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Atthe CIA

By Stephen S. -Rosenfeld
. MR. HELMS, director of the Central Intel-
ligence .Agency, -was publicly summoned to
-.Camp David this week to participate in‘what
~the White House terms its “major” reassess-
ment of the American foreign policy strue
ture, If ‘his summons indicates that the
 United States’ large secret intelligence es-

tablishment is'to undergo the same Execu-

tive- serutiny being accorded the agencies
which opérate more in the public eye, then
this is welcome and important news. .

Before saying more, I should perhaps
state that 1 am not ‘one of those journalists
-with a close discreet. working relationship
with the:CIA; for purposes of this article I
reéquestetd an’ on-thé-record interview  with
Helms or his choseh yepresentative and did
not receive one. b R

1t would seem selfi¢vident, howevéfi that

“ asthe United States moves from an_.era of.
confrontation to an era’ of negotiation, from-

a time when Russia and Communism. were
- widely perceived as terribly menacing to a
- time when both the country and the ideol-
agy are-increasingly regarded as adequately
neighborly, then the role of the CIA has got
to be reviewed. e I

Now,; obviously a grgét hatioﬁ niust" have a

professional intelligence service. The imper- .

atives of defense, nof to say eclementary pru.
dence, demand it. A case can even be made
that a certain kind of technological intelli~
_ gence' is ‘more essentlal in a period of in-
ciplent detente—in order to supply .policy
makers and their publics ‘with the agsurance
they need’in order to:enter into new agree-
mentg with old adversaries. )

THE SALT-I agreement .apparently {s uni-

que in granting explicitly each side’s, right -

to lob.intelligence satellites over the other’s
territory to count missiles,’ tests and- 80 on.
Presurmably satellites’ would be similarly
useful in verifying and in nourishing public
confidence in any shifts made as a result of
the forthcoming European. force reduction
talks. In all cease-fire situations, Mideast,
Indochina or what-have-you, intelligence
can be vital. T
In at'least. two. areas; however, intelli-

gence needs review: for “dirty tricks” and

for its secrecy. _ :

The act of 1947 setting up the CTIA speci-
fied that, in addifion to intelligence duties,
it was to perform “such other functions” as
the National Security Council might direct.
A “plans division” was set up in 1951. Most
CIA directors, including Helms, have come
up through Plans. The group seems to have
been active, and conspicuously so, through
the 1950s, toppling uncoopérative govern-
ments, ; harassing wayward Communists,
ete. Thé whole atmosphere was permissive:
it was. a President who ate up_the Jamhes
Bond books who let the Plans Divislon or-
ganize Cuban exiles (and a few Americans)
to invade at the Bay of Pigs.

~ mafi, operate§: on
" {doing no more, it

- -Pemograts);
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much . tighter: leash
calis; are alleged to. Have
ts); that the old- problems of policy
codtrol and separation o6f intelligence from
pperations are in hand: that the;dmall and

““weak countries which once wera' the) ‘Sux's

able to

playgraunds
“its deedg: 7 ¥ i frgi

At the same time, one hears that the Pres-
ident’s old anti-Commiunist juices have not

are’ na Jonger-so v ilne

i

" aitogéther stopped fermenting and that he

i'they can’t do that to us'and ge

receives’ and ‘s respomnsive 1o repotts that
the Russians still play. some pretty roften
“tricks and, by golly, we.ought "to: show them

t away'with it.

e83 19

WHATEVER. THE TRUTH, 1 woyl
mit that. {be time ig ripe for the Co

Teview the dirtytricks mandate it; -
the 3 quArler-century ago as the. cold .
war was beginning to dominate _thg;gAmeri-s
_can outlook on the world. It is ihedtisigtent,.

#'at the least,®that the State: Department

!

)

should now be zerocing in.on measures 1q .

- combat , “international terrorism” while_ the
CIA: retains a -¢apacity 'to.
forms of.it. Cuba's. continuing lack of love |
- for the CIA, restated in its bid for hijacking
talks last weel, underscores the point: .« .
Secreey 1s sqmething else. No ore who ac- -
cepts the need for intelligence would argue.

" that the whole process and products should

be made public. But no one concerned. with
the health of democracy can accept that con-

- dition with equanimity. The general sensg; of

being at war With communism since World'

. War 11 has produced a far more secretive

' Cooper is retiring but Senator_Symingtoth,”

v

government than we would want or tolerate

{f other times. With that sense df being at .

war danger fading, the rationale or spur for
" secrecy diminishes accordingly. There ig fur-
. ther the clalm that the secrecy surrounding
" fhe CIA may have undermined the larger’
job of conducting a wise policy, i.e., one well
discussed and debated.’ o
. This is the principal basis on ‘which Sena-;
tor Cooper earlier this year proposed th
the relevant act_be amended to _BIVE the for-~
olgn relatlons and defense committe
'Eo%ﬁ Tiouscs access to fhe information af G
FMalysis obtalne e —exactly as the
" “RTSTIC Energy (ommission has given; stuch
geerct material for decades to the Joint:
Committee on Atomic Energy. Predictably,:
_the President . objected. The Foreign Rela--
tions Committee approved the proposed‘
.. amendment; the Armed Services Committee,
otherwise preoccupied, did not act on it

who has nls own sense of the necd to assert
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id, than the Reépubll-
ver . doneriopdhe

'to. practice certain’ -

F

ff} Are

thre Congress’ foreign policy responaibilitiéMORU CDF Page 1

_and his own record of concern for improving
congressional oversight of the CIA, may be’
repared to receive the torch., He's No. 2 o1
Time T 100, S
The CIA is out of the news these days. It

usually gets into the news only when it fouls

up. But a lot more about its place in the new" '
bureaucratic and international scheme of .- .

things ought to be known. Whethey the
CIA’s activities are all essential and whether

they are all organized efficiently are ques- -

tions which a responsible Congress should
not want to leave to a Chief Executive hud-
dling privately out in the woods at Camp
David. S
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