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What did “master spy'’ Rudolf Abel, who died satisfaction “now that Le is dead, of reading his
last week in Moscow, spy upon during his nine - -memoirs and learning from him just what it was
years in America? He diew a whopping 30-year  that he spied on. He personally couldn’t have seen
sentence, {wice the penalty imposed. on. David | much from-that frewsy hotel room, 'thougl;, of
Greenglass for betraying (for $500) the innermost course, it might have been the KGB's hot-line tep-
sccret of the A-Bomb, the lens-trigger. = - , minal in this country, A

. .But Abel's harvest was never detailed dwing *  When we gave him up in 1962 to get back Gary
his trial, except that it had to do with snooping - Powers it was said in Washinglon that it_was a
. around “military secicts.” When the FBImarched ~ bad deéal as trading a 20-game winner for a bat- ’

in on him he was living in a cheap New York 28th boy. Abel, by that tine, was labeled “‘master
treet hotel with a lot of radio receiving cquip- spy,” eredentials not quite cIcar‘.,Poy.ers_ was-a ,
\/ ment. Tt did not secm quite claborate encugh for a . Plane jockey, albeit an unusual one. He'worked for /

“master spy.” Yet the CIA divector, Allen Dulles, * e CIA and his job was to get into a U2 in a ‘
said at the time of Abel's convietion, “I wish we friendly” countty, fly it very high over .the -

had three or four like him in Moscow.” - - restricted airspace of the Soviet Union and, work-
The FBI was pretty cewtain that he was a full | ing from a pre-set plan, take pictures, record
colonel in the KGB, the Soviet Union’s secrel military messages, and snift out radicactive par-
. police, and that during World War II he might ticles and positions of heat-producing installations,
have infillrated cireles close to Hitler, Abel was & such as siecl plants. One camora -alone cost’ §t
superior linguist, - He could even speak  nillion. Ce T EET e e

Brooklynese by the time he was nailed, . -, Hewas'shot down al 63,000 feet over Sverdlovsk
o . i by what must have been one of the earlicr ' .
versions of the SAM, the air-to-ground missile that
\\'as'lziunched extensively from North Vietnam

AT TUL TIME of his apbrchcnsion and. trial
the Russians announced that they had never heard
of the man, But three years after Abcl returned to
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Moscow - having been swapped for our airborne _base‘s d,%u'_mé Fl_mc Us. b?n 1bmg 0: the I\O“h a .
SpY, IFraneis Gary Powers — he was lauded in ABEL WAS GIVEN a medal for whatever it : .
L Pravda by nouc other than the KGB direclor, And - was he did for his bosses. Powers was given the .

in 1936 the popular Soviet magazine “Young Com- oot out of the CIA flying job, returned fo test-fly
munisl” had a big-spread on him. 1t praised his for Lockheed, which built the high-flyinz plane in
“ecurgge, valor and boundiess devotion,” and & yestricted plant known to the employes ‘as the
even quoted him on his perilous profession: “Skunk Works,” and finally drifted off to write a
- “Intelligence work s not a gevies of rip- " book. He wouldn't urge that you think of it as your
roaring adventures, a stving of tricks or an en- life's work, - C o o
tertaining trip abroad. It is, above’ 2li, arduous, The actual swap of the “masler spy” eud the
painstaking work that calls for an intense effort, pathetic pilot — who had served two yéars of his
{perscverance, stamina, fortitude, will power,  10-year scntence by a military tribudal — was
serious knowledge, and great mastery.” 7 something right out of “The Spy Who Came In
- Hemay have been building himsclf up. Spying™" From The Cold.” Under guard, they walked to the
gainst the U. S. is something like spying en middle of a bridge linking Fast Berlin with West
Fimes Square. As the last citadel of the free press  Beytin, It was a fog-shrouded day. Dialozue was
e relieve a spy of most of traditional chores. We tnecessary. Curiously, the mechanics of the deal
print or televise or expose in scientific journals  hag been arranged by Abel’s {rial lawyer, Jim
[ust ahout everything any foreign power wants to - Donovan, and he‘was present at the exchanga, - -
now about us, We give it away before a spy can | Now Abel is gone, without telling us what he
EEIERE © 7 "7 stole. Tt must have bemuged him, as ke died, to

k, you CAN take it
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teal it, generally, S S
WHETHER ABEL was all that ho was cracked " relize that despite all that tal
-p to be will never be known nor will he have the with you. e
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