b s e e e o

Robert J. McCloskey ‘said yes-)

terday; “[ ‘don't see any use-

ful basis on which'T could, at
th1sll;1me, ‘discuss Jils izevioﬁg

employment.

PAGE

_But other o
SE e

vtx_‘qmped up.

27

v e s daudga.

vafe[y%at the admlmstratlon
‘no longer 1is following the ¢
[original U.B. characterization z
that the charges against Fec- !
"teau” and "Downey were 1
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ANGRA DA HEROISMO, F.héf‘i

‘Pee. 13—The White|
sald ‘today that ‘Prest-:
{xon Had sent ‘4 persomal.
I to Peking on behalf of’
' ptisotiers, “ncluding

,.qn

; e

T s i i -
prestisntEl DrESs SE0TE
T TR, T

s AL

} ‘Continued From Page 1, Col. 5

for the release of two Air
1Force

For flots still in Chinese
'hands. A third pilot may also
be held.

 “The President welcomes the
act of clemency of the People’s
Republic of China in commut-
ing the life sentence of John T.
Downey to one of five more
years and releasing Richard G.
Fecteau prior to the completion
of his sentence,” Mr. Ziegler
gaid. “He also welcomes the
release from detention of Miss

MaryAfin Harbert. The fact

@d neysmen who CHTIE

that Mr. Fecteau and Miss Har-

Mr. Nixon’s meeflng
t Pompidou that

bert will now be able to spend
Christmas with their families
is a matter of particular pleas-

i had Yad - sevenl)

=

edEe |
‘release:
ind METY
- ‘ertkaqﬂ':ﬁk ) b
senteiice f Johi T

Nowrey. Mr. Ziegler said the in-
formation - had ~¢omé "through,
the usual White House chatinels
for secrét communications with
Peking. T
Said to Be in CLA.
M. Fecteau, Wh .
lold and is from
had . served 1§ years 6f a 20-3
year sentence oh ‘
‘he and Mr, Downey, 4
Britaln, Cofin., ‘Wete™ Céftfal
Intelligence Agency ‘opératives.
Both listed as civilian employes
of the Army, they ‘were cHpP-
{tured after a military plang orf
\which they Weté' passegers
“whas shot downi 61 ‘d Tlight from
Japan to South Korea during
the Korean war in 1952,
Miss Harbart, 26, of Menlo
Park, Calif, was on a yitch

seized in Chinese territorial
waters” néar’ “Hong Kofg
1968. Péking said that Gerild

-LSmith, 37,

| with allies

lure_to the President.”

Mr. Ziegler refused to dis-
cuss the situation of the miss-
ing Air Force men, Capt. Philip
who was shot down
 during a reconnaissance mis-
sion in 1965, and Lieut. Robert
Flynn, 33, who was downed
during a mission over North
Vietnam in 1967. Another of-
ticer, Lieut. Joseph Dunp, who
| was shot down in 1968, is miss-
ing and may be on the main-

land.
81 1t is believed that Peking is

reluctant to release military
men involved in armed actions

lin or over North Vietnam.

On the two occasions that

¥ |Henry A. Kissinger, the Presi-

dent’s advisor on national se-
curity affairs,
this year, Mr. Ziegler related,
he discussed the prisoners with
Premier Chau En-lai.

It was not clear whether Mr.
Kissinger had carried the Presi-
dent's appeal during his first
visit, last July, or during his
second in October.

American officials suggested
that Peking might have timed
its clemency announcement
Mr. Nixon’s consultations with
rior to his trip to
China on Feb. 21. He arrived
last night from Washington.

|R. Mclaughlin, also "~ Cali-
fornian and ‘the owi&t" 8 the
yacht, who was seized with her,
committed suicide in 1969.
While President Nixon wel-
comed the favorable response:
to his appeal, the White House
krgfised to discuss the chances

on Page 4,Column3
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"Nixon Appealed

said that all information about
them would be disclosed there: Peking Government followed

Mr. Fecteau and Mr. Down-ithe precedent set when the
ey were Imprisoned in Peking./Most Rev. James Edward
Miss Harbert had been jailed|walsh, an American Bishop

in the Canton ares, was freed from a Shanghal

Mr. Fecteaw’s release repre-| .
p “iprison on July 1970, after serv-
sented a slight gesture of clem ing 12 years of a s0-year sen-

ency, coming a few months be- ;
+ 30l tence for alleged espionage.
fore the end of 20 years’ im Simultaneously = Peking _an-

prisonment. nounced that another American
Came as a Surprise imprisoned for life in Shanghai
There had been no . positive for alleged espionage, Hugh F.
knowledge that Miss Harbert Redmond Jr., had committed
and Mr. McLaughlin had been|sulcide. .
seized by the Chinese. They Hsinhua said that Mr, Downey
had simply disappeared after|nad bhad an alias, Jack Dono-
sailing for Manila in 1968, The|van and that he and Mr.
United States Consulate had no|Fecteau had dropped 11 special
record on them when Miss Har-|380tS they had trained in
bert appeared. Japan into Manchuria in 1952
Mr. Fecteau wag dressed in
Chinese padded clothing. Miss
Harbert wore a western-style
dress. Both were reported to
look well. -
Hsinhua, the Chinese Com-

In announcing the suicide the

sabotage. Later, it said, they
“intruded into China’s territo-

attempt to make contact with
and provide supplies to the air-

to engage in espionage and|

rial air on a spy plane in anj|.

dropped special agents.”

———

munist press agency, made an
announcement about the Amer-
jcans today that reached here
almost simultaneously with the
appearance of Mr, Fecteau and
Miss Harbert.

The Hsinhua dispatch, from
Peking, said Mr. McLaughlin
had “behaved badly” during de-
tention, “resisted investigation
and, taking the warders un-
awares, committed suicide on
March 7, 1969.” Miss Harbert
was said to have “admitted her
mistakes.”

oarm—
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| Chin’ese‘ Hd;;n’ t Lied, Says Ex-Wife of F écfedu

| waiting for word from the State
LYN:N, Mass., pec. 13 (.AP) | Department.
The divorced wife of Richard|  The last photograph the twins
G. Fecteau, the man released|have of their father was taken
from a Chinese prison after in 1958 when Mr. _Fecteau's
~ |serving 19 years on a spying mother visited him in prison.;
\charge, said today: “The Chi- Until stopped by the Com-
nese haven’t been lying.” munists four years ago, the
¢ Mrs. Margaret Fecteau said|twins corresponded with their
at @ crowded news conference|father every month.
‘st her Home: “It’s very in--
|volved and I'm not supposed
“tto get into it. He was a civilian:
working for the U. S. Govern-
ment. I know what he was
doinng, but I can’t say. Let me
put it this way—the Chinese
haven’t been lying.”
The Chinese had charged
{that Mr. Fecteau was on a mis-
{slon for the United States Cen-
‘itral Intelligence Agency to
- |drop Nationalist Chinese: spies.
. |The United States has repeat-
edly denied the charge.
| Mrs. Fecteau said she was
iiparalyzed” with joy by the|
“announcement of Mr. Fecteau's|
wlfelease. She attributed the
~{Chinese decision to free him:
o President Nixon’s move to
tppen lines of communications
with mainland China. ‘
- #It should have happened a
jong time ago,” Mrs. Fecteau
ramid. “If we had only owned up
to the Chinese in the beginning,
pethaps he wouldn’t have had
19 spend all those years in
prison. ) : .
“I’s better to have an enemy
Fyou ¢an argue with than one
you can’t even talk to.”
Mrs. Fecteau was divorced |
rom Fecteau in 1951, the year
before He was captured and

ey remarried. “We hold no
jﬁg’cmé’nt against our Govern-|'

e

e

P

it

ot oot

o
|
I
5

Hent” she said. “They did
what theéy thought was best.” ~
‘Mrs. Fectau and her 21-year- '
d twin daughters, Suzon and
{dnice, talked to reporters
fer 3 day spent preparing for|i
t Yelteaw's return and of ¢
Mr . i -

no

e,
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Wth American.
eking foday was
Ross McLaughlin. The New
China News Agency said he
Mtured with Miss Har-
aboard a yacht in Chinese
‘territorial
““Hong Kong on April 21, 1968.
The Communist agency said
~he committed suicide Mareh 7,
—1_969 while under mvestlga-

M s

¢OVernment an-

%ﬂ ~—=Peking’s announcement was
= ~-the first positive word of the
~=ggpture of Miss Harbert and
= 'McLaughlin, and no informa-
~tion about them was available

-in Hong Kong.
. --“Are you sure?” Philip Fec-
-2 . —.{eau asked a newsman who
2.~ told him this morning in Lynn,
-==Mass., that his brother Rich-

GE T 2§

e b moon. A Royal 514 had been freed. Philip said
: et e oeeeit. . his parents had listened late
b UL military -last night to a television news-
! iod SQB%%[Y - cast h’thatb mentioned a possibil-
2 - . -ity his brother would be re-
: an or Fhe Hong RKong™ ,_Q;sed today.

S . ; i iﬁm .. We’ve had so many.

alse alarms, we didn’t reall

B it this time,” he said.
u “’SeE’PRISONERS Page A-7

,l’

waters north of |

bonrendtum 8 s -

First Positive Werd ...

T,
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Continued FromrPage A-1

The New England Telephone
Co. said later the Fecfeaus

-1 had asked to have their tele-

+phone disconnected.

Fecteau is father of twin
daughters, now 21, He and the
girls’ mother were divorced
the year hefore he was cap-
4 tured.

Fecteau remarried, but his

1953 in Avalon Shores, Md.

Fecteau and his daughters
had kept in touch with letters
until four years ago when the
Chinese stopped giving the
girls’ letters to their father
because of an address one of
them inadvertently put on a
letter.

She wrote “The Peoples Re-
public of Red China,” and the
letter was returned unopened
with “Red China” underlmed
in red.

None of the letters from the
girls, named Suzon and Sid-
. nice, has been answered since

then. .

Fecteau had managed to
buy gifts for his daughters on
some  occasions, such as

_or_their birthdays.
In New Britain, Conn., Dow-
ney'’s brother William said,
. “‘After 19 years, my hopes
_don’t get dashed. We're glad
there was some commutation,
but disappointed that it was
not now.” William said he and
his mother, Mary Downey of
New Britain, had been told
that John’s sentence was being
reviewed when they visited
John earlier this year. Dow-
ney’s sister, Mary Walsh, said
through. tears, “I'm very hap-
py for Richard Fecteau—I
think it’s wonderful That’s all

. . . f. . :
} second wife died in_a fire in “this act of clemency of the

zores, resident

i

Womun

Released by China

of the two prisoners and the

_ shortening of the sentence of
- the third.

White House press secretary
Ronald L. Ziegler said Nixon’s

-national security affairs advis-

er Henry A. Kissinger negoti-
ated with Chinese Premier
Chou En-lai during his two
trips to China on the subject of
American prisoners. .
“The President welcomes

People’s Republic of China,”
Ziegler told newsmen who as-
companied Nixon to the Azores
for a meeting with French
President Georges Pompidou.
Ziegler said the U.S. govern-
ment had been informed in ad-
vance of the Chinese plans to
release the two Americans.

2 Others Still Held
Two other Americans are

known to be still imprisoned in |

China: Air Force Capt, Phillip
E. Smith, whose plane was
shot down over the Gulf of

Tonkin in September 1965, and

Lt. Robert J. Flynn, a U.S,
Navy pilet presumed shot
down over China’s Kwangsi
Provinnce in August 1967.

Navy Lt. Joseph Dunn,
whose plane was shot down off
China’s Hainan Island i in Feb-
ruary 1968, is listed as missing
on the Chinese mainland.

The government spokesman
said Fecteau looked healthy
and wore a blue Chinese suit
with blue cap. Miss Harbert,
in Western-style clothes, ap-
peared healthy but rather thin,
the spokesman said. They had
eight pieces of luggage with
them.

Fecteau and Downey were
captured in 1952 during the
Korean War when a military
_plane on which they were pas-
sengers was shot down on a

“Nixon today halled the release; ﬂlght from J apan to Korga
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